
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

A SERVICE FOR VE DAY 
 

The service has been prepared nationally before the lockdown, and is for you to use however works best 
for you. Suggested hymns are included here, but may be changed or omitted as desired.     
            
              God bless Andrew 
 
 

Greeting and Introduction 
 

Heaviness may endure for a night: but joy comes in the morning. 
God has been our refuge and our strength: a present help in time of trouble. 

 
 

Dear friends, today we commemorate the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe, when the sounds of war 
fell silent on this continent. We are conscious of our need for God’s forgiveness for the sin and the desire 
to dominate others that leads to conflict between people, and war between nations. And as we remember 
the many soldiers, sailors, and airmen who gave their lives restraining evil and opposing tyranny, so we 
also come in thanksgiving for the years of peace that the nations of Europe have enjoyed since the Second 
World War. We are invited to be joyful today, as were those who gathered on that first Victory day, glad of 
each other’s company, and grateful for the laughter and love that follows times of sadness and loss. But 
above all things, let us pray that God’s will may be done on earth as it is in heaven, as we join our voices 
together and say: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Hymn ‘Praise, my soul, the King of heaven’ or some other song or hymn of praise. 



Old Testament Reading, Micah 4: 1-4 
God’s promised time of peace 

 
In days to come 

   the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

   and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it,  

   and many nations shall come and say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

   to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

   and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  
He shall judge between many peoples, 

   and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

   neither shall they learn war any more;  
but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, 

   and no one shall make them afraid; 
   for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.  

 
 

 

Hymn ‘Lord, for the years’ 

 
 

New Testament Reading 2 Corinthians 5.16–21 
The call to be reconciled. 

 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ 
from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who rec-
onciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message 
of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we 
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God 
 
 
 

Responsory 
 

Your salvation is near to those who fear you, that glory may dwell in our land. 
Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other, that glory may dwell in 

our land. 
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 

steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 
Your salvation is near to those who fear you, that glory may dwell in our land. 

Cf Psalms 84, 89 
 

 
 
 
Hymn ‘Now thank we all our God.’ 



Address 
 

       As I write this, I was born 61 years ago, so am very much a member of the post-war generation. When a 
child, war was a thing of excitement and a rich resource for play, and games and make-believe. Perhaps this 
was fuelled by the films we saw, perhaps also by the fact that those who had lived through the realities and hor-
rors of the quite recent 1939-45 War did not speak much of them. Some films told of heroism in adversity; 
Dunkirk, arctic convoys or risky missions in occupied territory; some told of amazing technical advances that 
led to unpredicted success, radar, bouncing bombs or decoding enemy plans; and yet others of civilian determi-
nation to make the best of things, of the brotherhood of comrades in arms, and of the sacrifice of the brave. I 
remember, it was clear who were goodies and baddies, and deep down, although there were casualties amongst 
“our” side, the final outcome was never in doubt. 
 
        As I grew up in teenage years, I preferred to leave behind these fictionalised accounts of reality, and to 
read more of the history and biography of the period. But these still were mostly from “our” side, and focused 
on the military and naval, rather than the civilian experience. Although I went to a school with a lot of Jewish 
people, the Holocaust was never mentioned. Nor were questions about carpet bombing, eugenics, nationalism 
voiced. As I became an adult the more questions I had, and in those years our society had also moved on, ques-
tions became more allowed. 
 
        The 14-18 War had started as a conflict amongst empires, and ended with the destruction of the German, 
Russian, Austro-Hungarian and Turkish empires. It became a War to end all Wars, and the 39-45 War proved it 
had failed. This Second War, the ending of which we commemorate today, became a war to end dictatorship, 
totalitarianism, genocide and inhumanity and to allow freedom, civilisation, tolerance and humanity. It 
achieved many of these and much more, but like its predecessor it also failed as it left half of Europe under a 
different dictatorship with all its associated horrors.     
        
         Now there are very few people left who served in the armed services in this 39-45 War, the survivors are 
more likely to be those who lived through it all on the home front as children; those evacuated perhaps to idyl-
lic rural places or to where there was abuse; those who remember the fear of sirens, and doodle-bugs, of bangs 
and vibrations; those who had members of their family killed, and those who had family members who came 
back as strangers after a long time away; memories of rationing and collective sing-songs and mutual support. 
 
         As an adult, as well as listening to many people’s experiences of these years, and visiting places and mu-
seums in this country, I have also visited Berlin and seen the wall that scarred Europe, D-day and Dunkirk 
beaches, my great uncle’s grave who died close to Arnhem, and also visited the sites of concentration camps 
and sites of atrocities in Germany, Italy, Slovenia, Holland, France, Czeck Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, and 
most movingly and terribly, Auschwitz in Poland. These have given much food for thought and challenge over 
the years.  
 

          Today, as we are in this strange time and not commemorating as originally intended. We all have differ-
ent memories, associations and feelings as we commemorate the end of that war in Europe (and to be forceful 
and diplomatic, need to be reminded that end of the war with Japan was still months away). The prayers pro-
vided at the end of this service give us a focus for this time; prayers for those who served, those who died, ci-
vilians, soldiers, sailors and airmen, and for continuing peace. The Old Testament Reading set today has a plea 
from an era where the sophistication of the arms of 39-45 let alone modern weaponry were beyond nightmares, 
and pleads nations “shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more”. Perhaps, because of knowing that we 
as human societies have kept and used our 21st century swords and spears, the second official reading talks of 
reconciliation. Reconciliation that has been effected by Christ; firstly reconciling humanity to God, and then 
commissioning humanity to be those who bring and effect the message of reconciliation one to another. The 
basis of these reconciliations is that the constraints of the past have been done away with, and we are offered a 
new way, and new way in Christ.   
 
              So today, as we remember the end of  the European part of the 39-45 war; we acknowledge and give 
thanks for those who endured that conflict, for the acts of courage, sacrifice and commitment; we pray for the 
many, many victims both those who died and those whose lives were scarred or transformed. But to really do 
justice to all these groups we try to recommit ourselves to eradicating the attitudes and structures that led to 
that war, to transforming all that counts as swords and spears into all that counts as ploughshares and pruning 
hooks in our 21st century world, and as our most important homage to those who lost lives in that war, to seek 
reconciliation based on God’s love for all at a personal, community, national and international level. 
   



“God… has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to him-
self, ….. and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.” 
 
“Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall we learn war any more; but all shall sit under 
their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make us afraid; for the mouth of the Lord 
of hosts has spoken.” 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. and the Blessing of the Lord of hosts, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. Amen. 
 
Andrew     

Prayers 
 

Prayers may include the following: 
- an expression of sorrow for the atrocities of war; 
- that former enemies may be forgiven, 
- that we may be freed from feelings of fear, revenge, and xenophobia, 
- and finally, that we may be thankful for times of peace and find joy in the 
company of one another. 
 

Other Forms of prayer may be found in the Appendix below. 
 

 

An Act of Commitment 
 

Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God and our fellow men and women: that we may help, en-
courage and comfort others, and support those working for the relief of the needy and for the peace and 
welfare of the nations. 
 

Lord God our Father, 
we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind, 

in the cause of peace, 
for the relief of want and suffering, 

and for the praise of your name. 
Guide us by your Spirit; 

give us wisdom; 
give us courage; 

give us hope; 
and keep us faithful now and always. 

Amen. 
 

O Lord our God, 
as we remember, teach us the ways of peace. As we treasure memories, teach us to hope. 
As we give thanks for the sacrifices of the past, help us to make your future in this world, 

until your kingdom come. 
Amen. 

 

Collect for Peace 
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: 

kindle in the hearts of all people the true love of peace; 
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom 

those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; 
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, 

till the earth is filled with the knowledge of thy love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



A prayer for the Sovereign 
Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, 
bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, 

and all who are in authority under her; 
that they may order all things 

in wisdom and equity, righteousness and peace, 
to the honour of your name, 

and the good of your Church and people; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

The National Anthem 
 
 

 

Blessing 
May God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; 

to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth, 
and all people, peace and concord; 

and to us and all his servants, life everlasting; 
and may the blessing of God almighty, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
come down upon us and remain with us always. 

Amen. 
 

 

Hymn ‘Guide me, O thou great Redeemer/Jehovah’ or ‘King of glory, King of peace’ 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX OF PRAYERS 

from the Royal Naval Chaplaincy resources for VE Day 

 

For those who served and died in World War II  
O God of truth and justice,  

we hold before you those men and women  
who have died in active service,  

particularly in the Second World War,  
whose sacrifice brought Victory in Europe.  

As we honour their courage and cherish their memory,  
may we put our faith in your future;  

for you are the source of life and hope,  
now and for ever.  Amen.  

 
 

 

For those who serve today  
O Lord God of Hosts,  

stretch forth, we pray, your almighty arm  
to strengthen and protect our service men and women.  

Support them in times of conflict,  
and in their rest and training keep them safe from all evil;  

endue them with courage and loyalty;  
and grant that in all things they may serve without reproach;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

 



For the peace of the world  
O God, who would fold both heaven and earth in a single peace;  

that the design of your great love lighten upon the waste of our wraths and sorrows  
and give peace to your church, peace among nations, peace in our dwellings and peace in our hearts;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Sir Francis Drake’s prayer  
O Lord, when thou givest to thy servants to endeavour in any great matter,  

Grant us also to know that it is not the beginning  
but the continuing of the same until it be thoroughly finished  

that yieldeth the true glory,  
through him for the finishing of thy work laid down his life,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 

Prayer of Saint Ignatius  
Teach us, good Lord, to serve you as you deserve;  

to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds;  
to toil and not to seek for rest; to labour and not to seek for any reward,  

save that of knowing that we do your will. Amen.  

 
 

The Naval Prayer  
O Eternal Lord God,  

who alone spreadest out the heavens and rulest the raging of the sea;  
who has compassed the waters with bounds until day and night come to an end;  

be pleased to receive into Thy almighty and most gracious protection  
the persons of us Thy servants, and the Fleet in which we serve.  

Preserve us from the dangers of the sea and of the air,  
and from the violence of the enemy;  

that we may be a safeguard unto our most gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth,  
and her Dominions,  

and a security for such as pass upon the seas upon their lawful occasions;  
that the inhabitants of our islands and Commonwealth may in peace and quietness serve Thee our God;  

and that we may return in safety to enjoy the blessings of the land,  
with the fruits of our labours, and with a thankful remembrance of Thy mercies  

to praise and glorify Thy Holy Name; Amen.  
 

 
An Army Collect  

Almighty God, whose command is overall and whose love never fails,  
let us be aware of your presence and obedient to your will.  

Help us to accept our share of responsibility with strong heart and cheerful mind.  
Make us considerate of those with whom we live and serve,  

and faithful to the duties our country has entrusted to us.  
Let our uniform remind us daily of the traditions of the Army in which we serve.  

When we are tempted to sin, let us resist.  
When we fail, give us courage to try again.  

Guide us with the light of your truth,  
and keep before us the example of Jesus in whose name we pray and in whom we trust. Amen. 

 
 

Royal Air Force Collect  
Almighty God, who has promised that they who wait upon thee shall renew their strength and mount up with 

wings, as eagles, we commend to thy fatherly protection all who serve in the Royal Air Force. Uplift and 
support us in our endeavour, that we may be a safeguard unto our most gracious Sovereign Lady Queen Eliz-
abeth and a sure defence to our homeland. Help us to fulfil our several duties with honour, goodwill and in-
tegrity, and grant that we may prove to be worthy successors of those who by their valour and sacrifice did 

nobly save their day and generation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


