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Benefice St Edmund’s Taverham with St Peter’s Ringland
Worship for Sunday 29 March 2020

Welcome to our worship today. We have added this to the benefice websites so that wherever we are we can worship together using the same prayers and thoughts alongside our own prayers.

Let's take a moment to settle into our time. You might like to listen to the piece of music in the separate email, O Holy One, by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan – (in case the link fails copy the following link into your web browser  https://youtu.be/Dnq4LIj-rwI )
Let's pray.

Loving heavenly father, in whom is heaven; 

You are the giver of all good things.

You hold us together in your love and you hear the cries of our hearts. 

Thank you for our time together today.

Although we cannot physically be together 

we thank you that we are joined together and held together by your love, 

shown to us in Jesus, in whose name we gather and pray. Amen.

In a week that has seen many changes spend a few moments talking to God as you would to a friend about your thoughts and feelings about this week. Perhaps there are things you are thankful for or perhaps things you are anxious about. Whatever your thoughts and feelings bring them now to God in prayer.

Loving God, we bring to you our joys and our sorrows. Thank you that you know us and hold us, as we are, in your loving care. Amen.

We need also to confess our sins, trusting in God's faithfulness to forgive us. 

God forgives and heals us.

We need your healing , merciful God:

Give us true repentance.

Some sins are plain to us;

Some escape us,

Some we cannot face.

Forgive us,

Set us free to hear your word to us;

Set us free to serve you.

In Jesus Name. Amen. 
God forgives us.

Forgive others;

Forgive yourself.
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Our reading for today.

John 11:1-45 Good News Translation (GNT)

The Death of Lazarus

11 A man named Lazarus, who lived in Bethany, became sick. Bethany was the town where Mary and her sister Martha lived. (2 This Mary was the one who poured the perfume on the Lord's feet and wiped them with her hair; it was her brother Lazarus who was sick.) 3 The sisters sent Jesus a message: “Lord, your dear friend is sick.”

4 When Jesus heard it, he said, “The final result of this sickness will not be the death of Lazarus; this has happened in order to bring glory to God, and it will be the means by which the Son of God will receive glory.”

5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 Yet when he received the news that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was for two more days. 7 Then he said to the disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

8 “Teacher,” the disciples answered, “just a short time ago the people there wanted to stone you; and are you planning to go back?”

9 Jesus said, “A day has twelve hours, doesn't it? So those who walk in broad daylight do not stumble, for they see the light of this world. 10 But if they walk during the night they stumble, because they have no light.” 11 Jesus said this and then added, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I will go and wake him up.”

12 The disciples answered, “If he is asleep, Lord, he will get well.”

13 Jesus meant that Lazarus had died, but they thought he meant natural sleep. 14 So Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 but for your sake I am glad that I was not with him, so that you will believe. Let us go to him.”

16 Thomas (called the Twin) said to his fellow disciples, “Let us all go along with the Teacher, so that we may die with him!”

Jesus the Resurrection and the Life

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been buried four days before. 18 Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Judeans had come to see Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother's death.

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “If you had been here, Lord, my brother would not have died! 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask him for.”

23 “Your brother will rise to life,” Jesus told her.

24 “I know,” she replied, “that he will rise to life on the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will live, even though they die; 26 and those who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

27 “Yes, Lord!” she answered. “I do believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”

Jesus Weeps

28 After Martha said this, she went back and called her sister Mary privately. “The Teacher is here,” she told her, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up and hurried out to meet him. (30 Jesus had not yet arrived in the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him.) 31 The people who were in the house with Mary comforting her followed her when they saw her get up and hurry out. They thought that she was going to the grave to weep there.

32 Mary arrived where Jesus was, and as soon as she saw him, she fell at his feet. “Lord,” she said, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died!”

33 Jesus saw her weeping, and he saw how the people with her were weeping also; his heart was touched, and he was deeply moved. 34 “Where have you buried him?” he asked them.

“Come and see, Lord,” they answered.

35 Jesus wept. 36 “See how much he loved him!” the people said.

37 But some of them said, “He gave sight to the blind man, didn't he? Could he not have kept Lazarus from dying?”

Lazarus Is Brought to Life

38 Deeply moved once more, Jesus went to the tomb, which was a cave with a stone placed at the entrance. 39 “Take the stone away!” Jesus ordered.

Martha, the dead man's sister, answered, “There will be a bad smell, Lord. He has been buried four days!”

40 Jesus said to her, “Didn't I tell you that you would see God's glory if you believed?” 41 They took the stone away. Jesus looked up and said, “I thank you, Father, that you listen to me. 42 I know that you always listen to me, but I say this for the sake of the people here, so that they will believe that you sent me.” 43 After he had said this, he called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 He came out, his hands and feet wrapped in grave cloths, and with a cloth around his face. “Untie him,” Jesus told them, “and let him go.”

The Plot against Jesus

45 Many of the people who had come to visit Mary saw what Jesus did, and they believed in him. (Biblegateway.com)

As you read and reflect on this passage of scripture you might like to read Paul's thought on the St Edmund’s newsletter on the St Edmunds website.
Let us pray.

As we spend time in our homes praying together bring the things that are currently on your mind and heart globally, locally, and your own needs too.

This week's special prayer:

Gracious Father,

you gave up your  Son

Out of love for the world:

Lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,

That we may know eternal peace

Through the shedding of our Saviour 's blood,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We pray the Lord's Prayer......
Our prayer of blessing. Let's pray this for one another.
God be our comfort, our strength;

God be our hope and support;

God be our light and our way;

and the blessing of God,

Creator, Redeemer and Giver of Life,

remain with us now and forever. Amen.

(Our liturgy this week comes from the New Zealand Prayer Book 1997)
