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Watch the service 

Duke of Cambridge joins CofE’s online service to mark 
end of Mental Health Awareness Week 

The Duke of Cambridge will urge people who are concerned about their mental health or 
that of others to reach out and start a conversation, in a contribution to this Sunday’s 
Church of England national online service, marking the end of Mental Health Awareness 
Week. 

The service, led by the Revd Professor Gina Radford, a Vicar in Devon and a former Deputy 
Chief Medical Officer for England, will include a series of prayers for all those whose mental 
health has been affected, their relatives, friends and carers. 

She will say in her sermon that Mental Health Awareness Week has had a ‘particular 
significance’ this year as more people struggle with mental health and well-being. 

“For some people of faith this is particularly challenging,” she will continue. “Surely, we 
might ask, my faith should get me through? But we need to face the reality that we are 
human – we are body, mind and spirit. We are all susceptible to mental ill-health, just as we 
are to physical ill-health.” 



 

 

Revd Professor Chris Cook, Director of the Centre for Spirituality, Theology and Health at 
Durham University and a former Professor of Psychiatry, will say prayers for all those whose 
mental health has suffered because of the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Other contributors to the service include Jenny Flannagan, from the charity Youthscape 
and Revd Peterson Feital, Missioner to the Creative Industries in the Diocese of London and 
the founder and Chief Executive of The Haven + London. 

Ms Flannagan, who works to support 14-19 year olds struggling with self-harm, will talk 
about the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on young people’s mental health. 

“Lots of young people are finding their anxiety is increasing, not knowing what is going to 
happen in the future. Lots of them are stuck in really difficult family situations, some of 
them are dealing with grief,” she will say. 

“I pray for all the young people that I work with that we will have the right words to help 
them to find the next step forward, to seed hope in their imaginations that there is a way 
forward, that there are other ways that they can manage some of these difficulties and to 
know that they are not alone.” 

The service will be interpreted into British Sign Language throughout and subtitles are a lso 
available. The hymns, some of which have been recorded remotely this week, are from the 
choirs of St Martin-in-the-Fields, directed by Andrew Earis. All were recorded separately in 
accordance with the rules on physical distancing. Tim Hughes kindly gave permission for the 
UK Blessing to be used, featuring contributions from more than 65 churches and movements 
across the country. 



 

As in previous weeks, the service will be available from 9am on Sunday on the Church of 
England’s website, Facebook page and on YouTube.  

An Order of Service PDF file is available to download. 

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout. 

 
** 

Confirmation of Election of Bishop Stephen Cottrell as the 
98th Archbishop of York, Thursday 9 July 2020 

Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell will be confirmed as the 98th 
Archbishop of York at 11am on Thursday 9 July 2020, in a service 
broadcast entirely via video conference due to the Coronavirus 
restrictions. As Presiding Judge, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most 
Revd Justin Welby, has granted permission for the virtual service to take 
place. 
The service, which had been due to take place in York Minster, will be in two parts:  a legal 
ceremony with readings, prayers and music; and a film marking the start of Bishop Stephen’s 
ministry as Archbishop of York.  

The service will include music from York Minster Choir and Manor Church of England 
Academy School (York). Young people from across the North of England, will read a letter 
written by the medieval religious scholar Alcuin of York. Bishop Stephen will offer his first 
address as Archbishop of York. Prayers will be offered for the Archbishop, the Diocese of 
York and the Northern Province of the Church of England as well as for the wider world in 
these difficult times.  

Commenting on the service, Bishop Stephen Cottrell said: “I am looking forward to 
beginning my ministry as the 98th Archbishop of York. This isn’t quite how I imagined it 
would begin. It is certainly the first time an Archbishop’s election will have been confirmed 
via video conference. But we’re all having to re-imagine how we live our lives and how we 
inhabit the world. These are difficult times. My hope is that through this service the love of 
God that is given us in Jesus Christ will shine out, perhaps even to those who while never 
attending a service in York Minster, might have a look online. I can still just about remember 
what it’s like to not be part of the Christian community. What inspired me to follow Jesus is 
that vision of a new humanity that I see in him. Following in the footsteps of my many 
predecessors, I look forward to serving our nation and bringing the love and peace of Christ 
to our world, especially here in the north.” 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland


The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby said: "Like so many across the Church of England 
and Anglican Communion, I am looking forward to welcoming Bishop Stephen to his new 
ministry with joy, thanksgiving and hope. He radiates the love of Jesus Christ wherever he 
goes, and along with my fellow bishops, I look forward to serving alongside him.  These are 
difficult times for everyone, and frightening and painful times for many. But we believe as 
strongly as ever that Jesus is the light that shines in the darkness. I pray that this new 
beginning for Bishop Stephen as he becomes Archbishop of York is also a moment that 
refreshes our hope, deepens our faith and sends us out with new energy to love and serve 
others in Christ’s name.” 

Commenting on behalf of the Bishops of the Northern Province, the Bishop of Newcastle, 
Christine Hardman said: “The Bishops of the Province of York welcome Bishop Stephen to his  
new ministry and look forward to working with him in serving communities across the north 
and in building confidence in the good news of Jesus Christ.”  

The Dean of York, the Right Revd Dr Jonathan Frost said:  “It is a joy to welcome Bishop 
Stephen to his Cathedral Church, new Diocese and to a vibrant community of cathedrals 
across the North of England:  they are true powerhouses of love and prayer.  Bishop 
Stephen, Rebecca and their family are enfolded in our prayers and love.”  

Dr Nick Land, Chair of the House of Laity in York Diocesan Synod and Chair of the Diocese’s 
Vacancy in See Committee said:  “I would like to add my voice of welcome to Bishop 
Stephen. Anyone spending any time with him will be struck by Bishop Stephen’s deep love 
for God and his infectious enthusiasm for telling people about Jesus. My prayer and 
expectation is that he will lead us in deepening our personal commitment to Christ and will 
help us become more confident in sharing the Good News of the Gospel in the Diocese of 
York.” 

The Confirmation of Election is the formal legal process that completes the appointment of 
senior bishops. Prior to the confirmation, the College of Canons of York Minster will have 
elected the Archbishop Designate as the Queen’s nominee for the post. At the start of the 
proceedings, he will give his consent to his appointment.  Following the reading of the 
Queen’s Letters Patent, legal documents supporting the appointment will be produced to 
show that all necessary procedures have been followed. At the conclusion, the election will 
be confirmed, and Bishop Stephen will become the Archbishop of York.  The service would 
ordinarily take place in York Minster, the seat of the Archbishop of York.  

The service will be available on the Church of England website. 

Arrangements for Bishop Stephen’s enthronement service will be announced later in the 
year. 



 

  

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/ 

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/


Daily Hope, the free dial-in worship phone line is available during 
the coronavirus lockdown 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly 
with those unable to join online church services in mind. 

The service is supported by the Church of England nationally as well as through the 
Connections group based at Holy Trinity Claygate in Surrey and the Christian charity Faith in 
Later Life.  

Callers to the line 
hear a short 
greeting from the 
Archbishop before 
being able to 
choose from a 
range of options, 
including hymns, 
prayers, 
reflections and 
advice on COVID-
19. 

Options available 
include materials 
also made 
available digitally 
by the Church of 
England’s 
Communications 
team such 
as Prayer During 
the Day and Night 
Prayer, updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of England weekly 
national online service. 

A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option 
entitled ‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the 
Connections group. 

** 

 
  

https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


House of Bishops review places of worship current closure 
The House of Bishops continue to review advice to clergy on the Church’s efforts to limit the spread of 
the coronavirus, to protect the vulnerable and health services. 
 
In a discussion led by the Bishop of London, Dame Sarah Mullally, who chairs a group examining how 
the Church of England might proceed once the current restrictions for COVID-19 are relaxed or lifted, 
the House of Bishops recognised that there have been some welcome signs of improvement in the 
current situation, including a reduction in new cases and hospital admissions giving evidence for hope.  

While church buildings remain closed for public worship, in line with Government advice, the Bishops 
agreed in principle to a phased approach to lifting restrictions, in time and in parallel with the 
Government’s approach, with three broad stages as infection levels improve:  

1. An initial immediate phase allowing limited access to church buildings for activities such as 
streaming of services or private prayer by clergy in their own parishes, so long as the necessary 
hygiene and social distancing precautions are taken 

2. Subsequently access for some rites and ceremonies when allowed by law, observing appropriate 
physical distancing and hygiene precautions 

3. Worship services with limited congregations meeting, when Government restrictions are eased 
to allow this 

The Bishops agreed that the decision on the timing of when to implement the revised advice on 
ministers or worship leaders praying and streaming from their church buildings should be made by 
individual Diocesan Bishops, depending on their local situation. The Bishops were clear once again that 
this is guidance – not an instruction or law – and that it will be constantly reviewed depending on the 
national situation. 

National Church of England guidance will be updated in the coming days with further advice on how the 
staged process could be implemented and with factors and information for dioceses to consider.  

Bishop Sarah said: “We are hugely grateful for all that our churches and clergy have been doing to 
support the Government’s message to stay at home, to support the NHS, and to save lives. 
 
"While it is clear there will be no imminent return to normality, the emphasis is now turning towards 
how and when aspects of social distancing can be eased, although we remain mindful of the potential 
risks of a second wave of the virus. 
 
"Nevertheless, it now makes sense for us to start to look ahead to the potential easing of restrictions so 
that our clergy and churches can be prepared.”  

** 

 
Nigel Beeton works in Radiology in a hospital in the East of England. During this time of the 
coronavirus crisis, he is writing a weekly diary of his life at the hospital.  
 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches


On the Covid Frontline: 22nd May 2020 
 
You can say what you like about the coronavirus, it has certainly brought some colour into our 
lives! This morning I encountered one of my colleagues. Starting from the top, she was wearing a 
bright yellow visor, a pale blue regulation issue surgical mask, bright pink scrubs and bright orange 
clogs. She looked like one of those rainbows that we now see all over the place! 

I can assure you that her bright pinks scrubs did not come 
through the NHS supply chain! No indeed, those scrubs were put 
together and stitched by a member of the public. 

Scrubs, for those of you not addicted to Holby City, are pyjama-
like outfits of trousers and top which do nothing for your figure 
(mine’s a hopeless cause anyway) but which are cool to wear 
and easy to keep clean. The idea is that you can change out of 
your day clothes and into scrubs and vice versa so you are not 

carrying bugs into or out of clinical areas. They were originally worn in the operating theatre 
environment, hence the term associated with ‘scrubbing up’ for theatre. Their use had become 
considerably more widespread but the advent of the requirements for PPE in the covid situation 
put enormous pressure on demand for scrubs, and our existing stocks quickly ran out. It was the 
same story across the NHS. 

But the public have responded magnificently. Carol, my wife, sews, and in fact she has made us 
both masks that we can wear when out and about (but not at work). It took her a while, and of 
course she’s at work nursing so doesn’t have the time to make scrubs, but I would think that a set 
of scrubs must take several hours to make. 

The hospital has put one of those wire cages on wheels in the front entrance so that donors can 
put their home-made scrubs into it. There’s a poster on it thanking contributors most effusively but 
otherwise it’s just a bare wire cage.  So these paragons of home sewing, after all these hours of 
cutting, stitching, overlocking and elastoplasting the occasional cut finger, just drive up to the 
hospital and deposit the fruits of their labours into a wire cage. 

I think that is true charity. No formal thanks, no prize for producing the most scrubs, no smiling grip 
and grin photos in the local paper (grip and grins are out for the duration anyway). Just the simple 
satisfaction of knowing that you are making a real difference to the working lives of staff facing the 
greatest challenge of their health service careers. (It’s certainly been the greatest challenge of 
mine, and if any twenty-somethings setting out on their careers will have to face worse, then I 
tremble at the thought.) 

If you, or someone you know, has been sewing scrubs, then on behalf of all of us, may I say: 

Thank You! 

    Nigel Beeton 

 
** 
  



Prayer Surge and church attendance since lockdown 
Recent research commissioned by Tearfund has found that some three million new people have 
turned to prayer in the UK since lockdown began.  The online British bookstore Eden reports a 55 
per cent increase in sales of Bibles in April.  Demand for prayer resources from the 24-7 Prayer 
organisation has been going through the roof. 

The Tearfund survey also indicates that record numbers have begun attending church online since 
the lockdown began. Usually, about 5-7 per cent of the nation attends a Sunday service at least 
once a month. But over the past couple of months, this figure has jumped – to 24 per cent of the 
British population. Almost one in four of us. 

“I’ve never known a time in my life when people are more open to [God’s word] than they are 
now.” says Nicky Gumbel, vicar of Holy Trinity Brompton. 

 
** 
 

Online ‘Talking Jesus’ course FREE during lockdown 
HOPE Together has made the hugely popular Talking Jesus course available to rent free to watch 
online during the Covid-19 crisis. 

Announcing the new online opportunity, Roy Crowne, executive director of HOPE Together, said: 
‘We have had lots of requests during the Covid-19 lockdown to make the Talking Jesus course 
available online. We are thrilled to do this and to make the course free for churches to use online 
over the next few months. There seems to be an increased interest from non-Christians in spiritual 
issues. People are searching for hope. We want to help equip Christians to tell their story and to 
make the most of every opportunity to talk about the hope we have because of Jesus.’ 

The Talking Jesus course includes six practical, video-based teaching sessions with inspirational 
testimonies to give real-life examples from people who are talking Jesus. There are also short 
parable-style films designed to get groups thinking. To access the course free until the end of 
August visit www.hopetogether.org.uk/talkingjesus 

HOPE Together, the Church of England, and KingsGate Community Church in Peterborough, 
developed the course to equip Christians to talk about Jesus, sensitively, appropriately and with 
respect in everyday life. 

Recommending the course, the Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu said, ‘The most helpful way 
people hear the Good News of God in Jesus Christ is by a follower of Jesus Christ sharing their 
encounter with Jesus Christ. This inspiring course will help Christians to be witnesses to Jesus 
Christ wherever God has placed them.’ 

The Talking Jesus course is ideal for small groups. Group members are invited to discuss the 
video teaching, apply it to local situations, and pray together asking God to help each one to make 
Jesus known naturally and effectively as opportunities come up in everyday life. The goal is to 
equip Christians to make the most of every opportunity to help friends, colleagues and family 
members to consider Jesus for themselves and become his followers. 

 
 

https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/User/EmailLink.aspx?mid=1484401&sec_usr_id=1002110148&sec=71b0d38d87c1db7e1b1fd3341518c1cf&lnk=1&url=sggkh%3a%2f%2fslkvgltvgsvi.lit.fp%2fTilfk%2fTilfk.zhkc%3fRW%3d675134


 
 

VE Day 75 Tea Party at Home 
We created an afternoon tea scene amongst our bunting 
with tea and cake accompanied with my Major's cap and 
staff cane, lilacs in a vase with the red white and blue 
balloons adorning the music stand with the words we'll meet 
again upon it. We had fun creating it and it certainly seemed 
to catch the eye of passers by.  We hope you all had a 
memorable day. 
God Bless  

Clive and Carolyne 
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Other News 
 
Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus. 

 
 
 

Mental health 
• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 

uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources


 
 
  



 

 

If you are currently not supported and need some help with shopping, a prescription collection or a friendly 

chat then our NHS Volunteer Responders are ready to help.  

Please note, you should only get in touch if you fall into one of the following categories: 

• People aged 70 years and older with underlying health conditions 
• If you are in the ‘extremely vulnerable’ to COVID 19 group and have been sent a letter asking you to 

shield from the virus 
• People who are pregnant  
• If you are newly socially vulnerable as a result of COVID 19 
• People who have a disability as defined by the Equality Act 2010 
• Others with high-risk conditions could include: 

o People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma 
o People with serious heart conditions 
o People who are immunocompromised including because of cancer treatment 
o People of any age with severe obesity e.g. body mass index (BMI) over 40 
o Certain underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled, such as those with 

diabetes, dementia, renal failure, or liver disease might also be at risk 

If you meet any of these specific criteria, or you consider yourself medically vulnerable for another reason 

(for instance, you have Parkinson’s or Epilepsy) and you need help collecting shopping, medication or 

would like a telephone ‘check in and chat’ please call 

0808 196 3646 (8am to 8pm) to arrange volunteer support. 

I’m a carer – can I make a referral on someone else’s behalf? 

As someone with caring responsibilities, you are able to make a referral for someone that you care for that 

meets the above criteria. You can also make a referral for yourself, if this support helps you to continue in 

your caring role. Please call us on 0808 196 3646 to make a referral. 

tel:08081963646
tel:08081963646

