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Today is a great day of celebration as we remember when the promised Holy Spirit came 

upon the disciples at Pentecost. No longer was the Holy Spirit just for a chosen few just at 

specific times.  Now, as prophesied by the prophet Joel, hundreds of years before, and 

promised by Jesus, the Holy Spirit came for all believers everywhere to assure them of the 

presence of Jesus everywhere which meant they, and we, are never alone. The Holy Spirit 

also equips us to share in the building of God's kingdom on earth. This is the birthday of the 

church. 

 

Song (lyrics by Keith Green): 

 

There is a redeemer 

Jesus, God's own Son 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah 

Holy One. 

 

Thank you, O my Father, 

For giving us your Son, 

And leaving your Spirit 

'til the work on earth is done. 

 

Jesus my redeemer 

Name above all names 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah 

Oh, for sinners slain. 

 

When I stand in Glory 

I will see His face 

And there I'll serve my King forever 

In that Holy Place 

 

 

 

A question for reflection :  

 

What does knowing the Holy Spirit mean for you? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Our scripture readings 

 

Genesis 1  

 

In the beginning, when God created the universe, 2 the earth was formless and desolate. The 

raging ocean that covered everything was engulfed in total darkness, and the Spirit of 

God was moving over the water. 3 Then God commanded, “Let there be light”—and light 

appeared. 4 God was pleased with what he saw. Then he separated the light from the 

darkness, 5 and he named the light “Day” and the darkness “Night.” Evening passed and 

morning came—that was the first day. 

 

John 7 : 37 - 39 
 

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let 

anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has 

said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”[a] 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom 

those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been 

given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

 

 

Acts chapter 2: 1-21. 

 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one place. 2 

Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then they saw what looked like tongues of 

fire which spread out and touched each person there. 4 They were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 

 

Then from verse 14.. 

 

14 Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to 

the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me tell you 

what this means. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose; it is only nine o'clock in the 

morning. 16 Instead, this is what the prophet Joel spoke about: 

 

17 ‘This is what I will do in the last days, God says: 

    I will pour out my Spirit on everyone. 

Your sons and daughters will proclaim my message; 

    your young men will see visions, 

    and your old men will have dreams. 

18 Yes, even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will proclaim my message. 

19 I will perform miracles in the sky above 

    and wonders on the earth below. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%207:37-39&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26367a


There will be blood, fire, and thick smoke; 

20     the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will turn red as blood, 

    before the great and glorious Day of the Lord comes. 

21 And then, whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.’ 

 

 

You might like to spend some time praying about this passage and asking God to show you 

what he wants you to know. You may also like to look at Rev. Paul's notes in this week's 

newsheet. 

 

Time to Pray 

 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Spirit of life 

Fill our emptiness with your fullness 

Spirit of power 

Stir our hearts afresh 

Spirit of love  

Touch us, and through us, our neighbour 

Spirit of creativity 

Enable and empower the gifts you have given 

Spirit of  eternity 

Draw us ever deeper into your kingdom 

( faithandworship.com ) 

 

 

Come Holy Spirit!  

Hover again over the chaos of this world, 

soften hostile hearts  

and strengthen those who seek justice  

that the hungry may be fed,  

the homeless housed,  

the sick and dying comforted  

and the fearful know peace. 

Stir and inspire us 

to be bold enough  

to join you in this holy work, 

following your lead 

wherever you take us  



Thy Kingdom come: 

thy will be done 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

 

Song (lyrics Damian Lundy): 

 

The Spirit lives to set us free, 

Walk, walk in the light. 

He binds us all in unity, 

Walk, walk in the light. 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

Jesus promised life to all, 

Walk, walk in the light. 

The dead were wakened by his call, 

Walk, walk in the light. 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

He died in pain on Calvary, 

Walk, walk in the light. 

To save the lost like you and me, 

Walk, walk in the light. 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

We know his death was not the end, 

Walk, walk in the light. 

He gave his Spirit to be our friend, 

Walk, walk in the light. 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

The Spirit lives in you and me, 

Walk, walk in the light; 

His light will shine for all to see, 



Walk, walk in the light. 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light, 

Walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

 

 

A prayer of blessing. 

 

May we be guided by the Spirit to cherish and recover what was good in the past, 

 

and to walk hopefully and gently into the future 

 

that we may see God’s Kingdom come on earth as in heaven, 

 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

 

be with you now and remain with you always. Amen. 


