
St Edmund’s Taverham 

Worship for Sunday 26 April. 

 

The Road to Emmaus. 

 

It is already two weeks since we celebrated Easter - Jesus, risen from the dead. We remain in 

the season of Easter for a few more weeks and today we hear words from Luke's gospel as 

he tells of a life changing encounter Jesus has with two of his followers as they travel  from 

Jerusalem to Emmaus. 

As we worship together today let's pray that we may meet with the risen Lord and that our 

eyes are open to see something new about him and his presence in our lives.  

 

Song: Here I Am to worship lyrics by Michael W. Smith 

Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 

Opened my eyes, Let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore you 

Hope of a life spent with you 

 

Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that you're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

King of all days 

So highly exalted 

Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly you came to the earth you created 

All for love's sake became poor 

 

Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that you're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

I'll never know how much it cost 



To see my sin upon that cross 

 

Here I am to worship 

Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that you're my God 

You're altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

 

 

How has your week been? At the beginning of the year many of us started keeping Jars of 

Joy, a way to recall the blessings in our lives and God's goodness to us.  

Are you able to sense any of God's goodness at the moment? Take some time now to think 

about those things that have brought you joy and maybe write them down to put in your jar. 

 

 

 

Our reading today is from Luke 's gospel. 

Luke 24:13-35 Good News Translation (GNT) 

The Walk to Emmaus 

13 On that same day two of Jesus' followers were going to a village named Emmaus, about 

seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking to each other about all the things that 

had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked along 

with them; 16 they saw him, but somehow did not recognize him. 17 Jesus said to them, 

“What are you talking about to each other, as you walk along?” 

They stood still, with sad faces. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the 

only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that have been happening there these 

last few days?” 

19 “What things?” he asked. 



“The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. “This man was a prophet 

and was considered by God and by all the people to be powerful in everything he said and 

did. 20 Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and he was 

crucified. 21 And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! 

Besides all that, this is now the third day since it happened. 22 Some of the women of our 

group surprised us; they went at dawn to the tomb, 23 but could not find his body. They 

came back saying they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he is alive. 24 Some 

of our group went to the tomb and found it exactly as the women had said, but they did not 

see him.” 

25 Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe everything the 

prophets said! 26 Was it not necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and then to enter 

his glory?” 27 And Jesus explained to them what was said about himself in all the Scriptures, 

beginning with the books of Moses and the writings of all the prophets. 

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going 

farther; 29 but they held him back, saying, “Stay with us; the day is almost over and it is 

getting dark.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 He sat down to eat with them, took the 

bread, and said the blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to them. 31 Then their 

eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight. 32 They 

said to each other, “Wasn't it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and 

explained the Scriptures to us?” 

33 They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven disciples 

gathered together with the others 34 and saying, “The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared 

to Simon!” 

35 The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and how they had 

recognized the Lord when he broke the bread. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Time to confess our need for God's forgiveness. 

O Jesus Christ, sometimes we are so busy talking with each other that we fail to find you 

beside us.  

We walk on, so focussed on our questions that we do not create the silent spaces which 

would allow you to speak with us and enlighten our journeying. 

Silent reflection 

Stay with us, Jesus Christ. Reach out towards us  and invite us to pause and meet with you, 

we pray. 

As we look at our lives and that of the world around us, we are sometimes too anxious to 

share our real questions or our doubts and fears. We keep them within us in troubled silence. 

Silent reflection 

Stay with us, Jesus Christ. Reach out towards us and invite us to pause and meet with you, 

we pray.  

 

We call your name, O Christ, and hope to discover you here  

in our community of vulnerable faith. Amen. 

 

 

Words of Assurance 

Whether we believe it, or not, Jesus Christ never leaves us nor forsakes us. Let us open our 

hearts to receive the grace which Christ brings to us in faithfulness. We are forgiven! Thanks 

be to God.  (from Words for Worship) 

 

The collect for today. 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness 

and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace  

to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

Song Bless the lord lyrics by Matt Redman 

Bless the Lord, O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I worship Your holy name 

 

The sun comes up; it's a new day dawning 

It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes 

 

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing 

10,000 reasons for my heart to find 

 

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near and my time has come 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 

10,000 years and then forever more. 

 

 

A prayer of blessing. 

Lord Jesus, help us to see you in the ordinary. May we see and know your presence 

alongside us each step of the way and may our hearts burn within us as we recognise you in 

the ordinary and the extraordinary. And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit be with us this day and always. Amen. 

 

 

 


