
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you 
 

31st May 2020 – Pentecost 
 

 

 
View Inside a Vicarage 

 
Hello, and welcome to this weeks’ edition of the Bredon Hill Group Bulletin, on what will be the 
celebration of Pentecost this Sunday. Later in the Bulletin you will be able to read a reflection by Rev. 
Roger Spiller, and so I do not want to spoil his thunder by covering what he may say in the context of 
this very special time in the churches year.  
 
However, I cannot help but reflect that this time last year, I was still living and serving in ministry in 
Redditch, from where I came before moving into Eckington. Pentecost there was celebrated with 
many of the churches from different denominations, coming together to take part in a collective 
afternoon of praise and worship, which on several occasions was held outside in the Arrow Valley 
Park. These occasions were wonderfully uplifting, and it felt joyous to be celebrating the outpouring of 
God’s spirit on his church, through Christians coming together in song and prayer. There were stalls 
offering free hotdogs or burgers and drinks to anyone who went past, and this whole afternoon 
seemed to closely resemble what the early church must have been like.  
 

 



How different this year is! Our churches will not be open for public worship, and we cannot even come 
together as Christ’s body, because of the restrictions around isolation and shielding; And it is not just 
Christians of course who have been affected; For last week, Muslims all over the world were unable to 
celebrate fully their most special festival of Eid al-Fitr, the festival of the breaking of the fast. Eid 
marks the end of the dawn to sunset fasting of Ramadan, and is typically celebrated with delicious 
feasts, the sharing of gifts and enjoying the company of friends and family. 
 
Therefore, I was particularly struck this week, that due to the fact Eid celebrations could not take 
place, many Muslims have taken to sharing their food, by packing them into food parcels and 
delivering them to the homeless. These parcels were accompanied by beautifully coloured messages 
from children, who wanted to be part of both the act of blessing and the sharing of their celebrations 
with others. They found a way to express their joy and gratitude through the giving of something of 
themselves to others; And as I watched on television their smiles as they coloured in the messages 
bound for some unknown person who would undoubtedly appreciate their gift, I thought that this is 
the same joy, gratitude and love which we receive as part of the gifts of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  
 
Gratitude, joy and love is something that we are called to demonstrate in our lives, and yet I 
sometimes find myself struggling to be grateful when life seems to be so challenging; And indeed how 
can we be joyful when a deadly virus hovers over our world, with the potential to kill and destroy the 
lives of so many?  
 
Yet, even as I think this, I am reminded of my favourite hymn for Lent, “My Song is Love Unknown,” 
where it says in verse 5  “Yet cheerful he-to suffering goes, that he his foes-from thence might free”. 
Jesus, as he prepared to go through the agonies of a crucifixion remained in a curious sense of 
joyfulness, because he knew that in completing the task His father had given him in defeating death 
and sin, that there would be much rejoicing in heaven. “It is accomplished or finished” are the words 
uttered by Jesus from the cross. 
 
When we reflect on the cross, the resurrection, the living and empowering presence of the Holy Spirit, 
we have so much to be thankful and joyful for, even in the midst of the dark times we are living 
through presently. Not only that, but we can be glad in the love of our families and friends, rejoice in 
the wonder of creation, and be grateful for all that He provides for us on a daily basis and through the 
kindness of others.  
 
For those of you who have read the book Pollyanna or seen the film, which I did on many occasions as 
a child, you will know that in the book, Pollyanna’s father taught her about the “rejoicing” texts (some 
800+ verses in the Bible which tell us to be glad in the Lord, rejoice greatly, shout for joy, rejoice & be 
glad) and, as such, he reasoned that with there being so many occasions in the Bible when we are told 
to be glad & rejoice, it must mean that God wants us to listen. 
 
What insight! God is telling us to be grateful and be glad! And so, this week, I am going to make a point 
each morning when I wake up, and each night before I go to sleep, to list 5 things for which I can be 
grateful, knowing that when I do, the Holy Spirit will indeed fill me with a joy; A joy which may not be 
one filled with hysterical laughter, but an inner peace and contentment which passes all 
understanding.  
 
So, would you be willing to join me in this? Because I believe that if we can do this for a week, then we 
might make it a habit for a lifetime. 
 
Meanwhile, hopefully you will shortly be receiving an update on some aspects of ministry and church 
business which have been taking place over the last few weeks, and which will start to influence the 
shape of worship, ministry and mission across the Bredon Hill Group as we plan for the reopening of 
our church building, whenever that might be. If you wish to share any comments with me on this, I 
would love to hear from you.  



 
Also, I would be really pleased to hear from anyone who might like to do a reading or the prayers in 
our weekly Sunday morning service. My thanks to Peter Whitehead who volunteered to do last weeks 
reading, and it was lovely to have someone else take part in the service, albeit recorded at a different 
time and in his home. This is probably the closest we can get without livestreaming a service, 
something which I haven’t done as yet, but may think about in the next few weeks.  
 
Finally, I would like to ask for your prayers for all teachers, teaching assistants and pupils who may be 
returning to school this week. As someone on three local Governing Bodies, I am aware of the 
tremendous hard work and the tough decisions which teachers have had to put in, and to make, to 
enable our schools to open for those children whose parents feel it is appropriate to send them back 
to continue their education; Also for the parents, who have had to home school their children during 
the first part of the lockdown and now who have to evaluate the level of risk to their children in 
deciding whether to send them to school or not. May our children, young people and all who will be 
working in our schools be protected and shielded over the coming weeks and may they all adjust to 
the new regimes within the schools as quickly and easily as possible.   
 
Therefore, may we go into the new week ahead full of the hope and expectation that God will be with 
us in all things; And let us give thanks for those little things, and those big things, which make our lives 
so full and complete. God bless you wherever you are, and all whom you love and care for, now and 
always.   

 
Allison 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the Bredon Hill Group 

 
 
PS Also, if you are aware that there is anyone who does not currently receive the Bulletin but who would 
like it to be sent to them through an email, then please contact Rachel Tebbatt at the following address:   
the.tebbatts@btinternet.com 

 

 



 
Principal service based on Holy Communion for Pentecost 

Sunday 31st May 2020 
 

Collect 
God, who as at this time 
taught the hearts of your faithful people 
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 
grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgement in all things 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen 
 

Reading: Acts 2: 1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability.  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice 
and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 
to what I say.  Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning.  No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  ‘In the last days it will be, God 
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,  and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my 
slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I 
will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and 
glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
 

Reading: John 7: 37-39 
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On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of 
the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’”  Now he said this about the Spirit, which 
believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Faithful God,  
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation 
the way of life eternal; 
open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
Reflection for Pentecost 2020 

Sunday 31st May  
 

Gospel John 7.37-39 
 
Images are more powerful for most people than ideas, so we’re told and we can well believe it. Images 
tease and intrigue and go on working in us. Ideas, by contrast, are attempts to nail down truths like 
butterflies on a board. Both are needed, of course. But images are elusive, tantalising and nurture our 
imagination to inhabit an alternative world that is yet to be. At this season of Pentecost we have to 
reckon with archetypal images - fire,  air, wind, breath, water - in order to come within the ambit of 
the secret agent, which is God’s mighty Spirit.  
 
It was the image of water that first captivated me as a 14-year-old attending the annual Boy’s Brigade 
service after marching with a band around the streets of Birmingham. The preacher described the 
prophet Ezekiel’s vision of water percolating thorough the temple, any churchwarden’s nightmare! 
The water was ankle deep, then knee high, then up to the thighs and finally water that couldn’t be 
crossed; water that was deep enough to swim in. And the water poured out in all directions out of the 
temple and wherever it flowed it brought life and vitality and wholeness. That is an image of the 
vocation of the church and its mission and a reference point for reviewing ourselves and our church. 
Do we as a church and as Christians aspire to be like that river or are we more like a reservoir?  The 
reservoir suggests containment, holding on to what we have, staying secure with the familiar. The 
river is always on the move, always pushing boundaries, extending its reach, eroding all that is lifeless 
in its path. Being a reservoir is not open to us if we claim to follow the one who emptied himself in 
coming down to earth, and poured out his life on the cross, for us. 
 

 



The image of water itself percolates through all scripture. The flood, the water Moses struck from the 
rock, the still waters of the shepherd, the tree planted by the stream of water, the woman of Samaria 
who discovered the living water and the invitation to the thirsty to receive a spring of the water of life. 
We can’t appropriate the Spirit merely through exploring ideas. It comes through experience, when 
we let the image of water, and all the other generative images of the Spirit wash around, fill, and flood 
our lives. 
 
‘You shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water’. What an image for us to inhabit, cited both 
by Isaiah and Jeremiah! How do we water our garden-like lives?  The formidable St. Teresa of Avila 
has several suggestions.  We could use a bucket, but it’s laborious work. We could dig a trench to take 
water from a stream, as I persuaded my reluctant family to do when I wanted to create a water 
feature. Or, we could simply receive the water direct, without our help, through rain from heaven.  
There’s a water-festival behind today’s gospel for Pentecost. It’s the Jewish festival of Sukkot.  If you’re 
in Jerusalem just before the festival you will see a strange thing. You see Jewish men with black hats 
and long curly hair carrying long wooden timbers as if they’ve all raided B & Q. They’re going to build 
portable shelters attached to their homes. And they will live in them for a week and contemplate rain! 
It’s an invitation to travel light and not to be overdependent upon buildings. 
 
 And now on the last day of the feast Jesus cries out: ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the 
one who believes in me drink’.  And the promise Jesus makes to us?  ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall 
flow rivers of living water’. That’s exactly the experience the Spirit can bring, springing up inside us, 
flowing through us and enduing us with a power and presence that are not our own. And that is the 
only starting point if we’re serious about renewing the life of the church. As the priest poet R. S. 
Thomas expresses it:  
 
Some ask the world 
    and are diminished 
in the receiving  
    of it. You gave me 
only this small pool  
    that the more I drink 
from, the more overflows 
     me with sourceless light.  
 
All that’s needed for us to move forward is a sense of dissatisfaction, dryness, emptiness, to be open 
and broken and in crisis. Revival happens not when we raise the roof but when the floor caves in. 
Water that once flowed from the temple in Jerusalem like a flood, can now flow through our lives, 
bringing an infectious new life to others. Pentecost is the potential not yet realised, the life not yet 
embraced, the spiritual high not yet climbed, the God who is nearer than breathing, indeed in our 
breathing, whose Spirit is the source of love and power to change the world.  
 
Canon Roger Spiller 
 
 

 



 

Prayers for Pentecost 
To the words Holy Spirit of God, come, please respond with the words “refresh us and 

renew us” 

 

Holy Spirit of God, come: 
refresh us and renew us. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As your Spirit moved over the face of the deep,  

bringing life to the world, 

and as the same Spirit filled the disciples at Pentecost,  

come to us, refresh and renew us. 

Blessed are you, Father Son and Holy Spirit 

 

Holy Spirit of God, come: 
refresh us and renew us. 

 

Holy Spirit of God, moving in the deep of creation, 

come into the depths of our lives, 

to guide us and empower us. 

We ask for your blessing upon the worldwide Church, 

especially for all churches in the diocese of Worcester and parishes around Bredon Hill. 

We pray for our bishops, John of Worcester, Martin of Dudley, 

For ordained ministers and all in authorised lay positions of ministry,  

that they may have the courage 

to proclaim the Good News and tell of your power. 

May our churches be seen as Spirit-filled, 

 



through its display of the gifts of the Spirit, especially in this time of Lockdown. 

Guide us, that each of us may use our gifts and talents  

To your glory and the benefit of each other. 

 

Holy Spirit of God, come: 
refresh us and renew us. 

Holy Spirit of God, giving life to dry bones, 

We ask your blessing on all who feel threatened 

or who have lost hope. 

We remember before you 

all refugees, those who are homeless and those people who are oppressed. 

Give your strength to all who seek to bring about liberty and justice. 

Guide the leaders of nations 

and all who are in positions of authority  

into the ways of peace. 

May their decisions be fair, equitable 

and in accordance with your wisdom and judgements 

 

Holy Spirit of God, come: 
refresh us and renew us. 

 

Holy Spirit of God, kindle the hearts 

Which with you are dull and cold. 

Bless us in all our relationships, 

Strengthen our love for each other, 

Give joy to us as families in our homes 

And in our dealings with each other. 

We pray for all who seek to restore broken relationships.  

 

Holy Spirit of God, come: 
refresh us and renew us. 

 

Holy Spirit of God, Breath of Life, 

We ask your blessing upon all who feel hindered or isolated 

through illness, disability or because of the Corona virus. 

We remember those in constant pain 

as well as all who are despairing, depressed or finding life difficult.  

We give thanks for all those working in hospitals, hospices and care homes 

as they seek to look after those who are suffering.  

May they, and all seeking to find a cure for the virus 

work under the wing of your divine protection  

 

Holy Spirit of God, come: 
refresh us and renew us. 

 

Holy Spirit of God, Giver of life and life eternal, 



We rejoice in your renewing and restoring power. 

We ask for your blessing upon our loved ones departed,  

those who face death 

and those whose anniversary we remember at this time. 

that in you they may know the fulness of life 

and the joy of your presence. 

 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen.  

(Prayers adapted From Prayers of Intercession by David Adam) 

 

 

Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on 
the frontline and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at 
this time and for all who have been bereaved. 
 
Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART 
(Disaster and Relief Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who are sick: David Hardy 
Those in residential care: Barbara Milton 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Charles 
Bigland-Gibbons 
 
 

 
Please pray for the launch of our Reboot Campaign today. The coronavirus crisis has 

changed the way we see the world and given us the chance to pause and reimagine what life 

could be like.  

 

The campaign calls on the UK government to forge a way forward that prioritises the 

poorest, tackles the climate emergency and builds a better world for everyone. We’re really 

aware that this is a once-in-a-generation opportunity and together we can play a vital role in 
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responding to the current crisis and calling for change. 

 

So please pray: 

For all the logistics and admin, that we can launch this campaign well and people will be 

inspired 

For Boris Johnson and the UK government as they receive people’s messages, that they will 

be ambitious in their response to coronavirus and the chance to build back better 

For Christians across the UK, that they will use their voice and call for a better future for 

everyone at this crucial time. Lastly, please continue to pray for those in the Rohingya 

refugee camp in Bangladesh, as they continue to face the combined impacts of a cyclone and 

the pandemic. Let us lift up those responding to this disaster alongside coronavirus. 

 

God bless,  

 

Megan from Tearfund 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those 

unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind. 



 

“With many in our country on lockdown, it’s important that we support those who are feeling lonely and 

isolated, whatever age they are." Archbishop Justin Welby  

Options available include materials also available digitally by the Church of England’s Communications 

team such as Prayer During the Day and Night Prayer updated daily, from Common Worship, and a 

recording of the Church of England weekly national online service. 

A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option entitled 

‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the Connections group. 

Downloadable resources include logos and posters to help publicise this free service to those who need it 

most. The link for this is https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-

guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line   

 

Updated prayers will also be available on our website 'prayer for the day' and our social media streams. 

 
Reverend Allison Davies 

Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 
Tel: 01386 750203 

Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 
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