
 
 
 
             24th May 2020 
   Sunday after Ascension Day                      
 
Readings for today 
 
Acts Ch 1 v 6-14 
Jesus taken up into heaven 
 
John Ch 17 v 1-11 
Jesus prays to be glorified and for his 
disciples    

                     
Collect for today 
O God the King of glory, 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ 
is gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

From The Word - Colossians 3:12-17Therefore, 
as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of one body you were called to 
peace. And be thankful. Let the message of 
Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing 
to God with gratitude in your hearts. And 
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 

Prayer for Ascension Day 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
hat as we believe your only-begotten Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ 
to have ascended into the heavens, 
so we in heart and mind may also ascend 
and with him continually dwell; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

Praying for Brindle: Praying for Our World 
 

During each of the 15 hour 
prayer day - from 7 am to 
10 pm on Wednesday 
20th May - more than one 
person was actively praying 
for Brindle: Praying for our 
world. 

  
During some time slots during the 
day, our congregation of young 
and not so young (in different 
families and different homes) 
were praying together. 
  
Hundreds of you had a look at the 
Facebook page. A huge thanks to 
the Mums, Dads and children for 

photographs of their mid-week prayers. All your 
videos, messages, photographs and prayer stones are 
wonderful. 

  
We'll put prayer stones onto the 
base of the prayer table in 
church eventually, so keep them 
safe at home or pop them under 
our outside (magnolia) prayer 
tree. Remember, when you are 
on pathways to stay safe and 
stay distanced. 
  

Sam Nicol leads evening prayers from her home at 
 7 pm every Wednesday. She invites you all to spend a 
few moments (or half an hour) in prayer – from your 
own home. If you are busy with other activities, then 
you can always say the Lord's prayer whenever you 
remember, and whatever time it is! 
  
Keep praying at any time. And keep sending your 
messages every week. Thank you for praying, sharing 
and caring. 
 
Sunday School has asked everyone - of any 
age- to send a prayer of hope, joy and happiness 
for a prayer chain. If you can create a video 
recording and message David on Facebook, you 
can help him with worship recordings. Thank you. 
www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle 
 

Can you send a message of hope today? ❤ 

To send a card all you 
need to do is write one, 
attach a stamp and pick 
a local care home to 
send it to. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/stjamesbrindle


The lockdown restrictions are being gradually 
released but don’t go rushing to the seaside just 
yet. The seagulls are staying away and are still 
social distancing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Would you like to share the ways in which you are 
passing your time? Send a short email to  
lynndavepacker@hotmail.co.uk 
and you may be able to inspire someone else.  

 

 If anyone wants me to make them a fabric face mask 
which has a pocket where some sort of filter can be 
inserted, then I will make them.  One pound each 
including postage , money for church fund. These are 
not surgical masks and provide limited protection, but 
they can be washed.    Carolyn 01257 411189 

 
We would like to keep in touch by 
offering a chat on the phone. If you 

would like to receive a phone call from someone 
known to the church family you can in the first 
instance contact 
Millie on 01254 853432 or Lynn on 01772 323267. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Can you phone a friend with this information? 
Daily Hope is a free-phone service set up by Justin 
Welby particularly with those unable to join online 
church services during the period of restrictions in 
mind. It offers 24 hour music, prayers, reflections and 
services. Call 0800 804 8044. 

 
Thy Kingdom Come 

Is a global world of prayer 
movement from Ascension on 21st 
May until Pentecost 21st June 
inviting Christians throughout the 
world to pray for more people to 

come to know Jesus. Find out more at 
www.churchofengland.org. 
 

 
Money Matters 
Thank you to everyone who is giving by standing 
order. It makes a massive difference now that the 
church is closed, as we have lost the way to receive 
gifts by envelopes or cash in the collection plate. 
 

Brindle St. James’ church bills have only reduced 
marginally. The PCC standing committee has done 
extensive work in considering each detail of the costs 
and produced a cash flow forecast. With a heavy heart 
we recognise that many people (and organisations) 
are experiencing similar cash flow difficulties. 
 

As a church, Brindle St James relies wholly on 
donations to operate we want to continue and indeed 
do more, strengthened by the knowledge of our 
fellowship and the love our Lord has for us. 
 

We are asking that everyone considers giving by bank 
transfer. And if possible, increase giving to ensure 
our church’s ministry can continue and be sustained 
at the end of this health crisis. Thank you. 
 

Brindle St. James’ money matters page: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11478/pag
e/52788/view/ 
 

Latest news: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11478
/news 
 
Worship recordings: 

https://www.youtube.com/c/brindlestjameschurch/vi
deos 

 
You can view the twitter page without an account 
of your own: www.twitter.com/BrindleStJames 
 

The serenity prayer 
God, grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, courage to change the things I 
can, and wisdom to know the difference. 

It is with great regret that for this year the Brindle 
Village Show has been cancelled. Even if social 

distancing is relaxed by early September the 
Committee didn’t feel that they could be responsible 

for people being in such close proximity. The 
Schedules for this year have been printed but they will 
remain for 2021 with date changes, so everyone will 

have plenty of time to prepare for the show next year.    

mailto:lynndavepacker@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.churchofengland.org/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11478/page/52788/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11478/page/52788/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11478/news
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11478/news
https://www.youtube.com/c/brindlestjameschurch/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/brindlestjameschurch/videos
http://www.twitter.com/BrindleStJames


CW Year A,  

Sunday after Ascension: 24th May 2020: 

 

John 17:1-11 (New Revised Standard 

Version) 

 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he 

looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the 

hour has come; glorify your Son so that 

the Son may glorify you, since you have 

given him authority over all people, to give 

eternal life to all whom you have given 

him. And this is eternal life, that they may 

know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you 

on earth by finishing the work that you 

gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me 

in your own presence with the glory that I 

had in your presence before the world 

existed. ‘I have made your name known to 

those whom you gave me from the world. 

They were yours, and you gave them to 

me, and they have kept your word. Now 

they know that everything you have given 

me is from you; for the words that you 

gave to me I have given to them, and they 

have received them and know in truth that 

I came from you; and they have believed 

that you sent me. I am asking on their 

behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you 

gave me, because they are yours. All mine 

are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 

been glorified in them. And now I am no 

longer in the world, but they are in the 

world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that 

you have given me, so that they may be 

one, as we are one.’ 

 

*** 

Reflection by James Mawdesley 

I think that it is fair to say that today’s 

reading from John’s gospel is a challenging 

one! The complexity lies not in the 

difficulty of the teaching (there are other 

gospel readings that provide explicit 

challenges to the lives that we lead), but in 

the layers of this chapter that take us deep 

into the relationship between the Father 

and the Son, and then into the 

relationship between the Son and 

ourselves as God’s creation. 

 

In this chapter, we find Jesus at prayer. 

The scene is immediately before Jesus’ 

arrest, though John does not frame this 

time of prayer in the way that the other 

gospel writers do, where Jesus leaves 

them to take only Peter, James and John 

to the Garden of Gethsemane. Instead, 

this scene comes at the end of a long 

series of conversations that Jesus has with 

his disciples at the Passover meal. The 

other gospel writers, of course, present 

this meal as the Last Supper, though again, 

John does not do so – for example, he 

does not mention Jesus’ blessing of the 

bread and wine. So, if we are to picture 

the scene, Jesus enters into a deeply 

intimate time of prayer with his Father 

whilst surrounded by his disciples having 

just shared the Passover meal with them. 

John does not provide the details of the 

setting of the Passover meal – it is from 

Luke that we know that the meal took 

place in the upper room of a house (Luke 

22:7-13). Yet, with this detail in mind, we 

can imagine that this scene from John’s 

gospel of Jesus at prayer took place all 

those years ago in a home just like ours. 

 



One of the challenges of interpreting 

Scripture is to make the words speak to 

each passing generation. We are living in 

times that are new for many of us, and 

these strange times may have challenged 

us to look again at our Christian faith 

through fresh eyes. We may feel that 

these times have drawn us closer to God; 

equally, we may wonder where God 

stands amidst the suffering and 

uncertainty that we see in the world 

around us? In this context, how does this 

extract from John’s gospel speak to us 

today? 

 

I think that there are two strands which 

we can draw out of today’s gospel which 

have particular meaning for where we 

stand as a society at this moment. The first 

is the promise of eternal life. In his prayer, 

Jesus looks forward to the Cross, but in a 

way which we might not expect – he looks 

forward to it as being a glorious moment. 

The crucifixion is the means through which 

Christ overcomes death so that we can 

have new life in Him. We are still in the 

Easter season where we have been 

celebrating what it means to share in the 

risen life with Christ, and at Pentecost 

next week, we will see the disciples 

transformed by the Holy Spirit from being 

quivering wrecks into confident and 

articulate proclaimers of the gospel. The 

risen life in Christ is both something that is 

current and in the future, and I hope that I 

can explain here what I mean: 

- We share in the risen life of 

Christ now. The time of Covid-19 

might seem a strange time to be 

looking for signs of the risen life, 

but even in the most awful 

situations, we have seen selfless 

acts of kindness and love by both 

Christians and non-Christians 

that speak powerfully of a 

creation that is filled with the 

risen life of Christ. I am sure that 

all of you will have performed at 

least one act of kindness towards 

a relative or neighbour since we 

have gone into lockdown; if you 

have, then you too have shared 

in the risen life of Christ in the 

here and now, and that is 

something that we should 

celebrate!  

- There is also a future meaning, in 

that we will share in the risen life 

of Christ to come. In His prayer, 

Jesus says in verse 2 that He has 

been given by his Father the 

authority ‘to give eternal life to 

all whom you have given him. 

And this is eternal life, that they 

may know you, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent’. Recent weeks have 

been a sad time for many. 

Funerals have had to take place 

at gravesides or in crematoria 

with only very limited 

attendances. You may be in a 

position where you have lost 

someone recently and have not 

felt able to say ‘goodbye’ to 

them properly, be it due to 

restrictions on hospital or care 

home visiting, or restrictions on 

funerals. It may feel too soon yet 

to process, but I hope that in 



time, you will feel able to draw 

some comfort from Jesus’ words 

– He has brought eternal life to 

us, as the people whom His 

Father has entrusted to Him. 

Through His death on the Cross, 

Christ knows human fear and 

suffering, but as Christians, we 

believe that His death was not in 

vain. We proclaim that Christ 

died on the Cross so that death 

might be destroyed, and that we 

might share in His risen life both 

in this world and in the world to 

come. 

 

For my second strand, I want to build on 

this thought, that Jesus knows human 

suffering. As Christians, we believe that 

Christ is fully God and fully human. 

Through Christ, our God knows the full 

experiences of human life, be it fear or 

loneliness or illness or suffering. In this 

time of prayer, we see in verse 11 that 

Jesus prays ‘Holy Father, protect them in 

your name that you have given me, so that 

they may be one, as we are one’. You 

might hear this verse and think that there 

is an implicit contradiction here in that 

Jesus has to ask His Father to protect us, 

as if otherwise the Father might intend 

some harm towards us! This is 

emphatically not the case - the key part 

here is that Jesus says that He and His 

Father ‘are one’. Both Jesus and His Father 

want what is best for us, and I am 

convinced that this includes the end of 

this awful virus – when we look at the 

many healings that Jesus performs in the 

gospels, we can be confident that He 

seeks to work in the same way at this 

time. Next Sunday, we will hear of the 

Holy Spirit’s coming upon the disciples at 

Pentecost, and the Holy Spirit remains 

with us today – we heard about this in last 

Sunday’s extract from John’s gospel, when 

Jesus promised his disciples at the same 

Passover meal that whilst He would leave 

them, ‘I will not leave you orphaned’ (John 

14:18). Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit 

would come to the disciples and would 

remain with them, and the Holy Spirit 

remains with us today as we strive to see a 

world where the virus will be defeated. 

The Holy Spirit stands with those working 

on the frontline; with the scientists and 

governments working to defeat the virus; 

and with ourselves as we go to school, 

college or university; perhaps worry about 

our jobs; and as we care for our relatives 

and neighbours. Even in the midst of our 

greatest difficulties, God remains by our 

sides.  

 

We have seen in today’s gospel how Jesus 

shared intimacy with His Father through 

prayer, and that seems like a good note 

for us to move into our time of 

intercession. As Jesus prayed to His 

Father, He was surrounded by his disciples 

– people who, like ourselves, may have 

been worried about what the future held 

in the light of all of the uncertain things 

that Jesus had shared with them as they 

had eaten their Passover meal. What 

should have been a celebratory meal had 

probably turned into a tense affair. So, as 

Jesus prayed to His Father for the needs of 

his disciples and for our needs, so we will 

now bring our own worries and concerns 

to God through His Son, Jesus Christ. 


