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1. Walking through Holy Week: Easter Day 

with our Lay Minister Tracy Williams. 

 

 

We waited Together …  

We journeyed together to this Day …   

Today It is Sunday and It is Easter Day 

Jesus is Risen ….  

He is Risen Indeed …  

Alleluia 

Find a bell and ring it hard,  

find an instrument and make a noise,  

sing a song, clap your hands 

Jesus is Alive …  

Our mistakes are forgiven …  

New Life Assured …  

We are so Precious in his sight 

YOU are loved,  

YOU are forgiven,  

YOU are held tight and Hugged 

Resurrection 
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2. Poetry  
 

Sonnet 15 – Easter Dawn by Malcolm Guite 

 

He blesses every love which weeps and grieves 
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept 
And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s 
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept 
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs 
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air. 
She turns, but cannot focus through her tears, 
Or recognise the Gardener standing there. 
She hardly hears his gentle question ‘Why, 
Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light 
That brightens as she chokes out her reply 
‘They took my love away, my day is night’ 
And then she hears her name, she hears Love say 
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day. 
 

You can listen to Malcolm read this here: 
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2019/04/21/easter-day-station-xv-and-a-new-easter-aubade/ 

 
Celebrate Our Saviour By Joanna Fuchs 

 

On Easter morn, we celebrate our Savior; 

Whatever people seek in Him, they find. 

In history, there has never been another 

So holy, sacrificial, good and kind. 

 

His resurrection makes us all immortal; 

In heaven, we’ll be together with our King. 

Eternally we’ll share in all His blessings; 

Happy Easter! Jesus Christ is everything! 

 

You can find more of Joanna’s poems here:  

https://www.poemsource.com/Christian-easter-poems.html 

 
 

 

 

https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2019/04/21/easter-day-station-xv-and-a-new-easter-aubade/
https://www.poemsource.com/Christian-easter-poems.html
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3.  Reflecting on Hymns 
Often, we can spend time with the words of hymns - especially during Holy Week - and gain 
a new perspective of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Here is a suggestion for Easter Sunday from 
our Music Director Catherine Orton:  
 

From our own red hymn book, Hymn no. 501  
Now The Green Blade Riseth by J. M. C. Crum (1872 – 1958)  

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again,  
like wheat that springeth green. 

In the grave they laid Him, Love whom we had slain, 
Thinking that never  he would wake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

Love is come again,  
like wheat that springeth green. 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
 

Love is come again,  
like wheat that springeth green. 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
thy touch can call us back to life again; 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
 

Love is come again,  
like wheat that springeth green. 
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4. Bible Readings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our New Testament Reading is: 

Acts Chapter 10, verses 34 to 43 

Gentiles Hear the Good News 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I 

truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who 

fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36 You know the message 

he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 

all. 37 That message spread throughout 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: 38 how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did 

both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 

him to death by hanging him on a 

tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day 

and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God 

as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 

commanded us to preach to the people and 

to testify that he is the one ordained by God 

as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone 

who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name.’ 

 

 

 

Our Old Testament Reading for Today is: 

Jeremiah Chapter 31, verses 1 to 6 
(NRSVA) 

The Joyful Return of the Exiles 

31 At that time, says the LORD, I will be 

the God of all the families of Israel, and 

they shall be my people. 

2 Thus says the LORD: 

The people who survived the sword 

    found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 
3     the LORD appeared to him[a] from far 

away.[b] 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

    therefore I have continued my 

faithfulness to you. 
4 Again I will build you, and you shall be 

built, 

    O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall take[c] your tambourines, 

    and go forth in the dance of the 

merrymakers. 
5 Again you shall plant vineyards 

    on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant, 

    and shall enjoy the fruit. 
6 For there shall be a day when sentinels 

will call 

    in the hill country of Ephraim: 

‘Come, let us go up to Zion, 

    to the LORD our God.’ 

Footnotes: 

a. Jeremiah 31:3 Gk: Heb me 
b. Jeremiah 31:3 Or to him long ago 
c. Jeremiah 31:4 Or adorn yourself with 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A1-6&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-19695a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A1-6&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-19695b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A1-6&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-19696c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A1-6&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-19695
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A1-6&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-19695
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A1-6&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-19696
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Our Gospel Reading for Easter Day is: 

John Chapter 20, verses 1 to 18 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

20 Early on the first day of the week, 

while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb and saw that the stone 

had been removed from the tomb. 2 So 

she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 

and said to them, ‘They have taken the 

Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 

know where they have laid him.’ 3 Then 

Peter and the other disciple set out and 

went towards the tomb. 4 The two were 

running together, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb 

first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw 

the linen wrappings lying there, but he 

did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, 

following him, and went into the tomb. 

He saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, 7 and the cloth that had been on 

Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 

wrappings but rolled up in a place by 

itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who 

reached the tomb first, also went in, and 

he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did 

not understand the scripture, that he 

must rise from the dead. 10 Then the 

disciples returned to their homes. 

 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the 

tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 

look[a] into the tomb; 12 and she saw two 

angels in white, sitting where the body of 

Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 

the other at the feet. 

 13 They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 

weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have 

13 They said to her, ‘Woman, why are 

you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They 

have taken away my Lord, and I do 

not know where they have laid 

him.’ 14 When she had said this, she 

turned round and saw Jesus standing 

there, but she did not know that it 

was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, 

‘Woman, why are you weeping? For 

whom are you looking?’ Supposing 

him to be the gardener, she said to 

him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid 

him, and I will take him 

away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She 

turned and said to him in 

Hebrew,[b] ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means 

Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not 

hold on to me, because I have not 

yet ascended to the Father. But go to 

my brothers and say to them, “I am 

ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your 

God.”’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, ‘I have 

seen the Lord’; and she told them 

that he had said these things to her. 

Footnotes: 

a. John 20:11 Gk lacks to look 
b. John 20:16 That is, Aramaic 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26868a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26873b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26868
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A1-18&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26873
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5. Things to Make and Do 

Something to colour… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And a gentle reminder that you can find lots of puzzles on line here: https://biblepuzzles.com/ 

 

https://biblepuzzles.com/
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Roxane has found you an Easter cookie recipe and a puzzle:! 

Easter Surprise Cookies 

INGREDIENTS 

Cookie 
• 2/3 cup sugar 
• 1 cup Butter, softened 
• 1 large Egg 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 1 teaspoon vanilla 
• 2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour 
• 48 jelly beans 

DIRECTIONS 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
2. Combine all cookie ingredients except flour and jelly beans in bowl. Beat at 

medium speed, scraping bowl often, until well mixed. Stir in flour until well mixed. 
3. Shape rounded teaspoons of dough into 1-inch balls. Place 1 jelly bean in centre of 

each ball making sure candy is covered with dough. Place cookies 2 inches apart 
onto ungreased cookie sheets. Bake 15-18 minutes or until edges are lightly 
browned. Cool completely. 

4. Combine powdered sugar and enough milk for desired glazing consistency in bowl; 
stir until smooth. Tint coconut with food colour, if desired. Dip tops of cookies in 
glaze; sprinkle with coconut. 

 
 

Glaze 
• 1 1/2 cups powdered sugar 
• 5 to 6 teaspoons milk 
• 1 1/3 cups sweetened flaked coconut 
• Food colouring, if desired 

Find more resources at www.sermon4kids.com  

http://www.sermon4kids.com/
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6. Video Link – Recommended by our Music Director, Catherine 
Orton:  

Easter Day  

Blessed Be The God And Father by S.S.Wesley … 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSpsrRJmQKk 

 

 

 

 

… and Ye Choirs of New Jerusalem by Stanford   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LrQSLCrPvs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSpsrRJmQKk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LrQSLCrPvs
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7. Suggestions for further reading  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Organist’s Choice 

Our church may be closed at the moment, but our organist Nigel MacArthur is still thinking 

about the music. In fact, he suggests the following pieces that sit perfectly on Easter Day: 

Here is an organ voluntary for Easter Day: 

 
**J.S.Bach's Fugue in G Minor BWV 578 performed by Charlie Brusquini in Kristine Kryrka, 
Falun, Sweden. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdCuA7SbzaM 

 

This is our Lent Book for 2020, we began reading it from Ash 

Wednesday and the author, Revd Dr. Gordon Giles, uses 

everyday objects you would find in your home, to help us 

consider different aspects of discipleship and faith.  

Revd Gordon has made each Holy Week reflection available to 

everyone and is reading a chapter a day - and you can find the 

reflection for Easter Day and Every Day   – Dazzling Light - 

“Everyday Resurrection” here: 

https://stmarymagdalene.church/at-home-in-lent-holy-

week/easter-day-and-every-day-dazzling-light/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdCuA7SbzaM
https://stmarymagdalene.church/at-home-in-lent-holy-week/easter-day-and-every-day-dazzling-light/
https://stmarymagdalene.church/at-home-in-lent-holy-week/easter-day-and-every-day-dazzling-light/
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And a Psalm and Canticles for Choral Evensong: 
**Psalm 105 sung by the Choir of Worcester Cathedral. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHC-uJMpe-s 

 

**Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in A by C.V. Stanford. It is sung by the Kampen Boys Choir 
from the Netherlands (in perfect English!) They sang in Canterbury Cathedral last year, 
accompanied by Charlie Francis who has played the organ at the Saturday morning recitals 
in St Michael's Church on several occasions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aPfJrnaGx4 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cuvok2AcOZ0 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHC-uJMpe-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aPfJrnaGx4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cuvok2AcOZ0
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9. Thought for the Day by The Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover 

Hear Bishop Rose’s Easter Day reflection for Sittingbourne by clicking here: 

https://soundcloud.com/canterburydiocese/thought-for-the-day-easter-sunday 

10. A Prayer for Easter Day  

Grant, Lord, 
that we who are baptized into the death 
      of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
may continually put to death our evil desires 
      and be buried with him; 
and that through the grave and gate of death 
we may pass to our joyful resurrection; 
through his merits, 
who died and was buried and rose again for us, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

You can find more prayer resources on the Church of England’s Website here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please do tune in for Morning Prayer, we are here every day at 10.30, on 
St. Michael’s Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/ 

 

 

You can download our Service Booklet for Easter by visiting: 

https://media.acny.uk/media/Morning_Prayer_for_Easter_-_pagination.pdf 

 

https://soundcloud.com/canterburydiocese/thought-for-the-day-easter-sunday
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/
https://media.acny.uk/media/Morning_Prayer_for_Easter_-_pagination.pdf

