
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you 

 

 

3rd May 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

View Inside a Vicarage 
  

"Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you, all things are passing away:  
God Never changes" - St. Teresa of Avila 

 
 
Greetings and welcome to this weeks’ edition of the Bulletin. 
 
So far during the Lockdown, the weather has been really kind to us, and this April has, I believe, been one 
of the sunniest April’s in several years. Therefore, I like to think that God has been blessing us with the 
glorious weather in recompense, and to help cheer us up, in all that we are going through, as we get used 
to being largely confined to our own homes and gardens. However, today as I write this article, the 
weather has changed, and the rain is coming down heavily.  
 
Which makes me think that there is always two ways of looking at life - through the positive lens and the 
negative one; And I don’t know whether you consider yourself to be a glass hall full or a glass half empty 
sort of person, but today whilst I am bemoaning the loss of the sun and the warm weather, I know that 
there will be many gardeners out there who are welcoming the rain with open arms, as all our plants and 
flowers so desperately need the water to restore and revive them after so much good weather.  
 
For, as we face what is fast becoming the new normal situation, I wonder whether we can look beyond our 
current period of isolation and see some positive aspects to these times. For example, this week, I have 

 



been privileged to attend, via Zoom, three school governing body meetings, for Eckington, Defford and 
Overbury First schools; And although for some this was the first time people had used Zoom, and there 
was some initial learning (especially with the mute button when everyone was trying to talk at once) it 
showed that this strange period is giving many of us opportunities to learn new things.  
 
It is also easy to forget that for our children and young people, this time of being away from school is 
particularly challenging with the potential to hamper their education and their longer term ability to attain 
the levels of knowledge and skills they will need for later in their lives, in spite of the wonderful efforts 
which our teachers, teaching assistants and parents are doing to home school them. Yet, as challenging an 
issue as this is for them now and when the lockdown ends, children are currently having the opportunity to 
experience and learn new skills and knowledge, which they may well not have been able to under normal 
circumstances.  
 
For on Facebook I have lost count on the number of pictures of children learning to cook, taking up 
needlecrafts, building camps in their gardens and cooking outside and participating in physical exercise 
challenges to raise money for charities; I could go on!  Our children are therefore benefitting from some 
unique experiences, such that although they may not be doing all the Maths and English work that they 
would be if they were at school, many are gaining a different set of life skills, which, it could be argued, 
were being lost or forgotten in our way of living prior to Lockdown.  
 
Therefore, some good can come out of these times, and although the pain and challenge which many are 
facing currently, and which is likely to continue for some time to come, perhaps we need to just stand back 
and relish the positive opportunities this time is giving us. This has really struck me this week, because as 
many of you will know, my mother, who normally lives in Wales, has been saying with me for the last few 
weeks, when she came to stay, saw me knitting. Now knitting is not something I have taken up for over 30 
years, but in January I set myself the challenge of making 10 woollen scarves, which I hoped could be sold 
for charity at Christmas time in one of our church fayres.  
 
Well, when my mother saw my knitting, although she herself has not knit for some time, said she wanted 
to have a go; Therefore, over the last 4 weeks she has knit 9 scarves, thereby not only meeting my target 
for Christmas, but more importantly, will have done something which has both helped pass the time of 
isolation, but will also hopefully have helped to raise a little money for charity.  
 
These little good news stories are all around us, and I would love to hear what you are doing to help get 
you through the Lockdown. For making that connection with others through communication, is so 
important to us all at the moment, and the sharing of stories and local news, is a really good way to help us 
all get through. Therefore, if you have any news articles, poems or pictures of things which you have been 
doing, then I would be delighted to share them through this Bulletin and I am sure it will help keep us all in 
touch with each other. For the Bulletin seems to be getting to some far distant places; So far I have heard 
of copies being sent to the Isle of Wight, and I have even had a “Like” from a member of clergy in East 
Germany, who saw an electronic copy of the Bulletin on Facebook.  
 
I am sorry that I am not able to speak to many of you personally, although please do contact me if you 
need any pastoral or ministerial support. However, I would like to say a really big thank you to all our 
churchwardens who are doing a magnificent job in keeping people connected through phone calls, and by 
sending electronic copies of magazines and articles to people, as well as keeping an eye on our church 
buildings whilst they are closed. Excellent work and thank you! 
 
The diocese has used the Bredon Hill Group as a case study for what is happening in rural parishes during 
Lockdown, and some of you may have seen the article which was posted on the Worcester cathedral 
diocese website last week. I have also been asked to speak at the Clergy Training morning on this subject 



on 6 May, along with three other members of clergy, as a way of sharing both the joys and the challenges 
of ministry during these unprecedented times.  
 
Meanwhile, it is important to keep remembering that we are the Christian voice of the church; And whilst 
our buildings are closed, although it may not always feel that we are able to do much for others as we 
ourselves isolate, we can always pray and phone our friends and neighbours, to make sure they are safe 
and well, as these are just as important acts of love and witness as anything else and they will be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Please also pray for our churches, parishes and our diocese during these times, as due to the Lockdown 
and temporary suspension of services within our churches, we are facing significant financial challenges, 
and these will undoubtedly have an ongoing impact on how we are able to run our churches and minister 
to people in the future. The Diocese has set up a special fund to enable people who are able to, to 
contribute financially to this fund, and of course we encourage everyone to continue making regular 
payments to our churches, to help support the upkeep of our buildings and the ongoing cost of ministry 
which is still happening, albeit in different ways. If anyone needs further information on this, then please 
contact myself, one of your churchwardens or your Treasurer and we will be happy to answer any 
questions.  
 
Finally, I do hope that you will join me in worship at 10.00am every Sunday, wherever you are, as we say 
the service within this Bulletin together. Alternatively, you can access a recorded version of the service on 
You Tube or on one of the many of our local village Noticeboards on Facebook which will be available by 
Saturday evening. However, if you are not on Facebook but would like to receive the link through an email, 
then please contact Alison Khan, the Administrative Coordinator for the Bredon Hill Group 
(acbhteam@gmail.com) and she will email it to you each Saturday. In this way we can all still feel that we 
are worshipping collectively as a group of churches, united in our love of God in this Easter season;  
 
And so, until next week, may God bless you and may you walk each day in the light of the Risen Christ. 
 
 

Allison 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the Bredon Hill Group 

 

 
 
PS Also, if you are aware that there is anyone who does not currently receive the Bulletin but who would 
like it to be sent to them through an email, then please contact Rachel Tebbatt at the following address:   
the.tebbatts@btinternet.com 
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Morning Prayer  
Easter Season  
Sunday, 3 May 2020 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 

All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

In your resurrection, O Christ, 

All let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As once you ransomed your people from Egypt 

and led them to freedom in the promised land, 

so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son. 

May we, the first fruits of your new creation, 

rejoice in this new day you have made, 

and praise you for your mighty acts. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

The Easter Anthem 

1 Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: ♦ 

so let us celebrate the feast, 

2 not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: ♦ 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  1 Corinthians 5.7b, 8 

3 Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: ♦ 

death has no more dominion over him. 

4 In dying he died to sin once for all: ♦ 

in living he lives to God. 

5 See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: ♦ 

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Romans 6.9-11 

6 Christ has been raised from the dead: ♦ 

the first fruits of those who sleep. 

7 For as by man came death: ♦ 

by man has come also the resurrection of the dead; 

8 for as in Adam all die: ♦ 

even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  1 Corinthians 15.20-22 



All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 106.6-24 

Refrain: The Lord remembered his covenant. 

6 We have sinned like our forebears; ♦ 

we have done wrong and dealt wickedly. 

7 In Egypt they did not consider your wonders, 

nor remember the abundance of your faithful love; ♦ 

they rebelled against the Most High at the Red Sea. 

8 But he saved them for his name’s sake, ♦ 

that he might make his power to be known. 

9 He rebuked the Red Sea and it was dried up; ♦ 

so he led them through the deep as through the wilderness. 

10 He saved them from the adversary’s hand ♦ 

and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. 

11 As for those that troubled them, the waters overwhelmed them; ♦ 

there was not one of them left. 

12 Then they believed his words ♦ 

and sang aloud his praise. R 

13 But soon they forgot his deeds ♦ 

and would not wait for his counsel. 

14 A craving seized them in the wilderness, ♦ 

and they put God to the test in the desert. 

15 He gave them their desire, ♦ 

but sent a wasting sickness among them. 



16 They grew jealous of Moses in the camp ♦ 

and of Aaron, the holy one of the Lord. 

17 So the earth opened and swallowed up Dathan ♦ 

and covered the company of Abiram. 

18 A fire was kindled in their company; ♦ 

the flame burnt up the wicked. R 

19 They made a calf at Horeb ♦ 

and worshipped the molten image; 

20 Thus they exchanged their glory ♦ 

for the image of an ox that feeds on hay. 

21 They forgot God their saviour, ♦ 

who had done such great things in Egypt, 

22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham ♦ 

and fearful things at the Red Sea. 

23 So he would have destroyed them, 

had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, ♦ 

to turn away his wrath from consuming them. R 

24 Then they scorned the Promised Land ♦ 

and would not believe his word, 

Refrain: The Lord remembered his covenant. 

Holy God, 

when our memories blot out your kindness 

and we ignore your patient love, 

remember us, re-make us, 

and give to us poor sinners 

the rich inheritance of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

Nehemiah 9.6-15 

And Ezra said: ‘You are the Lord, you alone; you have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their 

host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. To all of them you give life, and the host 

of heaven worships you. You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the 

Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham; and you found his heart faithful before you, and made with 

him a covenant to give to his descendants the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, 

the Jebusite, and the Girgashite; and you have fulfilled your promise, for you are righteous.  

‘And you saw the distress of our ancestors in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea. You performed signs 

and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land, for you knew that they 

acted insolently against our ancestors. You made a name for yourself, which remains to this day. And you 



divided the sea before them, so that they passed through the sea on dry land, but you threw their pursuers 

into the depths, like a stone into mighty waters. Moreover, you led them by day with a pillar of cloud, and 

by night with a pillar of fire, to give them light on the way in which they should go. You came down also 

upon Mount Sinai, and spoke with them from heaven, and gave them right ordinances and true laws, good 

statutes and commandments, and you made known your holy sabbath to them and gave them 

commandments and statutes and a law through your servant Moses. For their hunger you gave them bread 

from heaven, and for their thirst you brought water for them out of the rock, and you told them to go in to 

possess the land that you swore to give them.  

Canticle 

The Song of Moses and Miriam 

Refrain: In your unfailing love, O Lord, 

you lead the people whom you have redeemed. Alleluia. 

1 I will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed gloriously, ♦ 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

2 The Lord is my strength and my song ♦ 

and has become my salvation. 

3 This is my God whom I will praise, ♦ 

the God of my forebears whom I will exalt. 

4 The Lord is a warrior, ♦ 

the Lord is his name. 

5 Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power: ♦ 

your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 

6 At the blast of your nostrils, the sea covered them; ♦ 

they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

7 In your unfailing love, O Lord, ♦ 

you lead the people whom you have redeemed. 

8 And by your invincible strength ♦ 

you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 

9 You will bring them in and plant them, O Lord, ♦ 

in the sanctuary which your hands have established.  Exodus 15.1b-3, 6, 10, 13, 17 

 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: In your unfailing love, O Lord, 

you lead the people whom you have redeemed. Alleluia. 

 



Scripture Reading 

1 Corinthians 10.1-13 

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all 

passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same 

spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed 

them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck 

down in the wilderness.  

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not become 

idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to 

play.’ We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a 

single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And 

do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to 

them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages 

have come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you 

that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but 

with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.  

A suitable song or chant, or a responsory in this or another form, may follow 

Death is swallowed up in victory. 

All Where, O death, is your sting? 

Christ is risen from the dead, 

the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

All Death is swallowed up in victory. 

The trumpet will sound 

and the dead shall be raised. 

All Where, O death, is your sting? 

We shall not all sleep, 

but we shall be changed. 

All Death is swallowed up in victory. 

Where, O death, is your sting?  from 1 Corinthians 15 

Gospel Canticle 

The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah)  

Refrain: The Lord is risen from the tomb 

who for our sakes hung upon the tree. Alleluia. 

 

1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦ 

who has come to his people and set them free. 

2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦ 

born of the house of his servant David. 

3 Through his holy prophets God promised of old ♦ 

to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us, 



4 To show mercy to our ancestors, ♦ 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ♦ 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6 Free to worship him without fear, ♦ 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 

7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, ♦ 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation ♦ 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

9 In the tender compassion of our God ♦ 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, ♦ 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1.68-79 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: The Lord is risen from the tomb 

who for our sakes hung upon the tree. Alleluia. 

Prayers 

 

Intercessions are offered 

¶ for the day and its tasks 

¶ for the world and its needs 

¶ for the Church and her life 

 

Let us pray, thanking God for his loving faithfulness, and by bringing to him our own concerns and the 

needs of the world around us. 

 

Lord, we bring before you the worldwide church, and all who meet to worship in your name wherever that 

may be.  We pray that all of us who believe in you, may be strengthened to remain faithful to our calling, to 

work for understanding and unity where we have created divisions, and to show your love and compassion 

to each other and to all your children.  

 

Lord, we thank you for Christian pilgrims, who over the years have sought to share your love and message 

to others, and we pray that we too, will be able to take up our cross, to share in your resurrection joy and to 

follow you, just as they have. 

 



We pray for all who minister to us, and act as leaders in our churches and communities; we pray for the all 

the parishes and churches across the Diocese of Worcester; For Bishop John of Worcester and Bishop 

Martin of Dudley; For our Archdeacons, Robert and Nicki and for all the clergy and authorised ministers 

seeking to minister and share creatively Christ’s Good News in these challenging times of Lockdown. We 

thank you for all people pastorally caring for the isolated and vulnerable, and ask that they may seek to 

share your gospel faithfully, so that your name may be glorified. 
 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 
 

We thank you Lord for all that you provide for us through the abundance of Your Creation; But we pray for 

all those who suffer in other parts of the world, especially those suffering from the effects and impact of the 

Corona Virus. 

We bring before You those countries where conflicts, flood, drought, lack of food, clean water or medical 

help and supplies are a feature of everyday living. Bless and provide for those living in such conditions, and 

we ask for your continued protection and support for organisations such as Christian Aid, Tear Fund, 

Compassion and the British Red Cross, who seek to bring relief in such places. May we be challenged 

continually to show compassion, and we pray that we never become immune to their plight and always 

seek to support those less fortunate than ourselves.  

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

We pray also for all our world leaders, especially during this world Pandemic, and ask that you will give 

them wisdom and judgement to make decisions that will bring peace, unity and justice across the world. We 

pray that where there is hatred and sorrow You will help to bring reconciliation and love. 

We continue to pray for our local communities; for hospitals, homes and hospices who are at the forefront 

of this battle against the Virus, for keyworkers, volunteers and scientists seeking to find a vaccine; For 

schools, colleges and parents, endeavouring to provide education to our children and young people under 

difficult circumstances and for all farms, shops and businesses, trying to provide much needed supplies 

during the Lockdown.  

Lord may you protect all who are particularly at risk from the Virus because of the work that they do, and 

grant to all, your loving provision and strength in providing vital services at this time.  

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 
 

Lord, in these times of isolation, we are aware of the particular challenges facing people who are homeless, 

vulnerable, victims of abuse or addiction as well as all who are struggling to provide for their families in 

these challenging times. We thank you for the work of agencies such as Pershore Foodbank and Caring 

Hands in the Vale, and we ask you to bless them in all that they are doing to help bring comfort and 

support to these people. Help us to remember that these people are our neighbours, and our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, and that we should never be blind to the suffering of others, but act with love and 

compassion. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 
 

Lord, we bring you all those to us who are suffering in mind, body or soul, and we remember especially 

those people fighting the Corona Virus, and who are in our local hospitals, hospices and care homes. We 

remember those known to us and ask that your peace and love will surround them bringing them healing, 

comfort and strength. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 



Lord, we thank you for those who have travelled before us on the way of the cross and are now at peace in 

your eternal presence. We pray especially for those who have died this week, or who are facing the end of 

their journey here on earth. Help us to live our lives in the assurance of your promise that this road of faith 

will lead to your kingdom, and when our time comes, we pray that we will rise with all those saints who 

have gone.  

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

Lord, we pray for our families, friends and for all those who are dear to us. We lift them up before you now 

and ask that wherever they are, You will be their Guardian and their Guide, granting them your protection, 

peace and the knowledge that in all things, You will be keep them in your everlasting embrace of love.  

We bring all these prayers to You, in the name of our Lord and Saviour, the Risen Jesus Christ.   Amen.  

The Collect of the day is said 

Almighty God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 

raise us, who trust in him,  

from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 

that we may seek those things which are above, 

where he reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Conclusion 

May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 

All Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on the frontline 
and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at this time and for all who have 
been bereaved. 
 

Please pray in particular for: 
 

Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART (Disaster and Relief 
Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Charles Bigland-
Gibbons 

 

 
Principal service based on Holy Communion for Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
Sunday 3rd May 2020 

 
Collect  
Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 
raise us, who trust in him,  
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from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 
that we may seek those things which are above, 
where he reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen 
 
 

Reading: 1 Peter 2: 19-end  
For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.  If you endure 
when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer 
for it, you have God’s approval.  For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.  “He committed no sin, and no deceit was 
found in his mouth.” When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds  you have been healed. For you 
were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

Reading: John 10: 1-10   
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is 
a thief and a bandit.  The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens 
the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.”   Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  All who came before 
me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 
be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Reflection for Fourth Sunday of Easter 2020 
 
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her junior class memorize Psalm 23, one of the most quoted 
passages in the Bible, and she gave the children a month to learn the verse.  
 
One little boy was excited about the task, but he just couldn't memorize the Psalm. Although he practiced 
and practiced, he could hardly get past the first line. The day came for the children to recite Psalm 23 

 



before the congregation. The little boy was nervous. When his turn came, he stepped up to the microphone 
and proudly said, "The Lord is my Shepherd and that's all I need to know!" 
 
Having read this I almost feel that I do not need to write a reflection because in that one sentence, the 
little boy sums up what today’s reading  from John’s gospel is all about – God is Lord, and protector of all 
He loves and has created, and through Jesus, as the Good Shepherd, He has brought us back into a 
relationship with God in spite of our sin, and that’s all we need to know! 
 
However, of course I am going to say more of this wonderful passage of the Bible, and initially would like to 
focus on the idea of gates!  
 
If you look up the definition of a gate in a dictionary, it would say something like “gates may be moveable 
barriers, usually hinged and generally found in a wall or a fence”; And gates vary in their shape and size - 
from heavy wrought iron gates, built for strength and security, to little wooden gates at the bottom of a 
garden path which are ornamental and aesthetically pleasing. They are interesting, because their 
significance comes from being objects which have the ability to admit or exclude.   
 
The gate referred to in the passage today is something quite different, because of its unexpected and 
explicit identification of Jesus being the gate to the sheepfold.  
 
In Jesus’ time, sheep at night, were often gathered into a sheep pen, to protect them from thieves, the 
weather, or wild animals. The sheep pens themselves were caves, sheds or open areas, surrounded by 
walls made of stones or branches, and, it was up to the shepherd to act as a gate to let the sheep in or out 
and protect them from harm. A shepherd, lying on the ground across the entrance of a cave, to keep his 
flock safe, is perhaps not the first image that we would have of a gate.  
 
However, we are told, Jesus is the gate to God’s salvation for us. He is the one who offers access to safety 
and security, and He is the One who offers protection, from all that has the potential to harm the things 
and the people He cares for; And He can do this, because He is the only one who has direct access to God, 
as God’s Son. This is why Jesus says, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.”  
 
We can only come into close communion with God through Jesus, who provides for us both protection and 
freedom, by giving us helpful boundaries and keeping the enemy at bay. However, this comes at a cost, as 
it requires belief; belief in the fact Jesus is the only one who can truly satisfy humanity.  
 
Regrettably, some people, even when they are offered the unique gifts of joy, peace and love in their lives, 
still do not want to pay the price. Our gospel reading recognises these people as thieves and bandits, and 
in Jesus’ time, it referred to the Pharisees, the Scribes and the rulers of the corrupt Roman Empire. Today 
there are still people in society who sadly meet this description. These people do not see the gate; And in 
the book “Paradise Lost”, written by John Milton in 1667, he describes Satan seeking a way into Eden 
which avoided passing through the garden’s single gate. He likened the devil to a “prowling wolf” waiting 
for his chance to leap into the fold when the sheep were safely penned for the night, or to a thief climbing 
through a window.  
 
The consequences for people who do not recognise the gate are, of course, devastating. However, the 
reward for those who do, by believing and allowing Christ’s love to be the centre of their lives, is the gift of 
life in all its’ abundance. But, in order for Jesus to be able to be seen to act as a gate for his sheep, He first 
must be recognised as a Shepherd. For a Good Shepherd will look after his flock, will take care of every 
need of His people and will establish a kingdom of perfect peace and justice.  
 
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, has an intimate knowledge of each, and every one of us. We are known to Him 
not by an identification code or a number, but by our personal name and identity. We are unique, and we 



are special because we have each been created in the image of God, all with different aspects of God’s 
character. We are wonderfully made! 
 
Sheep, however, are known for appearing giddy or absent minded - they seek the security of the flock, and 
blindly follow the lead of the shepherd; And, if there are several flocks out in a field, they can distinguish 
the voice of their own shepherd or their movements. Sheep need a leader; not because they are dumb, but 
because they know they cannot survive on their own. They need someone to lead and guide them. 
 
Consequently, people who truly belong to God, need to listen and believe in the words of Jesus. As such, 
we need to distinguish Jesus’ voice from all the other voices we hear in our daily lives, and when we hear 
His voice, to follow His direction in faith, with the hope of what this means, both for ourselves, and for 
others who do not have hope. 
 
A good shepherd will also willingly lay down his own life for his sheep and will use any weapons at his 
disposal (including his staff) to fight off predators. Jesus, in giving up his life for the sake of His flock, 
became the door of salvation, protecting all who believe in Him. For there can be no doubt that those who 
love and follow Jesus, will be in the devil’s sights. However, in Ephesians 6, we read that Jesus has provided 
us with the armour of God. Therefore, when we go through times of trial, what better assurance do we 
have than the knowledge of such support and protection for ourselves and our own vulnerabilities, as we 
fight against the temptations of Satan and the world.  
 
For as God’s flock we know we are cared for; And when we turn to Christ, our Good Shepherd whispers His 
words of love to us, and He calls us into an ongoing relationship with Him, helping us to make difficult 
choices about who we are, what we believe in and what really matters to us.  
 
We therefore need to leave time in our lives to receive these blessings, and all those joys of the abundant 
life, by staying close to the One who makes this possible, Jesus the Good Shepherd. And so, I end where I 
started, in paraphrasing the words of the little boy in the story, “The Lord is our Shepherd, and that is all 
we need to know!”         
Amen 

 

       Bible Quiz 

 

1. True or False: The Bible is the most popular book ever written. (by copies sold) 

 

2. What is the first book in the Bible? 

 

3. What is the last book in the Bible? 

 

4. What four books tell about Jesus life on Earth? 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/rykneethling/4543060842/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


5. Which book did Jesus directly write? 

 

6. What is the longest book in the Bible? 

 

7. What is the shortest book in the Bible? 

 

8.  How many books are in the Bible?  

 

9. How many books in the Old Testament?  

 

10. How many books in the New Testament? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sunshine and rainbow picture to colour in 



 
 

 
 

Kath and Tony Cocks from Eckington have been showing their support for the NHS with some 

wonderful handbell ringing – thank you! 

The You tube video can be viewed from the Holy Trinity Facebook page 

 



Coping with lockdown in the Bredon Hill Group 

23 Apr 2020 By Sam Setchell (Diocese of Worcester) 

The Revd Allison Davies shares her experience of offering ministry during the 

Coronavirus pandemic. 

The Bredon Hill Group covers a number of villages around Bredon Hill. With some of the parishes in 

vacancy, the Revd Allison Davies is covering a large area with mainly elderly congregations. She has been 

working to ensure as many people as possible remain connected to their church during the Coronavirus 

pandemic. 

“Since going into lockdown, we’ve really just been trying to do the best that we can. With a number of 

different churches, we didn’t have lots of sets of information and contact details – it was a challenge to know 

how to reach people.  

“Our first task was to set up village support networks for pastoral care. Our churchwardens co-ordinated lists 

using the electoral roll, with different people asked to telephone others regularly to make sure they were OK. 

We discovered there were already quite a few informal networks so we built on those.  

“I then realised that we needed to try to get worship resources out to people and came up with the idea of 

putting together an email newsletter. This has turned into the Bredon Hill Group “Bulletin” and includes the 

lectionary readings, prayers and a short reflection from me. There is also a chattier section: ‘View from 

inside the vicarage’, where we signpost people to different resources. It is increasingly covering local news.  

“The idea was to produce something simple that would involve the wider community. Our Easter edition 

included an Easter garden competition with a prize for adults and one for children; people sent me photos of 

their gardens. We also took part in the Easter ‘Sing Resurrection’ which saw many of us heading into our 

gardens at 10am on Easter Sunday to sing Jesus Christ is Risen Today and Thine Be the Glory.  

“Each bulletin is produced towards the end of the week and sent out via email. It’s also posted onto local 

Facebook pages and our parish A Church Near You pages. Anyone is welcome to sign up and my 

distribution list is growing each week. Individual parishes have also been building on the idea as we get 

further into lockdown, continuing to produce their weekly pew sheet, or writing reflections and other pieces 

themselves; After all, we are all in this together and are just trying to reach out to the communities around us 

in whatever ways we can 

“I have increasingly been putting more things online – recording A Morning Prayer service with a reflection 

for YouTube and A Church Near You and making my own Pascal candle; But the reality is that many of our 

older people are not on social media. Giving them a ring is still a great way to share Christian love into 

people’s homes – they’re really glad to have a short chat. There are lots of good online services out there for 

people to take part in if they want to and so I don’t feel pressure to do something similar. I’m getting lots of 

comments that the Bulletin is the best thing they’re receiving and they’re very grateful for it! Some have 

even reached as far as The Isle of Wight!” 

 

 

https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/author/sam-setchell/


Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the Church of 

England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those 

unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind. 

 

“With many in our country on lockdown, it’s important that we support those who are feeling lonely and 

isolated, whatever age they are." Archbishop Justin Welby  

Options available include materials also available digitally by the Church of England’s Communications 

team such as Prayer During the Day and Night Prayer updated daily, from Common Worship, and a 

recording of the Church of England weekly national online service. 

A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option entitled 

‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the Connections group. 

Downloadable resources include logos and posters to help publicise this free service to those who need it 

most. The link for this is https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-

guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line   

Prayer diary – May             22 Apr 2020 By Sam Setchell  

 

Recent events have meant that many of our prayer diary entries are out of date. We will therefore be issuing 

monthly pdf updates. Download the updated prayer diary for May 2020.  

Updated prayers will also be available on our website 'prayer for the day' and our social media streams.  

https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/author/sam-setchell/
https://cofeworcester.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/1527_CofE_Diary39-MAY2020.pdf


Upcoming events in May 2020 

 
Mon 4th Interment of Ashes at St Barbara’s, Ashton under Hill 
Wed 6th Virtual Bishop’s Teaching Morning 
Mon 11th 7pm Virtual Bredon Hill Church Meeting 
Tue 12th 11am Virtual Pershore Deanery Chapter Meeting 
Wed 13th 7pm Virtual Bishop’s Council Meeting 
Thu 14th 1pm Cremation at The Vale, Fladbury 
  7pm Virtual Eckington PCC 
Mon 18th 7.30pm Virtual Elmley Castle PCC 
Wed 20th Pershore Deanery Archdeacon’s Visitation by phone 
  

 
Pershore Foodbank 

 
Due to the coronavirus, our churches have had to suspend the collection of 
food items for the Foodbank. However, we would still encourage you to donate, 
by giving money in lieu of food gifts. Therefore, if you can help, please send 
directly to: 
  
Pershore Foodbank 
Sort code 20-98-61 
Account number 50714356 

 
Food collections are still being made at Asda and Co-op in Pershore 
 
Thank you 
 

 Diocese of Worcester Ministry Fund 
Our clergy are amazing! Please help to be able to continue to meet the cost of stipends following 

reduced income due to Covid-19. We want to be able to continue to share the love of God with as 

many people as we can.  

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-englishcomp2kscopexmaster/chapter/assessment-reading-notebook-entry-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

Donate Share on Facebook  

 

Story 

As churches and church halls remain closed, parish income is reduced & ‘Parish Share’ contributions, which 

largely pay for our clergy, will decline. The Diocesan Board of Finance has a limited ability to make up the 

shortfall. 

 

Please help us to continue to pay our clergy and support staff throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Please support your local church as your first priority. 

 

If you are able to make an additional gift to this Ministry Fund, you will help our clergy continue to minister 

to our communities during this difficult time. 

 

Each Priest costs £100 a day (stipend, National Insurance and Pension). A gift of £80 would, with Gift Aid, 

fund a person for a day; £560 (with Gift Aid) would cover a week’s costs for one of our clergy. 

  

Every gift of £20, £50 or £100 will make a real difference. 

 

The more we raise, the less we will need from our churches. To make a regular donation, please use Parish 

Giving Scheme, for further details visit: www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/ministry-fund 

Answers to the quiz 

1. True 

2. Genesis 

3. Revelation  

4. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

5. None 

6. Psalms  

7. 3 John 

8. 66 

9. 39 books in the OT 

10. 27 books in the NT 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 

  
Tel: 01386 750203 

Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

https://www.give.net/DoW_Ministry_Fund/oneoff
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.give.net/DoW_Ministry_Fund
mailto:eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com


 
                                             


