
 St Mary and All Saints, Dunsfold 
    Sunday, May 3, 2020 

  

    ePEWS NEWS 
 YOU MAY BE AT HOME BUT YOU’RE       

           STILL IN TOUCH 
                    
                                                                 
   FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

   
                 

COLLECT FOR 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER: 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the 
resurrection and the life: raise us, who trust in 
him, from the death of  sin to the life of  
righteousness, that we may seek those things 
which are above, where he reigns with you in 
the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. 

READINGS: 
OT: Genesis Chapter 7 
NT: 1 Peter 2: 19-end 
GOSPEL: John 10: 1-10 

SUNDAY SERVICE: Revd Ian Maslin is recording 
a communion service for this Sunday. We will 
send out a link to the recording to you by email 
and you will also find it at www.achurchnearyou/
dunsfold.  

VOCATIONS SUNDAY 

Rt Reverend Andrew Watson, Bishop of  
Guildford, has spoken eloquently about the 
importance of  this weekend’s Vocations 
Sunday. 
 
His sermon is featured on our 
website, www.achurchnearyou/
dunsfold. He bases his talk on 
St Mark’s gospel, chapter 1: 
14-39. He explains that 
Vocations Sunday is a time for 
us all to consider the special 
roles God is calling on us to 
fulfil. 

Bishop Andrew (above) points out that over the 
past few weeks of  lockdown we’ve probably had 
the chance to reflect on our lives and the things 
that are important to us. In the gospel story, just 
as Simon Peter tells Jesus: “Everyone is looking 
for you,” as the people are amazed by the 
miracles and teaching the young man is 
performing, Jesus presses the pause button to 
go away quietly, refocus and ask God what He 
wants him to do. 

Bishop Andrew asks us all to ask what is it God 
is asking us to do today? There are so many 
ways we can be involved in God’s service. We 
can start by askingGod through our prayers for 
direction. 

Dunsfold Church Community and how 
we are responding to Coronavirus

The shopping missions continue and we’re finding 
the best times to visit our local supermarkets. We 
also hope that the regular phone calls are a source of 
support to those in the parish who feel lonely, afraid 
or isolated during the current lockdown. 

If you want help or simply call to have a chat with a 
friendly voice please don’t hesitate in contacting one 
of the three people listed below and they will 
instigate action.  

We’ve even been blessed with more volunteers 
offering to help in our work. So don’t feel you’re 
without support at this strange time for everybody, 
not only in the UK but around the world.  

Reverend Ian Maslin 200048 
reviandunsfoldandhascombe@gmail.com 
Sheila Jones Churchwarden 200204 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com 
David Walker Churchwarden 201140 
davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk  



REFLECTIONS ON THE 
GOSPEL READING BY 
REVEREND IAN MASLIN 

In first century Palestine, shepherds had a 
pretty bad press, especially if they were hired 
hands, being blamed for thefts and fights. 
They were often despised and ostracised by 
local communities.   
Shepherds spent their lives in the wilderness 
scratching for food for their sheep and facing 
danger from wild animals.   
Those who were poorly-paid hired hands 
tended to lead their flocks onto other people’s 
land and had a reputation for pilfering and 
were sometimes accused of stealing from the 
flock.   
The pious were warned not to buy wool, milk 
or kids from the shepherds, on the 
assumption that it was stolen property.   
Polite society considered that there was no 
more disreputable occupation than that of a 
shepherd.   
So, when we call Jesus the “Good Shepherd” 
we may be saying something more 
revolutionary than we realise.   
In today’s Gospel reading Jesus refers to 
Himself as something that sounds even 
lowlier than a shepherd; the door of the 
sheepfold. 
But in the ancient Middle East the door of the 
sheepfold was provided by the shepherd 
himself, who would lie across the entrance at 
night in order to keep the sheep in and the 
wild animals out.   
This entrance was the only legitimate way 
into the sheepfold, since any other entry 
involved climbing over the wall, a route taken 
by thieves.   
So, having referred to Himself as a caring 
shepherd, the one whom the sheep rightly 
trust to keep them safe, Jesus throws a final 
insult towards the religious leaders of the day, 
implying that they are nothing more than 
selfish hired hands; that all who came before 
Him were thieves and bandits caring nothing 
for the sheep.   

Therefore, He says, the sheep failed to listen 
to those religious leaders. But Jesus affirms 
that the sheep instantly recognise Him, hear 
His voice and identify Him as their shepherd. 
By acting as the gatekeeper, Jesus 
encourages His sheep into the sheepfold 
when necessary, but also leads them to roam 
freely in the pasture.   
If the Church is the sheepfold, we need to 
remember that its purpose is a shelter to 
which we return to rest and recover.   
Our shepherd, Jesus, cares for us and keeps 
us safe, but most of the time He encourages 
us to go out into the world beyond, where we 
are to roam freely.   
So, when we can at last return to our church 
buildings and worship together, we need to 
remember that it is our place to rest and 
relax, knowing that we are kept safe by 
Jesus; but then we need to go back out into 
the world.   
Fortunately, we have a Good Shepherd.  
Jesus will guide us out to the places where 
we need to be and will gather us back into the 
fold, keeping us safe.   
If we hear His voice and go out and come 
back through Him, we will find our 
nourishment in the most unexpected places.   
And when that happens, then all of us begin 
to experience life as God intended.   
Amen. 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS: 

CHURCH: The work of the Diocese of 
Guildford’s communications team as 
they strive to inspire and support the 
work going on in our parishes. 

WORLD: The people living in the poorest and 
most overcrowded parts of India as they 
battle the Coronavirus. 

THE SICK: Sue Bowden, Camilla Fryer, Sandra 
Baxter-Brown, Jenny Glover, Sally 
Rivett, Jackie Williams, Christine Woof, 
Judy Bolt, Sue and Dennis Evans, Peter 
Hutley, Sally Davis, Lorna Thompson, 
Francesca, Paul Wiltshire, Sami 
Bennewith, Dru Ridley. 

THE DEPARTED: Mary Doyle, John Jenkinson. 
 




