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Pastoral Letter
Robert writes

My Dear Friends

Without doubt we are living through a period in history, both na-
tionally and globally, that has not been equalled in scale or effect
since the Second World War.

As with all such events, great and small, so many people have
identified needs, recognised the abilities and resources they have
at their disposal and simply got on with the job at hand. Many of
those people were already part of the official social care
structures such as doctors, nurses, social workers, support work-
ers in hospitals and local surgeries and clinics.

As a nation we have, perhaps, been forced to shift our outlook
from a self-centred sense of entitlement which took the dedica-
tion and hard work of others for granted, to a realisation of the
level of self-sacrifice and personal risk that others give on our
behalf. Such individuals have done this for years and their re-
ward has often been criticism, ingratitude and, sometimes, abuse
both physical and verbal.

Showing our appreciation for their efforts on Thursday evenings
at 8:00 by standing in the street, clapping and cheering is one
overt way of showing our support. A less spectacular way, yet
arguably the better way, is to keep ourselves and our families
safe by following the national guidelines about staying at home as
much as possible, washing hands and keeping social distancing
rules. These might be viewed by most as small sacrifices indeed,
but those who live on their own and have had every form of
socialising taken from them, and parents confined

Pastoral Letter
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with children in tower block flats with no access to gardens and
parklands may well disagree.

There are two stories, or parables that have regularly come to my
mind over the past few weeks. The first and most often recurring
is that of the Good Samaritan. Perhaps now we can understand
better the thought processes of those who passed the victim of
violent robbery lying in the road? Perhaps now we can appreciate
more greatly the risks that the Samaritan took when he rescued
the beaten, bruised and blooded penniless man from certain
death? How many of us would have thought a few weeks ago that
we would be thanking people for crossing the road as we
approach rather than taking offence?

The second has been the old American Indian proverb of not
judging someone unless you have walked in their moccasins. In
other words, recognise and appreciate the situation others are in
before condemning them.

Yes, we live in strange and difficult times, but the best we can be
is emerging as a result, and those who practice disrespect
towards others are being openly challenged and guided towards
better behaviour in ways not seen for a long time.

One day, the coronavirus pandemic will abate to minimal levels
and we all will be able to resume our social and working lives
once more. There will be many differences in those lives, and I
hope that one of them will be a sharp decline in the isolationist,
self-centred attitudes of the recent past and a resurgence of true
community spirit. I hope that social clubs, local pubs, cafes and
independent businesses and, yes, church congregations will
begin to flourish as we all appreciate what truly wondrous things
we have and are able to share with others.

Blessings to you all.

Robert Poole
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Marking Time,
by Revd Susan

Our reader, Robert, has written the letter for this magazine, but I
wanted to share some thoughts as well, in what might be a slightly
thin edition of the 3in1!
Since lockdown, one of the things that has changed for me, and
probably for a lot of others, since we have been staying and work-
ing at home is how much we rely on our diaries and our watches!
There are a lot of jokes circulating about the way in which we are
losing track of time – is it Wednesday or Thursday? What exactly is
a ‘Bank Holiday’? Has April been extended indefinitely?
It’s a reminder perhaps of what life would have been like in the days
before ordinary people wore watches or had diaries; when the high
spots of the Church Year – the literal ‘Red Letter days’ marked in
red on the calendar - would have been all the more important as
landmarks in our lives. This month has several, including one for
one of my favourites, on May 8th.

Julian of Norwich, a wise and holy woman from the 14th century,
should perhaps be regarded as the Patron Saint of Lockdown! She
wrote the first known book in English written by a woman, called
‘Revelations of Divine Love’. Like us at the moment, she was an
expert in ‘staying at home’. She was an Anchorite, which meant that
she took a solemn vow never to leave her little cell attached to St
Julian’s Church in Norwich.
Her book is memorable for its gentle cheerfulness and calm trust in
the goodness of God, even though she also lived in the time of a
pandemic - the Black Death was rife and had hit Norwich particular-
ly badly.
Probably her most famous words are these, in which she sees a
vision of the whole of creation, held in safety by God’s love:
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“And in this Our Lord showed me a little thing, the size of a hazel
nut, lying in the palm of my hand. And I thought, ‘What may this be?’
The answer came, ‘It is everything that is made.’ I marvelled how it
might last, for I thought it might suddenly have fallen to noth- ing, it
was so small. And I was answered in my understanding: ‘It lasts and
ever shall, for God loves it. And so have all things their beginning by
the love of God.’ In this little thing I saw three proper- ties. The first
is that God made it. The second that God loves it. And the third, that
God keeps it.”
God made us, and loves us, and keeps us – and our world. May we
know that in our time as clearly, and joyfully, as Julian did in hers.

Julian of Norwich’s day, on 8th, is also the Bank Holiday for the 75th

anniversary of VE Day. There are some excellent ideas for cele-
brating VE Day, while still maintaining physical distancing. We are
encouraged to decorate our houses and gardens, with red, white
and blue. Perhaps to sit out in our front gardens to share our cele-
brations with neighbours, without gathering together!
We have other Red-letter days in May, such as Ascension on
Thursday 21st and Pentecost (which I knew as Whitsun, when I was
growing up) on 31st.
Just a few words about worship in lockdown: You’ll know that the
churches are locked, weddings are cancelled, funerals are different
(huge thanks to Robert for his continuing funeral ministry), and we
don’t know when these restrictions will end. However, we are still
worshipping together, via Facebook, and perhaps Zoom. At the
moment, if you visit the Greenway Churches Facebook page, you
will find videos of livestream and recorded worship, which you might
find helpful.
Church page:
https://www.facebook.com/greenwaychurches/

As I mentioned last month, our BSWB website has now closed, and
you are encouraged to look at our pages on A Church Near You,
where there is all sorts of useful information and details of worship.
There are four pages on A Church Near You, one for each church
and a benefice page:
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St Paul's
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14188/
Holy Trinity
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14187/
St Mary's
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14176/
Benefice
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14187/benefice/

This is where we have started to post the 3in1 magazines online,
while we can’t deliver them, and we will continue to post them on-
line afterwards.
When lockdown ends (and I would really like a date for that!) we
won’t return to normal. It will be a new normal. Together we will
work out how to live life in this new world.
I pray that the amazing community spirit will continue! We have
many fantastic heroes in our villages. People co-ordinating commu-
nity help groups, Facebook pages, WhatsApp groups, volunteers
shopping and collecting medication, bears, rainbows and Easter
eggs on display, cooked meals delivered to the front door by
Wendy, the shop staying open… and so much more. Sorry if I’ve
missed anything out, but I am bowled over by the kindness we are
seeing. Robert mentioned in his letter the story of the Good Samar-
itan. They are everywhere. The film makers got it wrong; when a
pandemic breaks out, the world doesn’t descend into a state of vio-
lence and crime, it blossoms into a flourishing community of love
and care.
Finally, if you need help and can’t find out who might be available,
please call me on 01242 321806 and I will put you in touch with
someone who can help.
Thank you all for doing your bit. Whether you are staying at home
or out working. Thank you. With love and blessings,

Useful Facebook groups: Shurdington Community Mutual
Support
Witcombe, Gloucestershire
Useful WhatsApp group: Badgeworth Village
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Benefice Special Notice

A Benefice Special Notice – updated April 2020
The Pastoral Care Team have discussed the current situation
and would like to make it clear that all church members and the
wider community are being remembered in our thoughts and
prayers at this difficult time.
The Benefice is following Church of England current advice re-
garding suspension of services and will be updating our practices
in the light of new advice as and when it is published.
Sadly, funeral arrangements are also needing to be adapted
to comply with the national restrictions. Please see the mes-
sage from our funeral minister, Robert Poole on a separate
page.
Activities during the week are also suspended at the present
time.
In the meanwhile the Pastoral Care Team would like to make it
clear that, should there be a need for personal prayer or simply a
need for a quick chat to a friendly voice if you live alone or are
self-isolating, then you can contact one of us on the numbers be-
low.
You may wish to include the following in your daily prayer times:
Father God we pray for all affected by all kinds of sickness
and especially the current virus. We pray for those who are
ill, those who are self-isolating, those who are caring for and
nursing patients, those who are scared, those whose lives,
livelihoods and schooling are disrupted and those who are
working on a vaccine. May we be always mindful of their
needs and seek out ways to fulfil them. Amen.
The Pastoral Care Team Contact Nos
Revd Susan Cooke 01242 321806 Mr Robert Poole
01452 855660 Mrs Clare Stewart 01242 862598
Mrs Sue Padfield 01452 862509 Mrs Chris Nation 01242
521280 Mrs Mary Tombs 01452 713200
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CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT GROUP
Witcombe with Bentham

Many of us are under isolation but this is to let you know that if
you are isolated and/or unwell we will help if we can:

Please contact Sue 01452 862509 )Churchwardens Lynne
01452 864523) or Phil Quarry Pillcroft Rd/Cl area:
555323/07913733189/phillip1@gmail.comquarry
Liz Matthews Astridge Rd area 863895/07522620520
mail@thehealthandsafetyconsultancy.co.uk
Janine Taylor Birdlip Hill 864323/07800886935
janinetaylor@rocketmail.com
Ellen Pointon  Green Lane/Main Road 864689
Christine Jeffs  Bentham La/Dog La. 864887
Helen Makins  Green Lane  864448
Alison & Brian Kelly  Astridge Road 522022
Emma Pillcroft Close 07962105791
Lindsay Willats Pillcroft Road 07590318120

Lizzie & James Caversham
07710672998 07989582111

Debbie Ward nr Village Hall
07984316620

Sue Mason Green Lane 862676/07803429230
Christine & Tony Dyer Dog Lane 862399
Jane Fenton Dog Lane  07852036001 Jill
Jones Sandy Pluck Lane  01242 862611
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Funeral Arrangements during the Corona Virus
Pandemic
A special message from our Funeral Minister, Robert Poole:
As with all parishes across Britain, the Greenway Benefice must follow
national and local guidelines in respect of funerals.
I will now try to cover these as best as I can.
For those whose loved one is nearing their time of death we can offer
prayers with and for them over the phone. Revd Susan and Revd Ian
Gobey, though self-isolating, have offered to be the initial points of con-
tact for this.
They can be contacted on 01242 321806 and 01242 863977 respective-
ly.
In terms of funeral services, we can offer either a Crematorium Service
or, in the case of burial, a graveside service in one of our churchyards.
Burial, as always, is subject to certain criteria.
Crematoriums
At Cheltenham Crematorium, currently only the minister is permitted to
attend.
At Gloucester Crematorium, a maximum of five immediate family
mourners is permitted to attend a funeral service.
In the unlikely event of funerals being at the Westerleigh Crematorium
in the Forest of Dean, or in North Bristol, up to ten family members are
permitted to attend.
In all events we ask mourners to follow the government guidelines when
entering the chapels, and social distancing of 2m/7 ft minimum is
essential. The chapels will be cleaned between services. For any mourn-
ers that can’t attend the funeral, a webcast may well be available. Please
speak to your undertaker about this.
Your Funeral Director will have been kept up to date with permitted at-
tendance details in respect of the crematoriums.
Churchyards
Currently we are following a policy of no more than four family mem-
bers being permitted to attend. This may change over time and your Fu-
neral Director will be made aware of our policy when arranging the
funeral.
Non- Attendees
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For those not able to attend there is a Reflection At Home service card
available which can be downloaded from our A Church Near You site.
Post Covid 19 Outbreak
We are not in a position, obviously, to make firm arrangements for pub-
lic services when the restrictions on movement are lifted. That said, we
hope to offer Memorial Services for those buried in our churchyards, and
combined Funeral and Interment of Ashes Services for those who have
been cremated. We also hope to offer Public Services of Remem- brance
in each of our parishes where all those who have died in the past year can
be remembered.
The current situation may well change very quickly. Please check with us
before finalising funeral arrangements.

Robert Poole – Funeral Minister

Thank you for our lovely letters!

The residents of Badgeworth Court Care Centre have been de-
lighted with the response to their appeal for letters and cards to
keep them in contact with the outside world.
Following the launch of the Kindness Project in March, residents
and staff have received cards, letters and even CDs. Thanks to
the friendship of family and friends and the students of Pate’s
Grammar School and Gloucestershire College, our 59 residents
have enjoyed afternoons reading letters, sharing cards, and lis-
tening to music performed and recorded especially for them by a
Pate’s student.

Besides hoping that more letters, cards and pictures will come,
the residents would really like to reply, and so they ask that all
communications come with a reply address!
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Anna Satora, the Acting General Manager of Badgeworth Court
Care Centre, said: “It is so important for our residents to have
contact with all ages, and the letters, cards and pictures we are
receiving really light up their day, and give them something to
share with staff and family members when talking on Skype.”
Please address all letters, cards and pictures to:
The Kindness Project, Badgeworth Court Care Centre, Badg-
eworth, Glos GL51 4UL.

Enjoying the Spring sunshine.

As well as communicating by Skype with family and friends dur-
ing lockdown, the residents of Badgeworth Court Care Centre are
enjoying the Spring sunshine in their lovely gardens filled with
Spring blossoms. The Activities team at this Barchester home in
Badgeworth are ensuring that as many of the fifty-nine residents
as possible enjoy spending time on activities outdoors, including
poetry, gardening and Easter church services, all led by one of
the Activities team, or just taking daily exercise in the Spring sun-
shine. The Easter Praise service was beautiful in the garden, with
the sun shining and birds singing.
A new addition outdoors is the vegetable garden, which includes
two lovely raised beds made by the Men in Sheds group, based at
Dundry Nurseries. The kitchen team are looking forward to having
a home grown supply of vegetables!
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THANK YOU!
A huge and heartfelt thank you to Jill Sanders and Lydia Roch-
Berry and the Sue Ryder sewing group for making 140 scrubs
bags for the staff at Badgeworth Court Care Centre, 50 for the
Paediatric team at Gloucester Royal, and for contributing to the
huge number of bags needed for the NHS staff at Cheltenham
General. Thank you also to all those in Badgeworth for having a
clear out of laundry cupboards to find bedding to be used as fabric
for the bags.
NHS staff and Care teams are using theses bags to carry uniform
safely home from work for washing. It has also given staff a great
boost to know that people are making something special just for
them.
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( Useful Phone Numbers: (

Useful Phone Numbers

Furniture Recycling Warehouse  01452 331333

Removal of Bulky Waste 01684 295010

Glos Highways 0800 0 514 514

Faulty Streetlights 0800 0 514 514

Police (non-emergency) 101

Fire/Police/Ambulance
(emergency only)

999

NHS ‘Out of Hours. 08454 220220

CARE direct 0800 444000

Electricity Power Loss 0800 328 1111

Water Services &
Emergencies

0800 783 4444

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999

Emmaus* 01452 413095

*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.
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SHURDINGTON CHURCH & VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Churchwardens Mrs Clare Stewart (01242) 862598

Mr Mike Cass (01242) 861139
PCC Secretary Mrs Lisa Pearson (01242) 862538
PCC Treasurer Mr Mark King (01242) 862505
Gift Aid Officer Mrs Joan Puffett (01242) 862647
Sacristan Mr Andrew Spence (01242) 862101
Church Flowers  Mrs Helen King (01242) 862505
Sunday School Staff Mr Kevin Stubbs (01242) 577123
Electoral Roll Officer  Mrs Lisa Pearson (01242) 862538
Mothers’ Union Mrs Kate Thompson (01242) 862467
Church Hall Lettings  Mrs Julie Miller (01242) 701127
Verger   Mr Michael Cass (01242) 861139
Friends of St Paul’s     Mrs Clare Stewart (01242) 862598
Parish Council Clerk   Lizzie Abderraahim (07906) 960984
Shurdington Pre School Tess Engelbrecht (07867) 813627
Gardening Society Mr. G. Woodruffe (07792) 269353
Scouts Group Mr Paul Calleja-Gera (07770) 48027
Shurdington Sports Club Mr J Barnfield (01242) 862826
Social Centre Lettings Mr Paul Calleja-Gera (07770) 480272
Friendship Club Mrs Maureen West (01242) 863991
Childrens’ Society Mrs Helen King (01242) 862505

IIn time of illness if you would like a visit and / or to be remembered in
prayer
please contact Clare Stewart (01242) 862598,

Sue Padfield (01452) 862509.

Three in One Magazine
Editor John Cummins (01242) 862518

(e-mail address: editor3in1@gmail.com

Shurdington Organisations
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Badgeworth OrganisationsWitcombe & Bentham Organisations

WITCOMBE & BENTHAM CHURCH & VILLAGE
ORGANISATIONS

Churchwardens Mrs Sue Padfield (01452) 862509
Mrs Lynne Cooper (01452) 864523

PCC Secretary Mrs Sue Padfield (01452) 862509
PCC Treasurer/Gift Aid Officer Mr Jon Frewin (01452) 862583
Verger Mr Andrew Martin
Captain of Bells
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lynne Cooper (01452) 864523
Magazine Coordinator Mrs Sue Padfield (01452) 862509
Village Hall Enquiries  Custodian (07518) 137635
W & B Village News Mrs Caroline Hope (01452) 862512

Witcombe Social Fundraisers Mrs Christine Dyer (01452) 862399
Witcombe Under 5s Kyla Hill thevictoria@btinternet.com

BADGEWORTH CHURCH & VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Churchwardens Mr Paul Stanfield (01242) 512926

PCC Secretary Mrs Anna Stanfield (01242) 512926
PCC Treasurer  Mr Malcolm Brown (01452) 714639
Gift Aid Officer  Mr Roger Brown (01242) 239179
Sacristan  Mrs Sue Avery (01242) 520388
Verger  Mrs Rachel Cottell (01452) 715034
Captain of Bells Mr David Turner (01452) 712302
Electoral Roll Officer Mr Roger Brown (01242) 239179
Fabric Officer Mr Ray Frewing (01452) 855661
Parish Council Clerk Mrs H.L. Jones 07840073143
Village Hall  Mrs Rachel Cottell (01452) 715034
Friends of Church Mrs Beverly Pickering (01452) 712907
Badgeworth WI Mrs Sylvia Dodimead (01452) 713981
Church Flowers  Mrs Diana Brown (01242) 239179
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH.
There is a very poignant epitaph on a gravestone in the

churchyard
TO THE MEMORY OF JOHN THEYER.

WHO DEPARTED HIS LIFE

ON THE 2ND DAY OF JUNE 1817
AGED 40 YEARS

A SUDDEN CHANGE IN A MOMENT FELL
I HAD NO TIME TO TO BID MY FRIENDS FAREWELL

THEN TO NOTHING STRANGE WHICH MAY HAPPEN UNTO
ALL

MY LOVE TODAY TOMORROW THEN MAY FALL
ADIEU DEAR WIFE REFRAIN FOR ME TO WEEP
BUT LOVE MY CHILDREN DEAR FOR MY SAKE.

This gravestone was discovered when mowing near the east
window of St. Margaret chapel; it was buried face down and grass
growing over it.
We found 19 other grave stones some very badly eroded but a few,
like this one in excellent condition.
Why were these gravestones up rooted and laid flat with no record
of their original position? We think it occurred in about 1948.
Ray Frewing
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Coronavirus: Present & Future
We are living in very different times. Further, it seems unlikely that
we will return to exactly how life was at the start of this year. What
differences are we seeing? Is it time to start thinking and talking
about how we would like things to be different in 2021?

Living in Shurdington, I notice the large reduction in traffic. This is
a joy when cycling and I appreciate the quietness and the cleaner
air. I notice an increase in community spirit and mutual support.
The Thursday at 8pm clapping for NHS and other care workers
sees all our neighbours participating.

We speak amongst ourselves. Several have remarked that we
should keep meeting communally when the current crisis passes.
I see many reporting that their needs for shopping etc are being
met by neighbours.

Someone remarked to me that those of us with gardens are the
‘haves’ at this time. I am doubly blessed since I also have an
allotment. Fresh air and exercise, and the joy of watching plants
grow and flower.

I notice the changes in local businesses. Some closed, some open
for part of the day, some adapting their business models and
some, perhaps, largely unaffected. A few are busier than ever, a
boom time for them. (Look through the advertising section
and assess how each might be affected.) One trusts and prays
that the various support programmes for businesses and the self-
employed reach those who need them on a timely basis.

I have appreciated queueing at a garden centre and a supermar-
ket. There is time to ponder the views of hills and trees, of God’s
creation. There is less rush, less hustle and bustle.

I spoke with someone that I am collaborating with. He is working
from home, a new experience for him, as is his wife. Both have
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jobs with high levels of responsibility. They have three children.
So, my friend is balancing supporting his wife and participating in
home school with his work commitments. Not easy.

So, is it time to open the conversations on what we would like the
future to be like? One consideration of mine is to maintain doing
some meetings online when physical meetings become possible.
I, together with others involved, will need to find an appropriate
balance between physical and online meetings.

I would love to see a renewed drive to accelerate the switch to
electric vehicles, reducing noise, pollution and carbon emissions.
(Forgive the puns!) If the virus is an invisible danger, then so too
is climate change. The effects of the virus are all too evident
which contrasts with climate change where the effects are no less
significant but not so immediately apparent. If science is driving
the response to the virus, then likewise it should drive the
response to the climate ‘emergency’ – if that term can be used
with sensitivity at this time. What will our response be? Switch to a
renewable energy supplier? Make sure that the next car we buy is
electric? Install photovoltaic panels? Plant more trees? Reduce
the amount of travel? Tick the carbon offset option and pay the
increased fee? Write to our MP urging more rapid investment in
electrification of the railway network, both nationally and
throughout our county? Ask for a wind farm to be built locally? (I
find wind farms to be elegant infrastructure and a pleasure to my
eye; I am aware that others take a different view.)
Much to ponder, and perhaps discuss with the neighbours! To be
continued at some point.

Coronavirus: Global
Globally, I see a divide between well resourced countries such as
our own and many others. We, as a country, are able to adapt
dramatically, quickly and provide due support to those directly
affected. Other countries are far less able to do so.
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What follows can be regarded as the bad news followed by the
good. It is based on a webinar (i.e. an online seminar) on “Coro-
navirus and the majority world.”
The Indian speaker noted that social distancing was impossible in
many parts of his country. Many would be unable to wash their
hands regularly at home.
Globally, more people have a mobile phone (approx. 5 billion)
than can wash their hands at home (estimated as 4.8 billion). Al-
so, the health system was, in general, very good in parts and
weak elsewhere.
The Kenyan presenter noted that many day labourers in her
country no longer had any work, creating the risk of their families
going hungry. The most pressing risk in such communities is star-
vation, not Covid-19. The government cannot afford to provide
social welfare for all. Perhaps it lacks the infrastructure to do so.
She concluded that the lockdown was protecting the middle and
upper classes at the expense of the poor.

So how are local churches responding? By following the biblical
mandate and example of Jesus to care for the poor and
marginalised.

Numerous churches and Christian charities are getting involved.
In one country, explicitly Christian groups have been authorised
by the government to participate with this instruction overriding the
normal official hostility to anything Christian. God is moving in
mysterious ways.

Christian Aid week occurs in May. This year it is the 10th to the
16th. Inevitably, it will be conducted somewhat differently. See
www.christianaid.org.uk for details, including online giving. Tap
Twining is a new initiative, see www.toilettwinning.org/tap-twin-
ning/. Ian Davies
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Shurdington Scouts have been meeting every Friday via the
internet and have completed the Digital Citizen (Computers)
Badge, The International badge ( they talked to Scouts in Malta) ,
Aeronautics Badge and will be doing the Naturalist badge, the
Meteorologist badge and others.
As part of the Digital Citizen badge they had to take a photo and
download it. Also send an e-mail with an attachment so we gave
them the task of taking “Spring” photos and painting Easter eggs.
So here are some of their photos. Your Editor
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VE Day 75th Anniversary Celebrations
SHURDINGTON STAY AT HOME STREET

PARTY!
Friday 8th May 2020

Decorate your house, enjoy a picnic from 3pm to 5pm
Commemorate the end of WW2 with your neighbours!

·  FANCY DRESS – Share your photos on Shurdington
Community Facebook Page.

·  Competition for the best dressed windows/gardens,
FREE template & bunting pack available from Beauty &

the Teacup from 1st May.

·  FREE Ration Bags – call or message Beauty & the Tea-

cup to order your child’s bag (under 16s) by Weds 6th

May. Bags will be delivered Fri 8th May am.

·  VE Day Commemoration short service on Facebook live
at 2pm https://facebook.com/greenwaychurches/

·  Quiz — see the Shurdington Community Facebook page
for details.


