
1 
 

 Walking through Holy Week 
with St. Michael’s Church Sittingbourne 

 

 

 

 

A selection of things to make, read or do to help us reflect on 

Tuesday 
1. Walking through Holy Week …………….…………… Page 2 

2. Poetry Links ..………………………………………………… Page 2 

3. Reflecting on Hymns …………………………………….. Page 3 

4. Bible Readings ………………………………………………  Page 4 

5. Things to Make and Do …………………………………  Page 5 

6. Music Director’s Video Link ………………………….   Page 7 

7. Suggestions for further reading …………………….  Page 8 

8. Organist’s Choice ………………………………………….. Page 8 

9. Thought for the Day …………………………………….… Page 9 

10. A Prayer ………………………………………….…….…….. Page 10 

 

 
 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

1. Walking through Holy Week: Tuesday 

with our Lay Minister Tracy Williams. 

 

 

 

 

Whatever your Financial position You are precious in God’s sight. 

 

God loves you, more than chocolate, more than gold, more than jewels, 

more than anything. 

 

Hold out your hands 

Palms up and receive that love. 

Close your hands and clutch them close to your heart,  

store that love there. 

 

 

 

2. Poetry Links 

 
You can read and hear poet Malcolm Guite read his sonnet for Tuesday of Holy Week here: 
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2019/04/16/holy-week-tuesday-cleansing-the-temple-6/ 
 
 

Find a wonderful poem for children from Jan Edmunds via the SPCK Assemblies.org website 
https://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/3498/trees-and-the-easter-story 

 

 

Removing the Money Changers 

 

 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2019/04/16/holy-week-tuesday-cleansing-the-temple-6/
https://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/3498/trees-and-the-easter-story
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3.  Reflecting on Hymns 
Often we can spend time with the words of hymns - especially during Holy Week - and gain a 
new perspective of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Here is a suggestion for Tuesday  of Holy Week 
from Team Vicar Lesley Jones.  
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 
and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
When we sing to God in heaven 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve known together 
of Christ’s love and agony. 

Words: Richard A. M. Gillard, 1977 

  
 

 
For a breathtaking piece of music (and words) Please turn to page 7 for a very special 

video link selected by our Music Director, Catherine Orton. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_ufwqwquqY 

 

Tracy and Pam have both suggested we could look at 

a different verse of “My Song is Love Unknown” each 

day.   

So, today we have verse 2:  

 He came from his blest throne,     

salvation to bestow;     

but men cared not, and none the longed-

for Christ would know.     

But oh, my Friend, my Friend indeed, 

who at my need his life did spend!  
                                                             Samuel Crossman 
 

 

 
  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_ufwqwquqY
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4. Bible Readings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the 

light just a little while longer. Walk while you have 

the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever 

walks in the dark does not know where they are 

going. Believe in the light while you have the light, 

so that you may become children of light.” When 

he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself 

from them.  

Footnotes  
a. John 12:32 The Greek for lifted up also       
    means exalted.  

… and the Psalm for today: 

Psalm 71: 1-14 
1 In you, LORD, I have taken refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame. 
2 In your righteousness, rescue me and deliver 
me; 
    turn your ear to me and save me. 
3 Be my rock of refuge, 
    to which I can always go; 
give the command to save me, 
    for you are my rock and my fortress. 
4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the 
wicked, 
    from the grasp of those who are evil and cruel. 
5 For you have been my hope, Sovereign LORD, 
    my confidence since my youth. 
6 From birth I have relied on you; 
    you brought me forth from my mother’s 
womb. 
    I will ever praise you. 
7 I have become a sign to many; 
    you are my strong refuge. 
8 My mouth is filled with your praise, 
    declaring your splendour all day long. 
9 Do not cast me away when I am old; 
    do not forsake me when my strength is gone. 
10 For my enemies speak against me; 
    those who wait to kill me conspire together. 
11 They say, “God has forsaken him; 
    pursue him and seize him, 
    for no one will rescue him.” 
12 Do not be far from me, my God; 
    come quickly, God, to help me. 
13 May my accusers perish in shame; 
    may those who want to harm me 
    be covered with scorn and disgrace. 
14 As for me, I will always have hope; 
    I will praise you more and more. 

 

4. Bible Readings   

 Our Gospel reading of the day…  

John  12:20-36 (NRSVA)  

Jesus Predicts His Death  

Now there were some Greeks among those 

who went up to worship at the festival. They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 

Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we 

would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell 

Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.  

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the 

Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell 

you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 

ground and dies, it remains only a single 

seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 

Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while 

anyone who hates their life in this world will 

keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 

must follow me; and where I am, my servant 

also will be. My Father will honour the one 

who serves me.  

 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I 

say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 

was for this very reason I came to this hour. 

Father, glorify your name!”  

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 

glorified it, and will glorify it again.” The 

crowd that was there and heard it said it had 

thundered; others said an angel had spoken 

to him. Jesus said, “This voice was for your 

benefit, not mine. Now is the time for 

judgment on this world; now the prince of 

this world will be driven out. And I, when I am 

lifted up[a] from the earth, will draw all 

people to myself.” He said this to show the 

kind of death he was going to die. The crowd 

spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that 

the Messiah will remain forever, so how can 

you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? 

Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”  (Contd.) 

 
Find more Bible passages here:  
https://www.biblegateway.com/ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
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5. Things to Make and Do  
     Karen Burgess our Ignite Enabler and Ordinand has found an activity for us. 
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Did you know you can become a member of Lindisfarne Scriptorium and download a free 

colouring page ever day in Holy Week - and catch up on the ones you missed? 

Visit https://www.lindisfarne-scriptorium.co.uk/free-easter-colouring-download 

 

You can also find free dowloadable resources here: at teachstarter.com (and lessons too!) 

https://www.teachstarter.com/gb/teaching-resource/easter-cards-gb/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

And don’t forget you can find lots of puzzles on line here: https://biblepuzzles.com/ 

                              

https://www.lindisfarne-scriptorium.co.uk/free-easter-colouring-download
https://www.teachstarter.com/gb/teaching-resource/easter-cards-gb/
https://biblepuzzles.com/
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6. Video Link – Recommended by our Music Director  

Director Catherine Orton has selected a deeply moving piece for our Tuesday reflections – 
there is also a link to the original Latin too. 

 

 

 

 

Or you can find a version in Latin here: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkA9pJSvjm0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Suggestions for further reading  

The Lent Prose: Hear Us O Lord (Attende Domine) 
This is the English language version of the original 10th Century Mozarabic hymn, Attende Domine, 

which is especially appropriate for Lent.  Here it's led by George Curnow, Senior Cantor at the 
Church of St. Martin in Roath: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpZb_hrAU-4 

 

 

The words in English: 
 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we have sinned against thee. 
 

To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory: 
lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings: 
listen, O Jesu, to our supplications. 
 

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we have sinned against thee. 
 

O thou chief cornerstone, right hand of the Father: 
way of salvation, gate of life celestial: 
cleanse thou our sinful souls from all defilement. 
 

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we have sinned against thee. 
 

God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated: 
bow down and hearken to thy weeping children: 
pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses. 
 

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we have sinned against thee. 
 

Sins oft committed, now we lay before thee: 
with true contrition, now no more we veil them: 
grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution. 
 

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we have sinned against thee. 
 

Innocent captive, taken unresisting: 
falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced, 
save us, we pray thee, Jesu, our Redeemer. 
 
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we have sinned against thee. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkA9pJSvjm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpZb_hrAU-4
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8. Organist’s Choice 

Our church may be closed at the moment, but our organist Nigel MacArthur is still thinking 

about the music. In fact, he suggests a Voluntary that sits perfectly on Tuesday of Holy 

Week: 

Olivier Penin, Grandes Orgues Sainte Clotilde Paris VII  

J.S. Bach (1685-1750) Sinfonia Cantata BWV 29 transcription Marcel Dupré (1886-1971)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKXlzI0pKO4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the meantime, our Lay Minister Elizabeth Sabine has yet another  

recommendation if you are able to find a copy.   

There’s a good story on Holy Week in “52 Original Wisdom Stories.”  

by Penelope Wilcock. 

 

 

This is our Lent Book for 2020, we began reading it from Ash 

Wednesday and the author, Revd Dr. Gordon Giles, uses everyday 

objects you would find in your home, to help us consider 

different aspects of discipleship and faith.  

  

Revd Gordon has made each Holy Week reflection available to 

everyone and is reading a chapter a day - and you can find the 

reflection for Tuesday of Holy Week (A Purse) – “Money Talks” 

here:  

https://stmarymagdalene.church/at-home-in-lent-holy-week/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKXlzI0pKO4
https://stmarymagdalene.church/at-home-in-lent-holy-week/
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9. Thought for the Day By Tracy Williams 

Such a strange mix of days, do you know the hymn: 

       My song is love unknown,  
       my Saviour’s love to me, 
       love to the loveless shown, 
        that they might lovely be. 
       O who am I, that for my sake 
       my Lord should take frail flesh and die?                        

Samuel Crossman 
 

Oh, who am I ? more to the point who was this man who appeared in the Temple courts, 
this man who the Chief Priests and Elders, those who knew the Law so well, did not know 
how to deal with? 
 

They asked him questions and Jesus answered them, they tested him, and Jesus challenged 
them. 
 

Yet at the same time this man Jesus was healing the blind and the lame and probably many 
others too, he came to the Temple and he called it his house. What a nerve … 
 

… Yet such was his desire to be there, his desire for others to freely enter, that he also 
cleared the space of those who exploited others, of those who corrupted others, of those 
who prevented others worshipping as they would wish too. 
 

Jesus understood zeal, he understood the focussed use of anger when faced with injustice. 
Jesus knew how to challenge, to call others to account, he knew that for inequality to 
flourish it needs to be either condoned by authority or hidden. So, when challenged with 
justifiable anger, exploitation was driven from the temple. 
 

There is a Holy Week lesson for us in these couple of days. Where we see exploitation, 
where we see inequality, where we see others in society struggling then it is our duty to call 
it out, to challenge, to do all that we can to negate its effects. 
 

There are other lessons as we journey into another Holy Week, lessons in the Journey that 
we are each on and they concern how we react to the light that Jesus is bringing into 
people’s lives. 
 

Following Jesus is not about doing our own thing, it is not about putting ourselves above 
the laws of our country, but it is about shining light on the regulations and laws. If they are 
not right, if they are not just, if individuals, real people, suffer as a result of them, then they 
must also be challenged and those who suffer because of them supported and cared for. 
How can we follow a Loving God and his obedient Son and not want to love others? If we 
think about what Jesus did as we journey through Holy Week, if we think of how people 
were drawn to him, if we realise that he raised doubts, even in the minds of the religious 
leaders of the time, then what else can we do but question for ourselves. 
 

And if question, we may will find, as with the anointing at Bethany by a woman who loved 
him so much, that we too need to fall on our knees before Jesus and pour out our gratitude 
too. 
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Too truly believe is a wonderful thing, but it is also a hard thing to do, doubts creep in, 
sometimes more than normal as we face the truth and the horror of what Jesus knew he 
was travelling towards, yet uncertainty and doubt also allow us to question, to examine, to 
challenge and often simply help us to see as Crossman expressed – 
 
- The unknown love that is given to us, to the loveless, to those journeying towards 
death and to all of us who triumph over it alongside and through Jesus as we are offered the 
chance to become his beloved friends forever. 
 

10. A Prayer for Holy Week By Karen Burgess 

Father, we praise you that when we are weak, 
we can rely on your strength. 
When we are poor in spirit, 
you fill us with joy. 
When we are empty, 
you flood our lives with peace. 
When we are hurting, 
you hold us in your care. 
When we are lost or losing our way, 
you find us and welcome us home. 
When we are in the wrong, 
you love us still, 
and when we are defeated by life, 
you give us victory in the power of the Spirit. 
When we are breaking or broken, 
you make us whole. 
When we turned our back on you 
and your will for us, 
when we were filled with selfishness and sin, 
you sent Christ to live our life, to die in our place. 
When we felt we could go no further 
and everything seemed empty and hopeless, 
Christ showed us his hands and his side 
and you called us to worship and to begin again. 
We praise you, Father, for your all-sufficient grace. 
We now know that there is nothing we can say or do 
that will mean you will stop loving us. 
We know too that no matter what we face 
or what we are trying to cope with 
or what battles we are fighting, 
your love is sufficient for all our needs. 
We ask that your Spirit will guide, protect and empower us 
and that all we say and do 
will bring honour to your name, 
for Christ’s sake. 
Amen.  

Please do tune in for Morning Prayer, 
we are here every day at 10.30, on St. 

Michael’s Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSitti
ngbourne/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/

