
 
   
Sunday, 24th May, 2020 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 
Another week into lockdown and still no clear idea of when things will 
improve. Some school years seem set to return to school at the beginning 
of next month but some parents and union leaders are uneasy about this. 
The advice I heard that children should “return if it’s safe to do so” really 
doesn’t qualify as advice at all.   
There has been some flicker of hope though. I certainly was glad to take 
advantage of the news that we could drive to beauty-spots and walk, as 
long as social distancing was observed. Mum and I had a lovely walk on 
The Old Hills and if, in the interests of avoiding others, we wandered onto 
the Madresfield Estate, that’s our secret! Fortunately for us, the 
Gamekeeper who redirected us back to the public footpath hadn’t got his 
gun that day! 
Meanwhile permitted attendance at funerals at Worcester Crematorium 
has risen to 14 and time allocated for a service is likely to return to 45 
minutes instead of the 20 allowed at the time of writing.  
This week we have several important days to mark. Today, Sunday, the 
Church commemorates John and Charles Wesley; then we have The 
Venerable Bede on Monday 25th; Augustine on Tuesday 26th; and 
Josephine Butler on Saturday 30th to name just a few. Royalists amongst 
you will also want to mark Oak Apple Day on May 29th, celebrating the 
restoration of the monarchy in 1660. 
 I will give the collects for these days towards the end of this bulletin. As I 
haven’t found one specifically for Oak Apple Day, I’ll include the Collect 
for the Sovereign. 

                                                                                                              Sarah. 
 



Collect and Readings for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven; 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

First Reading (Acts 1: 6 - 14) 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the 

time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is 

not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 

his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  When he had 

said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up 

toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.  When they 

had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they 

were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 



Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of[c] James.  All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 

women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 
Second Reading (1Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11) 

 
 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place 

among you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you.  But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 

sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 

glory is revealed.  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is 

resting on you 
 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so 

that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, 

because he cares for you.  Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 

someone to devour.  Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you 

know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing 

the same kinds of suffering.  And after you have suffered for a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory 

in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 

you.  To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading (John17:1-11) 

 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and 

said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son 

may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all 

people,[a] to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  And 

this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26926c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26751a


Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  I glorified you on earth by 

finishing the work that you gave me to do.  So now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 

before the world existed. 
 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 

the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 

have kept your word.  Now they know that everything you have 

given me is from you;  for the words that you gave to me I have 

given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that 

I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.  I am 

asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but 

on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.  All 

mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 

them.  And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 

world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 

one.  

 
 

Reflection for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Sarah Cottrill 

 
Just before I began working on this address, I was reading a book by 
previous Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, in which he explors 
the expression of faith contained in the Apostles’ Creed. The belief in God 
declared in the Creed, is, he  says, very different from, a belief in for 
example, the Loch Ness Monster or UFOs because a belief in God affects 
– or should affect – every aspect of our life and the way we lead it every 
day. There are times when that faith is more difficult to hold on to than 
others. At times of crisis and suffering, it may appear that God is absent; 
but if we look at some of the key points of the Christian story, we will see 



that it was often Christ’s apparent absence that made those moments 
significant. On Easter Day, the tomb was only significant because it was 
empty. Christ wasn’t there. If his body had been found there, then 
Christianity would be lost in history as a failed Jewish sect whose leader 
died the death of a criminal. It is only because he wasn’t in the tomb on 
Easter Day that Jesus can be with us today. On Ascension Day, it was 
Christ’s leaving the disciples that enabled the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
thus empowering the disciples to go out and spread the good news of 
Salvation to all people. It is through his apparent absence that we have 
the full benefit of his presence. God will never leave us. He is with us 
through everything which life can throw at us and this is borne out in 
many verses, both secular and Biblical.  One of the best known Biblical 

verses on the subject is contained in our second reading today: Cast all 

your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.  This remains as true 

and reliable today as it was when it was written. Whatever problems 

or tragedies we are facing, Christ cares about us and will help us to 

carry our burdens if we will take them to him. 

That comforting reassurance of Peter’s, however, comes as a lighter 

moment in an otherwise rather daunting passage. We are told not 

to be surprised when suffering comes and to rejoice in it. A little 

later we are warned that the devil is always “prowling around, 

looking for someone to devour!” Few of us, I imagine, would claim 

to rejoice when we are facing suffering. We may be able to look 

back on a period of suffering and, with hind sight, see how it 

benefitted us in some way; made us stronger characters; more 

appreciative of things and people in our lives; taught us valuable 

lessons. But at the time, when going through whatever particular 

form of suffering it was, can we say we rejoiced in it? Peter is talking 

about suffering for the sake of Christ – being persecuted or 

“reviled” for his sake. I know some Christians can endure with 

fortitude, suffering in this context and perhaps they do, at some 



level, rejoice in it. I’m afraid I’m not made of such strong stuff! In 

this country we are privileged in being free to practice our faith as 

we wish. The only form of “persecution” I can ever remember facing 

was being teased one day at school for giving a biblically based 

answer to a science question. I remained true to my conviction but I 

can’t say I rejoiced in the experience. 

Fortunately, as I say, true suffering for the sake of Christ is not 

something we are likely to have much experience of. What concerns 

us far more, I suggest, is the other part of Peter’s warning: 

Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking 

for someone to devour.  
Our adversary will take many forms and the temptations with which he 
hopes to devour us will differ for each individual. In the present 
circumstances I imagine many are feeling his attack through feelings of 
loneliness, frustration and anxiety. The temptation to despair or to 
disregard official guidelines and go to meet friends or loved ones is great. 
 There are always, even in “normal times” the daily temptations which 
may seem small weaknesses but can so easily escalate beyond our 
control. And there are the temptations to believe that God doesn’t really 
care. This is in so many ways the easiest – and most destructive - of all 
temptations to which we can fall prey. When we’re faced with tragedy 
and suffering – on a global or more personal level – it’s so easy to ask 
“Why does God allow this to happen”  or to listen to the nagging voice in 
our head that tells us that obviously God doesn’t care or this wouldn’t be 
happening. The devil can, and will, take hold of the smallest seed of 
doubt and work on it to separate us from God- or at least, to make us feel 
that we have become separated from him and that will lead us into the 
darkest of all imaginable places. There, our prowling adversary will 
indeed begin to devour us. 
The antidote to this is Peter’s phrase I quoted before: Cast all your 
anxiety on him, because he cares for you.  We do this by going to him in 



prayer and although that may not always be easy, failure to do so results 
in a great deal of unnecessary pain. As Alan Jackson writes in his popular 
hymn:  Oh, what peace we often forfeit 
           Oh, what needless pain we bear 
          All because we do not carry 
          Everything to God in prayer. 

Our adversary is always present and it is sometimes easier to feel his 
presence than that of Christ. It is at such times that we need to make a 
conscious effort to remember and hold on to the words of Peter, the 
promises of Christ himself that he will never leave us and words like 
those in the poem Footprints. 

I leave you with the words found on the walls of a basement in Cologne. 
Dating from 1945 they are believed to have been written by a Jew in 
hiding from the Gestapo: 

I believe in the sun even when it isn’t shining. 

I believe in love even when I am alone. 

I believe in God even when He is silent. 
 
Collects to use during the week 

 
John and Charles Wesley(Hymn Writers): May 24th 

God of mercy, 
who inspired John and Charles Wesley with zeal for your gospel; 

grant to all people boldness to proclaim your word 
and a heart ever to rejoice in singing your praises; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 



The Venerable Bede: (Monk)May 25th 
God our maker, 

Whose Son Jesus Christ gave to your servant Bede 
Grace to drink in with joy 

The word that leads us to know you and to love you; 
In your goodness 

Grant that we also may come at length to you, 
The source of all wisdom, 

And stand before your face; 
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

Who is alive and reigns with you, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Augustine (First Archbishop of Canterbury): May 26th 
Almighty God, 

whose servant Augustine was sent as the apostle 
of the English people; 

grant that as he laboured in the Spirit 
to preach Christ’s gospel in this land 

so all who hear the good news 
may strive to make your truth known in all the world; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 



Oak Apple Day: May 29th – For the Sovereign 
Almighty God, 

The fountain of all goodness, 
Bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, 

And all who are in authority under her; 
That they may order all things 

In wisdom and equity, righteousness and peace; 
To the honour and glory of your name 

And the good of your Church and people; 
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

Who is alive and reigns with you, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

Josephine Butler (Social Reformer): May 30th 
God of compassion and love, 

by whose grace your servant Josephine Butler 
followed in the way of your Son 

in caring for those in need; 
help us like her to work with strength 

for the restoration of all 
to the dignity and freedom of those created in your image; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 



Prayers. 
Prayers are asked this week for: 
Jill Elmore who is terminally ill with Cancer 
Bernard Dixon who has been diagnosed with Coronavirus 
Jane and Ivy Roberts following the sudden death this week of Rich. 
Please pray for these and their families and friends. 
 
On a happier note, we can give thanks for 64 years of marriage 
celebrated by Cecil and Joyce Wright last week. 
 

Notices 
Finances 
Church finances continue to be an area of concern for our treasurers. The 
enforced and prolonged closure of church buildings means that income is 
reduced but many of the usual bills still have to be paid. We appreciate 
that many of you are still giving through direct debit and we thank you 
for this. We also realise that these are difficult times for many people and 
giving to the church may be something you have to cut back on. 
However, if you usually contribute through the envelope scheme or cash 
on the plate and are able to do so, please consider making a contribution 
by cheque. Our treasurers would love to hear from you! 
They can be contacted as follows: 
Sheila Brice  (St Clements)  
Philip Evans (St Michaels)  
Chris Rees (St Johns) 
 



Christian Aid:  
The official Christian Aid Week ran from 10th to 17th May. The following 
message was received from Sally Mills too late for inclusion in last week’s 
pew sheet but as you’ll see, it’s not too late to participate. Please contact 
Sally if you want to know more. 
Christian Aid Week will go ahead, with fundraising, events, 
prayers and worship available online. Since the big climate 
change conference planned for October in Glasgow has now been 
cancelled,the focus of fundraising has changed and will now 
concentrate on the Covid19 virus and its impacts in the global 
South. Although online is not the way we usually run Christian Aid 
Week, I think it is really important that we try to support the poorest 
communities for whom this pandemic is going to be so difficult (and 
who, I am sure, would love to have the luxury of space in which to 
socially distance!)In terms of giving,those who are not connected 
to the internet will be able to post cheques to Christian Aid - 
Christian Aid, 35-41 Lower Marsh, London SE1 7RL. And those 
of us who are happy to connect online will be able to make 
donations through the Christian Aid Week 2020 JustGiving 
webpage, which is already available 
(https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/CAWeek2020) and through 
links on Facebook. We recommend that we encourage our 
churches to give and fundraise throughout the month of May. There 
will be aChristian Aid Week service and online worship 
everyday throughout Christian Aid Week from the Christian 
Aid website,as well as quizzes.You can find all the latest 
information through the links on this 
page:https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/ 
 
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/CAWeek2020
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/christian-aid-week/coronavirus-guidance


Important Numbers 
Childline      0800 1111 
Samaritans     116 123 
Domestic Violence Hotline  0808 2000 247 
The Survivors Trust    0808 801 0181 
Mind      0300 123 3393 
Age UK      0800 169 6565 
 
Care Homes 
A reminder that with care homes in lockdown, their residents are 
particularly isolated at this time. Juniper House have told us that they 
would especially appreciate it if anyone were able to write letters, or 
children were able to draw bright pictures, to cheer people up and give 
them some contact with others during a difficult period. There are 
further details on the St Michael’s website and Facebook page (see 
below), or please do contact Philip Evans (number on the back page) if 
you would be able to help.  
 
Resources 
A reminder of our online presence. 
 
St John’s Website  www.stjohninbedwardine.co.uk 
St Michael’s Website www.stmichaels.westworcesterchurches.org.uk  
 
St John’s Facebook  www.facebook.com/stjohninbedwardine  
St Michael’s Facebook www.facebook.com/stmichaelsdinesgreen  
 
Various prayer resources and information are also available on the 
Church of England website.  For those without internet access, the 
archbishop of Canterbury has launched a 24-hour freephone number for 
a service called Daily Hope, which offers music, prayers and reflections as 
well as full worship services: 0800 804 8044. 

http://www.stjohninbedwardine.co.uk/
http://www.stmichaels.westworcesterchurches.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohninbedwardine/
http://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsdinesgreen


Contacts 
 
During the period while services are not being held and vulnerable groups 
are being asked to self-isolate, we realise that many people may find 
things difficult or lonely.  Please do feel free to contact the clergy, 
especially for pastoral or spiritual matters, but also for any other reason. 
In addition to the two stipendiary clergy, the retired clergy in our area are 
also happy to be contacted for support or advice. While routine pastoral 
visits are being strongly discouraged, a healthy member of the clergy will 
always be available to make urgent visits, so please do ask. 
 


