
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

Easter Sunday. April 12
th

 2020 
The Feast of the Resurrection 

 

I wish you all a Happy Easter, quite genuinely. But the reality for all of us is that happy is 
not the most obvious adjective. Strange, bewildering, fearful even, but with many good 

signs of human resilience, good neighbourliness and people going the extra mile. 
 

We are being invited to sing at 10am Jesus Christ is Risen today – I shall be because I know 
it to be true; true not because I believe it, but because of what God has done; true not be-
cause of my unending faithfulness to God, but for God’s eternal faithfulness in humanity 

and all his creation. 
Alleluya Christ is risen, he is risen indeed, Alleluya. 

 
Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 

279232 or andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless."       Andrew 
 
 
 

Prayers for this Easter Week 
 

God of new creation, 
from the womb of the earth  you raised the Lord of Life: 

may we receive the word of women who braved soldiers’ spears, 
and met in the dawning light; may we live with morning joy, 

that love will never die, through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life. 
 

Colossians 3 v1-4 
 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seat-
ed at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are 
on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is 

your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.  



Gospel Reading Matthew 28 v1-10 
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and be-
came like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from 
the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my 
message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his dis-
ciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his 
feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 
to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’  

Meditation 
 

I think I have only ever experienced one earthquake, and at the time I did not know what it 
was, it just caused me to momentarily awake and turn over. It was around the turn of the centu-
ry when we lived in Redditch and it had its centre in the former coal mining area of Dudley 
about 20 miles away. It turn out to be strong enough however to loosen the stone crosses on the 
top of the gables of our church which duly fell off over the next year (you can see the remains 
of the fallen crosses in our front garden here). 
 
But, strong earthquakes can be some of the most frightening occurrences that our living planet 
can deliver us. As well as the obvious destruction and danger, everything that you experience 
as permanent, solid and unchanging is no longer so. In some earthquake liquefaction occurs so 
solid ground becomes as fluid as treacle. That which gives you security, your bearings, your 
very foundations is found to be questionable. There may be aftershocks, or this may be a prel-
ude to the big one. And that makes us frightened and insecure, for a long time; shaken to our 
very physical, mental and spiritual foundations. 
 
The Jordan Valley is a great rift valley, caused by the parting of two of the great tectonic plates 
that make up the earth’s crust, and sometimes the plates slip against each other as they move. 
Down in the Jordan valley the earth’s crust is so thin that the heat of the deep earth wells up to 
the surface. Jerusalem is similarly about 20 miles from this geological feature, so an earth-
quake, or rather two, one at Jesus death, and one on Easter morn, is quite believable. Physical, 
mental, spiritual and theological foundations shaken and insecurity and fear abounding. 
 
We have a plague, not an earthquake to contend with. But perhaps we have been shaken to the 
foundations, we are experiencing some insecurity, some fear. Things that we thought would 
not change, are. New ways of life have been given to us; isolation, health worries, a disease 
with no apparent cure, a cessation of meetings, gatherings, and yes, church worship services.  
 
A different kind of earthquake, but an earthquake nevertheless. 
 
Does God cause earthquakes? Does God cause plagues? How do I express love to those from 
whom I am separated? Who is my neighbour? Will I survive? What about those special to me? 
 
And so many more questions. Firm foundations seem to have crumbled, turned to liquid, or 
shaken us up. 



The first earthquake in Matthew, at Jesus’s death, splits the entrance to the temple from top to 
bottom. It splits open rocks and graves and it persuades the Roman Officer guarding Jesus to 
say “Truly this was the Son of God.” The women witness it, but they have no reported reac-
tion. 
 
The second earthquake in Matthew rolls back the stone to reveal it is empty and that He is 
Risen. The guards go into shock and become like death warmed up. The women are there, and 
they are told not only not to be afraid  but that Jesus is not here, and they look and see that 
that is true, they must go and tell the disciples that he is risen from the dead, and that he is go-
ing to Galilee, where they will indeed see him. 
 
This message is as much an earthquake as the ground shaking. It is not what is expected. It 
challenges. It does not seem likely. Things that were secure are no longer so. Foundations 
made flimsy. And plagues which spread round the world, with no cure, with pressure on inten-
sive care beds and oxygen, and social distancing, and lock down, economic uncertainty or 
meltdown, and for how long?  What will happen next? When and how will normality return? 
So what, if anything (for that is for you to judge), can this Easter earthquake story say to us. 
 
Well, for me it says, and I am not a geologist or a biologist, but a priest; 
 

 Earthquakes and Plagues are both part of God’s creation; tectonic plates and spewing 
volcanoes are part of the living planet that gives us minerals for use, and beautiful 
landscapes to explore and admire; viruses destroy bacteria and give a rich variety of 
lifeforms a chance, and we are enriched by variety and fecundity. But the resources of 
the earth can be used for building up or destroying, and a virus in the wrong species 
destroys, and that we as humanity sometimes have to remember that not all the world 
is for us and controlled by us. 

 That certainty, firm foundations, have their place and virtue; but can also become 
complacency or resistance to change, development and opportunity. 

 That death, however tragic or untimely, is not alienation or separation from God, for 
he embraces it, even in its most brutal form, and that God goes with us to the grave, 
and that in the grave we are with Him. 

 
Matthew gives us an earthquake to help us gauge the significance of the Easter events; and 
foundations are shattered, and through that shattering we can find Jesus. As plague shatters 
our lives, we can wrestle with what it means. But above all, to return to what is said to the 
women at the tomb, and to invite you to hear these words for yourselves in the here and now; 
 

 Do not be afraid. 
 He is not in the tomb. He has conquered death as separation from God. 
 Go and tell that He is Risen. 
 Go back to your lives, but they will be different in ways you cannot yet imagine. 
 You will find Jesus when you go to the future, not where you poke around in the past. 
 Looking in the tomb won’t help you find him, but you will see him in the future. 

 
Remember last week we heard in this same Matthew’s gospel, Jesus say at that first earth-
quake, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’. And today, after that second earth-
quake when he meets the women, he says, “Greetings!  Do not be afraid” and tells of how, 
when the disciples go into their future and on to a new normality, “there they will see me.”  
 
And so shall we.  

            God bless, Andrew 



PRAYERS and PRAISE 
 

Alleluya! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluya! 

 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
 

By his holy and glorious wounds may Christ our Lord guard us and keep us. 
He has given us new life and hope.   

 
God has claimed us as his own 

He has made us light to the world. 
 

Alleluya! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluya! 

 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises 

 
I reject evil influences and all rebellion against God. 

I renounce the deceit and corruption of evil. 
I repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour. 

I turn to Christ as Saviour. 
I submit to Christ as Lord. 

I come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life. 
 
I believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life,  the one for whom we exist. 

I  believe and trust in Jesus Christ, God the Son, who took our human nature, 
 died for us and rose again. 

I believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God 
 and makes Christ known in the world. 

 
This is the faith of the Church.  

We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

O unfamiliar God, we seek you in places you have already left,  
and fail to see you even when you stand before us.  

Grant us so to recognise your strangeness, that we need not cling to familiar grief,  
but may be freed to proclaim resurrection in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Christ has come to turn the world upside down: 

to humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. 
Christ has come to turn the tables: 

to topple vain idols and to stand with the poor 
Christ has come to shake the foundations of the world: 

to feed the hungry, to give sight to the blind, 
to strengthen the weary, to set the prisoners free. 

Christ has that we may never be afraid: 
to overthrow the present order with a revolution of love. 

Alleluya! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluya! 


