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USEFUL NUMBERS (See also back page) 
 

Task Group Chairs 

Finance and General Purposes  REVD. CANON PRISCILLA WHITE                       427 2410 

Worship and           SALLY GRIFFITHS                                                                       429 9436 

Education:               RACHEL LUCKMAN                                                                    445 1965 

Mission:                  PAULINE SITFORD  Email: pauline.walkersend@gmail.com  427 7005                                                                          
Socials:                   DAVID GLANVILL                                                                        682 8360 

 

Children and Young People : RUTH JEAVONS                                                        
Giving    REVD. CANON PRISCILLA WHITE                                           427 2410 

 

The Parish Safeguarding Team   Vicar: Rev’d Canon Priscilla White 

Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator and Children’s Co-ordinator: Sally Griffiths 

Vulnerable Adults Coordinator: Sue Glanvill 
Domestic Violence Coordinator: Alison Keepax                                  Mobile: 07726524256    
Members: George Reeves, Ruth Jeavons 

The safeguarding group have a watching brief over safeguarding in the church. 
 The policy pack is available in the hall, as are posters with contact details of emergency  
numbers. 
If you have concerns about the safety of a child, young person or vulnerable adult, please 
speak to the relevant member of the safeguarding team or one of the other team members, or 
to the Vicar. Concerns may have then to be passed to the Bishop’s Safeguarding adviser in            
confidence. In an emergency contact Police or Social Services.  
 

Activities 

Choir Practice:  Thursdays  6pm.  (see  back cover for Organist and Choirmaster) 
Women’s Fellowship: HELEN HAYWARD                                                                 422 5724 

Stay and Play:  Thursdays    9.30am- 11am 

               HILARY SHAYLOR                                                                    454 0451 

Lesson Readers Secretaries: 
          (10am)   PETER STOKES                                                                          422 6843 

          (6.30pm)         DIANA LEADBEATER                                                                427 1930 

Servers Secretary:                                                                              
Planned Giving:       JACKIE TAYLOR                                                                        422 2930 

 

Flower Rota:          ANITA TIPPIN                                                                              454 7586  
Transport   DAVID GLANVILL                           682 8360 

Co-ordinator: (Please contact David if you need, or can offer lifts to church ) 
 

Uniformed Organisations 

Scout Association   Ring  0345 300 1818  and ask for 293rd Birmingham Scout Group                                                               
GSL Leader:            TOM McARDLE                                                                                               
Beavers:                   Monday, 6pm   MALCOLM ADEY                                         
Cub Scouts:             Wednesday, 6pm      MATT CAWSEY or RICHARD PAINTER 

Scouts:               Tuesday, 7.15pm    Leader: KEVIN PAYNE 

                         

Guides:                  Wednesday, 7.30pm     Guider: AMANDA JONES          01384 636928 

                                                                                                           
Brownies:          Wednesday, 6pm-7.30pm  Brown Owl:  JANET JONES        429 8167 

                             

Rainbow Unit:        Wednesday,  4.45pm-5.45pm   Leader:  JANET JONES         429 8167 



1 

Dear Friends, 
Pentecost this year is the 31st May and we are then propelled into Trinity Sunday 
and what is sometimes described as the everlasting Sundays after Trinity. More 
of that another time but for now let us think of Pentecost and Trinity 

The story of Pentecost as told in Acts 2 offers a picture of the Spirit as 
“something like tongues of fire”. That idea of flame inspired the following poem 
which brings together different ways we experience fire nd relates them to the 
Spirit’s action in our lives. 
The fire of your presence. 
 

The fire of your presence 

 A burning bush, aflame, but not consumed 

A powerful picture of presence 

Presence that sanctifies but does not destroy 

 

As we approach the Holy ground 

May we find in the flames 

The refining nature of the smelters’ fire 

That the impurities of ourselves might be burned out 

May we find in the flames 

The warmth and welcome of a camp fire 

Where community is created, and songs of celebration sung. 
May we find in the flames 

The hastening of hope in a shining beacon 

When fire burns in the darkness, bringing light 
Amen 

© Priscilla White 2008  
As we live in a different way of experiencing the church community, continuing 
to worship apart but together we can be reminded of our connection with all 
the other parts of the church universal whom we do not see, Our isolation is not 
complete as we are connected to one another and to all th e saints. We can still 
celebrate community and song of celebration and hope. 
Love and prayer to you all as we seek to live our lives of discipleship. 
 

    Priscilla 
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                            Aspects of life at St Faith and St Laurence 

 

Morning Prayer – is normally said Monday to Thursday and Saturday at 8.15 am 
in the Lady Chapel. We use Common Worship Daily Prayer, all are welcome to 
come and join in. SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Task Groups – The church has a number of task groups enabling areas of church 
life. These are listed in the magazine with the contact details of the chairs. If you 
would like to be a part of a groups please contact the relevant chair or Priscilla. All 
are welcome to join.  
 

Stay and Play meets on Thursday between 9.30 and 11am in the Hall to give a 
chance for people with young children to meet and the children to play. All are 
welcome. Cost £2 per family.  SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Sunday Club meets on the first, third and fourth Sundays of each month except 
during the holidays. We hold an extra Sunday Club on days when there is a   
baptism. All are welcome to join in hearing and experiencing a Bible Story and 
learning together about what it means for our daily lives.  
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Messy Church takes place on the first Saturday of each month, most months. 
 A chance for children and parents/ carers to have an informal time of worship, 
and discovering about a Bible story through song, craft, listening, cooking and so 
much more. Dates are published in advance and all are welcome to come along.  
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Planned Giving helps people make giving regular. You decide how much you can 
afford to give. You can join the envelope scheme weekly or monthly or pay by 
Standing Order or annually by cheque. Income tax payers are asked to Gift Aid 
their giving, so the Church can reclaim the tax on their donations at no extra cost 
to the donors. For details, contact Jackie Taylor. 
 

The Parish Giving Scheme is another way that you can give at no extra cost to 
yourself. It reduces paperwork and increases cash flow for us.                             
Details are available from Geoff Bennett or Priscilla. 
 

 

We support Recycling.  We have a special collection on the first Sunday of every 
month when we collect ALUMINIUM cans and foil which can be sold and the 
money raised is donated to our Mission Partners in Chile (through USPG)  
Local supermarkets have battery recycling facilities in this area. 
WILL RESUME WHEN THE CHURCH IS OPEN. 
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Home Communion We have a team of lay people trained and able to bring 
Home Communion usually on a monthly basis. This is for those who are unable 
to come to church long term. If the situation is more temporary for example after 
an operation you can also receive communion, usually from Priscilla. In either 
case please contact Priscilla. SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Traidcraft  
Traidcraft sells a range of fairly traded food, cards, clothes and accessories.  We 
use Traidcraft tea and coffee and everything we buy helps fight poverty and 
supports our church. You can order seasonal gifts through the church at 
Christmas time when catalogues will be available. Any questions, please ask 
Ruth Jeavons or Bronwen Jones. 
 

'easyfundraising’ 
Next time you shop online, think of St Faith and St Laurence and raise free 
donations with 3,000+ retailers: 
 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stfaithandstlaurence 

 

Women’s Fellowship meets on the first Monday of the month from March to 
December. Meetings are held in the Committee Room at 7.30pm. We have talks 
on a variety of subjects. See Programme of the Month for details. 
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Prayer Ministry Team  
Prayer ministry is offered during the 10am Communion on Sundays. People can 
receive prayer for themselves or for any situation that is important to them.          
It takes place in the Lady Chapel during the distribution of communion. 
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Foodbank  
We collect food for the Quinton and Oldbury Foodbank. There is a box in church 
and food can be placed there at any time. The list of things that are needed is in 
church and in the hall. Food is distributed from St Boniface Church on 
Wednesdays and Paul and Barney's place on Fridays. Vouchers are required to 
receive food. 
 

Choir and Music.  
Choir Practice takes place weekly, normally on Thursdays 6-7pm.  Anyone 
interested in singing in the choir should contact Simon Palmer, Organist & 
Choirmaster.  (Contact details on page cover) We also like to encourage 
instrumentalists to perform in church, either in services or in concerts.   
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Call in for Coffee time together over a cuppa on a Wednesday morning from 
10.30 -12.00. if needed we can arrange for someone to collect you and then take 
you home. If you are passing, do call in, or bring a friend, all are welcome. 
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
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                                A new way to listen to sermons 

 

 I have been sharing orders of service in a number of ways, there is a lot 
on-line for people who use that and I have been posting to those who do not. 
But that means that those who cannot access the web are not getting the 
sermons and reflections which are coming out week by week.  
I can now announce a way that you can do this. 
There is a new phone number which, if you ring it, will play a recording of the 
latest sermon/ reflection. 
The number is 0121 270 4634. The cost is that of a normal call. This is not a 
money raising number, no money comes to the church.  
I hope this will be of use to those who cannot access this in other ways. 
 

                                    And for those who are on-line 

 

 A reminder of the various ways we are building contact across the 
church and community 

There are Zoom Coffee Mornings and Zoom Post Easter Studies as well as the 
Zoom worship on a Sunday Morning. Emails are being sent out with the links 
and passwords. Anyone else who would like these please let Priscilla know 
priscillawhite.harborne@btinternet.com 

 

                                            Parish Giving Scheme 

 

 We have a number of people already signed up to this. As a method of 
giving it is simple for the giver, no different to setting up a standing order. It 
offers the option to increase giving each year, but this is an option and when 
offered you can decline with no problem. It is easy for the parish as it reduces 
paperwork as Gift Aid, where the donations qualify, does not need to be 
applied for but comes in automatically a few days after the donations. This 
helps our cash flow and reduces our administration.  
If you would like to know more Geoff Bennett can send you the relevant 
forms please contact him on g.c.bennett44@gmail.com or 0121 427 8154 

mailto:priscillawhite.harborne@btinternet.com
mailto:g.c.bennett44@gmail.com
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                                               Readings for June 

 

7th June - Trinity Sunday    
Isaiah 40.12-17,27-31 

2 Corinthians 13.11-13 

Matthew 28.16-20 

 

14th June - First Sunday after Trinity 

Exodus 19.2-8a 

Romans 5.1-8 

Matthew 9.35 - 10.8(9-23) 
 

21st June - Second Sunday after Trinity 

Jeremiah 20.7-13 

Romans 6.1b-11 

Matthew 10.24-39 

 

28th June - Third Sunday after Trinity 

Jeremiah 28.5-9 

Romans 6.12-23 

Matthew 10.40-42 

Funerals  at the Crematorium 

May 1st
  Gwendoline Brown  

May 7th
  David Kettle 

                                         THIS MONTH’S COVER 

 For all who are missing  coming into our beautiful  church. This  was 
taken during the Flower Festival in May 2006. 
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                                    A lesson from  a Derbyshire village 

 

 Where are we on the epidemic curve? Are we still clambering up towards 
the top or starting to gingerly slide towards the bottom? Will the Imperial College 
London model, which suggested that the virus could take 500,000 British lives, 
turn out to be right, or the modelling by researchers at the University of Oxford, 
which predicts fewer than 20,000 Covid-19 deaths, most of which would have 
happened anyway? Are the Serbs right to lock people up for three years if they 
are caught sneaking out for a packet of chocolate biscuits, or the Swedes, who 
are lolling about in cafes enjoying their coffee and kanelbullar? As more data 
comes in a clearer picture will emerge. 
 But we might be waiting a while before the epidemiologists and the clinical 
statisticians agree on whether we got our response to the pandemic right. 
 Outside the museum in the remote Derbyshire "plague village" of Eyam, a 
sign reads "We regret that due to the current coronavirus pandemic our museum 
will be closed until further notice." 

 In 1665 a tailor from Eyam ordered a box of materials relating to his trade 
from London. The cloth was flea-infested and his assistant became ill. Not only 
were his family shut up to die but the entire village as well. The rector, William 
Mompesson, persuaded the villagers to accept strict quarantine arrangements to 
prevent the spread of the disease. 
 The plague was contained within the agreed boundary, but at a dreadful 
cost. More than half the villagers died. Some now argue that the vicar's 
insistence on confinement facilitated the spread of the infection by increasing 
the contact rate through direct transmission. Others insist that by staying within 
the confines of their community, the heroic inhabitants of Eyam did indeed 
prevent the spread of the epidemic to neighbouring villages, at a tragic cost to 
themselves. 
 350 years after the last case of the plague was reported, the 
epidemiologists are still arguing.                                                                The Tablet 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                        
      St. Lawrence Parish Church, Eyam. (Known as ‘the plague church’) 
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      The UK Blessing — Churches sing 'The Blessing' over the UK 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 At this unique and challenging time in the United Kingdom, over 65 
churches and movements, representing hundreds of others, have come 
together online to sing a blessing over our land. Standing together as one, the 
desire is that this song will fill us with hope and encourage us. 
 'The UK Blessing' video reached one million views within 48 hours of 
being released. Tim Hughes, one of the worship leaders behind the project, 
was asked for his reaction. He said, ’ It's amazing! 'The Blessing' is a fantastic 
song written by a bunch of friends in America. And they've put this beautiful 
melody to this incredible blessing in the book of Numbers. 
 There are over 65 churches involved, and they represent hundreds 
more. It's really just a small part of God's UK Church. Seeing them all come 
together to sing this over the UK - that God wants to bless people - is 
absolutely beautiful. 
 Over the last six months, I've felt what God is doing in the Church, in 
terms of worship, is we're seeing the sound of his people singing. There's been 
lots of worship leaders that God has raised up and it's been beautiful, but I 
think actually the time has come when God is raising up his whole Church - the 
sound of his people - and not just one individual. I think this is just a little 
glimpse of what we're going to see much more of.’ 
 Tim is  the Lead Pastor of St Luke’s Gas Street, Birmingham. 
                                To watch the video, go to, 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U                                                         
         Premier Christianity 
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                                                        St Alban 

  

                         22nd June is the feast day of St Alban, from whom the city 
                          gets its name. He has the questionable honour of being  
                          the first person to be martyred for the Christian faith in 
      Britain. He was a Romano-British citizen living in the   
      Roman city of Verulanium 1700 years ago, who took pity 
                on and sheltered a fugitive fleeing from persecution, who 
was a Christian priest. Although Christianity was a forbidden religion, Alban 
was deeply impressed by the priest's faith and courage and sought to learn 
more from him about his beliefs. 
 When the authorities came to arrest the priest, Alban exchanged clothes 

with him in order to enable the priest to escape, and so Alban was arrested 

and brought before the city magistrate. When asked to prove his allegiance 

to the emperor and Roman gods through a sacrifice, Alban refused and 

when asked to identify himself, he answered, ‘I am called Alban and I 
worship and adore the true and living God, who created all things’. 
 The magistrate sentenced Alban to the punishment that would have 
been given to the priest and he was taken up the hillside to the place of 
execution where he was beheaded. His story spread and his grave soon 

became a place of pilgrimage, which led to the construction of churches 

on the site, initially simple structures, but becoming more elaborate. Recent 

finds suggest an early basilica and in 429 St Germanus recorded his visit 

to this church. In the early eighth century the historian Bede told the story 

of St Alban and described ‘a beautiful church, worthy of his martyrdom’. 
 It is the oldest site of continuous Christian worship in Britain. The 
current Abbey still encompasses the abbey building completed in 1115, though 
it has been extended and refurbished in many ways. Today it provides a 

centre for both traditional and innovative worship and Christian study and 
teaching not just for the city itself, but for the St Albans Diocese. 
 Each year in mid-June his story is re-enacted on the hillside where it 
happened, often with enormous puppets, and thousands of people gather to 
commemorate and celebrate, outside and then in the Cathedral.  
 It is hard, visiting St Albans today, and walking up the hillside to the 

beautiful, imposing ancient cathedral, which has dominated the scene for 

so long, to imagine a time when it was dangerous to be a Christian. How 

blessed we are to live in a country that is generally tolerant and accepting 

of different views! How important to remember the example of Alban and the 
priest, who changed his life and gave him something worth dying for.                    
          Chris Price 
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                                              Prayer of the month 

 

“This is my command- be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” – Joshua 1:9 

 

 As we remain in such challenging times of all that the pandemic brings, 
we and the world seek results and action. Whilst we learn to depend on God 
above all else and acknowledge our salvation poured out through the Trinity, 
may we take comfort in the knowledge that we do not face these times alone, 
rather, the Holy One can graciously sustain us. 
 

Spirit of the Triune God,  
in this time of uncertainty and waiting,  
help us breathe in life.  
Life of the One who created all things. 
 

Spirit of the Triune God,  
in this time of uncertainty and waiting, 
help us breathe in love.  
Love of the One who gave His precious Son to live as one of us. 
 

Spirit of the Triune God,  
in this time of uncertainty and waiting, 
help us breathe in peace. 
Peace of the One who calmed the sea and quiets the tumult of our souls. 
 

Spirit of the Triune God, 
in this time of uncertainty and waiting,  
help us breathe in hope.  
Hope that the One for whom we wait is indeed making all things whole. 

 

(Words adapted from contemplative author Christine Sine) 
  Lauren Bell 
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                                              Book of the month 

God And The Pandemic-A Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus and 
its Aftermath by Tom Wright. 
                                         What are we supposed to think about the coronavirus 
              crisis? Some people say: ‘This is a sign of the End’. 
               Others disagree but are equally clear: ‘This is a                                    
               call to repent. God is judging the world and through 
                        this disease he’s telling us to change.’ Whilst others 
                                  believe it’s the fault of the Chinese, the government, or 
                                  the  World Health Organisation. 
 

 Tom Wright examines these reactions and then invites you to consider a 
different way of seeing and responding – a way that draws on the teachings and 
examples of scripture, and above all on the way of living, thinking and praying 
revealed to us by Jesus. 

                                               In praise of knitting  
                                                                                                                                          
                                        Knitting can be astonishingly good for you. This  
         gentle hobby has been found to lower blood  
                   pressure, reduce depression, keep your mind alert, 
        slow the onset of dementia, distract from chronic 
                                       pain (such as arthritis), boost wellbeing, and reduce 
loneliness. A major study by the organisation Knit for Peace has found that 
knitting lowers the heart rate by an average of 11 beats per minute and induces 
‘an enhanced state of calm.’ The repetitive movement also boosts calming 
serotonin, which lifts your mood and dulls any pain. Knitting also boosts the 
reward centres of the brain, because it allows people to feel that they can still 
make a contribution to society. In Britain, where the NHS spends more than £2 
billion each year on blood pressure treatments, around £300 million on 
antidepressants, and about £26 billion on dementia, and unknown billions on 
various chronic pain, perhaps more people should take up knitting. As one 
expert says: ‘Research has shown that there is a growing crisis in primary care. 
As a skilled and creative occupation, knitting has therapeutic potential. There is 
an enormous amount of research showing that knitting has physical and mental 
health benefits.’ (from Parish Pump) 
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                                                 Reaching to the heavens 

 

 This month, I have chosen to feature Salisbury Cathedral. If it not been for 
the lockdown, the people of Salisbury would have been gathering with the 
Queen on May 3rd to celebrate the 800th anniversary of the laying of the 
foundation stone of the city’s great gothic cathedral. 
 The Normans created the diocese of Salisbury in 1075 when they 
abolished the dioceses of Sherborne and Ramsbury near Marlborough, replacing 
them with the diocese and Bishop of Salisbury. The bishopric remained in Old 
Sarum until Bishop Richard Poore, who belied his name as a man of great wealth, 
donated the land on which the new city and cathedral were to be built, close to 
the River Avon in Wiltshire. The foundation stone for the new cathedral at this 
new city site was subsequently laid on 28 April 1220. 
 Salisbury Cathedral was built with almost extraordinary speed by Elias of 
Dereham. Using trees donated by King Henry III and Purbeck limestone from 
nearby Teffont Evias, the nave, the transepts and the choir were completed by 
1258, all in the Early English style with a fine collection of narrow lancet 
windows. The cloisters and chapter house followed although the tower, 
surmounted by a spire, which at 122 metres (404 feet) tall is now the highest in 
England (but did not always lay claim to this accolade, it had to wait until 1320.)
 This aforesaid spire went on to cause great anxiety in the centuries that 
followed and has been reinforced through the use of buttresses, irons and pillars 
by architects as eminent as Sir Christopher Wren. Yet it remains one of the great 
glories of British architecture, visible from many miles around Salisbury, and is 
memorably celebrated in one of the greatest paintings of John Constable, 
Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows, which he painted in 1831. The painting 
had been commissioned by the then Bishop of Salisbury, John Fisher, who is 
shown in the bottom left-hand corner of the canvas in the company of his wife. 
  Salisbury Cathedral is one of only three cathedrals that has no bells, the 
others being Ely and Norwich. The cathedral originally had a fine peal of ten 
bells, which was housed in a separate bell tower that dated from 1265, but this 
was occupied by a Parliamentary army during the English Civil War, attacked by 
Royalist forces and severely damaged. However, the cathedral does have a 
chiming clock dating from 1386, making it the oldest working mechanical clock in 
the world. This was probably made by three Dutch clockmakers who were invited 
to England by Edward III and was originally located in the bell tower. When this 
was demolished in 1792, the clock was temporarily located beneath the spire 
until it was finally restored and  placed on display in the main body of the 
cathedral, where it continues to chime the hours. 
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 On one of my several visits to the cathedral in 2010, I was drawn to the 
centre of the nave where stands an artwork that lifts the spirits, a font of ever-

flowing, softly trickling water, shaped like a cruciform leaf, the very beautiful and 
imaginative creation of water sculptor William Pye. Here is modern art linked to 
the Christian faith and to natural forces. The font still shows on each of its four 
sides a cross-shaped stain of holy oil, administered in 2008 during its dedication 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury. It's like a bronze infinity pool, the mirror-black 
water contained only by surface tension, eternally pouring from the down-turned 
lip of each corner into a drain below. Lay Reader and visitors' chaplain John 
Singleton saw me admiring the font. 'There was a cry of distress one day,' he says. 
'A Japanese tourist had put his camera down on the water, which he took to be a 
marble table, only to see it sink. It was the smoothness of the water that fooled 
him.' The chaplain smiled. 'During long services, elderly men such as myself can 
find the sight and sound of that constant trickling of water quite ... well, difficult, 
shall we say. I try not to sit too near it, myself.'                                                             
 One of the cathedral's greatest treasures is the best one of four surviving 
original copies of Magna Carta, sealed by a reluctant King John at Runnymede in 
1215. Now seen as a seminal document of English constitutional practice, some of 
its clauses still form parts of the laws of the UK, the USA and many other nations. 
Salisbury owes its copy to the astuteness of one of its builders, Elias of Dereham, 
who was present at Runnymede and among those entrusted with distributing 
copies to cathedrals throughout the kingdom. 
 There is another connection with Magna Carta in the cathedral — the tomb 
of William Longespee, 3rd Earl of Salisbury (1176-1226). An illegitimate son of 
Henry II, William was one of the few nobles who remained loyal to his half-
brother King John, supporting him in his dispute with the barons at Runnymede. 
The other tomb of note in the cathedral is that of former Prime Minister Edward 
Heath (1916-2005), who lived in a house named Arundells in the Cathedral Close 
for many years and whose memorial service was held at the cathedral. 
 The Cathedral Close of the cathedral is the largest in England, measuring 80 
acres in extent. Besides many fine buildings like Arundells, the Queen Anne 
Mompesson House and two museums. It is also unique in accommodating a 
football pitch, which is for the use of the boys of the Cathedral School that was 
founded in Salisbury in 1091 by St Osmund. 
 In the fourteenth century the cathedral appointed its own constables to 
safeguard the Close and to collect taxes from its residents. The Close 
Constabulary survived in one form or another until 2010 when the remaining five 
constables were disbanded, and responsibility was handed over to the Wiltshire 
Constabulary.                          (Concluded on next page) 



13 

 In addition, the Close has literary claims to fame. In his autobiography of 
1883,  Anthony Trollope recorded that while he was 'wandering one evening round 
the purlieus of Salisbury Cathedral' he 'conceived the story of The Warden from 
which came the series of novels of which Barchester was the central site'. Then 
Thomas Hardy refers to Salisbury as Melchester is his novels of Wessex. Later 
writers have also featured the cathedral in their work. Ken Follett used it as a 
model for Kingsbridge Cathedral in his novel The Pillars of the Earth, and William 
Golding's novel The Spire is a fictional account of Dean Jocelin, whose life is 
devoted to the building of the magnificent cathedral spire. Golding, who is better 
known for his novel The Lord of the Flies, won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1983, 
having previously worked as a teacher at Bishop Wordsworth's School in Salisbury. 
  Salisbury is one of the few English cities where St George's Day is annually 
celebrated, in the form of a St George's Day Festival of English food. When a British 
citizen of Bengali descent applied to set up a stall serving curry at the festival her 
application was rejected on the grounds that curry was not sufficiently English. 
Since St George himself was Turkish but was later adopted by the English as our 
patron saint, it seemed only appropriate to some Salisbury citizens that curry, 
adopted as one of our nation's favourite foods, should feature in the festival. The 
organizers of the festival apologized and invited the enterprising lady to 
participate. 
 Having climbed to the top of many church and cathedral towers, an article 
last year about the spire caught my eye. Photos showed the cathedral carpenter 
Richard Pike and his colleague Gary Price, clerk of works, 400ft above the ground, 
roped up and clinging to the tip of the spire. They were changing light bulbs -the 
red ones that warn off aircraft. They were both wearing safety helmets, not much 
use if things had gone wrong, but necessary adjuncts to health and safety. They'd 
had to ascend all the tower stairs, followed by the ten wooden ladders suspended 
inside the spire, then squeeze out of the weather door (eighteen inches by twenty-

four) before climbing metal rungs on the outside of the spire to the tip.                 
 It was Richard Pike's first climb to the top in his twenty-seven years of service 
to the cathedral. ‘I'm the only person who knows how to do it,' explained Gary 
Price, 'so it's nice to pass my knowledge on to Richard. It's a bit like being on a 
space station; every process takes longer than it would on the ground. We were 
also battling the wind up there; it does get a bit chilly, so trying to use your fingers 
becomes harder. The view from the top is incredible; you can see for miles. It's my 
fourth time now, and I still get nervous getting out the weather door. It's incredible 
when you think, how did they build this seven hundred years ago, when it takes us 
two hours just to change four light bulbs today?'                                                                      
         Peter Stokes 
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                      Confirmation of Election of Bishop Stephen Cottrell                                            
           as the 98th Archbishop of York, Thursday 9 July 2020 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell will be confirmed as the 98th Archbishop of 
York at 11am on Thursday 9 July 2020, in a service broadcast entirely via video 
conference due to the Coronavirus restrictions. As Presiding Judge, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd Justin Welby, has granted permission 
for the virtual service to take place.  
 The service will include music from York Minster Choir and Manor Church 
of England Academy School (York). Young people from across the North of 
England, will read a letter written by the medieval religious scholar Alcuin of 
York. Bishop Stephen will offer his first address as Archbishop of York. Prayers 
will be offered for the Archbishop, the Diocese of York and the Northern 
Province of the Church of England as well as for the wider world in these 
difficult times. 
 Commenting on the service, Bishop Stephen Cottrell said: “I am looking 
forward to beginning my ministry as the 98th Archbishop of York. This isn’t 
quite how I imagined it would begin. It is certainly the first time an Archbishop’s 
election will have been confirmed via video conference. But we’re all having to 
re-imagine how we live our lives and how we inhabit the world. These are 
difficult times. My hope is that through this service the love of God that is given 
us in Jesus Christ will shine out, perhaps even to those who while never 
attending a service in York Minster, might have a look online. I can still just 
about remember what it’s like to not be part of the Christian community. What 
inspired me to follow Jesus is that vision of a new humanity that I see in him. 
Following in the footsteps of my many predecessors, I look forward to serving 
our nation and bringing the love and peace of Christ to our world, especially 
here in the north.” 

 The service will be available on the Church of England website. 
Arrangements for Bishop Stephen’s enthronement service will be announced 
later in the year. 



15 

 Her Majesty The Queen has approved the appointment of the  
 Reverend Canon Andy Delmege to the Residentiary Canonry in 
                                     Birmingham Cathedral. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andy is currently Vicar of St Bede's Brandwood and Urban Estates Missioner 
within Church of England Birmingham. He is also chairman of he National 
Estate Churches Network and part of the Estates Evangelism Task Group. 
Dean of Birmingham Matt Thompson said: "Andy's work in Urban Mission has 
been of national significance. His collaborative approach to mission and 
sharing the Gospel, his deep concern for people, especially the poor and 
marginalised in our society, and his passion for helping others grow in their 
faith and the spiritual life are just what we need in our new Canon Missioner. 
"We are so excited by Andy's appointment and we can't wait for him to begin 
his ministry amongst us. We look forward to being able to gather together in 
the later part of the year to welcome him properly." 

 Andy replied, ‘It is, of course, a wrench to be leaving St Bede’s and my 
role with National Estate Churches Network.  I have loved ministering in both 
these places, and I hope and intend to take forward the skills, insights and 
passions I have built up into these roles (and I will be continuing overseeing the 
Learning Pathways for Birmingham as Canon Missioner). 
 Andy will take up his new role in late July. 
 

                                 Protect your tablet — make it look like a Bible 

For  those concerned that their tablet computer may be stolen, there is now a 
solution. The company Lifemac has designed iPadcovers that, when closed, 
look like a leather-bound copy of the Bible. Ben Holland, a spokesman for the 
firm, said that he believed a burglar or thief would be unlikely to take what 
appeared to be a Bible."From the evidence we have got, it seems that the Bible 
is something safer," he said. "Maybe there is an extra level of respect”.                                       
Tim Wyatt . 
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                       Thomas Ken, bishop, nonjuror and hymn writer. 
 

 On June 8th, we remember Thomas Ken (1637—1711), one of the most 
saintly figures in the history of the Church of England. 
 Orphaned in early childhood, he was brought up by Izaak Walton, the 
author of The Compleat Angler. He was educated at Winchester and New 
College, Oxford, and ordained at the age of 26. Six years later he returned to his 
old school as a teacher and chaplain, becoming also a Prebendary of Winchester 
Cathedral. He later achieved considerable fame as chaplain to King Charles II, 
whose amorous adventures he found impossible to sanction. On one celebrated 
occasion, Charles found himself in Winchester with his mistress Nell Gwynn and 
asked Ken to put them up in his house. Ken refused, declaring 'Not for your 
kingdom would I allow such an insult on the house of a Royal Chaplain.' 
 Despite the snub, the King held no grudge against Ken and appointed him 
to the bishopric of Bath and Wells in 1685. Later that year he attended at 
Charles's deathbed. He fell foul of his brother, James II, refusing to sign the 
Declaration of Indulgence which suspended penal laws against Roman Catholics 
and Dissenters. As a result, he was imprisoned in the Tower of London. 
 Although reinstated in his see by William of Orange after the Glorious 
Revolution of 1688, he was soon again in trouble for refusing to take the oath of 
allegiance to the new monarch. He retired and spent his last days at Longleat 
House, the home of Lord Weymouth. 
 Of the many hymns he wrote, the stirring morning hymn  'Awake, my soul, 
and with the sun' was written while Ken was still at Winchester and before he 
had become embroiled in the world of politics. In 1674 he published a manual of 
prayers for the boys at the college, and in the 1695 edition of that work this 
hymn appeared together with hymns to be sung in the evening and at midnight. 
In the preface to the manual the young scholars were exhorted 'to sing the 
Morning and Evening hymns in your chamber devoutly', though it was not made 
clear whether they should also wake themselves up in the middle of the night to 
sing the midnight hymn. During Ken's own time as a pupil at Winchester the day 
began at 5 a.m. with morning prayers and a Latin hymn.  
  The hymn is often sung to Tallis's Canon, normally associated with Ken's 
evening hymn, 'All praise to thee, my God, this night' (later changed to 'Glory to 
thee, my God, this night') 
 At his own request, Ken was buried at sunrise in the churchyard at Frome, 
Somerset, with his beautiful morning hymn being sung at his funeral service. 
 

                                                                                                       Peter Stokes 
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                    BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT ANAGRAMS  
 

1 Seeings      2 Dousex    3 civil suet    4 Tudor yeomen     5 Raze 

6 La micah    7 Cecil sea sets     8 Nailed       9 Boj      10 RSVP robe 

 

                                 You’ll find the answers to this on page 20 

          Christine Terry.  
 

                         Answers to last month’s Christian Aid Quiz. 
1 In and out (4,3,4)  Home and Away 

2 Stir cereal (8) Porridge 

3 A wee bit chilly (1,5,2,5) A Touch of Frost 

4 What you can’t teach Old Shep (3,6) New Tricks 

5 Explosive idea (3,3,4,6) The Big Bang Theory 

6 Codename (5) Morse 

7 Attic and basement (8,10) Upstairs, Downstairs 

8 Orphan’s view (8) Panorama 

9 Fabulous fair ride (3,5,10) The Magic Roundabout 

10 Yellow family (3,8) The Simpsons 

11 Off to bed, pet (9,10) Goodnight Sweetheart 

12 Let’s eat at my place (4,4,4,2) Come Dine with Me 

13 Unknown documents (3,1,5) The X Files 

14 Just cons and nags (4,5,3,6) Only Fools and Horses 

15 Can’t see what’s on the calendar (5,4) Blind Date 

16 Short survey before the light goes (7) Poldark 

17 Negotiate search (7,4) Bargain Hunt 

18 Stern invitation to boogie (8,4,7) Strictly Come Dancing 

19 Saturday’s big wedding (5,2,3,3) Match of the Day 

20 Designer clothes (3,4) Top Gear 

21 Tamper with the World Health Organization (6,3) Doctor Who 

22 Overhear a few words (11) Catchphrase 

23 Our place in the universe (5,4,4,3,3) Third Rock From the Sun 

24 Endure seasonal drink (4,2,3,6,4) Last of the Summer Wine 

25 Questioning identity (3,2,3,5,3,3) Who Do You Think You Are? 

26 Where the Queen might be treated (1,1) E.R. 
27 Built to impress (5,7) Grand Designs 

28 What people play on their loos (4,2,7) Game of Thrones 

29 Gawp at cube (9) Gogglebox 

30 Those close to us (7) Friends 
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                                                    Lockdown Quiz 

 

 While we are still in lockdown, you might like to try and answer this quiz. 
Try if you can to answer the questions without the help of Google (or any other 
search engine.) The answers will be published in our next Parish Magazine.  
 

1) How many former British prime ministers are alive? 

2) Which London tube station has a 450 million stone outside it? 

3) Which US fast food chain opened in the UK, in Preston, in 1965? 

4) The Duchy of Lancaster is one of only two royal duchies in England, name the 
other one? 

5) What is the name of the 40,000 interlocking basalt columns located in Coun-
ty Antrim on the north coast of Northern Ireland? 

6) Who popularised the Cheshire cat? 

7) On November 20 of which year did a major fire occur at Windsor Castle? 

8) Where was the location for the television series ‘The Office'? 

9) Who is the Duke of Lancaster? 

10) Which female comic was born in Prestwich and brought up in Bury? 

11) Where are the four Tate galleries in the UK? 

12) Which actor of the James Bond role was born in Chester? 

13) Under a decree of Charles II, how many ravens must be kept in the Tower 
of London at all times? 

14) What is the main difference between a Devon pasty and a Cornish pasty? 

15) Which city has the famous moniker ‘The Granite City’? 

16) In what year was the Channel Tunnel completed? 

17) Who gives his name to Liverpool’s international airport?                                                       
18) To what age did the Queen Mother live? 

19) For where is the 'triskelion' or 'the three legs' a symbol? 

20) How many grandchildren does the Queen have? 

21) By what is Aquae Sulis better known? 

22) What are Herm, Jethou, Sarkand Brecqhou? 

23) Who is the only British prime minister to have been assassinated? 

24) Where was the country home of Sir Winston Churchill? 

25) Since 1945, which prime ministers were educated at Eton College? 

26) Who ran unsuccessfully to be MP of Dartford in 1950 and 1951? 

27) Where is Queen Victoria buried? 

28) What are the British Oscars called? 

29) What are Muck, Eigg, Bigga,Islay, Papa and Rum?                                            
                  (Concluded on next page) 
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30) In which year, and in which church did Prince Charles marry Lady Diana 
Spencer? 

31) Which was Britain's first National Park? 

32) What is meant by the phrase "man on the Clapham omnibus"? 

33) Who was born at the family's ancestral home, Blenheim Palace in 
Oxfordshire, on November 30 1874? 

34) For what is Murrayfield Stadium famous? 

35) Where is Britain's largest National Park? 

36) In the Cornish language, by what name is Cornwall known? 

37) By what title is Prince Charles known when he is in Scotland? 

38) What is the most common tree in Britain? 

39) How many counties make up Ulster? 

40) Who was the last Welshman to hold the title Prince of Wales? 

41) Which Olympic rower was born in Truro in 1986 and grew up in Penzance, 
where she still lives? 

42) Alnwick, Morpeth and Hexham are all towns in which county? 

43) Who sang what song in the closing moments of the opening ceremony of 
London's 2012 Olympics? 

44) Which former Royal Air Force station was the scene of a 1980s peace camp 
against US cruise missiles? 

45) For which Prime Minister was English not his first language? 

46) What occurred at St Peter's Field, Manchester in 1819? 

47) Where does the Northern Ireland Assembly sit? 

48) What is the name of England's smallest city? 

49) Which house in Gloucestershire is Prince Charles’ family residence? 

50) Which is the only road on a Monopoly board which is south of the 
Thames? 

 And a picture quiz to finish. Who is this, and what connection did he 
have with our church? 



                                                  Pussy Cat Power 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A German Shepherd dog, a Doberman and a cat died and went to pet heaven.  
When they arrived, all three faced God, who wanted to know what they 
believed in.  
The German Shepherd said, I believe in discipline, training and loyalty to my 
master.’  
‘Good!’ said God. ‘Sit on my right side.’  
‘Doberman, what do you believe in?’ asked God  
The Doberman answered, ‘I believe in love, care, and protection of my master.’  
‘Aha!’ said God. ‘You may sit to my left.’  
Then God looked at the cat and asked, ‘And what do you believe in?’  
The cat replied, ‘I believe you are sitting in my seat.’  
 

(With thanks to the magazine of St Peter’s Church, Formby ) 
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Books of the Old Testament Anagrams—ANSWERS  
1 Genesis  
2 Exodus  
3 Leviticus  
4 Deuteronomy  
5 Ezra. 
6 Malachi 
7 Ecclesiastes. 
8 Daniel. 
9 Job 

     10 Proverbs  
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                                THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT                                        
                               PARISH MAGAZINE  IS                                                                                                        
                                            SUNDAY  JUNE 21st 

Hi Everyone. 
Just in case you are getting bored, I offer a few more puzzles to help you keep 
busy. The riddle dates from the 17th Century. I hope that you enjoy them.                     
Numerical Puzzles 

Try to solve what is the next number in each of these lists of figures. 
1  27  125  343  729  1331  2197 

 

987  610  377 233  144  89  55 

Riddle 

What does the riddle refer to? 

 

He went to the wood and caught it, 
He sat himself down and sought it; 
Because he could not find it, 
Home with him he brought it. 
 

Hope you enjoy these!  (Answers in next month’s magazine)   Ruth Jeavons 
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