
Morning Worship for Sunday May 17th  

6th Sunday of Easter.   

 

Welcome 

Welcome to Morning Worship for Sunday May 17th. We settle for worship with 

a video of bells and photos kindly sent to us by Jonathan and Selina. Please take 

this moment to pray for those joining in this service, those joining in now or 

later on social media, and pray that God will be known by all who seek him. 
 

The bells call us to worship 
  

Greeting 

Janet: Let us worship together. We stand before the throne of God with 

countless crowds from every nation and race, tribe and language. 

All:      Amen. Praise the Lord. 

Janet: The Lord is with us. 

All:      Let us praise his name together.   
 

Hymn 

To God be the glory, great things he has done! 

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 

and opened the life-gate that all may go in:   

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  

Let the earth hear his voice!  

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  

Let the people rejoice!  

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son;  

and give him the glory - great things he has done!  

 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!  

To every believer the promise of God! 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives: 
 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! … 
 

 



Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, and great our rejoicing 

through Jesus the Son; 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see: 
 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! … 

Let the earth hear his voice!  

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  

Let the people rejoice!  

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son;  

and give him the glory - great things he has done! 
 

Frances Jane van Alstyne (Fanny Crosby) (1820-1915) 
 

Let us pray…. 

All: Lord, speak to us that we may hear your word. Move among us that we 

may behold your glory. Receive our prayers that we may learn to trust you. 

Amen. 

 

An Invitation to Confession 

Janet: The Spirit of the Lord fills the world and knows our every word and deed. 

Let us then open ourselves to the Lord and confess our sins in penitence  

and faith. 

A moment of silence and stillness 

 

We confess our sins 

Janet: For when we have lived by our own strength and not by the power of 

your resurrection. Lord, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy 
 

Janet: For when we have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not 

believing. Lord, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Janet: For when we have lived for this world alone and doubted our home in 

heaven. Lord, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy.  Amen. 

 

 



We receive God’s forgiveness 

Janet: May the Father forgive us by the death of his Son and strengthen us to 

live in the power of the Spirit all our days.  Amen. 

 

First Reading 

A reading from the Act of the Apostles.  

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 

extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and 

looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 

with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything 

in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 

human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 

since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one 

ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 

times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 

so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him – 

though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move 

and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are 

his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity 

is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 

mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on 

which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 

appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 

dead.”                                                                                                                  Acts 17.22-31  

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God.  

We listen… 

‘I am the way the truth and the life’ 
 

I am the way and the truth and the life, that’s what Jesus said.  

Without the way there is no going, without the truth there is no knowing, 

without the life there is no living.  

[music] 



I am the way and the truth and the life, that’s what Jesus said.  

Without the way there is no going, without the truth there is no knowing, 

without the life there is no living.  

[music] 
 

I am the way and the truth and the life, 

that’s what Jesus said.                                                                             John 14.6 

English translation Dieter Trautwein   

 

Second Reading 

Reader: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord.  

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 

he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 

him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. I will not 

leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer 

see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you 

will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”   

                                                                                                                             John 14.15-21                                       

Reader: This is the gospel of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God.  

 

Reflection led by Keith Disney 

 

Creed 

Janet: Let us declare our faith in God in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All:  Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures;  he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures;  

afterwards he appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles: this we have 

received, and this we believe.     

 

Prayers of Intercession 



The Collect 

God our redeemer you have delivered us from the power of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of your Son; grant, that as by his death he has 

recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal 

joy through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

All: Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come; your 

will be done; on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 

our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Janet: I wish you all a calm week ahead, may you know the one true God and his 

faithful presence with you. As we sing our final hymn may we too promise to 

speak of our God and to make him known. 

 

Hymn  

Thy hand O God has guided thy flock, from age to age; 

their wondrous tale is written, full clear, on every page;  

our fathers owned thy goodness, and we their deeds record; 

and both of this bear witness; one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings to greatest as to least; 

they bade men rise, and hasten to share the great King's feast; 

and this was all their teaching, in every deed and word, 

to all alike proclaiming one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
 

Through many a day of darkness, through many a scene of strife, 

the faithful few fought bravely, to guard the nation's life. 

Their Gospel of redemption, sin pardoned, man restored, 

was all in this enfolded: one Church, one faith, one Lord.  
 



Thy mercy will not fail us, nor leave thy work undone; 

with thy right hand to help us, thy victory shall be won; 

and then, by men and angels, thy name shall be adored, 

and this shall be their anthem: one Church, one faith, one Lord. 

Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891) 

 

The Blessing 

Janet: God the Father, who has given to his Son the name above every name, 

strengthen you to proclaim Christ as Lord;  

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father the Son and Holy Spirit be with you 

and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 

Janet: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: In the name of Christ.  Amen. 


