
Morning Service – Sunday, 3
rd

 May 2020 
St Michael’s Blundellsands 

Worship at home  
 

You may wish to light a candle and have some reflective music playing in the background. 

 Here’s a familiar hymn which I recently discovered on YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pr54po5s0nQ 

 

 

Opening Sentence: Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life.  John 11v25 

 

Special Prayer for the third Sunday after Easter 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

In your resurrection, O Christ, 

Let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

  

Confession 

Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord.  We come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy forgive us 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes as faithless and not believing.   

In your mercy, forgive us 

Lord, hear us and help us.  
 

We have lived for this world alone and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy forgive us  

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

May the God of love and power  

forgive us and free us from our sins. 

Heal and strengthen us  

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

First Reading: Matthew 27v54 

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw….all that had happened, 

they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pr54po5s0nQ


Thought for the day from Neil  

Maybe you have heard the story about John Wayne when he played the part 

of the centurion in the film, ‘The greatest story ever told’. At the moment 

Jesus died on the cross John Wayne had to say, “Surely this man was the 

Son of God!”  

The Director, George Stevens, interrupted the scene and told Wayne that his acting was a bit 

flat. “John, this is the Son of God, can you do it again but this time with a bit more awe?” 

Apparently, on the next take, Wayne said, “Awe, surely this was the Son of God!!” 

 

The fact is, many people make the same mistake. They fail to grasp that because God loves us 

so much:  

he came down to earth 

   was humiliated 

and died on a cross. 

 

   The next time you feel unloved or insignificant, think on this fact. 

 

 

Easter Anthems  

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us 

so let us keep the feast. 

Not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness  

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Christ once raised from the dead dies no more 

death has no more dominion over him. 

In dying he died to sin one for all. 

In living he lives to God 

See yourselves therefore as dead to sin 

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Christ has been raised from the dead: 

The first fruits of those who sleep. 

For as by man came death: 

by man has come also the resurrection of the dead; 

for as in Adam all die. 

Even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Second Reading: 1Corinthians 15 v 50-58 
50 I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 

nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all 

sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 

the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the 

perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the 

perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the 



saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 

    Where, O death, is your sting?”  
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 

Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that 

your labour in the Lord is not in vain. 

 

 

Talk by Helen  

(Hover your mouse over the link, then press control and left click) 

https://youtu.be/y4N1zjy0Vd4  

 

 

 

Take a few minutes to contemplate these words. 

 

 

 

Prayers 

 

Almighty Father, 

who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 

with the sight of the risen Lord: 

give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 

that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 

and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Gracious and loving God, 

Give wisdom and strength to all those 

in our community and around the world,  

who are responding to the Coronavirus –  

health professionals, government officials, aged care providers, school leaders. 

 

May those who mourn the loss of loved ones  

to the virus, be comforted. 

 

May those in our community who are feeling anxious, find peace and reassurance. 

 

May our congregations, and faith communities  

https://youtu.be/y4N1zjy0Vd4


be places of compassion,  

attentive to those who are impacted by Coronavirus. 

 

 

May we be communities  

of empathy, love and care, in all we face.  

Through Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

On-line Prayer Tips 

Each Wednesday, I am uploading two-minute talks about prayer. Like 

many people I find prayer difficult, so in these videos I include tips on 

different ways to pray. To access the third video, click the link below. 

 

https://youtu.be/U6SWD96pGhU 

 

 

 

The Conclusion 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with my spirit. Amen. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

https://youtu.be/U6SWD96pGhU


 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has launched a free national phone line as a simple new way 

to bring worship and prayer into people’s homes while church buildings are closed because of the 

coronavirus.  

Daily Hope, which is available from today, offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship 

services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those 

unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind. 

 


