
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

Sunday in Ascensiontide ~ May 24th 2020 
 

 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
There are a good number of services that can be viewed online, perhaps especially Ely Cathedral, and I 
hope you are also watching those on TV or listening to those on the Radio. Last Sunday I watched good 

contributions from St Albans, Ely and Leicester Cathedrals, and you may have found others. 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

 

I hope you have received the prayers and guidance for “Spiritual Communion”  
 
 
 

Prayers for this Week 
 

God our Father, glorify your Son 
in the lives of the people called by his name, 

Through no merit of ours, you have made us your own,  
to be your witness on earth. 

Keep us true to the name we bear,  
that people everywhere may know 

that you are the God and lover of us all.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  

the resurrection and the life, 
who lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God for ever and ever.  
Amen 

 

Threefold One, relationship in unity, 
 love given and love received through all ages long: 

give us that unity which is not enclosed 
but alive and accepting with the open heart of love; 

through Jesus Christ, the glory of God.  
Amen 



Gospel, John 17 v1-11 
Jesus looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 

you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 

And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glo-

rified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own pres-

ence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.  

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave 

them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for 

the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 

from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are 

mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I 

am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as 

we are one.  

Meditation 
 

We should normally be singing this Sunday (and I am sure some of you will be having a go at home now): 
 
The head that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with glory now; 
 a royal diadem adorns the mighty Victor's brow. 
The highest place that heav'n affords is his, is his by right, 
 the King of kings and Lord of lords, and heav'n's eternal Light: 
The joy of all who dwell above, the joy of all below, 
 to whom he manifests his love, and grants his name to know. 
To them the cross, with all its shame, with all its grace, is giv'n; 
 their name an everlasting name, their joy the joy of heav'n. 
They suffer with the Lord below, they reign with him above; 
 their profit and their joy to know the myst'ry of his love. 
The cross he bore is life and health, though shame and death to him; 
 his people's hope, his people's wealth, their everlasting theme. 
 
We do not know how long it will be till we are able to gather in churches; and if, when we are permitted, wheth-
er singing will be allowed. Of course about half our services do not normally include singing, and half do, so it 
is not essential for worship, but it is a frequent ingredient to allow a response to being in God’s presence, and to 
bring people participating together so we are changed from individuals to a community, from an audience to a 
congregation. It is also perhaps true that we learn at least as much about our faith from the words of hymns as 
we do from prayers or readings. So hymns and singing are important, and we will have to reflect seriously 
(ideas welcome) about providing for those who are used to singing in services if that is not permitted. 
 
“The head that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with glory now;” our ascensiontide hymn is inspired 
by our Gospel reading. Sometimes when we use “glory” in our conversations today it has echoes of self indul-
gence or foolhardiness. Someone who seeks glory may be seen as brave and heroic, but often with a touch of 
foolishness and disregard of risk; they may be unselfish, they may be a superb example, or they may be some-
one who is seeking to be noticed, to be the centre of attention. Outside of church, in our language today, we of-
ten use “glory” with ambivalent overtones. 
 
And in Church ? How do we see glory, and use the word? Maybe it just trips off our tongue without a great de-
gree of thought, just a good word to throw in, describing God, ascribing to God, and just something to have in 
the atmosphere around us. I must confess to be rather irritated by some hymns that use phrases like “Give God 
Glory” or “We glorify you…” or associated ideas like “We raise you up…….”, “We enthrone you………” for 
they seem to indicate that we place God on his throne, we give him glory, whilst the reverse is true, it is God 
who gives us Glory, and we hope God can see his Glory reflected in us; but it definitely comes from him, Glory 
originates with God. 
 
In today’s John reading, the Father glorifies the Son as the Son has glorified the Father by fulfilling on earth 
God’s purposes. This Glory was with Christ before time; it may have been lost from sight in the cruelty of the 
cross or even simply laid aside when Jesus came and dwelt among us as one of us, but now it is restored and  



revealed. We do not give Christ Glory, the Father does. We do not give the Father Glory, the Son does through 
what he has done on earth. Perhaps some of the original Jewish hearers of this gospel would have associated God’s 
glory as a sign that God was dwelling with his people, whether that was through descriptions of God’s appearance 
in the Temple, to individual prophets or leaders, or a time of great need. For those familiar with the Old Testament 
God’s glory, perhaps experienced as light or heat in dramatic ways was a sign that God was here and making a 
practical difference. Perhaps, that is why we sing at Christmas (like I said we learn of our faith through our 
hymns),“While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, the angel of the Lord came 
down, and glory shone around.” and who we echo at many communion services “Glory to God in the highest, and 
peace to his people on earth…. (and you can carry on !) 
 
Glory originates from God. We cannot, do not, add to his glory. We do not earn his glory. We do not raise him up 
or enthrone him; rather we receive, experience, benefit from his glory. There always seems to be that human reli-
gious tendency to turn those things which are the free gifts from God and express his real nature, into things we 
earn, or do, or build up. We want to be those who make, create or enlarge God; we want to take the credit, or to 
deserve or earn from God; whilst the reality they are all from God as free gifts. We want to make God’s salvation 
or love something we can achieve, for we fear that if God gives it to all with such generosity it devalues our share 
in it. We succumb to the religious tendency to want to make God limited, rationing or reluctant, when the truth is 
he is generous, ubiquitous and without limit. His love for each one of us is not diminished or devalued by his love 
for all those others; but we feel we want to be special and so we place limits on God, and so we convince ourselves 
we can earn from God, salvation or love, or……. 
 
Glory originates from God. We cannot, do not, add to his glory. We do not earn his glory; the head that once was 
crowned with thorns is crowned with glory now; and as the rest of the hymn goes on to say,  we all have the bene-
fits of Jesus’s glory. the joy of all below, to whom he manifests his love, and grants his name to know. So, we can 
affirm, not giving glory, but basking in it;  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be; 
world without end. Amen. 
 

Andrew  

Prayers 
 

Let us join our prayers with those of our Saviour Christ seeking the Father’s blessing and the gift of the Spirit: 
 

Jesus Christ, great high priest, living ever to intercede for us,  
pray for the Church, your broken body in the world... 

Jesus Christ, king of righteousness, enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high,  
pray for the world and make it subject to your gentle rule... 

Jesus Christ, Son of Man, drawing humanity into the life of God,  
pray for your brothers and sisters in need, distress or sorrow... 

Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation, bring us to glory through your death and resurrection, surround, with your 
saints and angels, those who have died trusting your promises... 

Jesus Christ, lover of all things, ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, pray for us who receive 
the gifts you give us for work in your service… 

Jesus Christ, keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace,  
and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet,  

for you are alive and reign with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  
Amen 

 
  

As we wait in silence, make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we listen to your word, make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we worship you in majesty, make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing, make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing, make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your equipping, make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your empowering, make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
Amen 


