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INTRODUCTION
‘Here might I stay and sing: no story so divine;

never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine!
This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise,

I all my days could gladly spend.’
Samuel Crossman (1624-1683) 

The week leading up to Easter is the most important in the Christian year, 
as we trace the story of ‘love unknown’ and journey with Christ through 

the days of his passion, death and resurrection. From the shouts of ‘Hosanna!’ 
on Palm Sunday, to the cries of ‘Crucify!’ on Good Friday we seek to walk 
with Jesus on the way of the cross, journeying in love with our Lord and 
Saviour as we see revealed the length, height, depth and breadth of God’s 
love for each of us and for the whole world.

This year of course of commemoration of this Holy Week are going to be 
rather different and yet it is important that as the people of God we make the 
time and effort to observe these important days. We can do this by spending 
more time in prayer and reflection, by reading Scripture, or perhaps by using 
some of the liturgies contained in this booklet. There is however, no 
compulsion to use them - they have been prepared to provide some 
inspiration and potential help for your worship at home.  

However you choose to mark this Holy Week, I pray that through it you will 
know God’s peace and presence in all things. As you walk wit the Lord, may 
you be encouraged, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to draw closer to 
Jesus and so experience for yourself the blessings that he offers us amidst all 
our anxieties, confusions and worries. Since as the hymn reminds us ‘This is 
my Friend, in whose sweet praise, I all my days could gladly spend’. 

This Holy Week may you know for yourselves afresh the loving friendship 
and peaceful presence of Christ, who by his cross has redeemed the world, 
and whose empty tomb offers unending hope and new life for us all. 

With every blessing,
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PALM SUNDAY 

An introduction: 

- See if you still have a palm cross from last year (or previous years), or, if you have access 
to a garden, cut a small spring from a branch as a symbol of the palms this year.  

- Just before the service, perhaps listen to the traditional Palm Sunday hymn ‘All glory, laud 
and honour’.  This can easily be found via You Tube or through a music streaming service, 
if you have access to one.  

- Take some time to be quiet and to focus on God as you prepare to worship, you might 
like to offer this prayer before beginning the liturgy: 

  
  O Lord our God, 
  grant us grace to desire you with our whole heart, 
  that so desiring we may seek and find thee, 
  and so finding thee we may love thee, 
  and loving thee we may turn away from those sins 
  from which thou hast redeemed us,  
  for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.  
  Amen.                      St Anselm (1033-1109) 
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The Gathering 

All  Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing 
by works of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death 
and resurrection. Today we begin this solemn celebration in union with the 
Church throughout the world. Christ enters his own city to complete his 
work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us go with him 
in faith and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may share his 
risen life. 

Hold up your palm cross or greenery and pray.  

 God our Saviour, 
 whose Son Jesus Christ  
 entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die; 
 let these palms be for us signs of his victory 
 and grant that we who bear them in his name 
 may ever hail him as our King, 
 and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
 who is alive and reigns with you, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 
All    Amen. 

At this point you might like to listen to the hymn ‘Ride on, ride on, in 
majesty’ via YouTube or a music streaming service, the words of which are 
below.  

 Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
 Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry; 
 O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 
 with palms and scattered garments strowed. 
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 Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
 O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
 o'er captive death and conquered sin. 

 Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
 The angel-squadrons of the sky 
 look down with sad and wondering eyes 
 to see the approaching sacrifice. 

 Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
 Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
 the Father on his sapphire throne 
 expects his own anointed Son. 

 Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
 bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
 then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 

Words: Henry Hart Milman (1791—1868) 

The Palm Gospel 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All  Glory to you, O Lord.  

Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  When he had come near 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent 
two of the disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and as you 
enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. If anyone asks you, “Why are you untying it?” just say 
this: “The Lord needs it.” ’ So those who were sent departed and found it 
as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, 
‘Why are you untying the colt?’ They said, ‘The Lord needs it.’ Then they 
brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 
Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the 
road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of 
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully 
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with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, 
‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven, 
and glory in the highest heaven!’  Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said 
to him, ‘Teacher, order your disciples to stop.’ He answered, ‘I tell you, if 
these were silent, the stones would shout out.’ 

      Matthew 21.1-11  

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Collect 

 Let us pray for a closer union with Christ  
 in his suffering and in his glory.  

We keep silence. 

 Almighty and everlasting God, 
 who in your tender love towards the human race 
 sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
 to take upon him our flesh 
 and to suffer death upon the cross: 
 grant that we may follow the example of his  
 patience and humility,  
 and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
 who is alive and reigns with you, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen. 

The New Testament Reading 

 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
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 And being found in human form, 
    he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 

 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
 so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2.5-11 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

The Passion Reading 

 Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
 even death on a cross. 
 Therefore God has highly exalted him 
 and given him the name that is above every name. 
All Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

 The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew. 

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests and said, ‘What will you give me if I betray him to you?’ They paid 
him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began to look for an 
opportunity to betray him. 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
‘Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?’ He said, ‘Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, “The 
Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with 
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my disciples.”  ’ So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they 
prepared the Passover meal. 

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they 
were eating, he said, ‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.’ And they 
became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, 
‘Surely not I, Lord?’ He answered, ‘The one who has dipped his hand into 
the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of 
him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 
have been better for that one not to have been born.’ Judas, who betrayed 
him, said, ‘Surely not I, Rabbi?’ He replied, ‘You have said so.’ 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he 
broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ Then 
he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink 
from it, all of you;  for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink 
of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.’ When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 

Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this 
night; for it is written, “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the 
flock will be scattered.” But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to 
Galilee.’ Peter said to him, ‘Though all become deserters because of you, I 
will never desert you.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, this very night, 
before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.’ Peter said to him, 
‘Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.’ And so said all the 
disciples. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to 
his disciples, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ He took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and 
agitated. Then he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain 
here, and stay awake with me.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself 
on the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 
from me; yet not what I want but what you want.’ Then he came to the 
disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could you not 
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stay awake with me one hour?  Stay awake and pray that you may not 
come into the time of trial;  the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.’ Again he went away for the second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if 
this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.’ Again he came and 
found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he 
went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking 
your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’ 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was 
a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders 
of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I 
will kiss is the man; arrest him.’ At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you 
are here to do.’ Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested 
him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, 
and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said 
to him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will 
perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and 
he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then 
would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?’ At 
that hour Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the 
temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so 
that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.’ Then all the disciples 
deserted him and fled. 

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in 
whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered.  But Peter was 
following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and 
going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would 
end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false 
testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death,  but they 
found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came 
forward  and said, ‘This fellow said, “I am able to destroy the temple of 
God and to build it in three days.”  ’ The high priest stood up and said, 
‘Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?’ But Jesus 
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was silent. Then the high priest said to him, ‘I put you under oath before 
the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘You have said so. But I tell you, From now on you will see the 
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds 
of  heaven.’ Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘He has 
blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his 
blasphemy.  What is your verdict?’ They answered, ‘He deserves 
death.’  Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped 
him, saying, ‘Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?’ 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to 
him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus the Galilean.’  But he denied it 
before all of them, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking 
about.’ When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and 
she said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’ Again he 
denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a little while the 
bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one of them, 
for your accent betrays you.’ Then he began to curse, and he swore an 
oath, ‘I do not know the man!’ At that moment the cock crowed. Then 
Peter remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the cock crows, you will 
deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly. 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They 
bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 
When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the 
elders. He said, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.’ But they said, 
‘What is that to us? See to it yourself.’ Throwing down the pieces of silver 
in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. But the chief 
priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, ‘It is not lawful to put them into the 
treasury, since they are blood money.’ After conferring together, they used 
them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners.  For this 
reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was 
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah,  ‘And they 
took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had 
been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they 
gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.’ 
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Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are 
you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’  But when he was 
accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said 
to him, ‘Do you not hear how many accusations they make against 
you?’ But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the 
governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner 
for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted.  At that time they had a 
notorious prisoner, called Jesus  Barabbas.  So after they had gathered, 
Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release for you, 
Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ For he realized that it 
was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting 
on the judgement seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do 
with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a 
dream about him.’ Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again 
said to them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to release for you?’ And 
they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should I do with Jesus 
who is called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then 
he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let 
him be crucified!’ 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’ Then the 
people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ So 
he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him 
over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 
headquarters,  and they gathered the whole cohort around him.  They 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,  and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 
hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the 
Jews!’  They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own 
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clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. As they went out, 
they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this 
man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha 
(which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with 
gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had 
crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting 
lots;  then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head 
they put the charge against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews.’ 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his 
left. Those who passed by derided  him, shaking their heads  and saying, 
‘You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.’  In the 
same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were 
mocking him, saying,  ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the 
King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe 
in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he 
said, “I am God’s Son.”  ’ The bandits who were crucified with him also 
taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land  until three in the 
afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is calling 
for Elijah.’ At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour 
wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, 
‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.’ Then Jesus cried 
again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and 
the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of 
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they 
came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to 
many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping 
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 
terrified and said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 

 This is the Passion of the Lord.  
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We keep silence as we reflect on the story of Christ’s passion.  

Prayers of Intercession 

 Let us pray. 

 We stand with Christ in his suffering. 
 For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus,  
 let us pray to the Lord. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

 For grace to seek out those habits of sin  
 which mean spiritual death,   
 and by prayer and self-discipline to overcome them,  
 let us pray to the Lord.  
All Lord, have mercy. 

 For Christian people,  
 that through the suffering of disunity 
  there may grow a rich union in Christ,  
 let us pray to the Lord. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

 For those who make laws, interpret them,  
 and administer them, that our common life 
 may be ordered in justice and mercy,  
 let us pray to the Lord. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

 For those who have the courage and honesty 
 to work openly for justice and peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

 For those in the darkness and agony of isolation, 
 that they may find support and encouragement,  
 let us pray to the Lord. 
All Lord, have mercy. 
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 For those, weighed down with hardship,  
 failure, or sorrow, feel that God is far from them,  
 let us pray to the Lord. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

 For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross,  
 let us pray to the Lord. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

 That we, with those who have died in faith,  
 may find mercy in the day of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

All Holy God, 
 holy and strong, 
 holy and immortal, 
 have mercy upon us. 

We might also want to spend some moments in prayer remembering all those who 
are in need at this time:  

‣ those who are isolated, alone or afraid 
‣ those supporting the life of our country at this time: the government, the 

National Health Service, all carers and clearers, those working to keep vital 
services running, all key-workers in education, retail, food production and 
delivery 
‣ those who are sick or suffering particularly those suffering from COVID-19 

around the world  
‣ those who have died and all who mourn and grieve the loss of loved ones  
‣ for the Christian Church worldwide and for all Christians in their ministry 

and vocation 
‣ for God’s grace and guidance in our own lives, for inspiration to pray and 

serve, to love God and love neighbour in these difficult times. 
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At this point you might like to listen to the hymn ‘My song is love unknown’ 
via YouTube or a music streaming service, the words of which are below.  

 My song is love unknown, 
 my Saviour's love to me; 
 love to the loveless shown, 
 that they might lovely be. 
 O who am I, 
 that for my sake 
 my Lord should take 
 frail flesh, and die? 

 He came from his blest throne, 
 salvation to bestow; 
 but men made strange, and none 
 the longed-for Christ would know. 
 But oh, my Friend, 
 my Friend indeed, 
 who at my need 
 his life did spend. 

 Sometimes they strew his way, 
 and his sweet praises sing; 
 resounding all the day 
 hosannas to their King. 
 Then "Crucify!" 
 is all their breath, 
 and for His death 
 they thirst and cry. 

 They rise and needs will have 
 my dear Lord made away; 
 a murderer they save, 
 the Prince of Life they slay. 
 Yet cheerful he 
 to suffering goes, 
 that he his foes 
 from thence might free. 
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 Here might I stay and sing: 
 no story so divine; 
 never was love, dear King, 
 never was grief like thine! 
 This is my Friend, 
 in whose sweet praise 
 I all my days 
 could gladly spend. 

Words: Samuel Crossman (1624-1683) 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We then continue with an order for Spiritual Communion, as we pray the Lord’s 
Prayer.  

All Our Father  
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power, and the glory 
 for ever and ever.    
 Amen. 
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Spiritual Communion  

We then pray a prayer of Spiritual Communion, remembering that even in 
isolation we can be united with Christ in his death and resurrection. 

All Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
 for all the benefits you have given me, 
 for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
 Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,   
 I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
 O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
 may I know you more clearly,  
 love you more dearly,  
 and follow you more nearly,  
 day by day.  
 Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 
 and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 
 give us the mind to follow you 
 and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 
All Amen. 

All Faithful God, 
 may we who worship you now, 
 glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 our salvation, life and hope, 
 who reigns as Lord now and for ever.  
 Amen. 
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The Blessing 

We pray for God’s blessing.  

 May the Father, 
 who so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
 bring us by faith to his eternal life. 

 May Christ, 
 who accepted the cup of sacrifice 
 in obedience to the Father’s will, 
 keep us steadfast as we walk with him the way of his cross. 

 May the Spirit, 
 who strengthens us to suffer with Christ 
 that we may share his glory, 
 set our minds on life and peace. 

 And the blessing of God almighty, 
 ✠ the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among us and remain with us always. 
All Amen. 
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MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 
OF HOLY WEEK  

Below you will find the readings for the Eucharist for Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday in Holy Week. You could read this on their own or perhaps use them 
within the context of A Spiritual Communion (the liturgy for which can be found 
in the Book of Prayers).  

Monday of Holy Week 

 Isaiah 42.1-9 
 Psalm 36.5-11 
 Hebrews 9.11-15 
 John 12.1-11 

Tuesday of Holy Week 

 Isaiah 49.1-7 
 Psalm 71.1-14 
 1 Corinthians 1.18-31 
 John 12.20-36 

Wednesday of Holy Week 

 Isaiah 50.4-9a 
 Psalm 70 
 Hebrews 12.1-3 
 John 13.21-32 
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PRAYER DURING THE DAY IN PASSIONTIDE 
Preparation 

 O God, make speed to save us. 
All O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 My trust is in you, O Lord. 
All I have said ‘You are my God.’ 

Psalm 31.4 

Praise 

 We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,  
 because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.  

 Holy God,  
 holy and strong,  
 holy and immortal,  
 have mercy upon us.  

All We glory in your cross, O Lord,  
 and praise and glorify your holy resurrection:  
 for by virtue of the cross 
 joy has come to the whole world.  

The Word of God 

 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live,  
 but it is Christ who lives in me.  

Galatians 2.19b,20a 

You might like to read one or all of the readings set for the Monday, Tuesday or 
Wednesday of Holy Week, which are found on page 20. If reading a Psalm, it 
would be appropriate to end with the ‘Gloria’: 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son  
 and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning is now:  
 and shall be for ever. Amen.  
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Response 

 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake 
All for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Matthew 5.10 

Prayers 

 Keep us, good  
 Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.  
 Sustain and support the anxious, 
 be with those who care for the sick,  
 and lift up all who are brought low;  
 that we may find comfort  
 knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in 
 Christ Jesus our Lord.  
All Amen. 

 Soul of Christ, sanctify me,  
 body of Christ, save me,  
 blood of Christ, inebriate me,  
 water from the side of Christ, wash me.  
 Passion of Christ, strengthen me.  
 O good Jesus, hear me:  
 hide me within your wounds  
 and never let me be separated from you.  
 From the wicked enemy defend me,  
 in the hour of my death, call me  
 and bid me come to you,  
 so that with your saints I may praise you 
 for ever and ever.  
All Amen. 

Anima Christi (14th century) 

You might like to keep a moment of silence as you bring to God all that is on 
your heart and mind at this time, remembering before him all those who need 
our prayers and those who have no-one to pray for them.  
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The Collect 

 True and humble king, 
 hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
 grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
 that we may be found beside you 
 on the way of the cross, 
 which is the path of glory, 
 this we ask in your precious name. 
All Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All Our Father  
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power, and the glory 
 for ever and ever.    
 Amen. 

The Conclusion 

 May Christ our Saviour give us peace. 
All Amen.  
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 

‘The Last Supper’  
by Sieger Koder 

‘Jesus washing Peter’s feet’ 
by Ford Maddox Brown 
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You might like to read the following as you prepare to worship (which is best 
done in the evening as we remember the events of the Last Supper).  

Love (III) 

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back 

                          Guilty of dust and sin.

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 

                          From my first entrance in,

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,

                              If I lacked any thing.

 

A guest, I answered, worthy to be here:

                              Love said, You shall be he.

I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear,

                              I cannot look on thee.

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,

                              Who made the eyes but I?

 

Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame

                            Go where it doth deserve.

And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame?

                              My dear, then I will serve.

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat:

                              So I did sit and eat.

     George Herbert (1593-1633)
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The Gathering 
  
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, 
 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you. 
All and also with you. 

Prayers of Penitence 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
 ‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’ 
 ‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’ 
 Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love,  
 and ask him to cleanse us. 

We keep silence. 

 Have mercy on us, O God, 
 in your great goodness; 
 according to the abundance of your compassion  
 blot out our offences. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All  Lord, have mercy. 

 Against you only have we sinned  
 and done what is evil in your sight.  
 Christ, have mercy. 
All  Christ, have mercy. 

 Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean;  
 wash us and we shall be whiter than snow.  
 Lord, have mercy. 
All  Lord, have mercy. 

We receive the assurance of God’s forgiveness.  
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 May the Father forgive us 
 by the death of his Son 
 and strengthen us 
 to live in the power of the Spirit all our days. 
All  Amen. 

All  Holy God, 
 holy and strong, 
 holy and immortal,  
 have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

We proclaim God’s praises in the words of the Gloria in Excelsis.  

All Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. 
 Amen. 
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The Collect 

 God our Father, 
 you have invited us to share in the supper  
 which your Son gave to his Church 
 to proclaim his death until he comes:  
 may he nourish us by his presence, 
 and unite us in his love; 
 who is alive and reigns with you, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen. 

The New Testament Reading 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, 
after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

1 Corinthians 11.23-26 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Reading 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 I give you a new commandment, says the Lord:  
 Love one another as I have loved you. 
All Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

 The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had 
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. 
And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up 
from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter 
said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the 
feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he 
knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are 
clean.’ After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to 
you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also 
should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who 
sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, 
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God 
will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I 
am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the 
Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you 
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
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It is traditional at this point for the Liturgy of the Washing of the Feet to take 
place, in remembrance of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples at the Last 
Supper. Therefore, at this point you might wish to pause in prayer and remember 
those who are ‘serving’ us at the moment through their work - particularly in the 
National Health Service, social care, retail, food production and many other 
professions designated as ‘key workers’.  

We remember too, despite the difficulties of isolation, that Christ gives us an 
example of service to follow and ask for grace that our faith in God may lead us 
into service of others in the days and weeks to come.  

You might wish to listen to the hymn ‘Brother, sister let me serve you’ or ‘A new 
commandment I give unto you’ or the anthem associated with Maundy Thursday 
‘Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est’ (‘Where charity and love are, there God is’).  

Prayers of Intercession  

In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father  
 through Christ the saviour of the world. 

 Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, 
 your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. 
 We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service.   
 Lord, hear us 
All  and humble us. 

 On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one.  
 We pray for the unity of your Church. 
 Lord, hear us 
All  and unite us. 

 On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through 
  his disciples’ message. 
 We pray for the mission of your Church. 
 Lord, hear us 
All  and renew our zeal. 
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 On this night, he commanded his disciples to love,  
 but suffered rejection himself. 
 We pray for the rejected and unloved. 
 Lord, hear us 
All  and fill us with your love. 

 On this night, he reminded his disciples 
 that if the world hated them it hated him first. 
 We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.  
 Lord, hear us 
All  and give us your peace. 
  
 On this night, he accepted the cup of death 
 and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom. 
 We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ.  
 Lord, hear us 
All  and welcome all your children into paradise. 

The Peace 

 Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
 Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’ 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
All and also with you. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

We pray the Lord’s Prayer.  

All Our Father  
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power, and the glory 
 for ever and ever.    
 Amen. 

Spiritual Communion  

We then pray a prayer of Spiritual Communion, remembering that even in 
isolation we can be united with Christ in his death and resurrection, particularly 
on this Maundy Thursday when we remember the institution of the Eucharist. 

All Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
 for all the benefits you have given me, 
 for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
 Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,   
 I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
 O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
 may I know you more clearly,  
 love you more dearly,  
 and follow you more nearly,  
 day by day.  
 Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 

  
 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament  
 you have given us the memorial of your passion:  
 grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries 
 of your body and blood 
 that we may know within ourselves 
 and show forth in our lives 
 the fruit of your redemption, 
 for you are alive and reign, now and for ever. 
All Amen. 

It is customary following the Prayer after Communion, as we enter into the 
events of Jesus’ passion and death, for the sanctuary, altars and furnishings of 
the church to be stripped in readiness for Good Friday. This is sometimes 
followed by ‘The Watch’ as we remember Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

You might find it appropriate to read Psalm 22 at this moment, or perhaps 
some of the chapters from John’s Gospel (13-17), where we hear of Jesus’ 
words to his disciples on the night before he we was crucified. 

You might then want to read the following, after keeping a time of silence: 

When the disciples had sung a hymn they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. Jesus prayed to the Father, ‘If it is possible, take this cup of suffering 
from me.’ He said to his disciples, ‘How is it that you were not able to 
keep watch with me for one hour? The hour has come for the Son of Man 
to be handed over to the power of sinners.’ 

 Grant, O Lord, to us, 
 and to all your servants, 
 the grace of perseverance to the end; 
 in the power of him who for the finishing of your work, 
 and for the redemption of the world, 
 laid down his life, 
 even your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
All Amen. 
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GOOD FRIDAY 

‘Christ Crucified’  
by Diego Veláquez 

An introduction: 
- If you have a cross or crucifix in your home, it would be appropriate to put 

this where you can see it, so that you can use to help you reflect as you 
worship.  

- This service normally takes place between midday and 3.00pm, the traditional hours of 
Jesus’ suffering on the cross. It might be good to spend those hours (whatever you chose 
to do) in quiet contemplation and reflection, as we think about the events of Good 
Friday.  
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You might like to read the following as you prepare to worship. 

Good Friday 

O my chief good,
How shall I measure out thy blood?

 How shall I count what thee befell, 
  And each grief tell? 
  
  Shall I thy woes 
 Number according to thy foes? 
 Or, since one star showed thy first breath, 
  Shall all thy death? 

  Or shall each leaf, 
 Which falls in Autumn, score a grief? 
 Or cannot leaves, but fruit, be sign 
  Of the true vine? 

  Then let each hour 
 Of my whole life one grief devour; 
 That thy distress through all may run, 
  And be my sun. 

  Or rather let 
 My several sins their sorrows get; 
 That as each beast his cure doth know, 
  Each sin may so. 

 Since blood is fittest, Lord, to write 
 Thy sorrows in, and bloody fight; 
 My heart hath store, write there, where in 
 One box doth lie both ink and sin: 

 That when sin spies so many foes, 
 Thy whips, thy nails, thy wounds, thy woes, 
 All come to lodge there, sin may say, 
 ‘No room for me,’ and fly away. 
  
 Sin being gone, oh fill the place, 
 And keep possession with thy grace; 
 Lest sin take courage and return, 
 And all the writings blot or burn. 

     George Herbert (1593-1633)
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 The Gathering 

 Christ became obedient unto death for us: 
All even death upon a cross. 

 He was pierced for our sins: 
All bruised for no fault but our own. 

 His punishment has brought us peace: 
All and by his wounds we are healed. 

 Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
 to receive power and riches and wisdom: 
All strength, honour, glory, and praise.  Amen. 

You might want to listen to a version of the hymn ‘There is a green hill far 
away’,  via YouTube or a music stream service, the words of which are below. 

 There is a green hill far away, 
 without a city wall, 
 where the dear Lord was crucified, 
 who died to save us all. 

 We may not know, we cannot tell, 
 what pains he had to bear; 
 but we believe it was for us 
 he hung and suffered there. 

 He died that we might be forgiven, 
 he died to make us good, 
 that we might go at last to heaven, 
 saved by his precious blood. 

 There was no other good enough 
 to pay the price of sin; 
 he only could unlock the gate 
 of heaven and let us in. 
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 O dearly, dearly has he loved, 
 and we must love him, too, 
 and trust in his redeeming blood, 
 and try his works to do. 

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 

The Collect 

 Eternal God, 
 in the cross of Jesus we see the cost of our sin 
 and the depth of your love: 
 in humble hope and fear may we place at his feet 
 all that we have and all that we are, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All  Amen. 

The Old Testament Reading 

See, my servant shall prosper; 
   he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
   and shall be very high. 
Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
   —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
   and his form beyond that of mortals— 
so he shall startle many nations; 
   kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
   and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
Who has believed what we have heard? 
   And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
   and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by others; 
   a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

37



and as one from whom others hide their faces 
   he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
 
Surely he has borne our infirmities 
   and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
   struck down by God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
   crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
   and by his bruises we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
   we have all turned to our own way, 
and the Lord has laid on him 
   the iniquity of us all. 

 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
   yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
   so he did not open his mouth. 
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
   Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
   stricken for the transgression of my people. 
They made his grave with the wicked 
   and his tomb with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, 
   and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

 
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. 
When you make his life an offering for sin, 
   he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 
   Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
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   The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
   and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
   and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
   and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
   and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Isaiah 52.13-end of 53 

  
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God.  

The Passion Reading 

 The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across 
the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his 
disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, 
because Jesus often met there with his disciples.  So Judas brought a 
detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 
weapons.  Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came 
forward and asked them, ‘For whom are you looking?’  They answered, 
‘Jesus of Nazareth.’  Jesus replied, ‘I am he.’  Judas, who betrayed him, was 
standing with them. When Jesus said to them, ‘I am he’, they stepped back 
and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, ‘For whom are you looking?’ 
And they said, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’  Jesus answered, ‘I told you that I am 
he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.’ This was to fulfil the 
word that he had spoken, ‘I did not lose a single one of those whom you 
gave me.’ Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high 
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus 
said to Peter, ‘Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the 
cup that the Father has given me?’ 

So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and 
bound him.  First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of 
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Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised 
the Jews that it was better to have one person die for the people. 

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was 
known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the 
high priest,  but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other 
disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman 
who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, 
‘You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?’ He said, ‘I am 
not.’ Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it 
was cold, and they were standing round it and warming themselves. Peter 
also was standing with them and warming himself. 

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his 
teaching. Jesus answered, ‘I have spoken openly to the world; I have always 
taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. 
I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard 
what I said to them; they know what I said.’ When he had said this, one of 
the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, ‘Is that how you 
answer the high priest?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I have spoken wrongly, testify to 
the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?’ Then Annas 
sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, ‘You 
are not also one of his disciples, are you?’ He denied it and said, ‘I am 
not.’ One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear 
Peter had cut off, asked, ‘Did I not see you in the garden with him?’ Again 
Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. 

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early 
in the morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to 
avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went 
out to them and said, ‘What accusation do you bring against this 
man?’ They answered, ‘If this man were not a criminal, we would not have 
handed him over to you.’  Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and 
judge him according to your law.’ The Jews replied, ‘We are not permitted 
to put anyone to death.’  (This was to fulfil what Jesus had said when he 
indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
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Then Pilate entered the headquarters  again, summoned Jesus, and asked 
him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’  Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on 
your own, or did others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, 
am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. 
What have you done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. 
If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to 
keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is 
not from here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You 
say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, 
to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.’ Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’ 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, ‘I find 
no case against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for 
you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the 
Jews?’ They shouted in reply, ‘Not this man, but Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas 
was a bandit. 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.  And the soldiers wove a 
crown of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple 
robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ and 
striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, ‘Look, I 
am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against 
him.’ So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 
Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man!’ When the chief priests and the 
police saw him, they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ Pilate said to 
them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.’ The 
Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and according to that law he ought to 
die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.’ 

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his 
headquarters again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are you from?’ But Jesus gave 
him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to 
me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to 
crucify you?’  Jesus answered him, ‘You would have no power over me 
unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who handed 
me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.’  From then on Pilate tried to 
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release him, but the Jews cried out, ‘If you release this man, you are no 
friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself 
against the emperor.’ 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the 
judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in 
Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; 
and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, ‘Here is your King!’ They cried 
out, ‘Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Shall 
I crucify your King?’ The chief priests answered, ‘We have no king but the 
emperor.’ Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what 
is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There 
they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus 
between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. 
It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth,  the King of the Jews.’ Many of the Jews read 
this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 
city; and it was written in Hebrew,  in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief 
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews”, 
but, “This man said, I am King of the Jews.” ’ Pilate answered, ‘What I have 
written I have written.’ When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took 
his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They 
also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 
the top. So they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it 
to see who will get it.’ This was to fulfil what the scripture says, ‘They 
divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.’ 
And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus 
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he 
said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, 
‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his 
own home. 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to 
fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. 
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So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to 
his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then 
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left 
on the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day 
of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified 
men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke 
the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But 
when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not 
break his legs.  Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, 
and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so 
that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells 
the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, 
‘None of his bones shall be broken.’  And again another passage of 
scripture says, ‘They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’ 

John 18.1-19.37 

 This is the Passion of the Lord. 

We keep silence. 

The Liturgy of the Cross 

You might like to particularly focus on the cross or crucifix that you have placed 
so that you can see it, as we think about the suffering and death of Jesus on 
Good Friday out of love for the world. You might want to listen to ‘The 
Reproaches’ (words of prayer traditionally said/sung on Good Friday) - the 
version by John Sanders is a good one to choose.  

 The cross of Christ. 
All  The cross on which the Saviour of the world was hung. 

 We adore you, O Christ and we bless you, 
All because by your holy cross  
 you have redeemed the world. 
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 This is the wood of the cross, 
 on which hung the Saviour of the world. 
All  Come, let us worship. 

 O Saviour of the world, 
 who by your cross and precious blood has redeemed us 
All  Save us and help us, we humbly pray. 

We keep silence.  

You might want to listen to a version of the hymn ‘When I survey the 
wondrous cross’,  via YouTube or a music stream service, the words of which 
are below.  

 When I survey the wondrous cross 
 on which the Prince of glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss, 
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
 save in the cross of Christ my God; 
 all the vain things that charm me most, 
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 
    
 See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
 sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
 did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
 or thorns compose so rich a crown! 
  
 His dying crimson, like a robe, 
 spreads o'er his body on the tree; 
 then am I dead to all the globe, 
 and all the globe is dead to me. 

 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 that were a present far too small; 
 love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674–1748) 
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The Prayers of Intercession 

We spend some moments in prayer. This is an opportunity to bring your own 
prayers and petitions to God, as well as the needs of the Church and the world 
at this time. You might wish to pray for:  

‣ the Church - for all Christian communities 
‣ for Christians who are persecuted for their faith 
‣ for those whose faith is shaky or lost 

‣ the leaders of the nations 
‣ the relationship between countries, especially those at war 
‣ those tackling Coronavirus across the world 
‣ the relationship between people of all faiths and none 

‣ the sick and suffering 
‣ those who minister to them and care for them 
‣ those at the point of death, especially those who are afraid 
‣ those who have died.  

You might then wish to pray this prayer. 

 O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, 
 look favourably on your whole Church, 
 that wonderful and sacred mystery, 
 and by the tranquil operation of your perpetual providence 
 carry out the work of our salvation: 
 and let the whole world feel and see 
 that things which were cast down are being raised up 
 and things which had grown old are being made new 
 and that all things are returning to perfection 
 through him from whom they took their origin, 
 even Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 who is alive and reigns with you, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen. 
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We unite and conclude our prayers with The Lord’s Prayer.  

All Our Father  
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power, and the glory 
 for ever and ever.    
 Amen. 

You might want to listen to a version of the spiritual ‘Were you there when 
they crucified my Lord’, via YouTube or a music stream service, the words of 
which are below.  

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 O sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 O sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 O sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 
 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Words: American Folk Hymn 
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The account of the burial of Christ is read.  

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him 
take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and 
removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, 
also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a 
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the 
spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now 
there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden 
there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, 
because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, 
they laid Jesus there. 

John.19.38-42 

We conclude our worship by saying the following prayer.  

 Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection  
 of your Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: 
 grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
 we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
 who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 
All  Amen. 

We keep silence.  
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HOLY SATURDAY (EASTER VIGIL) 

‘The Harrowing of Hell’ 
by Fra Angelico  

An introduction: 
- It is traditional that a service of vigil is kept on Holy Saturday evening as we begin our 

celebrations of Christ’s resurrection, remembering how Christ descended to the dead in 
order to rescue us from sin and death, and that feasts begin to be celebrated the night 
before. Sometimes churches choose to do this by getting up before dawn on Easter Day, 
to welcome the risen Christ.  

- In this service the Easter (Paschal) candle is lit, and a vigil is kept (listening to stories 
from the Old Testament about God’s purposes from the beginning of creation), the 
resurrection of Christ is then proclaimed as we begin our celebrations of Easter with the 
affirmation of our baptismal promises and then the celebration of the First Eucharist of 
Easter.  

- You might wish to have a candle that can be lit at the appropriate moment, 
to symbolise the light of Christ shining in the darkness, which for us is the 
promise of the resurrection. To make this more effective you might want to 
dim your lights at home.  
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The Gathering 

On this most holy night, when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to 
life, the Church invites her children throughout the world to come 
together in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord. We 
remember his death and resurrection by hearing his word and celebrating 
his mysteries, confident that we shall share his victory over death and live 
with him for ever in God. 

 Eternal God, 
 who made this most holy night 
 to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
 set us aflame with the fire of your love,  
 and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All Amen. 

Light the candle. 

 May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  
 banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

 The light of Christ. 
All Thanks be to God. 

The Exsultet 

The Exsultet (The Easter Song of Praise) is now normally sung (or said) as we 
remember the great story of Easter and Christ’s triumph of love over 
everything that would separate us from God.  

 Rejoice, heavenly powers!   Sing, choirs of angels! 
 O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 
 Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
 Sound the trumpet of salvation! 

 Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation, 
 radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 
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 Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you! 
 Darkness vanishes for ever! 

 Rejoice, O Mother Church!   Exult in glory! 
 The risen Saviour our Lord of life, shines upon you! 
 Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you  

 Lift up your hearts 
All We lift them to the Lord 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise.  

 It is right and good that with full hearts and minds and voices 
 we should praise you, Father Almighty, the unseen God, 
 through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 who has saved us by his death paid the price of Adam’s sin  
 and reconciled us once again to you. 

 For this is the Passover feast 
 when Christ the true Lamb of God is slain 
 whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. 

 This is the night when you first saved our ancestors, 
 freeing Israel from her slavery, and leading her safely through the sea. 

 This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell 
 broke the chains of death and rose triumphant from the grave. 

 This is the night when all who believe in him are freed from sin 
 restored in grace and holiness, and share the victory of Christ. 

 This is the night that gave us back what we had lost; 
 beyond our deepest dreams, you made even sin our happy fault. 
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 Most blessed of all nights, 
 Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away, 
 lost innocence regained and mourning turned to joy. 
 Night truly blessed when hatred is cast out, 
 peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth 
 and all creation reconciled to you. 

 Therefore, heavenly Father, in this Easter joy 
 accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering. 
 Grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light. 

 For Christ the morning star has risen in glory, 
 Christ is risen from the dead  
 and his flame of love still burns within us! 
 Christ sheds his peaceful light on the world! 
 Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
All Amen. 

In the light of Christ, you might find it useful to keep ‘vigil’ - the following 
readings might be helpful to use as we reflect on God’s activity through human 
history.  

First Reading - ‘The Creation’ 
   

A reading from the book Genesis 1.1-2.4 

Second Reading - ‘The Passover’  

A reading from the book Exodus 12:1-24 

Third Reading  - ‘ Crossing the Red Sea’ 

A reading from the book Exodus 14:10 - 15:1 

Fourth Reading  - ‘Let us return to the Lord who saves’  

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 55:1-11 
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The Easter Acclamation 

We then make the ‘Easter acclamation’ announcing Christ’s resurrection. This is 
normally done so that each acclamation is louder than the one before. As we 
celebrate Christ risen from the dead.  

 Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

 Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

 Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

All He is risen indeed, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Gloria in Excelsis 

We then proclaim God’s victory through the Gloria in Excelsis. (You could 
alternatively listen to a version online).  

All Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. 
 Amen. 
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The Collect 

 Lord of all life and power, 
 who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
 overcame the old order of sin and death 
 to make all things new in him: 
 grant that we, being dead to sin 
 and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
 may reign with him in glory; 
 to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
 be praise and honour, glory and might, 
 now and in all eternity. 
All Amen. 

The Gospel Reading 

 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
 I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
All Alleluia! 

 The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook 
and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not 
here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him.” This is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
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worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’                  Matthew 28.1-10 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Normally at this point, it is traditional to renew our baptismal vows, as we 
remember that we are united to Christ in his death and resurrection through 
baptism. Instead, take a moment to ponder and give thanks for the gift of faith 
and your relationship with God. Thank God for the call upon your life in baptism 
and ask him to help you serve as best you can.  If you’re with someone, you 
might like to take the opportunity to discuss your faith and when you’ve known 
God in your life. Then, we affirm the baptismal faith of the Church.  

Affirmation of Faith 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the Virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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The Conclusion  

We pray together.  

 God of Life,  
 who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son  
 to the death of the cross,  
 and by his glorious resurrection  
 have delivered us from the power of our enemy:  
 grant us so to die daily to sin,  
 that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All Amen. 

The Blessing  

 The God of peace  
 who brought again from the dead  
 our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 the great shepherd of the sheep,  
 make you perfect in every good  
 work to do his will,  
 working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight.  

 ✠ And the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among us and remain with us, 
 with those whom we love and prayer for, this Eastertide and always. 

 Alleluia. Christ is Risen! 
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

It might be appropriate now to put on some suitably joyful music.  
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EASTER DAY 

‘Resurrection’ 
by Piero della Francesca 
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You might like to read the following as you prepare to worship. 

Easter 

 Rise heart; thy Lord is risen. Sing his praise 
  Without delays, 
 Who takes thee by the hand, that thou likewise 
  With him mayst rise: 
 That, as his death calcined thee to dust, 
 His life may make thee gold, and much more just. 

 Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part 
  With all thy art. 
 The cross taught all wood to resound his name, 
 Who bore the same. 
  His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key 
 Is best to celebrate this most high day. 

 Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song 
  Pleasant and long: 
 Or since all music is but three parts vied 
  And multiplied; 
 O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 
 And make up our defects with his sweet art. 
  
 I got me flowers to straw thy way: 
 I got me boughs off many a tree: 
 But thou wast up by break of day, 
 And brought’st thy sweets along with thee. 

 The Sun arising in the East, 
 Though he give light, and th’East perfume; 
 If they should offer to contest 
 With thy arising, they presume. 

 Can there be any day but this, 
 Though many suns to shine endeavour? 
 We count three hundred, but we miss: 
 There is but one, and that one ever. 

   George Herbert (1593-1633)
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The Service of Light 

You might like to light a candle at the beginning of your worship and pray 
this prayer as we greet Christ, risen from the dead, the light of the world.  

 Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed, Alleluia. 

 Christ yesterday and today, 
 the beginning and the end, 
 Alpha & Omega, 
 all time belongs to him 
 and all ages; 
 to him be glory and power, 
 through every age and for ever.  
All Amen. 

 By his holy and glorious wounds, 
 may Christ our Lord guard and keep us, now and always.  

 Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed, Alleluia. 

At this point you might like to listen to the hymn ‘Jesus Christ is risen today’ 
via YouTube or a music streaming service, the words are below. 

 Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
  
 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
   
 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
 now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

Words: Lyra Davidica, 1708 (and others) 
58



Prayers of Penitence  

 Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
 Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
 and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

1 Corinthians 5.7,8 

 Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

 Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
All Christ, have mercy. 

 Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All Lord, have mercy. 

 May the God of love and power 
 forgive us and free our from your sins, 
 heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
 and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 
All  Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

We then proclaim God’s victory through the Gloria in Excelsis. (You could 
alternatively listen to a version online).  

All Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. 
 Amen. 
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The Collect 

 Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory.   

We keep silence. 

 Lord of all life and power, 
 who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
 overcame the old order of sin and death 
 to make all things new in him: 
 grant that we, being dead to sin 
 and live to you in Jesus Christ, 
 may reign with him in glory; 
 to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
 be praise and honour, glory and might, 
 now and in all eternity. 
All Amen. 

The New Testament Reading 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God 
as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’                

         Acts of the Apostles 10.34-43 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

61



The Gospel Reading 

 Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.   
All Alleluia. 

 He has defeated the powers of death.   
All Alleluia. 

 Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing.   
All Alleluia. 

 He has the words of eternal life.    
All Alleluia. 

 Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord.  

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the 
other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place 
by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, 
and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 
that he must rise from the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look  into the tomb;  and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, 
‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
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why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be 
the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew,  ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen 
the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ.   

The Nicene Creed 

We affirm together the Easter faith of the Church.

All We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 and of all that is, 
 seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
 and the Virgin Mary 
 and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 

63



 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory  
 to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is worshipped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism  
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come.     
 Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

 We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 
  
 Jesus, light of the world, 
 bring the light and peace of your gospel to the world. 
 Jesus, Lord of life, 
All in your mercy, hear us. 

 Jesus, bread of life, 
 give food to the hungry, shelter to the homeless,  
 comfort to the afflicted, strength to the weary, 
 and nourish us all with your word. 
 Jesus, Lord of life, 
All in your mercy, hear us. 
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 Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 
 be with us and all who follow you in the way, 
 that we may always rejoice in your presence amongst us.  
 Deepen our appreciation of your truth 
 and fill us with your life. 
 Jesus, Lord of life, 
All in your mercy, hear us. 

 Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 
 recover the straggler, 
 bind up the injured, 
 strengthen the sick 
 and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 
 Jesus, Lord of life, 
All in your mercy, hear us. 

 Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 
 we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you, 
 all whom we love but see no longer, who rest in your risen presence, 
 Raise us with them to eternal life. 
 Jesus, Lord of life, 
All in your mercy, hear us, 
 accept our prayers, and be with us always. 
 Amen. 

We might also want to spend some moments in prayer remembering all those who 
are in need at this time:  

‣ those who are isolated, alone or afraid 
‣ those supporting the life of our country at this time: the government, the National 

Health Service, all carers and clearers, those working to keep vital services running, 
all key-workers in education, retail, food production and delivery 
‣ those who are sick or suffering particularly those suffering from COVID-19 around 

the world  
‣ those who have died and all who mourn and grieve the loss of loved ones  
‣ for the Christian Church worldwide and for all Christians in their ministry and 

vocation 
‣ for God’s grace and guidance in our own lives, for inspiration to pray and serve, to 

love God and love neighbour in these difficult times. 
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The Peace 

 Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed, Alleluia. 

 The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
 ‘Peace be with you.’ 
 Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
All Alleluia. 

 The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 
All    and also with you. Alleluia. 

At this point you might like to listen to the hymn ‘The Day of Resurrection’ 
via YouTube or a music streaming service, the words are below. 

 The Day of Resurrection! 
 Earth, tell it out abroad; 
 the Passover of gladness, 
 the Passover of God! 
 From death to life eternal, 
 from earth unto the sky, 
 our Christ hath brought us over 
 with hymns of victory. 

 Our hearts be pure from evil, 
 that we may see aright 
 the Lord in rays eternal 
 of resurrection light; 
 and, listening to his accents, 
 may hear so calm and plain 
 his own ‘All hail,’ and, hearing, 
 may raise the victor-strain. 
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 Now let the heavens be joyful 
 and earth her song begin, 
 the round world keep high triumph 
 and all that is therein; 
 let all things seen and unseen 
 their notes of gladness blend, 
 for Christ the Lord hath risen, 
 our joy that hath no end. 

  Words: St John of Damascus c.754 (tr. J.M.Neale) 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We then continue with an order for Spiritual Communion, as we pray the Lord’s 
Prayer.  

All Our Father  
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 the power, and the glory 
 for ever and ever.    
 Amen. 
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Spiritual Communion 
  

We then pray a prayer of Spiritual Communion, remembering that even in 
isolation we can be united with Christ in his life-giving death and resurrection. 
On Easter Day we remember this especially as we rejoice in the hope and 
promise of life the risen Lord gives to us all.  

All Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
 for all the benefits you have given me, 
 for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
 Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,   
 I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
 O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
 may I know you more clearly,  
 love you more dearly,  
 and follow you more nearly,  
 day by day.  Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

  
 God of Life, 
 who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 
 to the death of the cross, 
 and by his glorious resurrection 
 have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
 grant us so to die daily to sin, 
 that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen. 

All God of glory, 
 by the raising of your Son 
 you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
 fill your Church with faith and hope; 
 for a new day has dawned 
 and the way to life stands open 
 in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
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At this point you might like to listen to the hymn ‘Thine be the glory, risen, 
conquering Son’ via YouTube or a music streaming service, the words are 
below. 

 Thine be the glory, risen, conquering son, 
 endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won; 
 angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
 
 Thine be the glory, risen, conquering son; 
 endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won! 

 Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;  
 lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;  
 let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
 for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
 
 Thine be the glory, risen, conquering son; 
 endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won! 

 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 
 life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 
 
 Thine be the glory, risen, conquering son; 
 endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won! 

Words: A toi la glorie, O Ressuscité 
Edmond Budry (1854-1932)  

translated by Richard Birch Hoyle (1875-1939) 
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The Blessing 

 Alleluia, Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed, Alleluia. 

 God the Father, 
 by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
 open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 

 God the Son, 
 who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
 give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 

 God the Holy Spirit, 
 who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,  
 empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 

 ✠ And the blessing of God Almighty, 
 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among us and remain with us, 
 with those whom we love and prayer for, this Eastertide and always. 
All Amen. 

This would be a good moment to put on some more joyful or uplifting music as 
we rejoice, despite the challenges of the present time, in the hope and glory of 
Christ’s Resurrection.  

May you all know God’s richest blessing this Eastertide and the presence of the 
risen Christ in your hearts and homes in the days and weeks to come.  
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‘ Jesus Christ  
is the same  
yesterday  
and today  

and for ever. ’ 
Hebrews 13.8
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