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A PRAYER AS WE COME TO WORSHIP 
Lord Christ, when you were here on 

earth you stilled the storm, fed the 

hungry, healed the sick and cast out 

demons. 
 

You are the same yesterday, today 

and for ever. 
 

So make known to us now, O Lord, 

your grace and power. 
 

Speak to our restless hearts your 

word of peace. 
 

Satisfy the hunger of our souls. 
 

Make our lives whole and strong, 

and rescue us from the power of 

evil; for the glory of your name. 

Amen 

 

THE LORD IS RISEN! 

We are risen with Christ — 

 The Lord is risen! 

Eternal life is ours —  

 The Lord is risen! 

Death has met its Master —  

 The Lord is risen! 

The way to heaven is open —  

 The Lord is risen! 

He is risen indeed —  

 Alleluia! Amen! 

 
 

YOU ARE OUR HOPE Plank 

Comfort for weary sinners 

Strength for the struggling saint 

Jesus Christ has risen from the grave 

Peace when the waves are pounding 

When voices of hope sound faint 

Jesus Christ has risen from the grave 

How can grief remain when our 

Saviour reigns? 
 

You are our hope, You are our joy 

You are our overcoming King 

So we sing "Hallelujah, Jesus is alive" 

Risen from death, ascended on high 

Glorious by the Father's side 

So we sing "Hallelujah, Jesus is alive" 
 

Power to fight temptation 

The world and the devil's lies 

Jesus Christ has risen from the grave 

Purpose in all our suffering 

And joy that will never die 

Jesus Christ has risen from the grave 

How can grief remain when our 

Saviour reigns? 

 

AN EASTER CONFESSION 
O Jesus Christ, risen Master and 

triumphant Lord, we bow before 

you in sorrow for our sins, and 

confess to you our weakness and 

unbelief. 
 

The guards trembled and 
became like dead men. 

Matthew 28:4 
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Like the soldiers who guarded the 

tomb, we have often been 

motivated by this world alone, and 

failed to prepare for life beyond the 

 grave. 

In your mercy, forgive us: 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

Like Peter, we have often denied 

you. Like the apostles, we have 

often feared people more than you. 

In your mercy, forgive us: 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

Like Thomas, we have often been 

led by what we can see with our 

own eyes, and not by faith and trust. 

In your mercy, forgive us: 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

Like the disciples on their fishing trip, 

we have often tried to live 

by our own strength, and not by the 

power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us: 

Lord, hear us and help us. 
 

Lift our minds above earthly things, 

set them on things eternal; 

show us your glory and your power, 
that we may serve you 
not just at Easter, but always. Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION Romans 4.25 
God gave Jesus to die for our sins; 

he was raised to life in order to put 

us right with God.  Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR TODAY 
Risen Christ, 

for whom no door is locked, no 

entrance barred: 

open the doors of our hearts, 

that we may seek the good of others 

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice 

and peace, 

to the praise of God the Father.  

Amen. 

 

SCHEMING TO DISCREDIT THE TRUTH  
Matthew 28:11-15 
11 While the women were on their 

way, some of the guards went into 

the city and reported to the chief 

priests everything that had 

happened. 12 When the chief priests 

had met with the elders and devised 

a plan, they gave the soldiers a large 

sum of money, 13 telling them, ‘You 

are to say, “His disciples came 

during the night and stole him away 

while we were asleep.” 14 If this 

report gets to the governor, we will 

satisfy him and keep you out of 

trouble.’ 15 So the soldiers took the 

money and did as they were 

instructed. And this story has been 

widely circulated among the Jews to 

this very day. 
.............................................................................. 

C.S. Lewis points out how what we 

believe is very tied up with who we 

believe. In his children’s book, The 

Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe (a 

great read for adults and children 

alike), Peter and Susan go to see the 

professor because their sister Lucy is 

claiming to have found another 

world while their brother Edmund 

claims they were just pretending. 

The professor gave them a shock 

because his response to hearing 

about Lucy’s outlandish claims was 

‘how do you know that your sister’s 

story is not true’? The professor says 

later ‘there are only three 

possibilities. Either your sister is 

telling lies, or she is mad, or she is 

telling the truth. You know she 

doesn’t tell lies and it is obvious that 
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she is not mad. For the moment 

then and unless any further 

evidence turns up, we must assume 

she is telling the truth.’ We might do 

well to ask ourselves the same 

questions about the witnesses to 

the resurrection of Jesus – starting 

with those first women who found 

an empty tomb. Would we be able 

to believe their outlandish story that 

Jesus was alive or would we believe 

the religious leaders who claimed 

that the disciples had stolen the 

body? 
John Welsby 

 

A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO OUR CRISIS 
Barbara Glasson, 

President of the Methodist Conference 
We are not people of fear: 

we are people of courage. 

We are not people who protect our 

 own safety: 

we are people who protect our 

 neighbours’ safety. 

We are not people of greed: 

we are people of generosity. 

We are your people God, 

giving and loving, 

wherever we are, 

whatever it costs 

For as long as it takes 

wherever you call us. 

 
PRAYERS Church of England Intercessions 

Let us pray to the Lord, 

who is our refuge and stronghold.  
 

For the health and well-being of our 

 nation, 

that all who are fearful and anxious 

may be at peace and free from worry: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

For the isolated and housebound, 

that we may be alert to their needs, 

and care for them in their vulnerability: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

For our homes and families, 

our schools and young people, 

and all in any kind of need or distress: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

For a blessing on our local community, 

that our neighbourhoods may be 

places of trust and friendship, 

where all are known and cared for: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We commend ourselves, and all for 

 whom we pray, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
May God our Father hold us each day 

 in his love. 

May Christ who died and rose again 

 give us hope. 

May the Holy Spirit empower us to 

 come through this time of trouble. 

May God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

 bless us always.  Amen. 

 



Prayer topics for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 

can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 

people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;  
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 

For the World and our Nation and our City 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

forgive our foolish ways; 

reclothe us in our rightful mind, 

in purer lives thy service find, 

in deeper reverence, praise, 

in deeper reverence, praise. 

Amen. 

Father, all the things we thought we were sure of are presently thrown into confusion and uncertainty. 

Now, we are experiencing what for the poor, sick or troubled is everyday life. Forgive our selfishness, 

help us to have compassion and to reset our values, in line with yours.  Amen 

For St Jude’s Church 
 A prayer for our risen Lord to help us day by day. 

Please help me, Lord, so to fill my heart with the good things of your Word that my tongue may 

share and speak about them when opportunity is present.  May the talk that comes out of my 

mouth be always helpful and beneficial to others, and may I be quicker to listen than to speak.  

Teach me how to speak timely and gentle words.  I ask these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 Give thanks for Church Family members with birthdays in April.  We remember, in particular: 

James Sturgeon, Daphne Ditch, Peter Holiday, and Joan Lloyd-Davies (who would have had a big party 

for her 90th birthday, had it not been for Coronavirus Lock Down). 

For our Mission Partners – Pulse Ministries 
 Health 

(Pete) I am just getting back into things after being in hospital with Coronavirus so my 1st prayer 

request is thanking God that I came through it relatively unscathed. 

 Encouragement 

Please pray for motivation for the team as we work in isolation and, with strange times ahead of us, 

uncertain if we will be able to do any missions soon. Pray that we can adapt and be agile to what is 

thrown at us. 

 Finances 

We still have all the normal outgoings (about £2,000per month) but we are receiving less than £300 

per month income from donations. Please pray that we can get some of the government funding. 

Also, pray for the personal finances of all the Pulse team members, affected as our supporters’ 

finances change. 

 

CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 
Vicar 

Church Wardens 
 

Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 

James Sturgeon 

Pradip Sudra 

Rev Ivor Saunders 

Nicky Robertson 

CLOSED 

827214 

269743 

334257 

751162 

827214 

 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 

jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 

pradipsudra@gmail.com 

ivor.john@outlook.com 

nicky_is@hotmail.com 

 

                            Our building is shut.  For current news visit our Facebook Group and Website 

St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 
www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 

Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 


