
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you. 

 

12th April – Easter Sunday 
 

View Inside a Vicarage 
 
Hello, and a very Happy and Blessed Easter to you all.  
 
Easter Sunday is of course one of the most special days in the church’s year, and it does 
of course feel really strange not to be celebrating this Day of Resurrection, through all 
sorts of different acts of worship of praise, lighting the Paschal Candle and celebrating 
Holy Communion in our church buildings. However, although at the time of writing this 
Bulletin, we haven’t actually got to Easter Sunday, I do hope that by then I will have 
managed to have lit a candle in my garden to celebrate the dawning of Easter Sunday 
morning, and have taken part in the national initiative of “Sing Resurrection”. 
 



Singing has always been one of my greatest joys, and one of the things I am missing 
most as we journey through these strange times is not being able to join in singing 
hymns at church, and also to sing with my choir, the Oakville Singers. For music can 
help bring much joy and happiness when we have good things to celebrate, but it can 
equally lift our spirits and bring comfort, when we need we feel to find peace, 
tranquillity and reassurance, as we journey through anxious, worrying and difficult 
times in our lives.  
 
The Sing Resurrection initiative has for me this Easter, therefore been a great 
opportunity to share in Easter praise with others by singing in my garden, knowing that 
other people will be similarly singing the words of two of our great Easter hymns – 
Jesus Christ is Risen Today and Thine be the Glory, at the same time around the country. 
For the words within these hymns not only help us to express and declare joy at the 
rising of Jesus from the grave, affirming our faith and all that the Resurrection stands 
for, but they also remind us that these words have been sung by countless generations 
of Christians, who throughout the decades have experienced similar joys and 
challenges to those we are currently experiencing, albeit in different ways, and through 
everything they have endured, their faith has shone down through the ages; Their 
assurance in the love of Jesus and all achieved through His Crucifixion and Resurrection 
has been passed down from family to family, so that today that same faith and joy 
continues to support, comfort, strengthen and provide us, so that we can share in that 
confidence which enables us to declare Jesus is alive, present and working in our world 
today.  
 
So I hope with that assurance, you will all be able today to enjoy some time connecting 
with family and friends via the telephone, FaceTime or through one of the many ways 
which we now have which enables us to keep in touch with each other; And, I hope you 
will, like me, be able to celebrate the end of the Lent, by eating a chocolate Easter egg, 
or enjoying a glass of wine or something else, or by taking part in an Easter egg hunt in 
your garden with those you live with. These are all some of the pleasures we can still 
enjoy, even in this time of isolation.  
 
Easter therefore is still special, and as such we should celebrate in whatever ways we 
can; So however, you spend this Easter, above all, I hope you will experience afresh the 
joy of the resurrection, and the knowledge that Jesus is Risen, now and forever.  
 
Have a wonderful Easter. 
 

Allison 
Reverend Allison Davies 

Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the 
Bredon Hill Group 

 
Prayer to say when lighting a candle at dawn on Easter Sunday 
Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, Alpha and Omega, all time belongs 
to Him and all ages; To Him be glory and power, through every age and for ever. Amen 



Sing Resurrection Hymns to sing on Easter Sunday morning at 10.00am 

Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia, 
our triumphant holy day; alleluia, 
who did once upon the cross; alleluia, 
suffer to redeem our loss; alleluia! 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing; Alleluia, 
unto Christ our heavenly king; alleluia, 
who endured the cross and grave; alleluia, 
sinners to redeem and save: alleluia! 

From Surrexit Christus hodie, anon., C14, trans. John Baptist Walsh in Lyra Davidica, 1708 

Thine be the Glory 

1 Thine be the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 
endless is the vict’ry Thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where Thy body lay. 

Refrain: 
Thine be the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; 
endless is the vict’ry Thou o’er death hast won. 

2 Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb. 
Lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let His church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. [Refrain]  

3 No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life!! 
Life is nought without Thee; aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conqu’rors, through Thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above. [Refrain] 

 (With thanks to Hymns Ancient & Modern) 

Service of Spiritual Communion 
  
The term ‘Spiritual Communion’ has been used historically to describe the means of 
grace by which a person, prevented for some serious reason from sharing in a 
celebration of the Eucharist, nonetheless shares in the communion of Jesus Christ. The 
form of prayer below offers Christians an opportunity to give thanks for their 
communion with him, particularly at times when they would ordinarily be present at 
the Eucharist.  

3 But the pains which he endured; Alleluia, 
our salvation have procured; alleluia, 
now above the sky he’s King; alleluia, 
where the angels ever sing: alleluia! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
Praise him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 



  
The Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if we offer ourselves in penitence and 
faith, giving thanks for the redemption won by Christ crucified, we may truly ‘eat and 
drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ’, although we cannot receive the 
sacrament physically in ourselves. Making a Spiritual Communion is particularly fitting 
for those who cannot receive the sacrament at the great feasts of the Church, and it 
fulfils the duty of receiving Holy Communion ‘regularly, and especially at the festivals of 
Christmas, Easter and Whitsun or Pentecost’ (Canon B 15).   
  
The Church of which we are members is not defined by the walls of a building but by 
the Body of Christ of which we are members. In making our communion spiritually, we 
are joining with Christians everywhere to be nourished by the one who tells us, ‘I am 
the Bread of Life’.  
  
In making a Spiritual Communion, we now pray the following as we are able:- 
  

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
  
Find a space for prayer in front of a cross, a candle, or a special place.  
  
Reflect on the day and on your relationships. - What good things have come from God 
today? - Where have I fallen short? - What might I do tomorrow?  
 
Words from Scripture  
  
Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’ John 6.35  
  
Prayers 
 
Pray for the needs of the world, for your local community, and for those close to you. End 
with the Lord’s Prayer.  
  
Our Father...  
 
We give thanks for the saving death and resurrection of Jesus and ask him to be with us 
now.    
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for all the 
pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 
brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 
nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 (Prayer of St Richard of Chichester) 
 



Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’.  Be with me today, 
as I offer myself to you.  Hear my prayers for others and for myself and keep me in your 
care. Amen.  
 
Lord, in these days of mercy, make us quiet and prayerful; in these days of challenge, 
make us stronger in you; in these days of emptiness, take possession of us; in these 
days of waiting, open our hearts to the mystery of your cross. Amen.                                      
 

 (Angela Ashwin) 
  

 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you most humble 
and hearty thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness. We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your 
mercies that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we show forth your 
praise, not only with our lips but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
  
We conclude with the following:  
  
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life.  
Amen.   
 
 

Easter Sunday Service – 12th April 2020 
 
 
Collect for Easter Sunday 
Lord of all life and power, 
Who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
Overcame the old order of sin and death 
To make all things new in him: 
Grant that we, being dead to sin 
And alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
May reign with him in glory; 
To whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
Be praise and honour, glory and might, 
Now and in all eternity.   Amen 

  
Reading: Acts 10: 34-42 
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 

http://www.liturgytools.net/2016/03/pictures-easter-sunday-year-a-b-c-resurrection-new-life.html
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You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 
Reading: Matthew 28: 1-10  

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he 
has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell 
his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.”  So they left the tomb 
quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them 
and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me.” 

 
Reflection for Easter Sunday 2020 

 
The wait is over; the trials and suffering have been endured and the day of light and 
hope has finally arrived – for the stone of the tomb is rolled back, the grave is empty, 
and Jesus is no longer there, because He has Risen!  
 
I love Easter Sunday – not just because I can once again eat chocolate after the end of 
the Lenten fast, but because it is a day like no other in our yearly calendar; For it 
represents the fulfilment of one person’s life journey and purpose, and a day which 
changed the course of history forever. Jesus, who came down from heaven with the aim 
of bridging the gap between humanity and God, finally succeeds in the ultimate victory 
over death, by defeating the enemy of sin and coming back to life. 
 
It is no wonder therefore that Matthews account of the story of the Resurrection is 
filled with drama and majesty, describing the scene in terms of an earthquake as the 
stone is rolled away, an angel coming down whose appearance seemed like lightening, 
and the women who arrive at the tomb, being terrified because of all that they witness.  
 



This was no quiet and inconsequential event – this was glorious and monumental! So it 
is therefore not surprising that the angel, who announces the good news of the 
resurrection, tells the women, “Do not be afraid”.  
 
For the reality of the Resurrection should not be one which brings fear, but one which 
brings joy! 
 
Today, as we celebrate this wonderful event, despite the challenging circumstances in 
which we currently find ourselves, we are not called to live our lives in a place of fear 
and anxiety, but in one of joy and light. A day when we remember that Jesus is not to be 
found amongst the dead, but is alive amongst the people he loved then, and continues 
to love today. He is with us now, here in 2020, walking alongside us as we journey 
through these unprecedented times. He is here in the ministrations of the selfless 
bravery and sacrifice of the staff of the NHS and other key workers, He is here in the 
compassionate acts of kindness of volunteers who seek to ensure that the isolating and 
vulnerable are kept safe and fed, He is here in the generosity of hoteliers and 
businesses providing free food and accommodation for the homeless, He is here 
alongside those who are sick in homes and hospitals and with those who are morning 
the loss of a beloved family member or friend and He is here in the homes of each one 
of us, as we isolate ourselves from those we love, and who we might ordinarily be 
spending today with and celebrating this special day.  
 
After inviting the women to see the evidence that the tomb was empty, as proof Jesus 
had indeed risen, the women are told to go quickly and tell the disciples. They are given 
the instruction to go and spread the joy of the news of the Resurrection, and to do it 
quickly. For them, as for us now, there is a clear message that death Is not the end, 
because through Christ there is a future life, and this is a joyful message which needs to 
be shared, and to be shared with an urgency for all to hear.  
 
In our worship today, as we celebrate this special day, even though we may not be 
together physically, let us share our joy with others around the world, by joining 
together in the refrain, “Christ is Risen; He is Risen Indeed. Alleluia!”. We have an 
opportunity at 10.00am on Easter Sunday morning to go outside and sing the hymns, 
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” and “Thine be the Glory”, so I do encourage you to join in, 
wherever you are, and give witness to the fact, we have no reason to be afraid, in these 
or any other circumstances, because Christ has overcome sin; And as the poet C. Day 
Lewis says “love is proved in the letting go”; For it was in the letting go of His physical 
and earthly life, Christ proved His love for us, now and for all eternity.  
 
May we therefore be united in the knowledge that just as Jesus promised He would rise 
from the dead, and on Easter Sunday we celebrate again the fact that the tomb now 
stands empty, we can henceforth live in the confidence and assurance of all God’s 
promises. For Christ lives today in the hearts of all who believe in Him, and so with one 
voice, may we share the good news that today, “Christ is Risen; He is Risen Indeed. 
Alleluia!”  Amen.  
  



Prayers for Easter Sunday 2020 
 
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father. 
That our risen Saviour may fill us with the joy of  
His glorious and life-giving resurrection 
We pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

That isolated and persecuted churches 
May find fresh strength in the good news of Easter 
We pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

That God may grant us humility 
To be subject to one another in Christian love 
We pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

That he may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter 
We pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world 
We pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick,  
The weak and the dying, especially those affected by the Corona virus, 
To comfort and strengthen them 
We pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

That according to his promises, 
All who have died in the faith of the resurrection 
May be raised on the last day 
We pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people 
So that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, 
We pray to the Father. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
And brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
Grant that, as his death has recalled us to life, 
So his continual presence in us may raise us to eternal joy; 
Through Christ our Lord.     Amen.  



 

 
 
 
The Lords’ Prayer 
 
Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in the words our Saviour taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed by your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
Now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

Prayers 
 
Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on 
the frontline and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at this 
time and for all who have been bereaved. 
 

Please pray for: 
Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART (Disaster and 
Relief Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney 
 
If you would like to include anybody in these prayers please email us at 
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 
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Prayer Diary – April from the Diocese of Worcester 

Recent events have meant that many of our prayer diary entries are out of date. We will 
therefore be issuing monthly pdf updates.  Download the updated prayer diary for April 
2020. 

Updated prayers will also be available on our website 'prayer for the day' and our social 
media streams.   

 

Digital Resources from the Diocese of Worcester 

What is currently available? 

There are a range of new and existing Christian resources available for people to 
engage with at this difficult and challenging time in the life of the nation and the world: 

 Weekly service broadcasts - these be made available each Sunday through the 
Church's Facebook page. 

 Time to Pray app - everything you need for Prayer During the Day, with 
variations according to the day of the week and the season of the Church’s 
year. Download for free. 

 Daytime prayer and Night prayer service audio - building on the existing daily 
prayer feed, this includes daytime prayer and night prayer for each day. It will be 
available as a downloadable app in the coming weeks. 

 Live streaming services from churches - AChurchNearYou.com now lists 
hundreds of churches offering livestreams of services from across the country. 
Churches need to add the 'Livestream' tag to their services and events that will be 
broadcast. Remember to add into the description how people can watch this. You 
add a link to the platform you're using to stream, such as your Facebook Page or 
YouTube Channel. Find out more about live streaming services and events. 

 Increasing the number of training webinars - to help churches stream 
sermons, events and make the most of digital platforms. Sign up for free. 

 #LiveLent: Care for God's Creation - the Church of England's Lent campaign for 
2020. With weekly themes shaped around the first Genesis account of creation, it 
explores the urgent need for humans to value and protect the abundance God has 
created. This daily audio content is available via the app and daily emails. Sign 
up for free. 

https://cofeworcester.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/1527_CofE_Diary39-APRIL2020.pdf
https://cofeworcester.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/1527_CofE_Diary39-APRIL2020.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://soundcloud.com/user-600495787
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/digital-labs/labs-learning-blog/beginners-guide-going-live-your-service-or
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/digital-labs/labs-learning-webinars
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/living-out-our-faith/lent-holy-week-and-easter/livelent-care-gods-creation
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/living-out-our-faith/lent-holy-week-and-easter/livelent-care-gods-creation


 The BBC's Daily Service and Sunday Worship - radio programmes will be 
using some of the themes from #LiveLent as part of their broadcasts. 

 Prayer for the day - each day the Church of England publishes audio and text of 
the Prayer for the Day. 

 Smart speakers – daily prayer and #LiveLent audio content can be accessed via 
our smart speaker apps. 

 Mental health reflections – 13 daily reflections that seek to provide hope, 
reassurance and comfort. We have also published five tips to help tackle 
loneliness and isolation. 

Pershore Foodbank 
 
Due to the coronavirus, our churches have had to suspend the 
collection of food items for the Foodbank. However, we would still 
encourage you to donate, by giving money in lieu of food gifts. 
Therefore, if you can help, please send directly to: 
  

 
Pershore Foodbank 
Sort code 20-98-61 
Account number 50714356 
 
Food collections are still being made at Asda and Co-op in Pershore 
 
Thank you 
 
 
 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 

  
Tel: 01386 750203 

Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 
 

                                              
 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/living-out-our-faith/lent-holy-week-and-easter/livelent/livelent-sunday-worship-and-daily
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smart-speaker-apps
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smart-speaker-apps
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips
mailto:eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

