
Morning Service – Sunday, 19
th

 April 2020 
St Michael’s Blundellsands 

Worship at home  
 

You may wish to light a candle and have some reflective music playing in the background.  Or you 
can start by listening to (and joining in with) your own choice of hymn on YouTube.   

E.g.  Thine be the Glory https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPjTfw4a2ZE 
 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
In your resurrection, O Christ, 
Let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

  

Confession 
Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord.  We come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

 

We have lived by our own strength and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy forgive us 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes as faithless and not believing.   
In your mercy, forgive us 
Lord, hear us and help us.  

 

We have lived for this world alone and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy forgive us  
Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

May the God of love and power  
forgive us and free us from our sins. 
Heal and strengthen us  
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
First Reading: Luke 24vs13-35 - On the Road to Emmaus 
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they 
talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with 
them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 
18 

One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the 
only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these 
days?” 

19 “What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before 
God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to 
death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our 
women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They 
came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of 
our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see 
Jesus.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPjTfw4a2ZE


25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 

26 
Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 

27 
And 

beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself. 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were 
going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is 
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their 
sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on 
the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with 
them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 
Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 
them when he broke the bread. 

 
Thought for the day from Helen 
Of all the resurrection stories, the meetings which the disciples and others had with Jesus after 
Easter, the one which I am finding most helpful at the moment is the Walk to Emmaus which 
took place in the evening.  In the story, two friends of Jesus, Cleopas and another unnamed 
disciple are discussing the news of the disappearance of Jesus’ body and the alleged sightings 
of him by women.  As they are discussing the events of the past three days, Jesus unbeknown 
to them comes and walks beside them.  He unravels the scriptures, the Old Testament writings 
which apply to the event to show that God was present throughout. 
   
As we travel this Covid 19 road, Can we experience Jesus walking with us, helping us to 
understand where God is at the present time as we go for our daily exercise or look for things to 
occupy us the rest of the time? Are we aware that he will be revealing himself to those on the 
front line, in hospitals and nursing homes supporting them in their exhaustion?  Do we hear him 
speaking words of comfort to the dying and the bereaved?  Can we feel his peace as we worry 
about the consequences of the lock down on our way of life and the financial situation of the 
country? The Risen Jesus promised that he will be beside us to the very end of the age. Let us 
take that promise to heart as we face a further spell in lock-down. 
 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15vs20-23 
20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 
man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the 
first-fruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 
 
 

Talk by Neil  
(Hover your mouse over the link, then press control and left click) 

https://youtu.be/lCEenOyi6rY 
 

Take a few minutes to contemplate these words. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/lCEenOyi6rY


Prayers 
Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, to you be praise and glory forever. 
As once you ransomed our people from Egypt and led them to freedom in the promised land,  
so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son. 
May we, the first fruits of your new creation, rejoice in this new day you have made, 
and praise you for your mighty acts. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 
Spirit of the living God present in the midst of everything I experience, help me to realise how 
close you are. Grant to all who are bearing mental, spiritual or physical pain today your spirit of 
hope and peace. Cast out from us the spirit of anxiety, fear and doubt, replace it with quiet 
confidence and trust in you. Bathe us in the warmth of your healing light; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
On-line PrayerTips 
Starting last Wednesday, I am uploading two-minute talks about prayer. Like many people I find 
prayer difficult, so in these videos I include tips on different ways to pray. To access the first video, 
click the link below. 
https://youtu.be/POO0vb6HktQ 
 
 
 
The Conclusion 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with my spirit. Amen. 

https://youtu.be/POO0vb6HktQ

