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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Sometime has passed since I last wrote to you. I do hope that you are surviving and 
coping with the current lockdown as best you can. As the weeks of isolation and social 
distancing now turn into months no doubt many of us will be struggling with current 
situation. Please be assured that our churches both locally and nationally are doing all that 
we possibly can to support and pray for you and your loved ones at this time. In this letter 
I wish to share with you some information about a variety of aspects of church life in the 
coming weeks and months. These are uncertain times and the clergy and wardens are still 

working our way through the wilderness as best we 
can, so some of this information may adapt and evolve 
in due course. 

Services and Prayers
Our church buildings may 
be closed but we are still 
very much alive as a 
worshipping community. 
We are continuing to offer 
a range of services online 
through our Facebook 
page YouTube channel. 
All of this can be accessed via the KCM website at: 
www.kcmtw.org. You do not need to have a YouTube or 
Facebook account to access the services. 
We are continuously evolving our worship and are currently 
establishing a new pattern of weekly worship. 
It may be some time until we are able to worship in our 
buildings again, but we will continue to offer you as many 
resources as we can until we are back together 
as a community once more. 
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Daily Hope is a free telephone 
number anyone can use. The 

number will play hymns, reflections 
and prayers. We hope this may 

provide some comfort for those who 
do not have internet access. 

Online Prayer Meeting and 
Services

Mondays at 7:30pm
Zoom Prayer meeting

Tuesdays at 6pm 
Evening Prayer

Wednesdays at 8pm 
Midweek Communion 

Fridays at 5pm 
All Age Evening Prayer 

on Facebook
Sundays

8:30am Holy Communion (BCP)
10am Holy Communion or 

All Age Service
Evening Services will vary

http://www.kcmtw.org


Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
Parish Churches are required to hold an APCM 
meeting each year. The meetings follow a formal 
report on all aspects of church life and review the 
past year’s financial activity. 
The Churchwardens and other members of the 
PCC are also elected at the meeting by those who 
are on the parishes electoral roll. APCM’s are an 
important part of church life. These meeting usually 
take place in April or May. 
Due to the current coronavirus situation, 
The Bishop of Rochester has extended the time 
period in which APCM’s can be held until 
the 31st of October. 
As we await advice from both the government and 
the national church over the relaxation of lockdown 
and social distances rules, I feel it would be not 
prudent to set a specific date at this time. 
Dates for the APCM’s will be given in due course 
and will most probably take place in the Autumn. 
Thank you to our churchwardens and PCC 
members for continuing in their roles during this 
time. 

PCC Meetings 
Both churches have now scheduled PCC 
meetings which will take place via Zoom. We will 
endeavour to provide alternative arrangements 
for those who do not have access to zoom, so 
that they are fully involved with our meetings.  
Thank you to those currently serving on the PCC 
for their continued involvement in supporting our 
churches.  
Members of the PCC are appointed to represent 
the parishioners of each parish church and are 
trustees of the churches charitable status. They 
serve to represent you.  
If you wish for your church to consider a 
proposal or wish to ask any questions about any 
aspect of church life, then please do address 
your enquires to the PCC. Our church offices will 
put you in touch with the respective PCC 
Secretary by request. 

Supporting our Churches Finances 
We understand that many members of both 
congregations are facing particularly difficult 

times with their personal finances and you are 
very much at the centre of our prayers.  

Both Churches have taken a number of steps 
to reduce our overheads as much as possible 

whilst maintaining open lines of communication 
through electronic means as a first resort, and 
printed material where necessary. Though our 

Churches and Halls are closed and heating 
and lighting has been reduced, our buildings 
continue to have significant running costs in 

terms of insurance and utilities etc. The loss of 
Hall bookings will have a significant impact on 
this year’s finances. Though we only have a 
very small team of paid administrators their 
work is vital to the running of both parishes. 
May I take this opportunity to thank them on 
behalf of all of us for the many hours of hard 
work they have contributed to our Churches 

during this period. 

A good proportion of our finances comes from 
those who give regularly by standing order to 
the churches. We are very grateful to all those 
who contribute regularly through our regular 

giving schemes.

Our Churches are however, reliant on fees from 
weddings and the generosity of those who give 
through our collections taken at regular Church 

Services, plus the occasional Offices of Baptisms, 
Weddings and Funerals. We are not alone in facing 
these difficulties as every church across the land, 

and indeed the world, will be in a similar 
predicament. 

Though we recognise the financial hardship facing 
many, if you have the means to increase your regular 
giving in even a small way, both our Churches would 

be very grateful. Equally, if you would usually give 
through our collection plates, may I please ask that 
you consider giving via our regular giving schemes. 

Any donations would be warmly welcomed 
at this time. 

Please contact either of our Church Treasurers 
for more information. 

You can do this via our Church Parish Offices. 

King Charles the Martyr Treasurer: Alan Lockie
St Mark’s Treasurer: Keith Root



 

With love and prayers  

The Reverend Laurence Powell 
Vicar of King Charles the Martyr, Tunbridge Wells. 
Priest-in-Charge of St Mark’s, Tunbridge Wells.  

Supporting One Another  
As we continue to work our way through 
these difficult times, it has been so 
wonderful to see the offers of help and 
support members of our Churches have 
offered to one another.  
Both our Churches have an abundant list of 
people ready to help and support you if you 
should find yourself in need. The help offers 
range from food and medical deliveries to 
those who are more than happy to spend 
some time on the phone.  
Sometimes a friendly chat can really 
brighten up the day. Please do get in touch 
with either of the Church Offices if you 
should need some support at this time and 
thank you to those offering their support.  

Vicar’s Aren’t Just for Live-Streaming 
It’s fair to say that the past few weeks of lockdown 
and Easter have been an extremely busy time for 

our ministry and administration teams.  
Thank you for bearing with us while we adjusted to 

so many new ways of conducted  
Services and Ministry.  

Now that Easter has past and things seem to be 
settling down, we would encourage you to make use 

of all our clergy and lay ministers.  
We are very blessed to have a loving, caring and 

talented team of Ministers across both our Parishes 
and we are here for you.  

Please do not feel guilty about contacting us as you 
are the reason that we all followed God’s call into 

Ministry. It may take us a little longer  
to get back to you at certain times of the week  

or month, but do persist and be assured of  
our commitment to you.  

I’d also encourage you to send us any prayer 
requests. Outside of the stresses of live streaming 

services, we all pray privately each day and are here 
to support you in your prayers too.  

Phone, e-mail, zoom, post or even pigeon!  
We don’t mind how you get in touch - we just  

want to know you are ok and to offer  
any support that we can. 

In May both our churches will be supporting 
Christian Aid as is our custom during May. 
More details of how you can support the 

2020 appeal will given soon. 




	Services and Prayers
	Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)

