
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

6
th

 Sunday of Easter ~ May 17th 2020 
 

Alleluia Christ is risen, he is risen indeed, Alleluia. 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
There are a good number of services that can be viewed online, perhaps especially Ely Cathedral, and I 
hope you are also watching those on TV or listening to those on the Radio. Last Sunday I watched good 

contributions from St Albans and Leicester Cathedrals, and you may have found others. 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

 

I hope you have received the prayers and guidance for “Spiritual Communion”  
 
 
 

Prayers for this Week 
 

Faithful God, who loves us in Jesus Christ,  
send your Spirit of truth to dwell within us,  

that we may reject what is false,  
live by the commands of Christ,  

and be true to the love you have shown us. 
Grant this through Jesus Christ ,  

the resurrection and the life, 
who lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Trinity of love,  
inviting us to abide in you: 

may we follow the Spirit of truth 
through desert wild and city street, 
rutted field and snowbound height, 

battleground and market square, 
that your demanding love 
might speak to the heart 
of the manifold world; 

through Jesus Christ, our Brother. Amen. 



Old Testament Reading, Genesis 8 v20- 9 v17 
Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt-

offerings on the altar. And when the Lord smelt the pleasing odour, the Lord said in his heart, ‘I will never 

again curse the ground because of humankind, for the inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will 

I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done. As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, 

cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.’  

God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. The fear and 

dread of you shall rest on every animal of the earth, and on every bird of the air, on everything that creeps on 

the ground, and on all the fish of the sea; into your hand they are delivered. Every moving thing that lives shall 

be food for you; and just as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. Only, you shall not eat flesh 

with its life, that is, its blood. For your own lifeblood I will surely require a reckoning: from every animal I will 

require it and from human beings, each one for the blood of another, I will require a reckoning for human life.  

Whoever sheds the blood of a human, by a human shall that person’s blood be shed; for in his own image God 

made humankind. And you, be fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and multiply in it.’  

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 

descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and eve-

ry animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never 

again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 

earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 

that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the cove-

nant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will re-

member my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 

never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ God said to Noah, 

‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’  

  

Gospel, John 14 v15-21 
Jesus said to his disciples; ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot re-

ceive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 

you.  

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 

will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 

and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’  

We have finally reached the end of the Flood, Noah and the Ark narrative. At last the rainbow appears; at last 
life will resume; at last God’s blessing is revealed.  
 
     As I have mentioned before as we have read this over the last three weeks, we have two versions of the story 
brought together. For one version the emphasis is on being fruitful and multiplying, and for God’s Covenant 
with his people, with the rainbow as the sign that God is a creator not a destroyer. This was the poetic version 
which had the animals going in two by two, ready for the future multiplications and fruitfulness, and God gives 
the richness of creation for all species to occupy and to live together in mutually dependent relationships. 
 
      For the other version, one more concerned with details and rules and rituals. As soon as Noah leaves the ark 
and gets onto dry land it seems as if he has a B-B-Q, or rather he offers animal sacrifices.  He takes one of each 
of the clean animals and offers them on a newly built altar. (That is why this version insists on seven pairs of 
clean animals so they can both multiply and be sacrificed, and only one of the unclean who will not be needed 
for sacrifice). This version also wants to make clear the sacred nature of life, symbolised by blood. So this ver-
sion is written for a people who know of food laws (kosher) that means you cannot eat blood, and knows of ani-
mal sacrifice on altars, and provides an explanation of why these are part of the life of God’s people. The sacri-
fice cements the relationship between God and his people; it restores any breaches in that relationship; it gives 
thanks that God has his people, and the people have God; and it proclaims peace for all creation.    



   Now we might regard all these objectives as laudable and praiseworthy; relationship, restoration, thanksgiv-
ing and peace; but, I rather suspect, however much we may enjoy roast meat or bar-b-q’s we don’t connect with 
sacrifice as being a way to worship. What does it mean for us to worship? What are the ingredients that are mean-
ingful for us? At this time when we cannot gather in churches as usual, and may not be able to do so for some time, 
how can we worship. (The government have said churches will not reopen until after July 4th; that does not mean 
they will restart on 5th July, but that it will not be before then. There are three hurdles before church services; 1 
Government permission, 2 being able to meet the cleaning or other requirements, 3 there being enough public con-
fidence for people to want to come.) 
 
         Worship and prayer are related. but they are not the same thing. When we pray, we may be asking God, we 
may be confessing and asking for forgiveness, we may be giving thanks to God; we may more be listening and try-
ing to conform our way to God’s way. We can pray alone or together, during worship or at other times, we may be 
in church, a favourite place or just seizing the moment. 
 
         Worship more puts the emphasis of being in the presence of God, and of being our response to what God has 
done for us. So yes, we may pray, ask, confess, thank, listen and are changed in worship, but we are more basking, 
sun-bathing in the presence of God and letting his warmth tan and change us. Worship can be formal or spontane-
ous; worship can be noisy or quiet; worship can be joyful or sad; worship can be emotional and intellectual. Tradi-
tionally our Worship has several ingredients or sections. 
 
Gathering. Acknowledging that we are in the presence of God. For  much of Chr istian history there has been 
an emphasis on the need to prepare ourselves to meet God, as if we came as we were we would not be acceptable, 
and this can be found both in dress codes for services and confessions at the beginning of services. Certainly, it is 
helpful to have a realistic view of ourselves, but I would want to emphasise God’s welcome of all people. It seems 
good to me that our gathering should also express our joy when we encounter God. 
 
The Sources and Resources of Faith. Sometimes explained as sitting on a  three-legged stool; 1. Reading the 
bible. 2. Hearing of Christian people’s understanding throughout the ages. 3. Using our God given gifts to find in-
sights, connections for ourselves and communities. 
 
So, this part of the service usually has more than one reading to reflect the diversity of the scriptural tradition and 
so we experience the wonder of scripture rather than seeing it as a book of answers or an instruction manual. We 
often recite creeds or hear of understanding from other times or places, and a good sermon ought to stimulate us to 
think, question and reflect. We also try to give ourselves time through prayer to acknowledge our connectiveness 
with others and to align all we are with God. 
 
Action or Sacrament Jesus came and dwelt amongst humanity, he saw, touched, tasted, smelled and heard. So, we 
use our senses as Jesus does, to experience reality, which may be as we obey his command taking bread and wine, 
which becomes for us his body and blood to do this in remembrance of him. It may be baptism, where we 
acknowledge that we are given new life in Christ. Or it may be other creative actions which demonstrate the reality 
of God; sharing the peace, placing a pebble, creating a picture, writing a poem, all of which inform us of what God 
does for us. 
 
Sending Out All too often the neglected par t of worship. We come in order  to go out; we gather  to be dis-
persed; we are changed so we can change others; we are saved so as to be saving for others. God has no hands, 
ears, eyes or feet but ours; Jesus asks that we pray that his kingdom comes on earth as already in heaven. Jesus 
changed those around him from disciples (those called) to apostles (those sent). Go in peace to love and serve the 
Lord says it all. 
 

      So, in our isolation or household groups, using resources on line or in books, we can worship. Gather in your 
mind both those dear to you, and those who are more ordinary parts of your life. Reflect on the Resources of faith. 
Realise what Actions God has done for you and all of us; Holy Communion is no more essential to us here and 
now, than animal sacrifice was to us in our churches before lockdown. Know that even if you cannot go out, you 
are continually being Sent to use all that you are or have to participate actively in his kingdom.  
 
     That brings me to today’s destination, today’s Gospel reading. Here Jesus says as the disciples are transformed 
to apostles; you will have the Spirit, God’s real presence. You will be surrounded by love, as love surrounds the 
Father and Son. And we too receive those promises, we are not left as orphans, but to be living with the Spirit, to 
be loved, and to be asked to share that love. 
 

 Alleluia Christ is risen, he is risen indeed, Alleluia. 
 

              Andrew  



Prayers 
 

 

Through Christ, who ever lives to make intercession for us, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lift up our hearts to the heavenly places 

and inspire us to serve you as a royal priesthood. 
Let all peoples acknowledge your kingdom 

and grant on earth the blessing of peace. 
Send down upon us the gift of the Spirit 

and renew your Church with power from on high. 
May peace abound and righteousness flourish, 

that we may vanquish injustice and wrong. 
Help us to proclaim the good news of salvation, 

and grant us the needful gifts of your grace. 
Let us commend the world, for which Christ prays, 

to the mercy and protection of  God. 
 
 

As we wait in silence, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we listen to your word,  
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we worship you in majesty, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your refreshing 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your renewing, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your equipping, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your empowering, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

 
Amen 

 


