
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

5
th

 Sunday of Easter ~ May 10th 2020 
 

Alleluia Christ is risen, he is risen indeed, Alleluia. 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
There are a good number of services that can be viewed online, perhaps especially Ely Cathedral, and I 
hope you are also watching those on TV or listening to those on the Radio. Last Sunday I watched good 

contributions from St Albans and Leicester Cathedrals, and you may have found others. 

 
"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

 

I hope you have received the prayers and guidance for “Spiritual Communion”  
 
 
 
 

Prayers for this Week 
 
 

We have beheld your glory, O God,  
in the face of Christ Jesus your Son. 

Enliven our faith, that through Christ we may put our trust in you. 
Deepen our faith, that in Christ we may serve you. 

Complete our faith, that one day we may live with you 
in that place which Christ prepares for us, 

where he lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God for ever and ever. Amen, 

 

Generous God, whose way is love, 
whose truth is searching, 

whose life is freely given in Jesus Christ our Lord: 
as you have opened for us your house of many rooms,  
so may we make a place for the rejected and unloved,  

and share the work of peace: 
through Jesus Christ, the image of God. 

Amen. 



Old Testament Reading, Genesis 8 v1-19 
God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and all the domestic animals that were with him in the ark. 

And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided; the fountains of the deep and the windows 

of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, and the waters gradually receded from the 

earth. At the end of one hundred and fifty days the waters had abated; and in the seventh month, on the seven-

teenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. The waters continued to abate until 

the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains appeared.  

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and sent out the raven; and it 

went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the 

waters had subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to 

him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and 

brought it into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; and 

the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew 

that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it 

did not return to him any more.  

In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from 

the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the ground was dry-

ing. In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. Then God said to Noah, 

‘Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every 

living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—

so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.’ So Noah went out with his sons 

and his wife and his sons’ wives. And every animal, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that 

moves on the earth, went out of the ark by families.  

 

Gospel, John 14 v1-14 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many 

dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 

also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where 

you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do 

know him and have seen him.’  

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with 

you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 

say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I 

say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very 

truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 

than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.  

We rejoin our Noah’s ark story as the rain stops. They have already been in the ark for 40 days whilst the 
flood rose ever higher. There is now water everywhere, nothing else to be seen from horizon to horizon. 
 

They wait 150 days as the waters go down. 
They wait from 17/7 to 1/10 for the waters to go down further. 
After 40 days they let a raven out to seek dry land. 
Noah sends a dove, no where to land, wait a week. 
Noah sends out a dove again, again no where to land, but some evidence in an olive branch of dry land, 

so wait another week. 
Noah sends out the dove for a third time – it finds land and does not return. 
Now on 1/1, 2 months after the Raven set out, they see dry land, 
Nearly two months later from 1/1 to 27/2 the land is dry enough to leave the ark. 



Now, I know that here in Genesis, there are two versions of a very similar story intertwined here, one with raven 

and calendars, and the other with doves and weekly interludes, but the point in both versions is that there was a lot 

of waiting, and when the biblical compilers united the two accounts, it makes the wait seem even longer – when the 

rain stopped it was a very long time before anyone could leave the ark! 

 

Does that make any connections with us now?  

Are we feeling locked up and impatient for normality to be restored? 

How are we balancing the health and economic factors?  

Do we want to make the decisions for ourselves, or do we want instructions from the government? 

 

Perhaps we would find it fruitful to examine some of the factors for why we might think as we do. 

 

We are all in lockdown in different situations. Some are on their own, others in quite crowded situations. Some 

people are busy, homeworking, homeschooling, or some are busy with lots of hobbies, interests, or maybe getting 

the garden or house straight. For some, being free of the stresses of deadlines is liberating, for others the lack of 

routine can be a strength or a pressure. Some are living with those whom they would most choose to be with, others 

have more mixed combinations, and some are very aware of who we are not in proximity with either because of the 

restrictions of lockdown, illness and those who have died. 

 

We are also different personalities and at different stages of life. Some like to wait upon events, others like to be in 

control. Some like to take things one at a time, other like to see the big picture. Some are more than content with 

their own company, others long to be part of a crowd. Some people like to be spontaneous, others like to be well 

planned. Certainty energises some, drains others, likewise uncertainty generates excitement for some and dread for 

others. For some, time left in this life seems too short to be restricted like this, others are happy to put things off 

into next year or the future. Some hate being labelled vulnerable, others rejoice the extra care being shown to them.       

 

We are all different, and that changes what we want to happen over lockdown, reflecting our personalities, our situ-

ations and stage of life, and whether we feel stressed or content. What we want to happen depends on who we are, 

what our current situation is, as well as any medical-scientific evidence and our view of those in power.  

 

Noah, his family, and the menagerie of animals, birds, creepy crawly things in the ark, all in it together, had to 

wait, and wait, and wait again before life moved forward.  

 

In contrast, Thomas wanted to know the Way, and was told that from now, from this moment, he knew and saw. 

Philip wanted to be shown and be satisfied, and was asked to do now what Jesus had been doing. They both got an 

immediate answer which asked for an immediate response. 

 

Jesus’s dialogue with these two, Thomas and Philip, is not the last word, but it is a word meant also for us now. We 

know Christ now, because he believes and trusts in us. Because we know Christ, we know the Father, and have ac-

cess to the Way, Truth, and Life and can dwell in his many rooms. Because we dwell with Christ as Christ dwells 

with his Father, we can do the work of the Father here and now, as Christ has done his Father’s will. 

 

So, todays reading seem to point to two poles, two paradoxical realities. We have to wait, maybe for some time. 

We have to live with uncertainty and to what, when and how the future will come and life return to normality (or 

perhaps move on to a new normality). We are with God now, and he calls us to respond now to him in our current 

situation. We have the certainty and continuity of dwelling with him in his many rooms, although we are all isolat-

ed in our many homes. 

 

We have to wait, live with uncertainty and change, AND we have the certainty of God’s unending presence. Keep 

waiting, AND this time is precious. Huge questions and uncertainty, AND the certainty of God’s love. Maybe that 

reflects the fundamental paradoxical nature of God; Christ both divine and human, and as we proclaim at each 

communion; 

 

The Lord is here; his spirt is with us, 

Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again. 

              Andrew  



Prayers 
Litany – for the darkness of waiting. 

(Written for Advent Sunday 1985 by Women in Theology) 

 

 

For the darkness of waiting, of not knowing what is to come,  

of staying ready and quiet and attentive,  

we praise you O God: for the darkness and the light are both alike to you. 

 

For the darkness of staying silent, for the terror of having nothing to say,  

and for the greater terror , of needing to say nothing,  

we praise you O God: for the darkness and the light are both alike to you. 

 

For the darkness of loving, in which it is safe to surrender,  

to let go of our self protection and to stop holding back our desire,  

we praise you O God: for the darkness and the light are both alike to you. 

 

For the darkness of choosing, when you give us the moment to speak,  

and act, and change, and we cannot know what we have set in motion,  

but we still have to take the risk,  

we praise you O God: for the darkness and the light are both alike to you. 

 

For the darkness of hoping in a world which longs for you,  

and for the wrestling and labouring of all creation, for wholeness and justice and freedom,  

we praise you O God: for the darkness and the light are both alike to you. 

Amen 

 

  

 

 

 

O thou sudden God, generous in mercy 

quickener of new life, giver of new love 

irreverent, subversive, deep source of yearning 

startling comforter, bearer of darkness 

unmaker of old paths, bringer of strange joy 

abundant, disturbing, healing unlooked for 

tender and piercing: late I have loved thee, 

O Christ, O beauty so ancient and so new. 

 

O God our comfort and challenge, whose presence is ever reliable 

and ever unexpected: grant us to grieve over what is ending 

without falling into despair and to enter our new lives and calling 

without forgetting your voice. 

May the God who shakes heaven and earth, 

whom death could not contain, who lives to disturb and heal us, 

bless you to go forth and live in the light of the gospel. 

Amen 

 


