
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Fourth Sunday  
after Easter  

 
A Short Reflective Service of Prayer for those at home 

 
As the people of God let us remember - 

That though the world weeps 
somewhere beyond our sight there is dancing. 

The creation groans, 
but deep within its life there is still singing. 

Hearts may be empty of God 
but Christ, whose Spirit blows where it will 

invites us to a feast of life. 
 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 
 

A Reading from the New Testament 
 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of 

the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not 

hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died.  
Acts 2 verses 42 – end 

 
Light  your own Candle  

(please ensure this is done safely) 
 

Pause for a moment of quiet 
 
 

Pause for Thought 



I love the old hymn ‘Stand up, stand up for Jesus, be counted as his own’, 
I find it truly stirring, and yet the most recent writer of the lyrics, Jean Holloway  

only wrote these powerful words post WW II. 
(The original text was written two hundred years ago by George Duffield)  

 

The words penetrate the soul, they are meant to stir faith into action! 
Listen to the final verse - 

‘Stand up, stand up for Jesus, give courage to the weak, 
Be unashamed to praise him, be bold his name to speak.’ 

 

The history of the Christian Church stems from the tree of Christ, 
 its roots are soaked in blood. 

Following Jesus can be a costly ordeal, standing up means standing out 
and many who have done so have paid the ultimate price, 

They have died for what they have believed of Jesus and his call to uphold Godly 
values, to act justly, love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

 

Over the centuries many have been martyred for their faith,  
Stephen of course being listed as the ‘first’. 

The Book of Acts records how he is on trial because of his faith; 
surely he must have realized what the consequences would be for daring to reveal 

he had seen, glimpsed heaven and Jesus whom his accusers had crucified.  
If he was tempted to tone down his message, settle for a quiet life, opt for secret 

discipleship, he didn’t. St Stephen may have been the first but he was not the last! 
Just a few who come to mind,  Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, the architect of the 
Protestant Church burned at the stake; William Tyndale who translated the Bible  

into English so all may learn about faith, was strangled and more recently, 
Martin Luther King who was shot after he declared his dream for a world  

where racial equality was the norm. 
 

All of these were great people, they believed in standing up and standing out 
amongst the millions of people to express what was important, what they believed 

God wanted them to stand up for. Had Stephen given in, who knows where the 
Church would be today, perhaps the Christian Gospel would have died  

an early death there in Jerusalem. 
 

Jean Holloway’s version of the beautiful hymn - 
‘Stand up, stand up for Jesus, be counted as his own’, 

sums up the need for us to stand up for our faith  
against the intolerable pressures of a secular world. 

In our modern world where for many God is either dead or simply make believe,  
a crutch for inadequate human beings…. We need to find the courage to walk the 

path of the cross rather than the path of least resistance. 
We may not ever be called to give up our life for Jesus,  

but we are all called to hold true to our faith and stand up for what we believe. 
Faith in Jesus is dying, faith in the countryside is under threat, 

The future of the church is now critical, PLEASE, 
don’t just hum the tune, stand up, stand up for Jesus and serve him to the end.    

 
 
  

Pause for a moment of quiet 
 
 

May we journey onwards in peace 



hoping in God who is life 
owning Christ’s cross and its freedom 
loving our neighbour like true friends 
expecting God’s call to his service 

not counting the cost or seeking glory. 
 

Bless your people O God, 
and let the light of your love shine upon us always. AMEN 

 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for) 
 

 

Have mercy on your people O God 
for whom your Son laid down his life. 

 
Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 

and have pity on those torn apart by division. 
 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
deliver them from their suffering. 

 
Hear the cry of those in pain, 

grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 
 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 
We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 

lead us in the pathways of truth 
and grant us your protection O God, 

Now and forever more,  
AMEN. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come;                           
Thy will be done;                               



On earth as it is in heaven.               
Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation;      
But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,                              
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever.  AMEN 

 

 
Closing Prayer  

 
As new growth breaks through the soil, 
as the blossoms burst forth on the trees 

may the seeds of your love travel to the ends of the earth 
bringing joy, love, hope, healing and peace to all people.  

AMEN 
 
  

Let us bless the Lord, thanks be to God. Alleluia Amen! 
 
 
 


