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The prayers of the Novena will be said at 7 pm every day and will 
be broadcast live on the parish Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/letchworthparish. If you don’t have access to 
the internet, try to give someone a call so that you can still pray 
together.  

During this extremely difficult time of lockdown when we are not 
able to gather in church, all are invited to pause, light a candle and pray in their homes.  

After the Ascension of Jesus, Our Lady and the Apostles stayed together in the Upper 
Room praying for the coming of the Paraclete - the Holy Spirit promised to them by the 
Lord. 

Although physically separated, we remain united with one another in prayer and acts of 
service. During these 9 days of the Novena, let us join our prayers with those of Our 
Lady and the Twelve Apostles and ask for the fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our 
Parish Family, our town, and the world.  

The prayers are printed on the back of this card, and each day we offer them for God’s 
blessing on a different aspect of our life together. 

Day I: Friday, 22nd May  
For our sick and housebound members. For those who are self-isolating 
and feel anxious and lonely. For those who live in care homes.  

Day II: Saturday, 23rd May  
For all key workers in our Parish. For the NHS, doctors, nurses, care and 
support workers, volunteers, and for their families.  

Day III: Sunday, 24th May • 7th Sunday of Easter 
For all who have died recently and in the past year. For those who have 
died as the result of Covid-19. For all whom we have loved but see no 
longer.   

Day IV: Monday, 25th May  
For our churches of St Michael the Archangel and St Mary the Virgin during 
this difficult time of uncertainty and change. For the work of the Friends of 
St Mary’s. For our Parish Hall users, all our friends and contacts. For our 
mission to the parish.  

Day V: Tuesday, 26th May 
For children and young people and their growth in faith. For schools in our 
parish. For all families. For our Messy Church. For the 60+ Club.  



Day VI: Wednesday, 27th May 
For our organists and for St Mary’s Singers. For the servers and sacristans, 
and all who assist with our worship.  

Day VII: Thursday, 28th May 
For our Churchwardens and PCC. For our lay officers, our parish 
administrator, and all who support the parish life.  

Day VIII: Friday, 29th May 
For our Deanery and the churches of our town. For the unity of the 
Churches.  

Day IX: Saturday, 30th May 
For Justin, our Archbishop; Alan, Bishop of St Albans; Michael, Bishop of 
Hertford; for our Parish Priest; for our Reader, Jackie. 

Sunday, 31st May • Day of Pentecost 
For the fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our parish, the Church and 
the world. For the growth and renewal of our Church Family, and for 
God’s blessing on it.  

The Prayers of the Novena 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Send forth your Spirit, O Lord: 
and renew the face of the earth, alleluia. 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire; 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart: 

Thy blessèd unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love; 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dullness of our blinded sight: 

Anoint and cheer our soilèd face 
With the abundance of thy grace: 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home; 
Where thou art guide no ill can come. 



Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee, of Both, to be but One; 
That through the ages all along 
This may be our endless song, 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

John Cosin 1954-1672, based on Veni, creator Spiritus 

Almighty God, you have given your Holy Spirit to the Church  
to lead us into all truth: bless with the Spirit’s grace and presence  
the members of this parish family; keep us steadfast in faith  
and united in love, that we may manifest your glory  
and prepare the way of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The love of God has been poured into our hearts 
through the Spirit of God dwelling within us, alleluia.  

The intention of the day is presented to God in prayer. We keep a moment of 
silence to reflect on this aspect of our life together as the parish family, and then: 

Our Father • Hail Mary • Glory be …  

Uniting our prayers with those of Our Blessed Lady, St Michael  
the Archangel and all God’s angels and saints, let us commend ourselves 
and all for whom we have prayed to the mercy and protection of God.  

Generous God, 
you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan,  
and upon the disciples in the upper room: 
in your mercy fill us with your Spirit,  
hear our prayer,  
and make us one in heart and mind  
to serve you with joy for ever.  
Amen. 

May the Holy Spirit kindle in us  
the fire of God’s love.  
Amen.  


