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Watch the service 

An actor, a GP and a palliative care nurse are among contributors to the 
Church of England national online service this weekend to be broadcast 
from Liverpool and Blackburn in Lancashire. 
 
Dean Sullivan, who played Jimmy Corkhill in the long-running Channel 4 soap Brookside, will 
affirm the key principles of the Christian faith in a service expected to attract thousands of 
viewers on Sunday and throughout the week. 

Prayers will also be read by Dr Sarah Rushworth, a Merseyside GP, April Manderson, an art 
historian from Liverpool and palliative care nurse Anthony Walsh, from Blackburn. 

The service will be led jointly by the Revd Canon Dr Rowena Pailing, who is Vice Dean and 
Canon Missioner of Blackburn Cathedral, and the Revd Canon Dr Crispin Pailing, who is 
Rector of Liverpool. Parts of the service were filmed in Otterspool Park next to the Mersey, 
and outside Blackburn Cathedral. 

Mark Pickering, Head Verger from Blackburn Cathedral, who is currently working packaging 
food parcels for the homeless, will also read a prayer, as will chorister Freyja Shoniwa and 
Cathedral warden Jeremy Duerden. Liverpool Parish Churchwarden Eva Cookey will give a 
reading. 

As in previous weeks, the service will be available from 9am on Sunday on 
the Church’s website, Facebook page and on YouTube.  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland


 

In her sermon Rowena Pailing will call on Christians to become a ‘voice for the voiceless’ 
including homeless people, refugees and those living in poverty. “As a Church we are called 
to speak with and for others, and ensure that we represent the marginalised in public policy 
making,” she will say. 

Dean Sullivan will talk about his experience of attending Sunday school as a child and a 
Church of England school in Liverpool. He is now a member of the congregation of Liverpool 
Parish Church, known locally as St Nick’s. 

“It is wonderful to be part of a bigger family, the church family and the wider community of 
the Church of England, not just making new friends, but also it has enabled me to strengthen 
my faith, my belief in Jesus and strengthen my faith in the gospels and the gospel message.” 
he will say. 

In a question and answer session he will speak of the ‘great pride’ he has in Liverpool and 
the sense of responsibility he feels as a public representative of the city.  

“Liverpool is a great city, a fantastic city, and these days it attracts millions of tourists and 
visitors. Being part of that, of course I feel a great responsibility. I feel a great pride in 
Liverpool and I am very happy to represent it.” 

The service, for the Sixth Sunday of Easter, will be interpreted into British Sign Language 
and  subtitles are also available. The hymns have been contributed by singers from St 
Martin-in-the Fields Church in London and Blackburn Cathedral. All contributions were 
recorded separately in accordance with the rules on physical distancing.  

Find the service on the Church’s website, Facebook page and on YouTube.  An Order of 
Service PDF file is available to download. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland/videos/226550738768197/
https://youtu.be/hu0ecql5nDU


All of our video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout by Gill Behenna. 

 
** 

This article from Bishop Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York Designate, was published in the Daily Telegraph  on Tuesday 
12 May 2020. 

God is at work, even when our church buildings are 
closed 

On the first Easter day, Jesus wasn’t recognised. 
Mary Magdalene famously mistook him for the 
Gardener. Cleopas and his companion didn’t know 
the identity of the stranger who walked at their 
side. Not being able to recognise things as they are, 
nor see where God is at work, is a common 
theme at Easter. As we approach Pentecost, 
it is still happening today. 

During the coronavirus crisis, the Church of England has been accused of vacating the public 
square or of being absent. It was even implied that the decision to close churches for public 
worship was made by the Church, not the Government. Of course it wasn’t. The church is 
following Government guidance. Since we are in the middle of the biggest public health 
crisis in a century it is incumbent on all of us to do the same. With regard to the main charge 
– the church’s absence – I simply do not recognise it. The Church of England has been 
astonishingly present, albeit in many new and remarkable ways. 

To test my hypothesis, I contacted a handful of clergy in the Chelmsford diocese where, until 
recently, I was the bishop. I asked them what they had been doing during the lockdown. 
Within moments I heard stories of a church in Ilford that has set up a daily food distribution 
point in the pub car park. This church is also working with refugees and asylum seekers. In 
Coggeshall, in rural North Essex, a telephone visiting service has been set up as well as 
telephone sermon and prayer lines. They have put baskets of home-made butterflies – a 
symbol of the resurrection – in the churchyard so that those taking their daily walk could 
attach them to a large wooden cross erected outside the porch. In Chelmsford, a brand new 
church that doesn’t even have a building yet, has started a Zoom Bible study group. The 
local foodbank wouldn’t exist without them. In Colchester, the parish priest has produced 
YouTube assemblies. The choir rehearses on Zoom and they run children and youth events 
online. Many frazzled parents and stir-crazy kids are benefiting from this ministry. I’ve even 
joined in myself. 

These stories are being replicated up and down the country. Most astonishing of all, plenty 
of churches report very large numbers of people joining their streamed services. One 
bishop, who used to pray on his own each morning, now tells me he is joined online by many 
others every day. 



Then there are the funerals we are taking – I have one this week – and the amazing work of 
healthcare chaplains. Is all this a shocking absence? With the greatest respect to those who 
are saying otherwise, I wonder whether they are making that most basic of all mistakes in 
the Easter season. They are looking for Jesus in the wrong place.  

Of course, we long for our church buildings to reopen. But when they do, it won’t be 
business as usual – partly because we are discovering new ways of serving our communities. 
Even when we do return to the sacred, beautiful space of our church buildings, with all their 
vital and much-missed resonances of continuity, I believe the Church of England will emerge 
from this stronger than it has been for a long while.  

It is not one thing or the other. It is not in a building or online. We want to do both. When it 
is safe, we will. From this week, clergy will again be streaming services from their churches. 
But we learned ages ago that the best way to proclaim the gospel is to live it out. Those who 
see it are those who have eyes to see it.  

As usual, this is most likely to be the poor, the sick, the isolated and the vulnerable. They are 
well aware of the church’s presence with them at the moment. Ask the woman whose only 
contact with the outside world is a telephone call from the Vicar. Or the family who are kept 
afloat by YouTube posts. Or those whose only food this week comes from the foodbank run 
by the local church. Or the bereaved whose loved ones’ funeral is being taken this week. Or 
the two million listeners to Radio 4, or the 600,000 people online who listened to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury on Easter morning.  

All these people recognise  Jesus in what they receive. What they are hearing and receiving 
is a prophetic message about how we can become a better, fairer nation, and the practical 
expression of that vision through the care of God’s Church. Of course we could do more. Of 
course we’ve probably made some mistakes. But to sneer that we are doing nothing, or have 
vacated the territory is just wrong.  

Finally, might it be better if, as well as being a little kinder to each other, we also looked a 
little harder to see where God is actually at work through his Church. Then we might see a 
stronger and more servant-hearted church emerging from this global crisis. Fortunately, the 
very first message of Easter is as relevant as ever: He is not here. He is risen.  

Bishop Stephen Cottrell 
Archbishop of York Designate 



 

  

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/ 

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/


Daily Hope, the free dial-in worship phone line is available during 
the coronavirus lockdown 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly 
with those unable to join online church services in mind. 

The service is supported by the Church of England nationally as well as through the 
Connections group based at Holy Trinity Claygate in Surrey and the Christian chari ty Faith in 
Later Life.  

Callers to the line 
hear a short 
greeting from the 
Archbishop before 
being able to 
choose from a 
range of options, 
including hymns, 
prayers, 
reflections and 
advice on COVID-
19. 

Options available 
include materials 
also made 
available digitally 
by the Church of 
England’s 
Communications 
team such 
as Prayer During 
the Day and Night 
Prayer, updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of England weekly 
national online service. 

A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option 
entitled ‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the 
Connections group. 

** 

 
  

https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


House of Bishops review places of worship current closure 
The House of Bishops continue to review advice to clergy on the Church’s efforts to limit the spread of 
the coronavirus, to protect the vulnerable and health services. 
 
In a discussion led by the Bishop of London, Dame Sarah Mullally, who chairs a group examining how 
the Church of England might proceed once the current restrictions for COVID-19 are relaxed or lifted, 
the House of Bishops recognised that there have been some welcome signs of improvement in the 
current situation, including a reduction in new cases and hospital admissions giving evidence for hope.  

While church buildings remain closed for public worship, in line with Government advice, the Bishops 
agreed in principle to a phased approach to lifting restrictions, in time and in parallel with the 
Government’s approach, with three broad stages as infection levels improve:  

1. An initial immediate phase allowing limited access to church buildings for activities such as 
streaming of services or private prayer by clergy in their own parishes, so long as the necessary 
hygiene and social distancing precautions are taken 

2. Subsequently access for some rites and ceremonies when allowed by law, observing appropriate 
physical distancing and hygiene precautions 

3. Worship services with limited congregations meeting, when Government restrictions are eased 
to allow this 

The Bishops agreed that the decision on the timing of when to implement the revised advice on 
ministers or worship leaders praying and streaming from their church buildings should be made by 
individual Diocesan Bishops, depending on their local situation. The Bishops were clear once again that 
this is guidance – not an instruction or law – and that it will be constantly reviewed depending on the 
national situation. 

National Church of England guidance will be updated in the coming days with further advice on how the 
staged process could be implemented and with factors and information for dioceses to consider.  

Bishop Sarah said: “We are hugely grateful for all that our churches and clergy have been doing to 
support the Government’s message to stay at home, to support the NHS, and to save lives.  
 
"While it is clear there will be no imminent return to normality, the emphasis is now turning towards 
how and when aspects of social distancing can be eased, although we remain mindful of the potential 
risks of a second wave of the virus. 
 
"Nevertheless, it now makes sense for us to start to look ahead to the potential easing of restrictions so 
that our clergy and churches can be prepared.”  

** 

Nigel Beeton works in Radiology in a hospital in the East of England. During this time of the 
coronavirus crisis, he is writing a weekly diary of his life at the hospital.  
 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches


On the Covid Frontline: 8th May 2020 
 
I fear I may have spoken a little bit too soon last week. The quiet day was a one-off and we’ve been back in 
full flight since then. The official line is that East Anglia is a little behind the national curve, and students of 
the graphs shown at the daily briefings will be aware that East Anglian cases are still rising slowly. 

But there is no longer that dreadful feeling that we are 
about to become overwhelmed. In fact, there is that 
relieved feeling that we prepared for the worst and that 
we have coped. Staff are still tired, the relentless need to 
carry out familiar tasks wearing cumbersome and 
uncomfortable PPE is, to say the least, wearying; but 
nevertheless, we now hear laughter amongst the sighs, 
and see smiles amidst the tears. 
There are still positive signs. On Monday (4th) nobody 
passed away in the hospital as a direct result of a covid 
infection. Ours was one of two hospitals in the region to 
report no deaths, and another significant milestone is 
passed. The media have been using deaths as a kind of 

measurement of the severity of the crisis. It is as good a yardstick as any, I’m sure, but the use of words like 
‘yardstick’ or ‘measurement’ to describe the numbers of families torn apart by this virus feels faintly 
inappropriate. But a day when no more mourning has been caused does seem to justify rejoicing.  
I’ve remarked before about the effects of the virus being exacerbated by the enforced separation; it is not 
a nice way to lose loved ones. The desire to sit by someone we love, to speak gentle words to them and to 
hold their hand as they slip away is a very deep one. My wonderful father died in 2017, long before Covid-
19. I was reading the opening phrases of John chapter 14 to him at the very moment that his breathing 
stopped.  That I was able to do so was a great comfort, at least to us, and I am bitterly conscious that this 
comfort has been denied to so many over the past few miserable weeks.  
If the disease is abating, let us thank God for it, and let us therefore pray that it is doing so for good, and 
will not return in second or third waves as previous epidemics have done. Then we can consign our deathly 

‘yardstick’ to the pages of history.     Nigel Beeton 

 
** 
 
 

 
  



Hundreds of schools sing virtual ‘Thank You’ as song goes viral 
 
A school chaplain has spoken of her delight after a song written to share hope during Coronavirus closures 
went viral, with more than a hundred schools now preparing to record their own versions. 

 
The song, Looking To The Rainbow, was originally composed by Becky Drake for the school where she is 
chaplain, Bluecoat Church of England School in Birmingham, but now more than 100 schools across the 
Church School network and beyond will also sing the song in time for Thank a Teacher Day on 20th May. 
 
Meanwhile, a video of the Bluecoat School singing the song has already been viewed more than 30,000 
times on social media. 
The song is now being promoted as part of the Church of England’s #FaithAtHome initiative, which 
launched last week, with the Church of England’s Chief Education Officer encouraging schools to get 
involved, and also has the backing of the official Thank a Teacher Day campaign, run by the Teaching 
Awards Trust. 
Any school is welcome to take part and can download comprehensive instructions for school leaders from 
the Worship for Everyone website. All that is needed is a smartphone and a pair of headphones. 

  
Completed videos can be shared on social with the hashtags #FaithAtHome and #LookingToTheRainbow so 
they can be shared as part of the final project, a compilation video in time for Thank a Teacher Day on 
20th May. 
 
 
** 
 
 
 
 
 

https://worshipforeveryone.com/looking-to-the-rainbow


VE Day 75 Tea Party at Home 
We created an afternoon tea scene amongst our bunting 
with tea and cake accompanied with my Major's cap and 
staff cane, lilacs in a vase with the red white and blue 
balloons adorning the music stand with the words we'll meet 
again upon it. We had fun creating it and it certainly seemed 
to catch the eye of passers by.  We hope you all had a 
memorable day. 
God Bless  

Clive and Carolyne 
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Other News 
 
Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus. 

 
 
 

Mental health 
• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 

uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources


 
 
  



 

 

If you are currently not supported and need some help with shopping, a prescription collection or a friendly 

chat then our NHS Volunteer Responders are ready to help.  

Please note, you should only get in touch if you fall into one of the following categories: 

• People aged 70 years and older with underlying health conditions 
• If you are in the ‘extremely vulnerable’ to COVID 19 group and have been sent a letter asking you to 

shield from the virus 
• People who are pregnant  
• If you are newly socially vulnerable as a result of COVID 19 
• People who have a disability as defined by the Equality Act 2010 
• Others with high-risk conditions could include: 

o People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma 
o People with serious heart conditions 
o People who are immunocompromised including because of cancer treatment 
o People of any age with severe obesity e.g. body mass index (BMI) over 40 
o Certain underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled, such as those with 

diabetes, dementia, renal failure, or liver disease might also be at risk 

If you meet any of these specific criteria, or you consider yourself medically vulnerable for another reason 

(for instance, you have Parkinson’s or Epilepsy) and you need help collecting shopping, medication or 

would like a telephone ‘check in and chat’ please call 

0808 196 3646 (8am to 8pm) to arrange volunteer support. 

I’m a carer – can I make a referral on someone else’s behalf? 

As someone with caring responsibilities, you are able to make a referral for someone that you care for that 

meets the above criteria. You can also make a referral for yourself, if this support helps you to continue in 

your caring role. Please call us on 0808 196 3646 to make a referral. 

tel:08081963646
tel:08081963646

