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#TheParishThisMonth...

Easter Crosses in front of St Wilfrid’s. Image by Hilary Putman

Mrs Clarke ready to distribute shopping to at risk people in the Parish. Amazingly she is able to 
balance all of this shopping on the handlebars of her bicycle!
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to the May 2020 edition of Connected.

There isn’t much to report this 
month – not a lot happened during 
April, and little is planned for May. 
Personally I’ve been catching up 
on DIY and reading… 

The Directory is missing  again 
because no events are now 
planned (Even Churchyard Tidying 
is cancelled...) But we welcome 
Revd. Pete’s Dear Friends article 
about connectedness. And Tony 
Service apprises us about how 
the virus has had an impact on 
the Methodist Circuit. Tony has 
helpfully given me some texts 
on the modern age and shares a 
hymn that reflects on the isolation 
that many will be feeling just now.

Mike Bunn appears to be sitting 
out the lock down in the garden 
– fortified with the odd beer we 
hope – which has led to some 
reflections on how the wildlife is 
making itself known during the 
lockdown. Good work Mike!

Revd. Roy Shaw reports on the 
deteriorating situation in Kenya. 

The problems with the locusts are 
increasing, leading to a sharp rise 
in food prices. Further the country 
is now in lock down. Please 
remember St Dorcas in your 
prayers and donate to the charity 
via Revd. Roy if you are able.

I received a lovely letter from 
Sheila and John Noble thanking 
the St Wilfrid’s Parish volunteers 
for their help in getting in the 
shopping and being a friendly voice 
on the telephone. In a similar vein 
I have included some articles from 
Parish Pump on the subject of 
kindness.

Finally I report on the WHO 
‘Year of the Nurse’ celebrations 
to commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of Florence 
Nightingale. How appropriate that 
this has occurred whilst we are 
all relying on the NHS more than 
ever?

The Brayton Parish Website 
(www.StWil fr idsParish.com) 
sends out notices of Services 

and events in St Francis and St 
Wilfrid’s, but only to subscribers. 
It is easy to subscribe on the 
website, so why not use this 
method of staying up-to-date 
on news in the Parish? It is of 
course free.
In normal times printed copies 
of Connected delivered to your 
door cost £5 a year (£4 for 
pensioners) by subscription, or 
you can pick up a copy for 75p 
in Brayton Post Office or from 
any of the Churches mentioned 
within these pages. Subscriptions 
run from June each year. You 
may also download Connected 
free from the St Wilfrid’s 
website www.StWilfridsParish.
com. Contributions are always 
gratefully received, by the 11th of 
the month please.

John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com

Welcome

Thanks to Revd. Hannah Suekarran for the splendid cover picture this month.
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This is my Rector’s Report for the 
2020 APCM, written in February 
before the Coronavirus outbreak. 
I have kept the original report in 
its entirety, but with a number of 
additions in the light of the current 
situation.

“Connectivity” is quite the buzz 
word these days, isn’t it? We hear 
lots of talk about the importance 
of achieving greater connectivity 
between the major cities of the 
so-called ‘Northern Powerhouse’ 
and connectivity between North 

and South (HS2?!). Then there’s 
the multiplicity of connectivity 
options on offer through 
information technology: high 
speed fibre broadband with a vast 
array of social media options and 
platforms. All of this is significant 
and, though with its fair share 
of problems, largely positive, 
providing ways to connect people 
in an increasingly fragmented and 
isolated society. The enormous 
advantages of this array of online 
technology to keep us connected 
have been brought into sharp relief 
as result of the social distancing 
challenges we face in the context 

of the Coronavirus outbreak.
I imagine we’ve all done a Connect 
the Dots picture in our time, 
though I guess maybe not recently 
for many of us! As we do one of 
these pictures, as we connect the 
dots, bit by bit a picture gradually 
emerges, doesn’t it? I don’t know 
about you, but I remember as a 
child my growing excitement as 
the picture took shape dot by dot, 
with the end result a surprise just 
waiting to be discovered! 

It seems to me the Kingdom 

of God is like a glorious Connect 
the Dots picture! Why? Because 
“connectivity” is at the heart of 
God’s Kingdom, and surprise 
is too: as his Church we seek 
to connect with God and one 
another, and then together we 
endeavour to create opportunities 
for those beyond Church to 
connect with Him. As we do this 
God just can’t wait to surprise us 
along the way! As Christians we 
are called to be, and to create, 
points of connection in our world; 
we are called to be and create 
“divine dots” enabling connectivity 
to God and his Kingdom of love, 

peace, forgiveness and hope. As 
we connect the divine dots here 
in this parish, bit by bit God’s 
Kingdom takes shape, and we 
enable our small part of the great 
picture to gradually emerge. Then 
one day down the line, a day God 
alone knows, the picture Jesus first 
began sketching out when he lived 
among us will be complete, and 
our small, local Kingdom picture 
will be a beautiful and surprisingly 
glorious part of the great whole!

When we are not operating 

under the necessary constraints 
brought about by the Coronavirus 
outbreak, through our two 
worshipping communities at St 
Wilfrid’s and St Francis, there are 
so many ways we are enabling 
the picture of God’s Kingdom to 
emerge locally, there are so many 
divine dots of connectivity, and so 
many surprises just waiting to be 
discovered.

Children, young people and 
younger men, women and families 
in our communities are given 
the opportunity to connect with 
the Kingdom of God through: 
Alive@5; Family Communions; 
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Refresh for younger women, and 
Beer and Banter for younger men; 
Friday Fun Club; Messy Church; 
Open the Book and other schools 
ministry; Junior Church; The Zone; 
Thrive and A2O. The ministry of 
Rob among 20s-40s will play a key 
role in enabling this connectivity 
to take place in as yet unknown 
but almost certainly surprising 
ways . Meanwhile, largely, though 
not exclusively, older members 
of our community, some who 
are increasingly isolated, are able 
to connect with God’s Kingdom 
here through coffee mornings, 
community lunches, fundraising 
and social events, ministry in 
our residential homes, pastoral 
visiting and home communions. 
Opportunity for divine connection 
for those struggling with their 
mental health is provided at 
the Wellbeing Café, and wider 
community events such as the 
Interactive Christmas Event in 
December at Thorpe Willoughby 
and Growing Community Events 
in Brayton, as well as welcoming 
community organisations into 
our buildings, all offer divine 
connection to a range of folks in 
the area. Connecting the divine 
dots in our wider community is 
perhaps most profoundly seen 
in the many baptisms, weddings 
and funerals that take place in 
our worship centres and beyond. 
These and the big seasonal festivals 
mean that literally thousands are 
enabled to connect with God and 
his Kingdom in deeply meaningful 
ways through life’s joys and 
sorrows.

In the midst of the Coronavirus 
outbreak, we have had to adapt 
how we connect the divine dots in 
our community: 

Extending our online presence 
to include a parish YouTube 
channel through which we are able 
to offer a variety of new, creative 

points of connection, including 
livestreamed Sunday worship 
and midweek opportunities for 
families, children and schools to 
connect to us; developing our 4 
online platforms to provide even 
more effective communication 
through signposting people to a 
wide range of in-house and national 
worship resources, including a 
weekly Family Focus Worship and 
Activity sheet produced by our 
own children’s team; developing 
online community opportunities 
for our young people; and ever 
mindful of those in our community 
who are not in a position to access 

online resources, a small worship 
pack delivered to them for use 
in their homes. Alongside this, 
the Parish Volunteer Support 
Team is making life-giving divine 
connections by maintaining vital 
phone contact with older and 
other vulnerable members of our 
church and wider community, 
as well as offering much needed 
assistance with the collection 
of prescriptions, and, at times, 
shopping.

Through all this connecting 
of divine dots we are helping to 
create and complete our local 
part of the great picture that 

is the Kingdom of God! How 
thrilling is that!?

However, thrilling indeed 
though this is, this exciting 
Kingdom connectivity is only as 
effective as the connectivity we 
as individual Christians enjoy. We 
can only enable truly effective 
divine connection in others as 
we ourselves commit to a life-
long deepening connection with 
God and his Kingdom. It is only 
through a daily commitment 
to connecting the dots of our 
own lives with God and to one 
another in the local fellowship of 
faith, that we can enable God’s 
Kingdom picture here to emerge 
full of life, colour and hope. 
This is why a commitment to 
regularly worshipping together, to 
corporate and individual prayer 
and to personal openness to 
God’s vision for this community 
is critical to the nature and quality 
of the Kingdom picture that will 
emerge here.

It hardly seems possible that 
Charlotte, the girls and I have 
been connecting the divine dots 
of the Kingdom with you here for 
10 years now!? Hardly possible 
that for 10 years we have had the 
privilege, joy, blessing, and yes, 
challenge, of sharing with you in 
the creating of God’s Kingdom 
picture here. None of us knows 
how the final picture will look, 
or when it will finally emerge, but 
what we do know is that the God 
of surprises promises to create 
this picture with us and longs for 
our small part of it to become 
something beyond our wildest 
imaginings.

So, thank you, and let’s carry on 
connecting those divine dots!

Revd. Pete

“Through all this 
connecting of divine 
dots we are helping 
to create and 
complete our local 
part of the great 
picture that is the 
Kingdom of God! 
How thrilling is  
that!
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What a time we live in!
When I sent John our Methodist 
news in early March about all the 
special Holy week and Easter 
services in which we would be 
involved and our special quiz 
night, never in this world did I 
expect a week later to find that 
the familiar world around us was 
slowly, then rapidly, disintegrating, 
so much so that within 24 hours 
on Tuesday March 17, using the 
words of a hymn, “All I once held 
dear, built my life upon” suddenly 
disappeared. 

We had been warned that the 
coronavirus was becoming more 
virulent and we needed to have 
better hygiene, such as regular 
hand washing. On Wednesday 
March 11, we went on a five day 
coach holiday to a hotel in the 
Scottish Cairngorm National 
Park. OK, there was hand gel 
around the hotel and restaurant 
and on the coach which most 
people used but social distancing 
had not then been invented and 
we enjoyed a social time on 
the coach (which was full) as 
we did in the restaurant and in 
the ballroom where there was 
entertainment and dancing each 
evening. 

This virus was rampaging 
through Italy and Spain after 
its explosion in China and SE 
Asia but it still wasn’t having 
real impact on our normal lives 
– until we came home on the 
Sunday. Suddenly, it started to 
become more important. Our 
Circuit Meeting was planned for 
Tuesday March 17. At 12.30 pm, 
I was asked to inform people 
that it would be cancelled. At 
4.00 pm, all the church services 
due to be held on the following 
Sunday were cancelled. Then all 
services, meetings and events for 

the foreseeable future were being 
cancelled until further notice. 
Since I was a child, apart from 
times of illness and when we 
were abroad, I always had been 
in a church somewhere every 
Sunday. Now, I was being denied 
that spiritual home. 

On the Friday, we had a chapel 
funeral for one of our regular 
members. Together with the family, 
we were expecting probably 70 - 
80 people. We finished up with 
30 which included only six chapel 
officers. By Saturday, everywhere 
seemed to be closing. On the 
Saturday, we went walking round 
the Castle Howard estate and it 
was noticeable how people were 
beginning to keep their distance. 
On the Monday, we had our final 
walk round Barlow Common and 
the few people we passed really 
made sure there was the obligatory 
six feet between us. Then Tuesday 
brought a NHS letter that told me 
I was considered a high risk person 
and I needed to stay in the house 
for at least the next 12 weeks. 12 
weeks!

Within days, I heard about 
two people I know who were 
in intensive care with the virus. 
I heard about my sister in law in 

Somerset and her granddaughter 
who, fortunately, both had a 
mild attack and recovered after 
a week. So we did not mess 
about. No more popping down 
to Tesco’s for the morning paper, 
no more canal walks, no more 
shopping. People came and left 
stuff outside for us to collect 
when they had gone. Revd Pete 
brought a few magazines for our 
housebound folk and all I could 
do was to wave to him through 
the window. The magazines were 
then left outside for others to 
come, collect and deliver. My 
daughters brought shopping and 
other things we needed and, 
again, all I could do was to wave 
through the window.

At the time of writing, I have 
seen nothing more than the street 
immediately outside and the back 
garden. I have been told about 
the problems in the surgery and 
chemist, the long queues in the 
supermarkets and the increasing 
procedures being applied for the 
safety of both staff and customers 
but seen nothing of it myself. I 
am living in a strange world of 
which I have no experience. Every 
aspect of our life is changing and 
disintegrating. Because there is, at 

Methodist News
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the present, no cure or preventive 
vaccine, everybody in our society 
is affected, and therefore every 
conceivable aspect of our society 
is also affected. When will it end? 
Heaven knows but I do know 
that it will change all of us and 
it will be remembered for years, 
for decades, even centuries to 

come. My sincere hope is that we 
will all, hopefully, come through 
it all safely.
Worship at home
Although we have not been 
able to worship in church, many 
have been very innovative in 
developing on line resources. Our 
minister, Revd Philip Macdonald, 
discovered how to use Facebook 
and provided encouraging and 
inspirational Circuit worship at 
10.30 am every Sunday morning 
from his study and Lydia, our 
Circuit Children’s Worker, 
provided live-streaming all age 
acts of worship from her living 
room. The Methodist Church 
sends out a weekly worship 
sheet. There has been on-
line worship streamed from 
our major Methodist London 
churches and from several other 
churches around the country. 
Being ecumenical, I also linked up 
to Revd Pete Watson’s worship 

from his study and really did feel 
part of his communion services 
as he shared worship with the 
outside world. 

During Holy Week, Philip 
once again provided reflective 
evening worship on Monday and 
Wednesday and then special acts 
of worship for Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday and Easter Day. 
Added to this worship, Lydia 

live streamed a Tuesday evening 
reflection and all age morning 
worship on Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
It seemed strange at first, just my 
wife and I in front of a computer 
screen, singing hymns together 
and sharing in prayers and 
readings. We felt self-conscious 

but we soon adapted and joined 
in with that myriad of people 
around the Circuit – and, indeed 
by the Facebook comments, with 
many way beyond our Circuit. 
We might have been separated 
physically but it was good to be 
together in spirit.

For Easter Sunday, Churches 

Together in Britain and Ireland 
encouraged people to stand 
in their gardens and streets at 
10.00 am and to joyously sing 
to the world “Jesus Christ is 
risen today” and “Thine be the 
glory”. So, in my part of Brayton, 
we did just that. With three of 
my neighbours (which included 
a leading chorister from St 
Wilfrid’s who led our singing), 
we proclaimed to the world the 
Easter message through these 
two familiar hymns. You can see 
in the picture how enthusiastically 
my wife and I are singing! 

Holy Week and Easter were 
certainly very different this year, 
as will our church life and worship 
for many weeks to come. 
Easter Flower Crosses
As a Circuit, we were encouraged 
to make Easter Crosses covered 
in flowers. Four of those created 
by some of our ladies in Brayton 
are pictured. I think they are so 

“...we proclaimed 
to the world the 
Easter message 
through these two 
familiar hymns. 
You can see in 
the picture how 
enthusiastically 
my wife and I 
are singing!
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lovely - different and creative.
Wesley’s Instructions for Social Distancing 
for the Methodist People
Although the following instruction to those 
called Methodists cannot be found in any of John 
Wesley’s sermons or writings, it is generally 
attributed to him.
• Do all the good you can, by all the means 

you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 
places you can, at all the times you can, to 
all the people you can, as long as ever you 
can. 

This has now been modified for Social Distancing.
• Avoid all the people you can, 
• by all the means you can, 
• in all the ways you can, 
• in all the places you can, 
• at all the times you can, 
• as long as ever you can.

What is God doing?
I understand this went viral on social media last 
month - at least among Methodists. 

God was recently seen walking around 
Yorkshire. 

“What are you doing?!” he was asked.
“Working from home”, he replied. 

Never Give Up
When I was in Scotland (see above), we had a 
train journey on the well-known, scenic West 
Highland railway from Fort William to Mallaig. 
We were in a café in Mallaig (where a cup of 
tea and a scone cost an absolute fortune!) 
when I saw the following words of wisdom 
framed on the wall adjacent to our table 

No matter what is going on, never give up.  
Develop the heart. 
Too much energy in our country is spent 
developing the mind instead of the heart.
Develop the heart. Be compassionate. Not 
just to your friends but to everyone.
Be compassionate. Work for peace in your 
heart and in the world.
Work for peace and I say again, never give up.
No matter what is happening, no matter what 
is going on around you
NEVER GIVE UP!

Tony Service



 

9

You may remember that back in 
February, when we had the event 
at St Francis’ church to introduce 
the orphanage, a plague 
of locusts, rampant at 
the time in East Africa, 
had just eaten their way 
through our two fields of 
newly planted maize and 
beans - one tiny part of 
the devastation that this 
plague has brought to large 
parts of Sudan, Uganda 
and western Kenya. 

As a result food prices, 
especially maize and 
beans, have rocketed, 
and we have had to send 
out extra funds to lay in 
supplies before they run 
out in the markets. Now 
the African news agencies 
are reporting that the 
locusts have been breeding, and a 
second wave, bigger than the first 
(which was reportedly a swarm 

the size of the city of Moscow) is 
likely to strike East Africa in June, 
just when the first crops should 

be being harvested. 
Kenya is in lockdown, so the 

children are not at school, and 

confined to the campus. They 
are all reported to be well. It is 
doubtful if the trustees will be 

able to visit before the 
autumn, although we 
are in daily contact via 
text. Please pray for 
the children and staff as 
they get used to food 
rationing, and if you 
can make a donation to 
cover the extra costs 
of food, please go to 
stdorcasorphanage.co.uk 
and click on ‘contact’; this 
will lead to a reply telling 
you how to donate.

Many thanks

Revd. Roy Shaw

St. Dorcas Orphanage. An Update

Dear John

This is a difficult time but we have been surprised 
by the pluses that have appeared over time.

The people we see, albeit at a distance, have 
been pleasant, when we have been out for 
exercise.

Thank you Pete for your notes and prayers 
while in isolation. They have meant a lot to us 
both as we missed going to Church the most of 
all. Also a big plus has been the lady who does 
our shopping so regularly and as our family lives 
miles away and cannot help us she has been so 
valuable and kind to us. We look forward to her 
calling. She was elected by the Church to help us 
by shopping. Another lady who lives in our road 
also volunteered her help with shopping.

With contact from our family each day and your 
help we are not feeling as lonely as we thought 
we would. FaceTime is great and the phone too.

Yours sincerely

Sheila and John

Covid-19 Postbag
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Thought for the Day

A Hymn for Today

We have bigger houses but smaller families, more conveniences but less time.
We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge but less judgement, more experts but more 
problems, more medicines but less healthiness.
We’ve been all the way to the moon and back but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new 
neighbour.
We build new computers to hold more information to produce more copies than ever but less 
communication.
We have become long on quantity but short on quality.
These are times of fast food but slow digestion, tall man but short character, steep profits but 
shallow relationships.
It’s a time when there is much in the window but nothing in the room.

Our thoughts go out to all those poor married men who’ve spent months telling their wife, 
 “I’ll do that when I have time.”

I subscribe to a web site which provides hymn resources and lists many new hymns recently written. 
The following came in my first week of isolation. I do not know if the hymn was written specifically 
with the cv situation in mind or whether it was coincidental but it is certainly appropriate and I found 
it encouraging.

Are you there when life is darkened
by a peril few dare name?
Are you there when those I turn to
silently engender shame?
When both strength and courage falter,
when all hope is choked by fear,
are you there? My God, I need you,
long to feel that you are near.

Hold me, God, when I am weary,
when the burden is too much;
hold me, God, when those around me
cannot reach or dare not touch.
Doubt engulfs me, and confusion
hijacks every choice I make;
hold me, God: today, be with me
all along the road I take.

Martin E. Leckebusch (b.1962)
© Martin E. Leckebusch, admin. The Jubilate Group

With many thanks to Tony Service
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Sounds of bumble bees skiting by
Wood pigeons calling from a distance as the cockerel crows

to the tune of the mild breeze
Pheasants call from a distant and, neighbouring fields

Tractors purr and groan from afar as natures soil is turned
Young sparrows find their voices as the cuckoo’s call echo’s 

from afar.
Brown crisp leaves rustle in the hedgerow, as dog walkers in 

the fields pass following their loyal friend

Thrushes and starlings flee from the fields
Lawnmowers move to a monotonous drone as they fade the 

sound of cars and buses whistle on the tarmac roads
As silence appears to fall the music of mother nature appears 

to raise her voice

But the birds never stopped singing, the bumble bees carried 
on humming, the cockerel carried on crowing

Its just that we switched off and drowned out the 
wonderful music of mother nature in our garden.

Mike Bunn

10.4.20

From My Garden
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I expect that many of us will 
have taken part in the Thursday 
evening applause for the NHS 
workers.
 The Dutch yoga teacher 
who started the campaign, 
Annemarie Plas, who lives in 
south London, urged people to 
show their appreciation at 8pm 
every Thursday until the end of 
the pandemic. Now millions of 
people across the UK stand at 
their windows or doorways in 
a moving tribute to the nation’s 
health and care workers.

Little did the WHO (World 
Health Organisation) know when 
they decided to make 2020 the 
Year of the Nurse and Midwife. 
This decision was based on the 
200th anniversary of Florence 
Nightingale’s birth on 12th May 
1820. But with the arrival of the 
coronavirus, it is a remarkably apt 
year to celebrate all that nurses 
do for us.

As the ICN (International 
Council of Nurses) says: “All 
around the world, nurses are 
working tirelessly to provide the 
care and attention people need, 
whenever and wherever they 
need it. Nurses are central to the 
delivery of health care; nurses are 
making an invaluable contribution 
to the health of people globally.” 

Nursing as a vocation goes 
back to the Early Church. 
When plague struck the Roman 
world in the third century, it 
was Christians who tended the 
sick and dying, often at great 
personal cost. Their self-sacrifice 
made a huge impression on 
Roman society.  Centuries later, 
in medieval Europe, it was the 
monastic orders that provided 
health care. Still centuries later, 
during the Crimean War (1853-
56) Florence Nightingale saved 

thousands of lives when she 
transformed the field hospitals, 
hugely improving the standards 
of care for wounded and dying 
soldiers.

In fact, Florence Nightingale 
deserves the credit for establishing 
the modern profession of nursing 
and its structures of training. 
Although of course medical 
science has advanced since her 
time, the basic ethos of nursing 
care remains today close to 
Nightingale’s vision.

Nursing is frequently described 
as a vocation, and it is one to 
which many Christians are called. 
Nightingale wrote of being 
‘called’ by God, after having had 
a vivid religious conversion as a 
teenager.  Writing in February 
1837, she stated: “God has 
spoken to me and called me to 
His Service.”  Four years before 
going to Crimea, she studied at 
a Lutheran religious community 
in Germany which trained 
deaconesses in medical skills, 
nursing, and theology.  Many of the 
ideas that Nightingale adopted 
for her nurses came from that 
religious community.  

Thus, Nightingale’s 
training programme was 
not solely devoted to 
secular medical sciences. Her 
student nurses were required 
to attend chapel, and her 
nurses read prayers on 
the wards.

Nightingale wrote 
many letters of spiritual 
encouragement to 
her students. To one, 
she wrote that Christ 
considered it an 
“honour to serve 
the poorest and the 
meanest… He will not 
give His crown except 

to those who have borne His 
cross… Enduring hardship is what 
He encourages and rewards.”

The Bishop of London, the Rt 
Revd Sarah Mullally trained and 
worked as a nurse before being 
appointed to senior positions 
in the Health Service. She was 
Chief Nursing Officer for England 
between 1999 to 2004.

She says: “I became a Christian 
as a teenager and wanted to 
follow Christ with my whole life.  
Rather than having two careers, I 
have had one vocation: to follow 
Jesus Christ, to know Him, and 
to make Him known.”  

Certainly, of all the professions, 
nursing has one of the strongest 
claims to being rooted in 
the Gospel. Christian nurses 
implicitly witness to Christ in 
caring for others.

John Clarke

Year of the Nurse  

Adapted from an article in Parish Pump
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Nature Notes for May
Loyal readers will recall that last 
month I reported on the arrival 
of the yellow rubber duck (Flexilis 
communi anatem) in the waterlogged 
Dell in St Wilfrid’s Churchyard, and 
further that three ducks had taken 
up residence at Chez Nous.

Since then we have managed to 
rehouse one duck, whilst a second 
has taken flight to re-join her 
brothers and sisters at Fairburn 
Ings. The remaining flexilis – now 
named ‘Ducky’ – has adapted to 
staying with us like, well, a duck to 
water.

Helping with the washing up? 
No problem! Shopping at a socially 
acceptable distance in Sainsburys? 
Easy! Gardening with Mrs Clarke? 
Yes of course!

One major advantage of owning 
a rubber duck is the fellowship that 
they offer. I’ve found that explaining 
some tricky problem or another to 
Ducky – plaster skimming a wall 
for example – usually makes the 
task much easier. At some point 
you will tell the duck what you are 
doing next and then realise that 
that is not in fact what you need 
to do. Ducky will sit there smiling 
serenely, happy in the knowledge 
that it has helped you on your way. 
(Note: at a pinch Mrs Clarke can 
substitute for Ducky; however 
usually at the cost of me having to 
make the tea…)

The pictures show Ducky helping 
out. The house is full of her joyful 
honking sounds! Now how do we 
get our children Tom & Katy to be 
as cooperative? Now that would be 
something to write about

John Clarke
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In the February edition of Connected I wrote an article about how easily misunderstandings may occur with 
misplaced grammar. This caused an email of appreciation to flood in, so with the help of the tinterweb I 
pass on the following to all those who work in education in the parish. These are actual genuine real notes, 
probably, from parents excusing their children from missing school.

I have included the original spellings as appropriate...

My son is under a doctor’s care and should not 
take P.E. today. Please execute him.

Dear School: Please ekscuse John being absent 
on Jan. 28th, 29th, 30h, 31st, 32nd, and also 33rd.

Please excuse Roland from P.E. for a few days. 
Yesterday he fell out of a tree and misplaced 
his hip.

John has been absent because he had two teeth 
taken out of his face.

Carlos was absent yesterday because he was playing 
football. He was hurt in the growing part.

Megan could not come to school today because 
she has been bothered by very close veins.

Chris will not be in school cus he has an 
acre in his side.

Please excuse Ray Friday from school. He 
has very loose vowels.

Please excuse Tommy for being absent 
yesterday. He had diarea dyarhia diarreah 
diarrhea the runs and his boots leak.

Irving was absent yesterday because he 
missed his bust.

Please excuse Jimmy for being. It was his  
father’s fault.

I kept Billie home because she had to go 
Christmas shopping because I don’t know 
what size she wear.

Sally won’t be in school a week from Friday. 
We have to attend her funeral.

Please excuse Jason for being absent yesterday. 
He had a cold and could not breed well.

Please excuse Janet for not being in school 
yesterday. Her  father is gone and I could not get 
her ready because I was in bed with the doctor 

Please excuse Jennifer for missing school 
yesterday. We forgot to get the Sunday paper 
off the porch, an when we found it Monday, we 
thought it was Sunday.

Please excuse Lisa for being absent. She was sick 
and I had her shot.

Parental Excuses
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When the things of the world seem so dark and so grim
When disease and despondency call,
Rejoice in the Lord and the nearness of Him -
May our kindness be witnessed by all!

When the pillars of life seem to crumble and creak
When our walls seem to tumble and fall.
In prayer and petitions our Father we seek –
May our kindness be witnessed by all!

The tempest may rage, but His wondrous peace
Stills the storms that may rage in our soul
In our hearts and our minds shall the turmoils cease
And our kindness is witnessed by all!

Nigel Beeton

When TV presenter and 
celebrity Carolyn Flack took her 
life in February 2020 the world 
was shocked and saddened. 
How could someone so young, 
beautiful and successful do such a 
thing? It seems that the pressure 
of an impending court case, the 
vitriol she received online, and 
her own inner pain had become 
too much for her.

Shortly before she died, she 
posted, ‘In a world where you 
can be anything, be kind.’

These simple words are a 
call to our society to become 
more caring and careful in the 
way we treat each other. There 
is too much unkindness about, 
especially on social media where 
unkind words are so common 

and can be so destructive.
Kindness can be defined as 

the quality of being friendly, 
generous and considerate. It is 
shown through our words and by 
our actions, an everyday sort of 
quality that is not spectacular but 

which when we encounter it can 
lift our spirits.

It is above all a Christian virtue 
that ought to be demonstrated in 
great measure within Christian 

communities. It is a fruit of the 
Spirit, an attitude that is formed 
within us when the Holy Spirit is at 
work in our lives (Galatians 5:22). 
It is an aspect of love for love is 
patient, love is kind (1Corinthians 
13:4). Yet sadly, the Church is 
often no different from the world. 
Congregations can sometimes be 
anything but friendly, generous 
and considerate.

Why not try a little kindness 
this week? Do something 
spontaneously to help another 
person. Reach out in friendship 
to someone who seems lonely, if 
only by phone! Speak some kind 
words to those around you. You 
will feel better yourself, and you 
will be making the world a better 
place.

Try a Little Kindness

May Our Kindness Be Witnessed By All

“In a world 
where you can 
be anything, be 
kind.
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St Wilfrid’s Parish Notices
Support during the Coronavirus Outbreak

The Parish Volunteer Team was established to support vulnerable people in the Parish during the 
Coronavirus Outbreak. Currently around 80 people are being supported by phone in Brayton, 
Thorpe Willoughby, Burn, Barlow and South-west Selby. There are also 23 volunteers willing to 
collect prescriptions and bits of shopping. If you need this help please contact as above. Our more 
recent requests have come direct from AVS, Social Services and Beechtree Surgery.  
We have some volunteers with capacity to help others, so if you, or someone you know, find 
yourself isolated at home and would like someone to chat with, or if you need help with shopping 
or prescriptions, why not give us a call?

For Brayton, Thorpe, Barlow, Burn and Southwest Selby, email Revd. Pete Watson on rector@
stwilfridsparish.com  or call 01757 704 707

Also for Thorpe, email Revd. Christine Gillespie using gillespiec39@gmail.com  
or call 01977 682 695

There is more information on the Parish website: www.stwilfridsparish.com and Facebook page: 
facebook.com/StWilfridsBrayton. We are also running a series of YouTube based live stream 
services and video uploads for children and families. Please see the Services page ??? for dates and 
times during May.

Volunteers

Revd. Pete wrote recently to thank all volunteers: “On behalf of Revds Christine Gillespie, Hannah 
and Rob Suekarran and myself… THANK YOU! You are doing the most amazing job during these 
challenging times to support others in our community! Whether you’re one of our regular church 
members or not, we are so grateful for all you are doing to live out the Kingdom of God, above all 
his love, compassion and generosity, in our community! THANK YOU, you really are incredible!
To the small coordinating team: Pat Jarvis, Jan Tetley, Carol Sowden, Cathy Rodgers and Hannah 
Suekarran, an especially huge thank you! You are AWESOME!”

Distribution of Connected

Again we are only able to print, collate and deliver lower numbers of the paper form of Connected 
this month.

Finances

Thank you very much to all those who have responded to Revd Pete’s email/letter about regular 
giving. We are very pleased that several people have now set up standing orders and others have 
sent cheques or made direct contact. Of course we recognise that some people will have lost much 
or all of their income and they may need to reduce or even take a break from their church giving at 
this time.
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Online Services in St Wilfrid’s Parish

Sunday 3rd

10:30am Morning Prayer with Revds Hannah and Rob
Wednesday 6th

12noon Pete in Touch with Revd Pete
Sunday 10th

10:30am Family Communion with Revds Hannah and Rob
Wednesday 13th

12noon Pete in Touch with Revd Pete
Sunday 17th

10:30am Celtic Communion with Revd Pete
Wednesday 20th

12noon Pete in Touch with Revd Pete
Sunday 24th

10:30am Holy Communion with Revd Pete
Wednesday 27th

12noon Pete in Touch with Revd Pete
Sunday 31st

10:30am Holy Communion with Revds Hannah and Rob

Whilst St Francis and St Wilfrid’s are closed 
for services we have endeavoured to keep 
in touch with the Parish via a series of 
YouTube videos of Services, and ‘Pete in 
Touch’ programmes for families & children. 
With the covid-19 lock-down expected to 
continue throughout May the planned list of 
Services is presented below.

Up-to-date information on the on-line 
services and resources may be found on 
the St Wilfrid’s & St Francis A Church Near 
You websites, or on the Parish Website 
www.StWilfridsParish.com. Alternatively 
use Google or similar to search for Brayton 
Parish Selby. 
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Years ago our telephone number was one digit different 
from a Selby taxi firm, leading to calls at 3am for ‘lifts to the 
airport’ and the like. Although it is annoying there are worse 
things than getting a call at 3am when it turns out to be a 
‘wrong number’ - like when it is the ‘right number’.  John

Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett 5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk (01405 869701)

Methodist Clergy

We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:
16thApril
Rosemary (Rose) Hodgson (85) at York Crematorium

Funerals

We offer our congratulations and love to:
15th March
Arthur Littlewood 

Baptisms

The Church floodlights were illuminated on: 
8th April
In Loving Birthday Memories of Ray Stevenson
25th April
In Loving Birthday Memories of May Parry
26th April
In Loving Memory of George Carter

Floodlights

From the Parish Registers
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Part-time Assistant Curate
Revd. Hannah Suekarran hannahsuekarran@gmail.com  (07538 813079)
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran rpsuekarran@gmail.com  (07901 359208)
Reader
Jackie Jackman porgles.pogs@icloud.com  (01757 706475)
Church Wardens
Claire Nutt churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com  (01757 712206)
Iain Nutt churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com  (07544 510390)

Ministry Team
Mel Allan  (01757 706068)
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Sue Beevers  (01757 229515)
Pat Griffiths  (01757 705793)
Joan Howden  (01757 700942)
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Claire Nutt (01757 712206)
Carol Sowden (01757 703590)
Gordon Tute  (01757 707123)
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Officers 
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze  (01757 701911)
 ruthie5611@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jill Clarke  (01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer 
Margaret Seager (07840 817005)
Junior Church 
Martha Harrold  (01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club 
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative 
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Craft Group 
Linda Crackles  (01757 704944) 
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Book Club 
Rosalind Wilson  

Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley (01757 707987) 
tetleyjan@gmail.com 
Acting Treasurer
Joy Piper (01757 292531) 
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft  (01757 707380)

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinators
Shirley Croft (01757 707380)
Fiona Richards

Clergy. Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place and Roy Shaw have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman (01757 706475)  porgles.pogs@icloud.com

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers






