
 

 

For those who are ill 
Merciful God, 
we entrust to your tender care those who are ill or in pain, 
knowing that whenever danger threatens 
your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe. 
Comfort and heal them,and restore them to health and strength; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
For hospital staff and medical researchers 
Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience 
to all who are caring for the sick, 
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 
that through their work many will be restored to health; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
From one who is ill or isolated 
O God, 
help me to trust you, 
help me to know that you are with me, 
help me to believe that nothing can separate me  
from your love, revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
For the Christian community 
We are not people of fear: we are people of courage. 
We are not people who protect our own safety: 
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety. 
We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity. 
We are your people God, 
giving and loving,wherever we are, 
whatever it costs  
For as long as it takes, wherever you call us. 
Amen 
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READINGS & PRAYERS FOR MAY 

We may not be able to worship together, but we can still all  
follow the readings for this time of year from our own home 

keeping alive in our hearts the amazing story of Jesus’  
Resurrection, Ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

 
We are the church - you and I - and we can still pray and care 

for our neighbours. I encourage you to use your own Bibles and 
follow the readings and prayers for each Sunday.   

 
The Prayers have been provided by the Church of England  

especially for use during this crisis.  
 

Yours in the Love and Hope of the risen Christ 

Philip 

 
The Revd Philip Merry, 01359 258806,  philipmerry@hotmail.co.uk  
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3RD MAY  4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
(known as Good Shepherd Sunday) 
Acts 2:42-47, 1 Peter 2:19-25, John 10:1-10, & Psalm 23 
Collect:  Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

10TH MAY 5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Acts 7:55-60, 1 Peter 2:2-10, John 14:1-14. 
Collect: Risen Christ,  
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: give us compassion and 
courage to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

17TH MAY 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Acts 17:22-31, 1 Peter 3:13-22, John 14:15-21 
Collect: Risen Christ,  
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love,  
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

21ST MAY ASCENSION DAY 
Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 1:15-23, Luke 24:44-53, & Psalm 93.  
Collect: Risen Christ, 
you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: 
help us to seek and serve you,  
that we may join you at the Father’s side, 
where you reign with the Spirit in glory, now and for ever. Amen 
 

24TH MAY 7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Acts 1:6-14, 1 Peter 4:12-14, & 5:6-11, John 17:1-11 
Collect: Risen, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin may find forgiveness and know 
your peace, to the glory of God the Father. Amen  

 

31ST MAY PENTECOST 
Acts 2:1-21, 1 Corinthians 12:3-13, John 20:19-23 
Collect: Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

PRAYER FOR USE AT HOME DURING MAY 
 
Prayers about the outbreak  
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour,  
and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you. 
In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 
and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love, 
for your name’s sake. Amen. 
 
God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 


