
 
 
We hope that you can join with us in following this service starting at 8pm on Holy Saturday. 
(or another time if you need to) We will be experiencing our Holy Saturday Vigil at home, 
starting first outside  (if possible) and moving inside to wait for Christ together. 

 
To enjoy this vigil service to its fullest you will need: 
A bible 
A copy of the service 
5 candles  
 

Easter Vigil 8pm 

 
 
 

 

We light a candle (or a torch) outside  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night, when our Lord Jesus Christ 
passed from death to life, the Church invites her children throughout the world to come 
together in vigil and prayer, This is the Passover of the Lord. We remember his death and 
resurrection by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, confident that we shall share 
his victory over death and live with him forever in God. 

 
Christ yesterday and today, 
The beginning and the end, 
Alpha and Omega, 
All time belongs to him, 
And in all ages; 
To him be glory and power, 
Through every age and forever. Amen. 
 
We carry our candle to the threshold and we go inside. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 
First Reading   Genesis 1-2.4a 
 
We light a candle as we reflect on the light which the natural world provides us with. We 
think about how we may have stopped to stare at the night sky with a clearer view since 
lockdown began. About our appreciation of the heat and light given by the sun and how we 
feel when we receive these gifts. How the separation of the waters and the creation of the 
water cycle has shaped our relationship with water, its power over life and death and its 
ability to flood us or sustain us feels very unnerving.  



 
How the creator of the sun and moon created each one us, unique and freethinking who 
choose to follow the living God. 
 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 
Second Reading   Exodus 14 
 
We light a candle as we reflect on the story of the People of God leaving Egypt and being in 
the wilderness, wondering if they had been better to stay in slavery than to risk their lives in 
the desert. We too have been told to stay still, to wait for instructions and we too are not in 
control and fearful of what tomorrow may look like. How do you feel now we have been 
removed from our churches and are waiting for the new church to develop? We are each 
called to listen to God and to walk a path no one has walked before. 
 
Give us today our daily bread. 

 
 
Third Reading   Isaiah 66 
 
We light a candle and reflect upon the imagery of God as mother in Isaiah, the pain of 
labour and the creation of the new. The value of living as a people of God far outweighs 
public worship and that God is so powerful that she uses earth as footstool but so gentle the 
weak will be cared for and their enemies punished, a global but personal God. 
 
 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 

Fourth Reading   Ezekiel 37 
 
We light a candle and reflect upon the current Covid 19 crisis, about the lives lost and the 
people now grieving for loved ones. For the Keyworkers the NHS staff, the nursery workers, 
delivery drivers, shelve stackers and countless others all working for a common good. For 
where the light of Christ is burning in each street of our towns and villages, where is God 
dwelling today? 
 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

Gracious Lord we bring the whole of humanity to the cross, 
We are living in difficult and dangerous times, 
A time when to go to work, a shop or a friends is unsafe for all around the world 
We are safe in our homes and are learning how to love one another from afar, 
Help us Lord be a light for our communities, 
Help us to be faithful to our faith even when we are bored and frustrated, 
Allow us the grace to listen to others feeling pain and discomfort with wisdom and love 
Ensure that we follow the guidelines and are an example to others, 
Gift us the self-control to pray often, judge rarely and be a loving and helpful community, regardless 
of the spaces between us. 



 
Lord we are grateful, but we feel alone, as we wait for the sun to rise this Sunday morning, please 
give us a glimpse of your loving light, the light of the resurrection to come. 
 
 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen 

 

Please join us on our YouTube channel on Easter Day at 10.30am as we share the 
celebration. Christ is Risen, He his Risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

 


