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A CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm118:1,14-16,24,28-29 
 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good; his love endures forever…  
The Lord is my strength and my 
defence; he has become my 
salvation.  Shouts of joy and victory 
resound in the tents of the 
righteous: “The Lord’s right hand 
has done mighty things!  The Lord’s 
right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s 
right hand has done mighty things!” 
...  The Lord has done it this very 
day; let us rejoice today and be 
glad… You are my God, and I will 
praise you; you are my God, and I 
will exalt you. Give thanks to the 
Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever. 
 
COME THOU HOLY SPIRIT COME 
12th Century hymn translated by Edward Caswell 

Click here to sing with musical accompaniment  

Come, Thou Holy Spirit, come! 
And from Thy celestial home 
Shed a ray of light divine! 
Come, Thou Father of the poor! 
Come, Thou Source of all our store! 
Come, within our bosoms shine! 
 

Thou, of comforters the best; 
Thou, the soul’s most welcome Guest; 
Sweet refreshment here below; 
In our labour, rest most sweet; 
Grateful coolness in the heat; 
Solace in the midst of woe. 

O most blessèd Light divine, 
Shine within these hearts of Thine, 
And our inmost being fill! 
Where Thou art not, man hath naught, 
Nothing good in deed or thought, 
Nothing free from taint of ill. 
 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; 
On our dryness pour Thy dew; 
Wash the stains of guilt away; 
Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 
Guide the steps that go astray. 
 

On the faithful, who adore 
And confess Thee, evermore 
In Thy sev’nfold gift descend; 
Give them virtue’s sure reward 
Give them Thy salvation, Lord; 
Give them joys that never end. 
 
COLLECT FOR TODAY ASB 
Almighty God, who on the day of 
Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to 
the disciples with the wind from 
heaven and in tongues of flame, 
filling them with joy and boldness to 
preach the Gospel: send us out in 
the power of the same Spirit to 
witness to your truth and to draw all 
people to the fire of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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CONFESSION Kurt Bjorklund 
Father—the truth about me is that 
 often I choose sin: 
 Sometimes I choose hatred. 
 Sometimes I choose slander. 
 Sometimes I choose envy. 
 Sometimes I choose greed. 
 Sometimes I choose pettiness. 
 Sometimes I choose lust. 
 Sometimes I choose gossip. 
 Sometimes I choose pride. 
 Sometimes I choose self-reliance. 
 Sometimes I choose self-   
  righteousness. 
 Sometimes I choose self-  
  aggrandizement. 
 Sometimes I choose dishonesty. 
 Sometimes I choose unkind words. 
 Sometimes I choose to ignore the 
  obvious needs around me. 
 Sometimes I choose to hoard my 
  resources. 
 Sometimes I choose to neglect 
  Your command to share the  
  gospel. 
The list of things I wrongly choose 
could go on and on.  And sometimes 
I act on these things in ways that are 
darker than I even care to state. 
Each time I make such a choice, I 
choose death (Romans 6:23). 
Today, I ask that You would breathe 
life into my soul afresh and enable 
me to choose life—to choose You 
and Your ways.  Amen. 
 
ABSOLUTION Common Worship 

May the Father forgive us 
by the death of his Son 
and strengthen us 
to live in the power of the Spirit 
all our days.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR UNCERTAIN AND ANXIOUS TIMES 

Rachel Jones 
Dear Father in heaven, 
You are the God of the nations and 
the Lord of history. 
I marvel that you watch and 
 sustain the universe, 
I praise you that you hold our 
 world in the palm of your hand. 
And I thank you that on one 
 momentous day in history, your 
 Son entered our world and shed his 
 blood to bring me peace with you. 
Thank you that your mercy in the past 
 has secured my future. 
Thank you that “all the days 
 ordained for us were written in 
 your book before one of them 
 came to be.” 
 

Thank you that when I belong to you, 
 nothing can snatch me out of your 
 hand. 
Thank you that whatever else 
 happens, when I am in Christ, I 
 can be confident that my future is 
 secure. 
I look forward to standing around 
 your throne and praising your 
 name for eternity. And so I praise 
 your name now. 
 

In view of your mercy in the past and 
my promised future hope, I pray with 
confidence for our country and our 
world. 
Give wisdom to leaders and financiers, 
 and grace to your people: 
Where I am anxious, make me hopeful. 
Where I am uncertain, make me 
 confident. 
Where I am proud, make me humble. 
Where I am unkind, make me gentle. 
Where I am scornful, make me loving. 
Where I am divided from my brothers 
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and sisters in Christ, make us united 
around the gospel of your son. 

And whatever gives Jesus Christ most 
glory, I ask that you would do it. 
In his powerful saving name, Amen. 
 
PRAYING FOR PARLIAMENT & OURSELVES 
The Prime Minister’s lack of sanction 
or critical comment on Dominic 
Cummings’ recent behaviour is 
leaving many angry and feeling ready 
to ignore Government instruction on 
limitations to our freedoms in order 
to control the coronavirus.  What are 
we to do?  The prayer that follows 
was prayed by the Speaker’s Chaplain 
before every sitting of Parliament 
from 1661 up until 1997.  Praying it 
now will help us reflect on how to 
keep living our lives with honesty and 
integrity in a godly way – honouring 
Christ and showing love to our 
neighbour, whilst seeking to uphold 
equitable justice. 
    

Almighty God, by whom alone Kings 
reign, and Princes decree justice; and 
from whom alone cometh all counsel, 
wisdom and understanding; We thine 
unworthy servants, here gathered 
together in thy Name, do most humbly 
beseech thee to send down thy 
heavenly wisdom from above, to direct 
and guide us in all our consultations; 
And grant that, we having thy fear 
always before our eyes, and laying 
aside all private interests, prejudices, 
and partial affections, the result of all 
our counsels may be the glory of thy 
blessed name, the maintenance of 
true religion and justice, the safety, 
honour, and happiness of the Queen, 
the public welfare, peace and 
tranquillity of the realm, and the 

uniting and knitting together of the 
hearts of all persons and estates within 
the same, in true Christian love and 
charity one towards another, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.  
Amen.  
 
FOLLOWING JESUS WITH LIVING FAITH 
Jesus called the crowd and his disciples 
to him. “If any of you want to come with 
me,” he told them, “you must forget 
yourself, carry your cross, and follow me. 
For if you want to save your own life, you 
will lose it; but if you lose your life for me 
and for the gospel, you will save it. 
Mark 8:34-35 GNT 
 

A cross carried simply, and without 
those returns of self-love which 
exaggerate troubles, is no longer a 
cross.  Peaceable suffering in no 
longer suffering.  We complain of 
suffering!  We should have much 
more reason to complain of not 
suffering, since nothing makes us 
more like our Lord than carrying his* 
cross.  Oh, what a beautiful union of 
the soul with our Lord Jesus Christ 
by the love and virtue of His Cross! 
Jean-Marie Vianney 
 

* Vianney’s reflection on suffering is worth 

pondering and praying through.  However, in the 

gospels Jesus calls disciples to carry their own cross 

not his.  We could not carry his cross.  He alone bore 

the sins of the world on his cross.  Our sufferings do 

not contribute to our salvation.  Our sufferings are 

but a faint shadow of his.  They are a characteristic 

of faithful Spirit filled discipleship.   Philip Robertson   

 
BLESSING  

May the Father’s mercy touch us, 
The Son’s peace fill us, 
And the Spirit’s presence stay with us. 
And the blessing of God, Father, Son, 
 and Holy Spirit, unite us 
 and be with us always, Amen. 



Prayer topics for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 
can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 
people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

Blessed be…  the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 ESV 

For the World 

 Zimbabwe – please pray for the Zimbabwean people. The coronavirus lockdown is having a 
devastating impact on the poorest communities who depend on going out to work to provide for their 
families. See Tearfund   https://youtu.be/pQ8UcuU-AEI 

 For the countries seriously affected by the coronavirus and pray for people in poorer countries in 
Latin America and Africa, already suffering from economic hardship, conflict or extreme climate 
conditions. 

 Pray for the families who are grieving;  and pray for the doctors and nurses in every country, who are 
suffering from the trauma of seeing death on such a scale despite their exhausting best efforts. 

For St Jude’s Church 
 Thy Kingdom Come prayer sheet for today reminds us why Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to indwell his 

followers.  “Jesus said ‘Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’  When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ “ (John 20:21-22)  Thank 
Jesus for sending the Holy Spirit to enable you to be a disciple of Jesus’ and grow in a living faith 
sharing the Good News of Jesus and showing the reality of your faith through the kindness you show 
to all you meet, and live with day to day, and hear about.  

 Give thanks for the lives of Church Family members with birthdays in May.  We remember, in 
particular:  Liz Lawrance, Jorja Beddows, Diane Price, and Pradip Sudra.  “The God of all grace, who 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you 
and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.” (1Peter 
5:10-11) 

For our Mission Partners – PCF Romania Project 
Since mid-May Romania has eased lockdown restrictions, people are allowed to move about their local area 
without signed papers but most businesses remain closed. So far there’s been 18000+ cases with around 1200 
Covid deaths. Here’s how you can best pray for the centre at this time… 
 Pray for Irina & Philip at the Vis de Copil day centre as they try to maintain contact with families. Due to 

restrictions there have been very few offers of food donations and it has been difficult to meet with people in 
person as people risk getting fines. 

 Pray as we prepare the day centre to receive people again, numbers will need to be strictly controlled for 
social distancing. From 25th May we will provide take away meals and allow single person use of the washing 
machine.  

 During lockdown a temporary shelter for the homeless was set up; this has now closed & the homeless are 
back on the streets, pray as we try to give food and support to them. 

 Please pray for those in need; and that we can adapt to the necessary Covid restrictions, particularly with the 
current building work going on at the centre. 
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