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Watch the service 

Pope Francis joins Archbishops of Canterbury and York for Thy Kingdom 
Come Pentecost service 

Pope Francis will take part in an online church service alongside the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York and a number of other senior UK church leaders this Sunday. 

 
He will deliver a special message for the virtual service for Pentecost Sunday – the day 
Christians celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church. 

The service can be watched on the Church of England’s website, Facebook page or YouTube 
channel from 9am on Sunday 31 May. 

The service marks the finale of this year’s Thy Kingdom Come, an annual ecumenical global 
prayer movement for evangelisation between Ascension Day and Pentecost across 172 
countries. 
 
In his message, the Pope calls on all Christians to seek a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit in 
a world “experiencing a tragic famine of hope”. 

For full details visit the Thy Kingdom Come website. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/42628586384/videos/261825224927476
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvNuebjkSM4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvNuebjkSM4
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/stories/pope-delivers-special-message-pentecost-sunday-online-service-alongside-archbishops-and


 

As in previous weeks, the service will be available from 9am on Sunday on the Church of 
England’s website, Facebook page and on YouTube.  

An Order of Service PDF file is available to download. 

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout. 

 
** 

C of E has been ‘astonishingly present’ – says new Archbishop 
 
During the coronavirus crisis, the Church of England has been accused of “vacating the public square or 
of being absent.”  
So wrote Bishop Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York Designate, in a recent article for one of the 
national newspapers.  But he goes on: “I simply do not recognise (this).  The Church of England has been 
astonishingly present, albeit in many new and remarkable ways.”  
 
The Bishop then gave many examples of various local churches who have reacted with positive action 
during the crisis. Some have started food banks, helped refugees and asylum seekers, set up telephone 
prayer services, started zoom Bible groups, or organised children and youth events online.  
 
“These stories are being replicated up and down the country,” he continued. “Most astonishing of all, 
plenty of churches report very large numbers of people joining their streamed services.  
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland


“Of course, we long for our church buildings to reopen. But when they do, it won’t be business as usual 
– partly because we are discovering new ways of serving our communities.   
 
“When we do return to the sacred, beautiful space of our church buildings, with all their vital and 
much-missed resonances of continuity, I believe the Church of England will emerge from this stronger 
than it has been for a long while.  
 
Bishop Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York Designate, was writing in the Daily Telegraph on 12 th May 
2020. 
 

** 
Praying for end to coronavirus crisis, for frontline workers and the world’s 
poor 
 
British adults are praying for an end to the Covid-19 crisis, as well as for frontline workers and those living 
in poverty both in the UK and around the world, according to a new poll commissioned by Christian Aid. 
 
The research, undertaken by Savanta ComRes, found that one in four (26%) British adults say they have 
prayed for an end to the Covid-19 crisis since lockdown, while an equal proportion (26%) say they have 
prayed for people working on the frontline and other key workers since the crisis began. 
 
One in five (21%) British adults say they have prayed for people living in poverty in the UK or around the 
world since the lockdown. 
 
The poll also indicated that the Covid-19 lockdown is slightly more likely to increase than decrease people’s 
faith in God (5% vs. 2%), life after death (4% vs. 2%) and the power of prayer (5% vs. 2%). This was 
particularly true of younger Brits aged 18-24.    
 
Chine McDonald from Christian Aid said: “At times of crisis like the world is experiencing now, faith can 
play a key part in helping people to cope with daily realities and pressures.” 
 
** 

Use your old clothes to help others in poverty 
Lockdown drove many of us to do a Spring clear-out of our wardrobes.  But what do you do now do with 
the old clothes you no longer want? 
 
Charity shops may be closed for the time being, but there's still a way to donate your old items and 
support your favourite charities. Just go online and visit Thrift+ .  It is an online store where you can buy 
and donate great quality second-hand clothes. And you get to choose which cause to support when you 
make a donation. 
 
While lockdown measures are in place, they've introduced a doorstep collection service, so you don't need 
to leave your home to support life-transforming charities. 
 
** 
  

https://go.capuk.org/e/361711/2020-05-21/22cq2sh/418629194?h=9TVAXkBzJ33cmcYCoEuof5ltXtD0HMraw9jtE6ALGyY


Coronavirus, Church & You Survey 

The Covid-19 pandemic has obviously had a profound effect on churches. The lockdown has 
severely restricted ministry in areas such as pastoral care, fellowship groups, and serving the 
community. On the other hand, for those with online access, worship has taken on new and 
creative forms over the last few weeks. Many clergy and ministry teams have risen to the 
challenge of operating in the virtual environment. 

As we pass the most severe period of lockdown, it seems a good time to assess how churchgoers 
have responded to the experience, and what they think the future might hold. How well have 
people coped with the pandemic? Has it strengthened or weakened their faith? How has it been 
for clergy and ministry teams trying to work in this new environment? How have those receiving 
ministry found this novel experience? Will virtual ministry become part of the post-pandemic 
landscape, and will this be a good move for your church? 

We have developed a survey over the last few weeks in discussion with bishops, clergy and lay 
people which we hope will enable you to record your experience of the pandemic, the ministry you 
have given or received, and what you think will happen to churches in a post-pandemic world. In 
an article to launch the survey in the Church Times, the Bishop of Manchester, David Walker, 
wrote: “This survey is an attempt to go beyond anecdote… It will capture evidence of both 
excitement and fears for the future, of where stress levels have changed, and whether personal 
faith has weakened or grown.” 

This is an online survey, which we estimate it will take you about 20-30 minutes to complete. Most 
of the questions simply require you to tick boxes, though there are options to specify your 
particular circumstances, and an opportunity at the end for you to tell us your views in your own 
words. Alongside questions about the pandemic and ministry there are sections which ask about 
you: these are important because they will allow us to see how the lockdown is affecting different 
sorts of people in different contexts. 

The survey can be completed on mobile phones, though it is more quickly completed on devices 
with larger screens such as tablets or computers. 

You can access using the following link: https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2 

Please forward this link to any churches or churchgoers you feel might want to take part in the 
survey and support this research. We should have some initial results within a few weeks and will 
make these available as widely as we can. 

The Revd Professor Andrew Village, York St John University  a.village@yorksj.ac.uk 

The Revd Canon Professor Leslie J. Francis, Visiting Professor York St John University 

** 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2
mailto:a.village@yorksj.ac.uk


 

  

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/ 

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/


Daily Hope, the free dial-in worship phone line is available during 
the coronavirus lockdown 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly 
with those unable to join online church services in mind. 

The service is supported by the Church of England nationally as well as through the 
Connections group based at Holy Trinity Claygate in Surrey and the Christian charity Faith in 
Later Life.  

Callers to the line 
hear a short 
greeting from the 
Archbishop before 
being able to 
choose from a 
range of options, 
including hymns, 
prayers, 
reflections and 
advice on COVID-
19. 

Options available 
include materials 
also made 
available digitally 
by the Church of 
England’s 
Communications 
team such 
as Prayer During 
the Day and Night 
Prayer, updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of England weekly 
national online service. 

A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option 
entitled ‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the 
Connections group. 

** 

 
  

https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


Nigel Beeton works in Radiology in a hospital in the East of England. During this time of the 
coronavirus crisis, he is writing a weekly diary of his life at the hospital.  

 
On the Covid Frontline: 31st May 2020 
 

I had another new experience today – my first (and hopefully my only) 
coronavirus test.I had to sit in a little room about the size of a toilet 
cubicle, and a very cheery nurse (who I know very well from her 
normal job when she isn’t testing) came in dressed in PPE and stuck a 
swab up each nostril. I think the word is ‘uncomfortable’ rather than 
painful – don’t let me put you off being tested if you need a test – and 
it was all over in a trice. 

Now I’ve got you all worried that I’m suffering from the virus. Fear not, I am as fit as the proverbial 
butcher’s dog, but sadly one of my colleagues from CT has now tested positive and I was working 
quite closely with her last week, so they thought I and a few others should get the test to be on the 
safe side. 

I have to be thankful to have got through to the second half of May with 237 staff, a significant 
proportion of whom in direct contact with the public and with coronavirus sufferers, and not to have 
had a single one of them infected with the virus. We hope and pray that she will make a complete 
recovery, at the last bulletin she was still reasonably well. 

I am, as you all by now know, immensely proud of these wonderful people who get up each 
morning knowing the risks, but still they come.  I also hope that my own test is negative, not just 
for the usual reasons but because it would compel me to self-isolate, and I have a very good 
reason to want to be in the hospital next week. 

That reason is because next Thursday marks the end of a career in full-time radiography which 
began on 13th September 1978 when a scared young 18 year old entered the Luton and Dunstable 
Hospital in Bedfordshire to commence my training. Nearly 42 years later, I am retiring. Things are 
not quite the way I’d planned – but by the time the virus struck it was too late to change the actual 
dates because my replacements (yes, two!) have been appointed. 

A lot of people quite understandably are fearful of hospitals and dislike them. Well, the buildings 
are rarely pretty and the experiences to be had therein (such as having your nose swabbed) are 
frequently those we can do without, no matter how hard the staff try to make them pleasant. But 
when you work in hospitals, believe me, they really get into your blood. 

The whole atmosphere of a hospital as a workplace is, and always has been, uniquely wonderful. 
Especially when, as recently, the chips have been down, that sense of camaraderie is one that I 
would miss. So, I’ll be back later in June for a couple of days a week, but by then the responsibility 
for the safety of all those patients and staff will have passed on to other shoulders, and I shall just 
be a part time worker bee! Be warned – that will leave me more time to write my doggerel for the 
Parish Pump! 

That, of course depends on the pandemic not worsening again, and upon the staff staying well, 
otherwise it’ll be back to the PPE for me! 

    Nigel Beeton 



 
** 
Dr Peter Brierley considers the effect of coronavirus on our local churches. 

Coronavirus and local churches 

‘Going to church’ is not what it used to be. With our church buildings closed, many of us  now ‘go’ to 
services transmitted via YouTube or other social media. They last only about 45 minutes, half the length of 
a normal Sunday church service. 

Some churches also transmit a daily prayer slot, or provide a children’s programme on line once or twice a 
week.  All such seem to be popular and attract those who may well not have visited the relevant church for 
years!  

So – what are the positives in all this?  For there are some! 

Many non-regular church people watching.  It would seem that many people in isolation are watching these 
streamed services at home, many more than usually attend the church in question. Many churches are 
reporting increases from viewing of 20%, 50% or even 100%. 

Advantages of social media viewing.  It is easier to ‘attend’, especially for the elderly or disabled, and you 
can have a cup of tea alongside you if you wish! 

Popularity of format.  Some say they like the ‘personal’ approach with the preacher as he/she seems just a 
couple of feet away, which means the sermon is more likely to be listened to!  It’s usually shorter also.  It 
may help bring calm to worried people.  Some may be seeking answers from the Christian faith as to why 
God has sent or allowed this worldwide plague. 

What about the negative aspects of online services? 

Middle-class and/or resource dominance.  Many churchgoing people, particularly the elderly and less well-
off, do not have a smart phone, a tablet or computer. 

Primacy within the preaching is not known.  How far the Gospel is actually being preached is unknown; how 
many people are coming to faith is unknown. 

Long-term impact uncertain.   Online services cannot give the connectedness of face-to-face interaction, 
though they may suggest a wider and simpler framework for the future.  They cannot help loneliness to the 
same extent, nor can the minister get to know people personally. 

One probable long-term implication 

Helpful service supports faith image.  Churches which are now serving their local community, especially 
with meals, food banks, and other like services, are building an image of love and care.  Finance for such is 
often being donated by the churches, and volunteers are coming forward.  Those churches which do the 
most are likely to emerge the stronger, or at least more respected than they were. 

Dr Peter Brierley can be contacted at www.brierleyconsultancy.com 

 



 
 
 

VE Day 75 Tea Party at Home 
We created an afternoon tea scene amongst our bunting 
with tea and cake accompanied with my Major's cap and 
staff cane, lilacs in a vase with the red white and blue 
balloons adorning the music stand with the words we'll meet 
again upon it. We had fun creating it and it certainly seemed 
to catch the eye of passers by.  We hope you all had a 
memorable day. 
God Bless  

Clive and Carolyne 
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Other News 
 
Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus. 

 
 
 

Mental health 
• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 

uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources


 
 
  



 

 

If you are currently not supported and need some help with shopping, a prescription collection or a friendly 

chat then our NHS Volunteer Responders are ready to help.  

Please note, you should only get in touch if you fall into one of the following categories: 

• People aged 70 years and older with underlying health conditions 
• If you are in the ‘extremely vulnerable’ to COVID 19 group and have been sent a letter asking you to 

shield from the virus 
• People who are pregnant  
• If you are newly socially vulnerable as a result of COVID 19 
• People who have a disability as defined by the Equality Act 2010 
• Others with high-risk conditions could include: 

o People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma 
o People with serious heart conditions 
o People who are immunocompromised including because of cancer treatment 
o People of any age with severe obesity e.g. body mass index (BMI) over 40 
o Certain underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled, such as those with 

diabetes, dementia, renal failure, or liver disease might also be at risk 

If you meet any of these specific criteria, or you consider yourself medically vulnerable for another reason 

(for instance, you have Parkinson’s or Epilepsy) and you need help collecting shopping, medication or 

would like a telephone ‘check in and chat’ please call 

0808 196 3646 (8am to 8pm) to arrange volunteer support. 

I’m a carer – can I make a referral on someone else’s behalf? 

As someone with caring responsibilities, you are able to make a referral for someone that you care for that 

meets the above criteria. You can also make a referral for yourself, if this support helps you to continue in 

your caring role. Please call us on 0808 196 3646 to make a referral. 

tel:08081963646
tel:08081963646

