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    ePEWS NEWS 
 YOU MAY BE AT HOME BUT YOU’RE       

           STILL IN TOUCH 
                    
                                                               
   FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places” 

COLLECT FOR 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER:Almighty God, 
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have 
overcome death and opened to us the gate of  everlasting 
life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put 
into our minds good desires, so by your continual help we 
may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our 
risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of  
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

READINGS: 
OT: Genesis 8: 1-19 
NT: Acts 7: 55-end 
GOSPEL: John 14: 1-14 

DUNSFOLD CHURCH COMMUNITY 

If you feel lonely or afraid or perhaps just need help 
with shopping, please call on any of the names listed 
here for help. 

Reverend Ian Maslin 200048 
reviandunsfoldandhascombe@gmail.com 
Sheila Jones Churchwarden 200204 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com 
David Walker Churchwarden 201140 
davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk  

A SPECIAL WEEKEND TO SALUTE SOME VERY 
BRAVE AND SPECIAL PEOPLE  

It seems ages ago that this weekend was 
designated as a Bank Holiday to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day. If our church had been open 
we would be staging a special service to 
commemorate the people who selflessly served our 
country at a time of national crisis. 

Our village is permanently linked to the battle to 
defeat the Nazis and fascism in Europe. The 
Dunsfold Aerodrome was built in 1942 by Royal 
Canadian Engineers and handed over to the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. Between 1942 and 1945 a 
variety of aircraft flew out of our airfield including 
B-25 Mitchell Bombers, Typhoons, Mustangs, 
Mosquitoes and Spitfires. 

In 1944 a squadron from the Royal Netherlands Air 
Force arrived and flew many sorties in advance of 
D-Day. You may recall a group of Dutch airmen and 
their families visited us a few years ago to mark their 
time in Dunsfold and joined us for a church service. 

After the war Dunsfold airfield was used as the 
repatriation centre as over 47,000 prisoners of war 
returned home. And our links to mercy missions 
didn’t end there. In 1948-49, Russia attempted to 
tighten their grip on the partitioned Germany. The 
Russians wanted exclusive control of Berlin and 
closed all roads, railways and canals from western-
occupied Germany into the western-occupied areas 
of the capital city. 

To beat that ploy the Allies flew mercy missions of 
food and goods and delivered the supplies from the 
air. Dunsfold airport was used to beat the Russian 
siege. 

The ongoing work of the British Legion was to be 
honoured at our May 10 service. Sadly, we can’t do 
that now but please remember in your prayers the 
service personnel and their families who did so 
much to protect freedom in the world. 

VICAR TOPS POLL IN TIME OF CRISIS 

The Vicar of Dibley has topped a poll conducted by 
Christian Aid as to which fictional clergy character 
people would like to see leading Britain at a time of 
crisis. 
Revd Geraldine Grainger (played by Dawn French) 
beat Sister Evangelina (Pam Ferris) from Call the 
Midwife with Father Ted Crilly (Dermot Morgan) 
coming third behind the female clerics.  



REFLECTIONS ON THE 
GOSPEL READING BY 
REVEREND IAN MASLIN

How well do we think we know 
Jesus?   

The disciples would probably have said that 
they knew Jesus very well.   
They had, after all, spent quite a lot of time in 
His company, day and night, travelling, 
eating, sleeping side by side; talking for hours 
on end, working together.   
The disciples must have been pretty 
confident that they had seen the real Jesus.  
I’m sure that they were aware that they didn’t 
always understand everything he said.   
They knew He had His enigmatic side; they 
didn’t entirely understand His relationship 
with God or His vision for their joint mission.   
And now, in this time before the crucifixion, 
the disciples get quieter and quieter, and they 
realise that there is a grim certainty about 
Jesus that they do not understand, and He 
keeps talking about a time when He will no 
longer be there.   
They begin to see that, important as they are 
to Jesus, and genuine as their friendship is, 
there has always been another Jesus; there 
has always been someone who knew Jesus 
much better than they did, and whom Jesus 
knew with an intimacy and total 
understanding.   
The God whom He called Father.   
This was a troubling time for the disciples; but 
Jesus did everything He could to reassure 
them. His relationship with the Father would 
help them to know Him better. It would bring 
Him closer to His friends.   
All those things about Jesus that the disciples 
had found hard or incomprehensible were 
now to become clearer, because of the light 
cast by the relationship between Him and the 
Father.   
They had often found it difficult to follow 
Jesus’ instructions because they just didn’t 
understand them or see where they were 
going.   

But now, because in Jesus, they could see 
the Father, the guiding principle behind all of 
Jesus’ actions, they began to understand;   
They weren’t fully there yet because they 
were still to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
but the disciples began to recognise who 
Jesus really was in His relationship with the 
Father.   
Nowadays it’s hard for us to imagine 
ourselves in the disciple’s position.   
We came to Jesus already knowing what is 
said about Him and who He is in relation to 
God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.   
But the disciples had to make a huge 
imaginative leap as they realised that the 
relationship with the Father was the defining 
relationship with Jesus.   
Jesus tells His disciples, tells us, that 
following Him and keeping His 
commandments will bring us into His 
relationship with the Father. And the 
relationship with Jesus is a relationship of 
promises; He promises to look after us, no 
matter what.   
We can only see Jesus when we see Him 
with His Father. But the minute we see that, 
the moment we understand that, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit, we are part of it.   
The love between Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
has room for us too.   
Amen 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS: 

CHURCH: Please pray that our church will continue to be a force 
for good in our community, listening and responding to 
the needs of others while fulfilling the teachings of 
Jesus Christ.. 

WORLD: The residents and workers in care homes and those 
tasked with looking after adults and children with 
special needs. 

THE SICK: Jeremy Ayden, Sue Bowden, Sandra Baxter-Brown, 
Jenny Glover, Sally Rivett, Sue Simper, Jackie 
Williams, Christine Woof, Judy Bolt, Sue and Dennis 
Evans, Peter Hutley, Sally Davis, Lorna Thompson, 
Francesca, Paul Wiltshire, Sami Bennewith, Dru 
Ridley. 

THE DEPARTED: Patricia Hodge, 

KEEP IN TOUCH: Please follow church news at 
www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold and email any ideas you 
wish to share to davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk






