
 St Mary and All Saints, Dunsfold 
    Sunday, April 19, 2020 

  

    ePEWS NEWS 
  
YOU MAY BE AT HOME BUT YOU’RE       
           STILL IN TOUCH 
                    
                                                                 
        SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  

   The incredulity of Saint Thomas (Caravaggio) 
  

  

COLLECT FOR 2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER: 
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son 
to die for our sins and to rise again for our 
justification: grant us so to put away the leaven 
of  malice and wickedness that we may always 
serve you in pureness of  living and truth; 
through the merits of  your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

READINGS: 
OT: Exodus 14: 10-end, 15: 20-21 
NT: Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 
GOSPEL: John 20: 19-end. 

Dunsfold Church Community and how 
we are responding to Coronavirus

The shopping missions continue and we’re finding 
the best times to visit our local supermarkets. We 
also hope that the regular phone calls are a source of 
support to those in the parish who feel lonely, afraid 
or isolated during the current lockdown. 

If you want help or simply a call to have a chat with 
a friendly voice please don’t hesitate in contacting 
one of the three people listed below and they will 
instigate action.  

We’ve even been blessed with more volunteers 
offering to help in our work. So don’t feel you’re 
without support at this strange time for everybody, 
not only in the UK but around the world.  

Reverend Ian Maslin 200048 
reviandunsfoldandhascombe@gmail.com 
Sheila Jones Churchwarden 200204 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com 
David Walker Churchwarden 201140 
davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk  

Please search online to study a larger screen 
version of Caravaggio’s masterpiece of 
Doubting Thomas. It is a staggering painting 
with Jesus’ hand guiding Thomas finger into 
the hole in his side. Thomas, and two other 
disciples, scrutinise the injuries with immense 
intent. You’ll also see Thomas, who was 
believed to be a carpenter,  has gnarled, 
weathered hands and a tunic splitting on his 
left shoulder, suggesting he was a real working 
man.  

CONGRATULATIONS 

We send our best wishes to Mary and Peter 
Hardcastle who this weekend (Saturday, 
April 18) celebrate their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary. The Hardcastle wedding 
almost eclipsed the other big news story of 
that very week. It was 50 years ago that Paul 
McCartney announced the Beatles were 
splitting up. 

Coronavirus issues will prevent a family 
party but we hope the magic of the 
worldwide web will help unite the 
Hardcastle clan and their friends.   



REFLECTIONS ON THE 
GOSPEL READING BY 
REVEREND IAN MASLIN 

In Bleak House the author, Charles Dickens, 
has one of his characters, a Mr Chadband, say 
with great emphasis: “What is peace? Is it 
war? - No. Is it strife? – No 
“Is it lovely and gentle and beautiful and 
pleasant and serene and joyful? – Oh Yes!” 
And what is it for us? We have an uneasy 
peace when opponents watch each other over 
a gun barrel. 
We have peace because the children are not 
making a noise. We “need peace”, we say, 
when perhaps all we need is a little sleep. 
But what did Christ give to His disciples when 
He said, “Shalom” – “Peace be with you”? 
Twice He said it and then breathed on them 
the Holy Spirit. 
An ordinary greeting suddenly becomes one of 
enormous significance. The disciples were 
afraid; they had seen what the wrath and the 
power of the High Priest could do. What hope 
for them, if even He could not defend himself? 
And so, they gathered in fear, behind closed 
doors. Only when Jesus greeted them and 
showed them the wounds that He still bore did 
they allow the joy of recognition to surface. 
But Thomas was not there. One can imagine 
him in grief and disbelief and in doubt, refusing 
to take their words as truth. He had lost, in 
Jesus, one of the most important people in his 
life and he was devastated. 
Some of us here may well have lost loved 
ones, especially during this terrible time for our 
country and our world, and so perhaps we can 
sympathise with Thomas; our world just falls 
apart, and we often don’t think straight. 
But, with palpable love, Christ offers Thomas 
the proof he needs; offers him evidence of His 
wounds, the certainty of His physical presence. 
Then, speaking into the future, Christ’s words 
are to reach each one of us in our doubts and 
our questionings. 
 “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.” 
Another beatitude for His Church to take with it 
to the end of time. 
And so, He breathed on them, the same word 
is used as when God breathed life into Adam. 

Christ breathed life into His fledgling Church 
which now, certain in His resurrection, was 
ready to carry His peace into the world outside 
that room. 
We touch Christ, too, whenever we help 
someone who is hurt or in need. When we 
listen with patience, when we comfort a child, 
value the elderly or the infirm. When we take 
hold of each day of our lives and give to Him 
what we do. 
Through such experiences, we receive Christ’s 
peace, His comforting presence. 
Tradition says Thomas carried the Gospel 
message to India and beyond, and, of course, 
he is often called ‘Doubting Thomas’. 
But the irony is that Thomas’s faith was never 
really in doubt, certainly not by Jesus. Because 
it was the invitation of Christ, “do not doubt but 
believe” that called from Thomas the prayer of 
utter faith: “My Lord and my God!”  
Amen 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS: 

CHURCH: We pray for the church to remain 
energised in attempting to help people 
through the coronavirus nightmare.  

WORLD: With half the world now in lockdown 
we pray for the global medical 
profession as they care for people of all 
creeds and colours in the current 
pandemic. 

THE SICK: Sue Bowden, Camilla Fryer, Sandra 
Baxter-Brown, Sally Rivett, Jackie 
Williams, Judy Bolt, Sue and Dennis 
Evans, Peter Hutley, Sally Davis, Lorna 
Thompson, Francesca, Paul Wiltshire, 
Sami Bennewith, Dru Ridley. 

THE DEPARTED: Mary Doyle, Phil Miles. John 
Jenkinson and Reverend Pauline Lucas, 
vicar of Plaistow and Kirdford. 

PLEASE STAY IN TOUCH: 

For the latest daily news of  events in our parish 
and the diocese please go to our website: A 
Church Near You Dunsfold. And if  there’s 
anything you want to make us aware of  please 
email davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk 




