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Community of the Cross of Nails 
Prayers for Peace and Reconciliation 

on the Anniversary of the Air Raid on York 
and the Destruction of St Martin’s Church 

on 29th April 1942 

Wednesday 29th April 2020 
 
On the night of 28th/29th March 1942 bombers of the Royal Air Force 
attacked the historic Hanseatic port city of Lübeck. Over 300 died, and 
nearly 1,500 buildings were destroyed, including the cathedral and St Mary’s 
Church (Marienkirche). In all 62% of the city suffered some damage. Rostock 
and Augsburg were attacked shortly afterwards. A series of retaliatory raids 
were planned, known in English as the Baedeker Raids after a speech by 
Baron Gustav Braun von Sturm on 26th April proclaiming that “We shall 
go out and bomb every building in Britain marked with three stars in the 
Baedeker Guide.” A number of English cities were attacked and around 2.30 
am on 29th April Luftwaffe bombers attacked York. Over 50 tonnes of bombs 
fell on the city, much of it around the railway. The station, engine sheds, and 
many houses especially along the Scarborough branch line were damaged or 
destroyed. But at least one aircraft with incendiary bombs attacked the 
historic centre, and a line of damage was caused from Davygate to the 
river. Much of New Street was destroyed, and St Martin's and the 
Guildhall also caught fire. The north aisle, nave and tower of the church 
were badly damaged. 

The Book of Remembrance in the church lists 89 people killed in York 
in that raid. In addition, it memorialises the German aircrew who also 
died. 

Although the north side of the nave was so badly damaged that it had to 
be demolished, not all of St Martin's was lost. The great St Martin west 
window had already been removed for safety, and the fire did not spread 
to the south aisle. In the early 1950s it was decided to wall in the aisle 
and preserve the area of the nave as a garden of remembrance. 
Archbishop Garbett's choice of George Pace as architect ensured that the 
eventual outcome was an outstanding success. With the help of his 
colleague Ron Sims, George Pace transformed a pigeon infested ruin 
into one of the best church restorations of the post-war era. Though on a 
much smaller scale than his work at Llandaff Cathedral in Cardiff, the 
integrity of the design delights its many visitors and is wholly in 
keeping with its rededication to peace and reconciliation. 

(Adapted from the 2008 service held to commemorate the 40th anniversary of 
the restoration and re-hallowing of the church)  
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Bible Reading: Matthew 5.43-48 

Jesus said: 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour 
and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, 
what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And 
if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect.” 
 
 
Reflection:  

Today we mark the anniversary of the air raid on York on 29th April 1942 when 
the church of St Martin Coney Street was largely destroyed, but then later 
restored as a memorial and as a sacred space dedicated to peace and 
reconciliation. In 2012 St Martin’s became a partner in the Community of the 
Cross of Nails on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the bombing of the 
church. That was so fitting because St Martin’s already existed to heal the 
wounds of history and to pursue a culture of peace, two of the aims of the 
Community. We continue to do that today, as well as learning to live with 
difference and celebrate diversity. 

For many of us it is a matter of great sadness that we cannot mark this year’s 
anniversary in the church itself. Our churches are closed, and some of us are 
confined to our homes. And yet however important and symbolic churches like 
St Martin’s are the call to peace and reconciliation transcends that. The work 
to heal the wounds of history, some of which are still very real, and to pursue 
peace, have to continue. Despite the necessary focus on the coronavirus 
pandemic conflict, division, prejudice and injustice continue in our world today. 

If nothing else in these challenging times we can continue to pray. For we 
believe God is a God of love and of justice who hears our prayers and gives 
us the comfort and the strength we need. And so let us put our whole trust in 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Prayers 
 
Prayers for peace and reconciliation in our world today 

Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: 
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace and guide with your 
pure and peaceable wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the 
earth that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, till the earth is filled with 
the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
(Collect for the peace of the world) 
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God of peace, whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom and restored 
the broken to wholeness of life: look with compassion on the anguish of the 
world, and by your healing power make whole both people and nations; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
(Post Communion prayer for the 3rd Sunday before Advent) 
 
A prayer for the ministry of peace and reconciliation: 

Reconciling God, whose Son Jesus drew all people to himself upon the cross.                                                  
We give thanks for our partners in the Community of the Cross of Nails around 
the world, and ask your blessing on our work, as wounds of history are healed, 
diversity celebrated and peace building begun. Give us the grace we need to 
share your vision for a kinder world, reflecting the love that shines in the face of 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
A prayer for the Community of the Cross of Nails: 

We pray for the diversity of this unique network. We pray for all the churches, 
charities, schools and chaplaincies who strive to heal wounds and build peace in 
their own contexts and among their own communities each day, whatever the 
barriers, across Europe, North America, Africa, Asia and the Antipodes. We ask 
for your Word to guide the Community as each works in support of the others, 
and for the broader ministry of reconciliation to which all Christians are called. 
Father, by your Spirit, bring in your Kingdom. Amen. 
 

Community of the Cross of Nails Prayer Cycle: 

We pray today for partners in the United States of America: 
in New York: St Paul's Chapel (in the Parish of Trinity Church); 
in Palm Beach: St Mark's Episcopal Church, Palm Beach Gardens; 
in Raleigh: Pullen Memorial Baptist Church. 
We pray too for St Mary’s Church in Lübeck 
and we ask God’s blessing on our own ministry of peace and reconciliation at  
St Martin, and also.  
 
 
Coventry Litany of Reconciliation 
 
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class, 
Father Forgive. 

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own, 
Father Forgive. 

The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth, 
Father Forgive. 
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Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 
Father Forgive. 

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee, 
Father Forgive. 

The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children, 
Father Forgive. 

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God, 
Father Forgive.  

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 


