
 

 

Pentecost 
Sunday  

 
A Short Reflective Service of Prayer for 

those at home 
 
 

 
From East and West, North and South 

as the whole people of God let us remember, 
Christ dwells among us and is one with us by HIS Spirit. 

 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 
 

A Reading from the New Testament 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,  

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,  

and a tongue rested on each of them.  
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit  

and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation  

under heaven living in Jerusalem.  
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,  

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.  
Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking  

Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?   
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs -  
in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’  

All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 
 

Acts 2 v 1-12 

Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 
 

Thought for the Day 

Last week, we heard how Jesus told the disciples that they would receive  



the power of the Holy Spirit, and yet in truth they had no way of knowing  
what he meant, how could they? 

 

Today, we think of the day of Pentecost as a fulfillment of Jesus’ promise  
to disciples and yet they were not the only ones to receive,  

the gift was given to all who believe in Christ. 
 

These gifts are the same as were seen in Jesus’ own life and ministry, 
Isaiah the prophet described beautifully the very nature of Christ -  

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.   
Isaiah 11 v 1-2  

 

The ‘Day of Pentecost’ is profoundly significant for all Christians 
because this ‘gift,’ is one we share with Christ. Jesus is here now, 

deep within the hearts of all who believe, a gift given out of love, but one that is 
meant to be exercised, used, so that God’s blessing is not only of our own lives,  

but one found spreading across the world though our own godly ministries. 
 

St Paul commanded, ‘So I say, live by the Spirit, for the fruit of the Spirit is: 
Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  

gentleness and self control.’ Galatians 5 v 22 

A much needed gift in these troubled times is ‘peace.’ 
Corona virus has hit the world like a whirlwind, it has shaken the nations, 

and Christians are not exempt.  
 

Mankind has baulked in latter years at Christianity, we have to a large extent  
become self-sufficient, we have advanced so much in terms of knowledge,  

science and medicine that we have grown dependent on the belief  
that we have everything under control. 

 

Yet what was once solid and safe ground just weeks ago has become uncertain, 
‘Mans’ ability to fix the problem is being stretched to the limits, 

and fear of what tomorrow holds has become a reality. 
 

What do we do, how should we react? 
Some respond with contempt, others with anger, many with questions. 

 

Can mere faith in Christ resolve the storm?  
 

Faith and action working together will lead us on and help us to conquer this  
disease and thus conquer our fears. God is not just a place to find our refuge;  

he should be our rock, our strength, our inspiration and our firm foundation  
in times of the whirlwind. If the ground of our faith feels shaky, if we just want to 

hide away, avoid our fears, retreat from our reality,  
why not use this old hymn as a prayer  

to restore God’s ‘peace’ and wellbeing in our lives,  
so that we can make a difference to the people and the world around us. 

 

Breathe on me breathe of God, fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me breathe of God, until my heart is pure: 
Until with thee I have one will to do and to endure. 

 



Breathe on me breathe of God, till I am wholly thine, 
Until this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine.  

 

Breathe on me breathe of God, so shall I never die, 
But live with thee the perfect life of thine eternity. 

 

Written by Edward Hatch (1835-1889) 
 

Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

O Holy Spirit, you come to us in the rushing of wind and fire,  
bringing strength, comfort and healing to your faithful people.  

Lord, today we thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit  
and ask that we may be renewed and strengthened to serve you better  

and to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus to the world.  
 

Bless your people O God, 
and let your Holy Spirit be upon us always. AMEN 

 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for) 
 

 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Have mercy on your people O God 
In this new and changed world that stands before us. 

 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 

Hear the cry of those in pain, those who lament, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your protection O God, 

Now and forever more, AMEN. 
The Lord’s Prayer   

 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come;                           
Thy will be done;                               

On earth as it is in heaven.               
Give us this day our daily bread.      



And forgive us our trespasses,        
As we forgive those  

who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;      

But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,                              
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever.  AMEN 

 
Through faith, you have received the Holy Spirit of God; walk in his power and 

strength all the days of your life and be channels of his peace to his world. 
Were there is hatred: Let us bring love. 

 

Where there is injury: Let us bring pardon. 
 

Where there is doubt: Let us bring faith. 
 

Where there is despair: Let us bring hope. 
 

Where there is darkness: Let us bring light. 
 

Where there is sadness: Let us bring joy. AMEN 
 

 

 
Closing Prayer  

 
Pour love down like fruitful rain,  

O God, 
over the dry places of our lives, 
let the seed of your Holy Spirit 

break into our thoughts, our wants, 
our needs 

so that we may know and grow  
in your life giving love 

and transforming wisdom. 
  

Let us bless the Lord, thanks be to 
God. Amen! 

 
 
 


