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Welcome to St. Thomas’! 

 

 

A very warm welcome to St Thomas’ Church.   

  

This sheet is now also being sent via email! Please contact the office on 
our temporary number of 07702 822546 if you wish to receive an emailed copy.   

 

St Thomas’ Website - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/) 

 

St. Thomas’ Facebook -  www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/  
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Rev’s Ramblings 

14
th

 May 2020 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
Two things have really jumped out at me this week. 
The first was on Facebook where some Christians and people 
of other faiths were wanting the Government to allow 
churches to reopen despite the Coronavirus.  There was one 
young man begging to be allowed to meet with Jesus again, 
with lots of comments agreeing with him.  I’ve been 
somewhat confused by this.  I very much miss meeting 
together as a congregation, of course – to worship and pray 
together and chat afterwards – but I can meet with Jesus 
anywhere – I don’t have to be in the church building.  I can 
meet with Him in reading the Bible, in prayer, and in serving 
those in need around me. 
 
The second came from the Queen’s VE Day message, “But our streets are not empty; they are 
filled with the love and the care that we have for each other.”  Isn’t that beautiful?  I was really 
touched, and our daughter Kirsty texted me afterwards saying that it had made her cry! 
 
Matthew 25:37-40  Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?”  
And the King will answer them, “Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me.” 

 
We love our church building, but we don’t really need it to meet with Jesus.  
We just need the love that He has for each one of us – a love so great that 
He died for us – and the love we have for each other in His Name. 
 
 

Blessings 

 

Sue Quibell 
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MISSION FOCUS 
 

Australia  
 

(Thank you to Vera Russell for this information) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Australia revisited 
 

 Well it didn’t happen due to covid19.  However I have had conversations with the pastor of 
New Life Church and also friends in Melbourne while here in New Zealand. 

 

 The Sudanese we worked with have dwindled in number, most through house moves, but 
still there are some. The Chinese part of the congregation has increased with people coming 
to know Jesus. 

 

 The church has moved location and also now meets on Saturday rather than Sunday. So lots 
of changes.   

 

 Please pray for Pastor John and his wife Joanne as they deal with lots of different 
circumstances.   

 

 According to people I’ve spoken with, the church remains loving and united and is as 
multicultural as ever.   

 

 Please pray for the church as they minister to people who are strangers to Australia and are 
often struggling with language and cultural differences.  
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Digital Resources For Online Worship and Prayer  

There are lots of options to keep us going! … 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Live Family Worship: Join the Drake Family on Wednesday's and Saturday's at 4pm for their 

live Family Worship session.  Nick and Becky Drake are the people behind the songs such as 

'Creator God', 'City on a Hill' and 'Big Family of God' if you know them.  Their sessions 

comprise of some live acoustic songs, an interactive, family participation story and prayer, 

lasting about 30 mins.  Well worth a watch, and the previous videos can be viewed at any time 

at:   https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone/   Look at Facebook & Website  

  
Faithlife:  Please use this facility for spiritual teaching, where you can view some online 
services and listen to sermons that you may have missed or listen again to those that 
challenged you or that you enjoyed http://faithlife.com/stthomas  
Follow the instructions below to go direct to our sermon site, Look out the button on the 

bottom right, it’s blue like a tray with an arrow on it. The option then comes up down load 

audio, or download video. If you download video you will get pictures too.  

Any problems let me know and we’ll see what we can do. I’m hoping to expand our options as 

time goes on. God Bless. Roger Woodhall  

1 click on  http://faithlife.com/stthomas  

2 scroll down to choose message or sermon you want  

3 click on blue button on right hand side, looks like a tray with an arrow in to it  

4 choose either download audio or download video from little blue box  

5 wait for it to download then press the play button in middle of screen.    

  
The Church of England Website:  Please look at this website as it provides a variety of helpful 
tools for online worship and prayer.  Please copy or type the following link in your search 
engine:  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-
churches Then click Digital Resources (found in the middle/left of your screen).  You should 
see lots of options, such as - apps for prayer, audio services, online streaming and a link to 
BBC Radio 4 Live Lent. 

  
BBC Radio 4 Daily Services: Sunday 17th May, 8.10am.  This service is titled “The Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit” Discovering the gifts of the Holy Spirit with the Rev De Alison Jack of New College, 
Edinburgh, and Fr Dermot Preston SJ of St Aloysius’ RC Church Glasgow. 

 

BBC One TV, Sunday Worship: Sixth Sunday of Easter, 17th May at 10.45am (Please note 
service times can fluctuate from week to week).  The Very Reverent Dr Sarah Rowland Jones 
leads the service on the sixth Sunday of Easter from St Davids Cathedral in Pembrokeshire. 
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NOTICES 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Praying Together:  At this time of world crisis when we are not meeting together to worship or 
pray to the Lord we can still do this as individuals (couples or families) at home at the times some 
of us would be meeting together.  
 
Monday 6.30pm-7.15pm – is when Space to Pray usually meet.  Wednesday 7.30pm-8.00pm – is 
when the Revival Prayer Meeting usually takes place.  Their members will be praying at home so 
why not set aside these times to join together ‘in spirit’ as we ask the Lord to intervene in our 
world and in our nation.  We could also pray on Fridays between 12 noon-1.15pm when Jan’s 
prayer group would be meeting and also on Sundays when church would be meeting.    
There is always so much to pray about but even more at this time, so let’s come together in Spirit 
and show the Lord that we are serious in our requests.  Let’s also just keep reminding ourselves 
of God’s promises to us and remember that He is still Sovereign over all. Peace of the Lord be 
with you.  Liz Spires  
 
Prayer Circle:  The Prayer Circle was originally set up many years ago to pray for those amongst 
us who were ill or suffering bereavement.  Over the years we have prayed for many other things 
including job loss, even sick pets, as well as for people to come to know Jesus – God is concerned 
with every aspect of our lives, nothing is too big or too small for Him.  This service is here for you, 
so if you have any worries about anything at this time, do get in touch and we will pray for you.  
We are a group of about a dozen St Thomas’ members who are willing to pray for you or your 
loved ones each day.  Prayer requests are contained within the Prayer Circle, Sue Quibell and 
Jeremy Bakewell, on a confidential basis and not shared with the wider congregation.  Please get 
in touch with Liz Spiers on 01922 453944 or email Liz at 
Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk who will share your request and start praying.  Liz Spires, Prayer 
Coordinator 
 
Watts in Madagascar:  Please continue to pray for Ted and Rachel as they faithfully work 
through the shortage of staffing levels at The Good News Hospital in Mandritsara. Please pray 
that once travel restrictions are eventually lifted in Madagascar that those relief workers, 
doctors, surgeons and nurses who had planned to spend time in Mandritsara would be still 
willing to go and serve.  Colin and Sue Goodall 
 
Tom’s Todlers and Footprints:  Please look out our new prayer activity “I can pray a scavenger 

hunt” which was posted on our website on the 13th May. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/   Hannah Evans, Children and Families Worker. 

 

Why Did God Allow Coronavirus?  Please look on our website for ways to help children with this 
very difficult question.  There are 2 versions, depending upon the age of your child and how 
much you want to explain this. You may find this to be helpful in your household over the coming 
week, or in advance of the question at a later point.   Hannah Evans, Children and Family 
Worker 

mailto:Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk
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Helping Children Say Goodbye:  Please look at our website for an attachment, called 'Saying 
Goodbye'.  I hope this is something that you will not need to use, but it is shared as another 'up 
your sleeve'/'just in case pocket' (Peter Rabbit fans!) It’s a support for if you should have to help 
your child in this way.  We found this quite useful for Emily in understanding how she was feeling 
and happy things to remember, whilst coming to terms with the death of our elderly neighbour 
from Covid-19.  Hannah Evans, Children and Family Worker 
 
Children’s Home Grown Faith Activity:  This is based on John 14, Jesus comforting his disciples 

and you will be able to access this in the following ways … 

 Website – https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/  look for “Children’s Activity (12) Jesus 

Comforts His Disciples.  

 Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/   

 Email – Hannah will be emailing this to families who have requested it, so do contact Hannah 

if you would also like to receive this by email.  

 Keep a look out for the next post coming soon! 

Hannah Evans, Children and Families Worker. 

 

Thomas Project, Request For Craft Items For Children:  The Thomas Project would like to give 

out bags of crafty items to children during the lockdown. These bags will be given out to families 

through Foodbank. If you have any spare new craft items you can donate we'd be really grateful. 

We need new things only please, crayons, paper, playdough, books etc for ages 3+ years up to 12 

years. Donations can be left at the project on Wednesdays 10am to 1pm or Fridays 3pm to 6pm. 

The Food Bank will still be open during the usual hours on Wednesdays and Fridays.  

 

Request For Help:  We were wondering whether anybody in the congregation might (rather 

randomly) have a drain rod type thing that we might be able to borrow for a short time 

please?  Only one of our underground pipes taking rainwater (and only rainwater!) from off the 

roof of our house, away from the building appears to be blocked beyond where we can reach or 

clear with our hose and a big stick!  If this is a gadget that you wouldn't mind us borrowing (we 

would clean and sanitise after use and collect/return) to sort the blockage out, or indeed if you 

have any idea of a secret trick to solve this, that would be great please?  Sorry to have to ask, but 

just thought it was worth a try that someone might be able to help us out with. Hannah and 

Andy Evans 

 

St Thomas’ Church Office:  Hannah and Genette are currently working from their homes.  Please 

see the end page for contact details.  

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/
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Advocacy Matters:  I work for an advocacy charity and we've been fortunate to get some funding 
to offer telephone support (a listening ear, referral info, support to access services) to vulnerable 
adults during the coronavirus in Birmingham and Walsall.  We have capacity to help more people 
than we currently are. Thank you.   
Lydia Sharland 
 
 

 
 

 

ALL REGULAR WEEKLY GROUPS ARE CURRENTLY SUSPENDED  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

___________________________________________________________________ 
  
Clergy:  

 Rev Jeremy Bakewell 07790 986575  

 Rev Sue Quibell 07889 885545 if you want would like to talk please feel free to phone on the numbers 
above. 
Church office  

 Office hours are usually Monday to Thursday from 9 am till 12 pm.  Genette Andrews is currently working 
from home and will be happy to help, you can contact her on the following temporary number: 

 Telephone 07702 822546  /  Email: office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk   
(Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Fridays, Saturdays or Sundays) 
Children and Families Worker: Hannah Evans 

 Hannah is currently working from home and can be contacted on the following numbers: 

 Telephone  01922 693298 or mobile 07921 387241  /  Email: hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  
(Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Mondays, Saturdays or Sundays) 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Vera Russell  

 Telephone 01922 616383 or 07806 519301  /  Email: vjrus@gmail.com 
Prayer Coordinator: Liz Spiers  

 Telephone 01922 453944 if you wish to discuss any prayer needs, including ongoing prayer ministry and 
details of the Prayer Circle. 
Wardens 

 Clive Thomas: 07811 341212 or email clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk  

 Sue Grundy: 07772 925069 or email susan.grundy@yahoo.com 

 Andrew Dickson: 07989 143388 or andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com 

 Vera Russell: 07806 519301 or email vjrus@gmail.com  

Safeguarding  
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. If you have concerns about how somebody might be treating 
you or another person, please do not hesitate to contact Sue Grundy (for children) on 07772 925069 or 
Sue Quibell (for adults) on 07889 885545 (see poster in church foyer for other numbers and information). 
A copy of our safeguarding policy is available from the church foyer and church office.  
Fabrics and Health and Safety – Andrew Dickson may be contacted via 07989 143388 or 
andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com directly, if you notice or need help with any such issues.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cooper and Jordan School Applications: Parents should be aware that we follow the school’s 
admission policy on attendance and in accordance with Diocesan guidelines ‘regular attendance’ at 
worship constitutes a minimum of at least two services per month. The guidelines further suggest 
that regular attendance should have been for at least two years before application. Please see the 
Welcome Desk to ensure your attendance is recorded. New information: Supporting letters are now 
being done in batches when we receive the list of applications from C&J. The letters are then sent 
directly back to C&J but feel free to check with our office that your child’s name features in the list. 
Thanks, Genette.  
 
 
 
 

Gift Aid: The Government adds 25% to each ‘Gift Aided’ donation at no cost to you.  If you don’t have 
a regular Gift Aid arrangement, but would nevertheless like to Gift Aid a donation today, please use 
one of the brown Gift Aid envelopes available from the leaflet rack, or do ask a Steward to find one for 
you.  Please see our Treasurer, Ron Heaton for more information if needed. 
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