
St Jude’s Church Prayers – week 8 

4th Sunday after Easter – 10th May 2020 

 

Greetings 

Apologies for the poor layout of the prayer sheet this week! Some of you will have 

heard that last Saturday, whilst trying to cut the grass at the front of church, Phil fell 

and broke his elbow. Not a simple break either; he had to have an operation yesterday 

to have plates and screws fitted. He is home now, but as I write (Thurs 7th May) in a 

lot of pain and very spaced out with painkillers. So it is down to me, Nicky, to try and 

put something together for us all.  

 

Thankfully one or two people have sent in contributions which I have been able to use 

this week. Do please continue to send any thoughts, prayers, bible passages in that 

you have found helpful in this difficult time, so that we can pass it around the church 

family.  

We are told by the media that we are “All in this together”. As Christians we are all 

the more in this together, as part of God’s family. Even though separated physically 

there is much we can do to support and uplift each other. Phil and I have been 

overwhelmed by the love, care, and support we hear you are giving each other – and 

to us. We are so grateful. 

 

“A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you so you must love 

one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another” 

John 13:34,35. 

 

Thoughts from John Welsby on the book of James 

(He is kindly stepping in to do the next YouTube offering for Sunday)  

In the course of preparing for today’s message from James’s letter, my mind turned to 

the following passage from Hebrews which I hope will serve as an encouragement to 

us all: 

“Therefore since we have a great High Priest, who has ascended into heaven, Jesus 

the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a High 

Priest who is unable to feel sympathy for our weaknesses, but we have one who has 

been tempted in every way, just as we are- yet he did not sin. Let us then approach 

God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace 

to help us in our time of need.” 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

 

 

A Prayer for this time: 

O Father of Mercies and God of all Comfort, 

 

Please comfort those who are grieving during this season of sorrow. We pray for the 

children, young and old, who have lost parents, the brothers and sisters whose family 

is now incomplete. We lift those who have lost grandparents and other special family 

members, dear friends and beloved colleagues. Perhaps especially we bring those who 

have lost their partner in life, whose hearts and homes seem emptier today. 
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Pour out Your mercy, Your grace and Your powerful love. Be present with them as 

they grieve. Be compassionate and kind to all those who sorrow, especially those who 

must now grieve all alone, who cannot attend funerals or feel the comfort of a hug. 

They need You to be specially present with them. Shower them with Your 

compassion, fill them with the hope that only You can give. May they know Your 

love as never before, -and use them to comfort others in the coming days. 

 

In Jesus name 

Amen 

 

Our Daily Bread May 3rd 

Sent online by Karen Villani 

 

 

 

Prayer for the Sick 

Lord Jesus 

Healer of bodies and souls, we intercede for those who are living with sickness. 

Your own wounds of suffering during your Passion and your agony in the garden 

bring you close to all those who suffer. 

Be a source of comfort and hope to all those who carry the burden of sickness in body 

or mind. 

Bless all those whose vocation is to care, whether professionally or through the bonds 

of family. 

May your loving gaze bring wholeness to brokenness and light out of darkness. 

 

Amen 

 

Prayer for the Faithful 

May the strength of God guide us 

May the power of God preserve us 

May the wisdom of God instruct us 

May the hand of God protect us 

May the way of God direct us 

May the shield of God defend us 

May the angels of God guard us 

-Against the snares of the evil one. 

 

May Christ be with us 

May Christ be before us 

May Christ be in us 

Christ be over all 

 

May Thy grace Lord 

Always be ours, 

This day, O Lord, and forever more. 

 

Amen 

A Prayer of St Patrick 
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Scripture quotes 

Fear not, I am with you. Be not dismayed, I am your God. I will strengthen you and 

help you, and uphold you with my right hand of justice. 

Isaiah 41:10 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold 

of my life, of whom shall I be afraid. 

Psalm 27:1 

 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 

you are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me. 

Psalm 23:4 

 

 

It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or 

forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed. 

Deuteronomy 31:8 

 

When you go through the deep waters, I will be with you. 

Isaiah 43:2 

 

Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand. 

Isaiah 41:10 

 

I can do everything through Christ who gives me strength. 

Philippians 4:13 

 

Be bold. Be brave. Be courageous. 

Joshua 1:9 

 

He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his 

faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 

Psalm 91:4 

 

Alive publishing 

www.alivepublishing.co.uk 

 

Prayers and bible quotes contributed by Alison Fewtrell 

 

 

 

Some thoughts on the power of prayer, by Brian Titton 

 

I am constantly amazed at how God graciously answers prayers. On the “Prayer 

Topics for the Week” on the back of our churches service sheet recently I read with 

joy that Nazanin Zaghari-Radcliffe has been released from prison* She is now staying 

with her parents in Iran. I have been praying for this British-Iranian lady for a long 
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while, that she would be freed from prison and re- united with her British husband, 

Richard, and their daughter in the United Kingdom. She may not be able to return to 

the UK yet, but she is no longer in and Iranian jail, and is with those who love her. 

 

Sometimes I became very impatient and angry with God when I prayed for her and 

nothing seemed to happen. However I remember what Brian Yates once said – that 

God’s delays are not denials. 

 

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought 

to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he 

who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit because the Spirit intercedes for 

God’s people in accordance with the will of God.” 

Romans 8:26-27 

 

I have read these verses many times but today (Tuesday 5th May) they took on a fresh 

meaning. I so often don’t know how to pray for people and situations. Being a 

perfectionist, I often feel dissatisfied with how I pray. Perhaps others feel the same as 

me. However, never fear! When we attempt to pray, God the Holy Spirit is there 

pleading for us. He also translates our prayers into a language that really thrills the 

heart of the Godhead – Father Son and Holy Spirit. Now doesn’t that convince you 

that no prayer is a waste of time? It does me. 

 

*Nazanin has only been released because of coronavirus, and there are fears that it 

may yet be only a temporary measure.  She may still be forced to return to jail – so 

keep praying! Nicky 

 

And Finally… a reflection from Trevor and Cheryl Howard 

(Sent in by Joan Bentley from a card she received about coping with lockdown) 

 

How thankful we are to have Jesus at such a time, He is our firm foundation in 

uncertain times, our peace in anxious times, our joy and hope at all times. 

 

Prayer  

Heavenly Father, 

you have not made us for darkness and death, 

but for life with you for ever. 

Without you we have nothing to hope for; 

with you we have nothing to fear. 

Speak to us now your words of eternal life. 

Lift us from anxiety and guilt 

to the light and peace of your presence, 

and set the glory of your love before us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Common Worship: Pastoral Services 
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Prayer Topics for the Week 

 

‘In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song; 

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.’ 
(Stuart Townend & Keith Getty ©) 

For our world, nation & city 

 

 Give thanks for Daily Hope, the free dial-in worship phone line amid the lockdown 

which received 6,000 calls in the first 48 hours. Pray for people to continue to reach 

out to God in different ways. 

 More people are turning to prayer, during the lockdown, people have started to 

pray, despite not praying before, a new survey by Tearfund suggests. 

 The easing of lockdown will need our constant prayer for wisdom and caution for 

the UK government and other nations.  Pray for courage and patience should 

measures need again to be tightened. Pray people will not be afraid or be quick to 

condemn, but to show love. 

 Pray for those who are grieving for family members, friend and colleagues who 

have died from this virus and the feelings and regrets that it has left them with. 

 

 

For St Jude’s Church 

 Continue to pray for each other, for Father’s peace in the midst of this 

lockdown, especially for those having to self isolate at home, but also for 

those struggling to keep their children occupied and working on the home 

schooling – not easy! 

 Prayer for Phil that his pain will ease soon from the broken (right) elbow. 

Give thanks for the expertise of surgeons and the care of staff that put him 

back together again. 

 Pray for Brian and Maureen Yates and their daughter Mandy, who has to go 

in for another scan and other tests as new problems have surfaced. Pray 

that the doctors will find what is wrong and be able to do something positive 

to bring healing. 

 

For our Mission Partner: Barnabas Fund 

 

 Pray for East Africa as a worse second wave of young locusts consume newly 

planted crops. Pray for Christians in Karamoja as a dense swarm settle & as 

authorities also battle the coronavirus and face difficulties fighting both. 

 Sri Lanka – pray for Christians, as the PM wants to bring in anti-conversion 

legislation,  making it a criminal offence to try to convert someone from the 

Buddhist faith.             

 West Africa – Boko Haram and other terror groups have taken advantage of the 

global focus on coronavirus. Pray, as attacks intensify in Chad & Nigeria under Covid-

19 lockdowns. 

 Myanmar – Pray for protection and comfort for the Christian communities living in 

Chin state where a further recent attack by military aircraft killed 7 villagers and 

injured 8. 

 Sudan -  the new ruling council in Sudan is continuing to seek to overturn the death 

penalty for apostasy. Praise God for the courage of Christians who stood firm in their 

faith over the years, despite the severe restrictions they faced.  

 


