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Morning Worship for Sunday May 24th 

7th Sunday of Easter, the Sunday after Ascension. 

 

Welcome 

Welcome to Morning Worship for Sunday May 25th.  Lovely to start our 

time together greeting one another but now let’s just take a few 

moments to prepare ourselves for worship.   

 

Let us pause and be still and re-centre our minds upon the presence of 

God in our worship. 

 

Greeting 

Keith: Let the righteous be joyful;  

let them exult before God; let them be jubilant with joy. 

All: Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds —  

his name is the Lord, let us be exultant before him. 

From Psalm 68 

 

Keith: As we join with the thousands across the country and across the 

world who are also worshipping you online, may we see you 

more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you more nearly, 

day by day. 

All:      Praise the Lord. 

Keith: The Lord is with us. 

All:      Let us praise his name together.  Amen. 

 

 

Hymn - Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields in their homes and edited together. 
 

1 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

does his successive journeys run; 
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his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

till moons shall wax and wane no more.  

 

2 People and realms of every tongue 

Dwell on his love with sweetest song, 

And infant voices shall proclaim  

Their early blessings on his name.  

 

3 Blessings abound where’er he reigns: 

the prisoner leaps to lose his chains; 

the weary find eternal rest, 

and all the sons of want are blest.  

 

4 To him shall endless prayer be made, 

and praises throng to crown his head; 

his name like incense shall arise  

with every morning sacrifice.  

 

5 Let every creature rise and bring  

peculiar honours to our King; 

angels descend with songs again, 

and earth repeat the loud Amen.  

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) based on Psalm 72 

 

 

 

Our Confession 

Keith: The Spirit of the Lord fills the world and knows our every word 

and deed. Let us then open ourselves to the Lord and confess 

our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

A moment of silence and stillness to reflect on the past week 
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We confess our sins together saying 

All: Christ Jesus, in the light of your risen presence and in union 

with your first frail apostles, we say sorry: 

 Sorry for not weighing your words, 

 Sorry for not sharing your trials, 

 Sorry for not believing your promises. 

 O loving Christ, hanged on a tree yet risen in the morning, 

scatter the sin from our souls as the mist from the hills. 

Based on a prayer from Iona Abbey  

 

Keith: May the Father forgive each of us by the death of his ascended 

Son and strengthen us to live in the power of the Spirit all our 

days.  Amen. 

 

 

First Reading 

The Ascension of Jesus 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the 

time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not 

for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  When he had said this, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, ‘Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who 

has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.’ 
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Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which 

is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.  When they had 

entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 

staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 

Zealot, and Judas son of James.  All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary 

the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Acts 1:6-14 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God.  

 

We listen while Cate plays for us 

 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, 

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, 

Even so, it is well with my soul. 

 

 

Second Reading 

Reader: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 

‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 

you,  since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal 

life to all whom you have given him.  And this is eternal life, that they 

may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent.  I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me 

to do.  So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 

that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 

your word.  Now they know that everything you have given me is from 

you;  for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 

have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 

have believed that you sent me.  I am asking on their behalf; I am not 

asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave 

me, because they are yours.  All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 

and I have been glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the world, 

but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 

them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, 

as we are one. 

John 17:1-11  

Reader: This is the gospel of the Lord.  

All:  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

A reflection from Janet Collins 
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Creed 

Keith: Let us declare our faith in God and in the resurrection of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Keith: Do you believe and trust in God the Father, who made the 

world? 

All: We believe and trust in him. 

 

Keith: Do you believe and trust in his Son, Jesus Christ, who redeemed 

mankind? 

All: We believe and trust in him. 

 

Keith: Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit, who gives life to the 

people of God? 

All: We believe and trust in him. 

 

Keith: This is the faith of the Church. 

All: This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. 

 

Our prayers led by Jenny Mead 

 

… at the end we say together 

All: Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Keith: We join together in The Collect  followed by The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 
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may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father.  

 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom 

come; your will be done; on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  now 

and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

 

Keith: As they were watching, Jesus was lifted up, a cloud taking Him 

out of sight.  ‘This Jesus, who has been taken up into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

 May the presence of the risen and ascended LORD be with us this 

week and may he restore our souls by still, still waters.  

 

Hymn - The Lord’s my shepherd 

 

1 The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want. 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

his goodness restores my soul. 

  

And I will trust in you alone.  

And I will trust in you alone,  

for your endless mercy follows me,  

your goodness will lead me home.  

    

2 He guides my ways in righteousness, 

and he anoints my head with oil, 

and my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on his pure delights. 
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 Refrain  

 

3 And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

for you are with me, and your rod and staff 

are the comfort I need to know.  

 Refrain  

 
Stuart Townend, based on Psalm 23 

© 1996 Thankyou Music/Adm. by worshiptogether.com songs excl. UK & Europe used by permission  

 

 

The Blessing 

Keith: And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father the Son and 

Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 

Keith: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All:  In the name of Christ.  Amen. 


