
 
 
 
              10th May 2020 
        Fifth Sunday of Easter                         
 
 
Readings for today 
 
Acts Ch 7 v 55 – end 
The stoning of Stephen 
 
John Ch 14 v 1-14 
Jesus comforts his disciples 

                          
Collect for today 
 
 Almighty God, 
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
have overcome death and opened to us the gate 
of everlasting life: 
grant that, as by your grace going before us you 
put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help 
we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
From The Word  
 
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be 
courageous; be strong. Do everything in love. 
 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; do not let me 
ever be put to shame; in your righteousness 
deliver me. Incline your ear to me; rescue me 
speedily. Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong 
fortress to save me. You are indeed my rock and 
my fortress; for your name's sake lead me and 
guide me, take me out of the net that is hidden for 
me, for you are my refuge. Into your hand I 
commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O 
LORD, faithful God. My times are in your hand; 
deliver me from the hand of my enemies and 
persecutors. Let your face shine upon your 
servant; save me in your steadfast love. 
 
 

 We would like to keep in touch by 
offering a chat on the phone. If you would 
like to receive a phone call from 

someone known to the church family you can in the 
first instance contact 
Millie on 01254 853432 or Lynn on 01772 323267. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

29th April 2020 
Message from Rt Rev. Philip North, Bishop of 

Burnley, April 29, 2020 
It’s the expression I keep on hearing. I’ve even used it 
myself. It’s the sentence that begins, ‘When we get 
back to normal…’ 
When we get back to normal we’ll book that holiday, 
visit that restaurant, take the kids to Legoland. It’s as 
if one day the government will simply declare this 
crisis to be over and we’ll pick up our lives from 
exactly how things were in February. 
 
That must surely have been how the disciples were 
thinking at the start of the 21st Chapter of St John’s 
Gospel. With all that business of following Jesus over 
now that he had died and, some said, come back to 
life, they could get back to normal. So, they went back 
to their old homes in Galilee, back to their old jobs as 
fishermen and tried to pick up their old lives. 
 
But it didn’t work. They’d lost the knack. All night out 
at sea and not a single fish to show from it. Until they 
looked to the shore and saw a strange figure. They 
later found out it was Risen Jesus. He told them to 
cast their nets to the other side, they obeyed and 
caught 153 fish, a sign of their new work as 
messengers of the Gospel. The lesson is clear. There 
can be no going back to normal. There is now a new 
normal, a new life, with Jesus at the centre. Because 
of his rising everything is made new. 
 
For a Christian, life is never static. It’s a journey that 
Jesus calls us to share with him, one where the future 
is a thing of joy rather than something to fear. So, in 
the midst of this crisis, we shouldn’t want to get back 
to normal. We should be looking to embrace the new 
normal that Jesus has in store for us. 
 
But what will that new normal be like? There can be 
no doubt that the world will be fundamentally 
changed by this pandemic, but how? One possibility is 
a terrible, dystopic nightmare with vastly increased 
social inequality, with global co-operation 
undermined as each country looks to its own 
interests, with climate change forgotten. It could be 
that this whole crisis is simply delegated to the poor 
whilst the wealthy and powerful swiftly revert to life 
as normal. That could be the new normal. 
 
But it doesn’t need to be like that. There are signs that 
this crisis is building a greater sense of national unity 
and calling out from people new gifts of service. We 
could instead be looking to a new age of compassion, 
of co-operation, of localism as we seek ways to serve 
those who are vulnerable and value all the more our 
families, friends and neighbours.          Continued……. 



The new normal is in our hands. And as Christians we 
have a strong vision of what we want that new normal 
to be. In recent weeks we have found new ways to 
feed the hungry, to share the Gospel, to keep up 
connections with the lonely, to pray for the sick and 
the dying. And as we have done all this, we have 
borne witness to the sort of world that Jesus wants, 
the sort of world that we as Easter people are 
committed to building. 
 
Things will never be the same after this crisis. But they 
could be far, far better. So let’s hear afresh our call to 
build a world like God’s world. Let’s hear afresh the 
Gospel vision of justice. And let’s play our part in 
creating a new normal in which all people honour the 
dignity and beauty of human life, made in the image 
and likeness of God. 
+Philip Burnley (27 04 20) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Can you send a message of hope today? ❤️ 

To send a card all you 
need to do is write one, 
attach a stamp and pick 
a local care home to 
send it to. 

 
Christine has emailed to say her family have sent a 
message of thanks and hope to the staff at Coote Lane 
Care Home.  
 

Would you like to share the ways in which you are 
passing your time? Send a short email to  
lynndavepacker@hotmail.co.uk 
and you may be able to inspire someone else.  
Judy recommends ‘The Silent Patient’ by Alex 
Michaelides as a good read.  

 
 
Sunday School and the Youth Team have asked 
everyone to send a prayer of hope, joy and 
happiness to keep a prayer chain connected each 
week. If you can create a video recording to 
message to David on Facebook, you can help him 
with worship recordings. Thank you. 
www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle 
 

 

 

Daily Hope information to forward to friends 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has 
launched a free national phone line as a simple new 
way to bring worship and prayer into people’s 
homes. Daily Hope, offers music, prayers and 
reflections and full worship services from the Church 
of England at the end of a telephone line 24 hours a 
day on 0800 804 8044. Callers will hear a special 
greeting from the Archbishop and then options. 
 
 

 
Money Matters 
Thank you to everyone who is giving by standing order 
at the moment. It makes a massive difference now 
that the church is closed, as we have lost the way to 
receive gifts by envelopes or cash in the collection 
plate. 
 

Brindle St. James’ church bills have only reduced 
marginally. The PCC standing committee has done 
extensive work in considering each detail of the costs 
and produced a cash flow forecast. With a heavy heart 
we recognise that many people (and organisations) 
are experiencing similar cash flow difficulties. 
 

As a church, Brindle St James relies wholly on 
donations to operate we want to continue and indeed 
do more, strengthened by the knowledge of our 
fellowship and the love our Lord has for us. 
 

We are asking that everyone considers giving by bank 
transfer. And if possible, increase giving to ensure 
our church’s ministry can continue and be sustained 
at the end of this health crisis. Thank you for your 
patience and understanding as we prepare more 
detailed information. 
 

Brindle St. James’ money matters page is here: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11478/pag
e/52788/view/ 
 
 

The news page is updated each week here: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11478/news 
 
 
You can view tweets here:  
www.twitter.com/BrindleStJames 
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