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OUR PRAYER: 

In the depths of our isolation we 

cry to you, Lord God: give light in 

our darkness and bring us out of 

the prison of our despair; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

EASTER CELEBRATIONS: 

Here are a few ideas for those 

families planning to celebrate 

the Easter holiday season from 

home, can try these ideas that 

offer a treat for children: 

http://tenww.co.uk/news/Retail/Ce

lebrating_Easter_at_home.pdf 

CORONA VIRUS PRAYER: 

Keep us, good Lord, under the 

shadow of your mercy. Sustain and 

support the anxious, be with those 

who care for the sick, lift up all who are 

brought low; that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us 

from your love in Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

P B 

These are indeed exceptional times that we are living in and witnessing!  

Many of us have never experienced living through a Great World War or 

the following Great Depression.  Some of us would have only be a ‘glimmer’ 

in our parents’ eyes, while others would not have yet been born.  Because of 

this, queuing to purchase groceries, being confined to our homes, and 

having limited income due to work closures gives us concern and we feel 

insecure.  
(continued) 

http://tenww.co.uk/news/Retail/Celebrating_Easter_at_home.pdf
http://tenww.co.uk/news/Retail/Celebrating_Easter_at_home.pdf
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And, yet the joy of Easter Sunday reminds us that we are called as people 

of faith, and more importantly – Hope.  Our Old Testament reading for 

Easter morning (Genesis 1.1-2.4a), reminds us of the light God brings to 

us and the world: 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 

while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  Then God 

said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the 

light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness… 

 
These opening scriptures to the Holy Bible remind us that while darkness 

is separated from light, it is not removed.  During these dark and sobering 

times, Jesus calls us to be God’s light in the world, to carry it within us 

and share it with others as we journey through life in him.  Our hope 

comes in knowing that the Holy Spirit – the Comforter – who raised 

Christ from the dead, continues to guide and live in us. 

In John’s Gospel (14.16-17a), Jesus reassures his disciples by saying: 

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to 

be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth...” 

This word, ‘Advocate’ in the ancient Greek (paraklētŏs) is also translated 

‘Comforter’ – and refers to ‘one called to bring or give aid to another.’  The 

Apostle Paul, in writing to the Church in Corinth (2 Corinthians 1.4-5), 

explains that this comfort comes from God and is shared with us through 

Christ:   

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of mercies and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our 

affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 

affliction with the same comfort with which we ourselves are 

comforted by God. For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant 

for us, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ. 

It may be a daily challenge for many of us not to be overcome by the 

darkness of loneliness, despair, fear or depression.  Each day as we say our 

morning or evening prayers – let us seek to find the light that brings 

companionship, hope, assurance and resilience in the strength and 

comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

Church Contact Information 

Parish Office:  07598 969705 

Parish Priest: The Revd Dr Rosalyn Murphy - drrftmurphy@outlook.com 

Churchwarden: George Haynes (07934 196407) - haynesgeorge378@gmail.com 

 

For Quiet Reflection 

God, Divine and Holy 

Comforter, bring your 

light and restoring 

presence to the dark 

places in my life. Give 

me hope when I feel 

defeated, fill me with 

your love and kindness 

when I feel pain. 

mailto:drrftmurphy@outlook.com
mailto:haynesgeorge378@gmail.com
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Preparation  My trust is in you, O’ Lord 

                      I have said, “You are my God.” 

Praise We adore you, O Christ,  

             and we bless you, 

             because by your holy cross  

             you have redeemed the world 
 

Holy God, holy and strong, 

holy and immortal 

have mercy upon us. 

We glory in your cross, O’ Lord, 

and praise and glorify your holy resurrection: 

by virtue of the cross 

joy has come to the whole world. 

The Word of God   Psalm 

                              New Testament 

Prayer  On this day that the Lord has made, 

             let us pray for all he has redeemed. 

That we may live as those who believe  

   in the triumph of the cross: 

That all people may receive the good news  

   of Christ’ victory: 

That those born to new life in the waters of     

  baptism may know the power of his   

  resurrection: 

(continue to next column…) 

That those who suffer pain and anguish 

   may find healing and peace in the wounds  

   of Christ: 

That in the undying love of Christ we may be 

   united with all who have died in the faith of  

   Christ: 

Let us commend the world, in which Christ rose 

from the dead, to the mercy and protection of 

Almighty God. 

The Easter Collect    

Grant, Lord, that we who are baptized into the 

death of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ may 

continually put to death our evil desires and be 

buried with him; that through the grave and gate of 

death we may pass to our joyful resurrection; 

through his merits, who died and was buried and 

rose again for us, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And, lead 

us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for 

ever and ever.  Amen. 

Conclusion May Christ our Saviour give us peace. 

                    Amen. 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you interested in Exploring Prayer?  Join 

the Archbishop of Canterbury, ++Justin in this 

new 5-part series. Click on or copy the link 

below to go directly to the Archbishop’s site. 

Use this period of  ‘self-isolation’ to grow in your 

daily prayer life. 

https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/explo

ring-prayer 

Following the Prime Minister’s statement on 

23rd March, concerning the COVID-19 virus 

the Church of England is leading the way to 

help save lives and protect our NHS.  The 

Archbishops have written to all clergy in 

support of the measures, requiring that 

churches close for private worship and public 

services. 

Our church buildings are therefore now closed 

for public worship, private prayer and all other 

meetings and activities until further notice. 

 

https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/exploring-prayer
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/exploring-prayer
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-address-to-the-nation-on-coronavirus-23-march-2020
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/church-england-close-all-church-buildings-help-prevent-spread-coronavirus
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/church-england-close-all-church-buildings-help-prevent-spread-coronavirus
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Prayer Resources 
Online 

Church of England     

www.churchofengland.org 

Coventry Diocese 

www.dioceseofcoventry.org 

 

 

I will stand at my watch post, and station myself  

on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he 

will say to me, and what he will answer 

concerning my complaint.  
Habakkuk 2.1 

There is no waiting on God for help, and there is no help from God, without 
watchful expectation on our part. If we ever fail to receive strength and defence 
from Him, it is because we are not on the lookout for it. Many offered comfort 
from heaven goes past us, because we are not standing on our watch-tower to 
catch the far-off indications of its approach, and to fling open the gates of our 
heart for its entrance. The one whose expectation does not lead them to be on 
the alert for its coming will get but little. Watch for God in the events of your 
life. 

The old homely proverb says: “They that watch for provision 

will never want a provision to watch for…" 

And, you may turn it the other way and say: "They that do not  

watch for provision will never have a provision to watch for…" 

We want to be more business-like and use common sense with God in pleading 
promises. If you were to go to one of the banks, and see a man go in and out 
and lay a piece of paper on the table, and take it up again and nothing more--if 
he did that several times a day, I think there would soon be orders to keep the 
man out. 

Unless you put out your water-jars when it rains you will catch no water. Those 
who come to the bank in earnest present their checks, they wait until they 
receive their gold, and then they go; but not without having transacted real 
business. 

They do not put the paper down, speak about the excellent signature, and 
discuss the excellent document; but they want their money for it, and they are 
not content without it. These are the people who are always welcome at the 
bank, and not triflers. Sadly, a great many people play at praying. They do not 
expect God to give them an answer, and thus they are mere triflers. Our 
Heavenly Father would have us do real business with Him in our praying. 
— C. H. Spurgeon 

 

Remember, “thine expectation shall not be cut off.” 

Radio Worship  
Online 

Christian Life Radio 

BBC Radio 4 

Prayer for the Day (5:43am) 

Sunday Worship (8:10am) 

Wednesday Evensong (3:30pm) 

Premiere Christian Radio 

Premiere Praise Radio 

 

 

http://www.churchofengland.org/
http://www.dioceseofcoventry.org/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/what-is-heaven-like-11636670.html
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What is Easter really about? 

On this very special Easter 
Sunday, I greet you in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit.  

No Easter Sunday would be 
complete without a message to 
focus on the true meaning of 
Easter.  Although unusual and 
extenuating circumstances 
prevent us from being together, 
as the body of Christ – I want to 
reassure each of you with the 
gospel message, “He is not dead!  
He has been raised, even as he 
said!” 

You see, Easter isn’t really about 
coloured eggs, chocolate bunnies, 
or even wearing bright pastel 
colours as we enter into Spring.  
All of that is fine, as it expresses a 
sense of hope for better days to 
come, warmer weather, the joy of 
families and children celebrating  

together, and even the assurance 
we ladies often feel as we refresh 
last year’s wardrobe.   

The reality of Easter is that 
Jesus was born to die—and to 
rise again!  That was the single 
purpose of the Incarnation. On 
the cross, Jesus faced God’s 
judgment for us.  This selfless act 
made salvific grace possible; and 
it demonstrated an extension of 
God’s incredible love for us.   

The salvific grace of God makes 
reconciliation possible! It’s an 
opportunity for each of us to be 
restored in harmonious 
relationship with God. You see, 
nails did not hold Jesus to that 
cross — love did!  Jesus talked 
about his mission frequently. He 
was destined to go to Calvary’s 
cross. His life was not taken from 
him; instead, he willingly gave it 
up for us.  

So, how does it happen?  How do 
we receive God’s grace?  First, we 
must admit that we are a sinner.  
Some of us find this hard to 
admit.  But, the Bible says that, 
“… all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) 

Next, we need to accept that 
Jesus died on the cross for us. 
And, willingly repent — by 
asking God’s forgiveness. This 
means we’re prepared to change 
the direction of our life (and, our 
lifestyle) — turning from sin, and 
allowing Christ to be our Lord 
and Saviour.  In fact, we give 
Jesus control over our lives.  

No one else can make this choice 
for you. It’s your decision that 
determines how you will spend 
eternity.  It all hinges on this —
you choosing to receive God’s 
forgiveness and salvific grace. 
This is what Easter is really 
about! 

A Special Easter Message 

…the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know 
that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is 
not here; for he has been raised, even as he said.”   

                                                                                   Matthew 28.5-6 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/3-23.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/3-23.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/3-23.html

