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News from the Diocese of Hereford and the 17
Parishes around Stottesdon, Ditton Priors and
Highley

Editorial
We are never short of challenges and uncertainty! Much as they try us, these events strengthen us as
individuals and as a society, and the best of human nature shines like a beacon.
The Wheatland News is, amongst other things, the ‘go-to’ guide for the services and events in our 17
parishes. As we know, the Archbishop of Canterbury has called a halt to church services because
gatherings present a risk of the transmission of infection at a time when our health and other services are
stretched to the limit, and already tired after the floods.
All this means that most of the familiar items are missing from this April 2020 edition of WN, to be replaced
with information that we hope will help everyone in the 17 parishes to come through this ordeal safely, and
to find love and fellowship in our wider community.
Immediately after the Diocese page, you’ll find a section on what our local businesses are doing to provide
very practical support to us all. A huge thank-you to them for their inventiveness and speedy reaction. It
may be that others also come forward to use the WN as a means of communication over coming months.
See Mark Daborn’s message in the Stottesdon Benefice pages (page 19).
Shops closing. Events cancelled or postponed. Yes, almost everything.
But we won’t be short of things to do!! Take advantage of this tie to sort out the many things that we intend
to do but never seem to have the time. Plan each day with a time for formal activity, for example
paperwork, sorting cupboards etc, have a slot for exercise and a short time in the fresh air. Look out those
jigsaws, solitaire and other games, keep the mind active, and take time for relaxation – read some of those
books!
We may be in social distancing or isolation for months to come so ….. keep yourself as fit as possible, think
positive thoughts, communicate with others in the various ways available, ask for help if you need it, offer it
if you can. In the words from Middleton Scriven this month, “stay safe and virus-free, and keep helping
each other in whatever way you can”.

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort knowing that nothing
can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
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We hope you’ll look through ALL the pages in this month’s WN, and find interesting, useful bits and pieces
that are so very important at this time, when events are changing daily. Yes, it’s doom and gloom in that
everything is cancelled, but we can harness all that energy to do constructive things. Most important, we
have to follow the ‘rules’ imposed on us to halt this ghastly bug.

There are lots of people that we might want to remember in our thoughts, prayers and actions.
Friends and neighbours who are vulnerable need our particular attention through this crisis. And we don’t
necessarily know who they all are. Underlying medical conditions can be quite invisible, and can affect
people of all ages.
The already overstretched NHS staff are giving their all to help us through this. We must remember them,
value the work that they are doing, be considerate and thank them in any way we can.

More than ever, this year, we’ll rely on Nature to provide the
sparks of hope and cheerfulness as the bulbs, and plants and
trees burst into life and colour.

Very best wishes to all our readers and everyone in the
Wheatland News area.

3

Contents
Editorial ................................................................................................................................................... 2
Diocese of Hereford ................................................................................................................................. 5
Local Businesses are helping us to keep our distance! .............................................................................. 6
Reg May’s Butchers ............................................................................................................................................6
Cleobury North Shop and Post Office ................................................................................................................6
The Boyne Arms ..................................................................................................................................................7
The Pheasant at Neenton – the Flying Pheasant! .................................................................................................8
Katerfresh – Cleobury Mortimer Freezer Centre ..................................................................................................8
The Fighting Cocks at Stottesdon .........................................................................................................................8

The United Benefice of Brown Clee .......................................................................................................... 9
Brown Clee Group News .................................................................................................................................... 10
Ditton Priors News ............................................................................................................................................ 11
Aston Botterell News ......................................................................................................................................... 12
Burwarton & Cleobury North News ................................................................................................................... 13
Wheathill and Loughton News ........................................................................................................................... 13
Chetton News .................................................................................................................................................... 14
Neenton News ................................................................................................................................................... 15

Severn Valley Group of Parishes ............................................................................................................. 17
Chelmarsh News ................................................................................................................................................ 17
Billingsley News ................................................................................................................................................. 18
Glazeley with Deuxhill News .............................................................................................................................. 18

The Stottesdon Group of Parishes .......................................................................................................... 19
April Message .................................................................................................................................................... 19

Stottesdon Benefice Group News ........................................................................................................... 21
Silvington News ................................................................................................................................................. 22
Cleeton St Mary News ....................................................................................................................................... 22
Farlow News ...................................................................................................................................................... 22
Sidbury News .................................................................................................................................................... 23
Middleton Scriven News .................................................................................................................................... 23
Stottesdon Church Parish Notices and News ...................................................................................................... 24
Stottesdon Community Noticeboard.................................................................................................................. 26

Useful Community Contacts ................................................................................................................... 27
Coronavirus – useful websites ................................................................................................................ 28

4

Diocese of Hereford
Letter from the Revd Neil Patterson, Rural Dean for Hereford

Dear Friends,
I am writing this just after the Archbishop of
Canterbury has told us about the suspension of
public worship and other measures to limit the
possible spread of Covid-19. It seems as if April 2020
will be one of the strangest and most difficult months most of us have ever known. Many passages of
Scripture may speak to you: I am reminded of the opening of Ezekiel 34, where the people of Israel are
described as sheep scattered on the mountains. We have been told that, for our own good and more so
that of those vulnerable to illness, we must be scattered and into our own separate places.
And it is this which suggests the best thing we can all do in response – we may not be able to meet in
person, but we can connect in other ways, and these are especially important for those who may find it
hard to bear the isolation and uncertainty. We can message and email one another. If we telephone
(especially on Skype/Facetime or similar) we shall have more of the human interaction we all need, both to
receive and to give. The Archbishops have suggested that we should place a lit candle in our windows at
7pm each day as a sign that we are praying for our neighbours.
Above all, we can connect with God in prayer. Of course, that has always been true, but in the long waits
we may now be enduring, there will be real and unexpected space to pray and listen to the Spirit, and pour
out our fears and concerns. If you continue in Ezekiel 34, you will read God’s recognition of the limits of
worldly leaders, and promises, “I myself will seek out my sheep.” In Jesus Christ he did seek and find us,
and in him is our hope as in so many past ages of doubt and danger.

Neil Patterson
The Diocesan Office, The Palace, Hereford, HR4 9BL 01432 373300
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Local Businesses are helping us to keep our distance!
We love our local shops, restaurants, pubs – and the people who run them! Wheatland News is proud to
be able to publicise what our traders are doing to help us to stay alive, and to enable us to help them to
stay in business for our enjoyment and convenience after the restrictions are lifted. We may well add to
this list if others come forward with their offerings, but for now, here’s are the ones that you can call upon
so that food and other essentials can be delivered contact-free to your door!!
Order today!
Receive your delivery tomorrow – subject to availability!

Reg May’s Butchers
What is on offer?
Ø Any Beef, Lamb, Pork and Poultry requirements please let us know quantity and cut. A variety of
Sausages and Bacon available
Ø Pies, Pasties & Rolls: Pork Pie (small/large), Meat Pasty, Cheese & Veg Pasty, Sausage Roll,
Cheese & Bacon Flip, Scotch Eggs, Pork Scratchings
Ø Cooked Meat Pies: (specify small/large) Steak & Ale, Steak & Kidney, Steak & Onion, Chicken &
Mushroom, Turkey & Ham, other varieties available please ask
Ø Cooked Meat: Ham, Honey Roast Ham, Corned Beef, Faggots
Ø Other: Eggs, Selection of Cheeses, Lemon Drizzle Loaf Cake
How can you order and receive what you want?
Ø Phone: 01746 712628 at least one day BEFORE you want delivery, and no later than 4pm
please. Leave a message if no answer with your number and order so we can call back)
Ø Please tell us what products you would like to order and the quantity/weight/cut of each. We will
then ring you back with a price and estimated delivery.
Ø Our driver will knock on your door and leave your shopping on your doorstep.
How do you pay?
Ø You can pay Reg May in cash, or by cheque made payable to Reg May Butchers.
Ø Please leave your payment on your doorstep. The driver will collect this when they leave your
order, so there will be no contact between you.

Cleobury North Shop and Post Office
What is on offer?
Ø All the usual stock including wines, spirits, beers, sweets, medicines, newspapers and general
groceries.
Ø We also still offer our postal service, please ring to find out more.
How can you order and receive what you want?
Ø Phone 01746 787875, or email thevillagestores@yahoo.com
Ø Subject to availability on items, we will take your order and ring you back to let you know the price
and what we have in stock.
How do you pay?
Ø You can pay Cleobury North Shop in cash, or by cheque made payable to D Mellor.
Ø Please leave your payment on your doorstep. The driver will collect this when they leave your
order, so there will be no contact between you.
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The Boyne Arms
What is on offer?

Lunchtime - Wednesday – Sunday / 12 – 2pm / Main & Pudding £6.50
Mains

Pudding

Ø Cottage Pie with Vegetables
Ø Cod mornay with New Potatoes & Vegetables
Ø Brisket of Beef in rich red wine gravy & mashed
potatoes
Ø Faggots in gravy with mash potatoes & vegetables
Ø Mediterranean vegetable Lasagne served with
salad
Extras
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Sticky Toffee Pudding
Syrup Sponge
Crumble of the day
Chocolate Fudge Cake
o

all served with custard)

Sunday
Chips (£1.50)
Jacket Potato (£1.50)
Gravy (£1.00)
Salad (£1.00)

•
•

Beef or Turkey (£8.95)
Pudding (£2.50)

Evenings - Wednesday – Saturday / 6 – 8pm
All £8.95:
•
•
•
•
•

CHILDS MEAL £4.50:

Fish & Chips, mushy or garden peas
The Boyne Burger, chips or fries
Curry of the Day, rice and or chips
Chili Con Carne, rice and or chips
Vegetarian Lasagne

•
•
•

Burger & Fries
Chicken Goujons & Fries
Sausage & Fries

Ask about Puddings on offer
Alongside providing your hot meals, we are licensed to sell alcohol off the premises so we can also bring
along your favourite bottle of wine or 2-pint carton of beer.

How can you order and receive what you want?
Please phone the Boyne Arms on 01746 787214 to place your order for delivery the following day.
How do you pay?
Either:
•
•

Cash on delivery, or
Over the phone using your card, when you phone your order through.

It will really help if you order your items from the Butcher and the Village Shop for the same
day, and also your hot takeaway food from the Boyne as well, so that we can deliver them all
together.
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The Pheasant at Neenton – the Flying Pheasant!
What is on offer?
Ø We are now preparing TAKEAWAY meals on a daily basis, with a set menu each day - details will
be posted on Facebook and Instagram.
Ø Written instructions on preparing your food are provided with the order when you receive it.
Ø Food can be consumed on the day or can be frozen.
How can you order and receive what you want?
Pre-order the day before by
Ø calling the Pheasant on 01746-787955 between 12noon and 4.00pm
You can either collect your order from the Pheasant, or we will deliver to addresses within Neenton village.
How do you pay?
Ø By card, over the phone

Katerfresh – Cleobury Mortimer Freezer Centre
Full details are on page 21
What is on offer?
Ø An extensive range, including frozen, tinned and dry goods – check the minimum order
requirements please.
How can you order and receive what you want?
Ø Delivery to Stottesdon, please ask re other areas. Alternatively, local volunteers might collect and
deliver.
Ø Order by phone - 01299 271345
How do you pay?
Ø Card payment over the telephone, or
Ø Cash on delivery

The Fighting Cocks at Stottesdon
Is offering an amazing Takeaway beer and food menu Tuesdays to Saturdays 6-8pm whilst the normal
opening is not possible
– for details please refer to the Facebook page or call Bre on 01746 718270

Please tell your local WN coordinator (see their names within the benefice
and parish pages) if your business is providing support that you’d like
described in this section in next edition. Copy date 18th April. Thank you.
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The United Benefice of Brown Clee
Rector: Revd Terry Mason
The Vicarage, Ditton Priors, Shropshire, WV16 6SQ
Telephone 01746-712636
St John the Baptist, Ditton Priors, and Holy Trinity, Wheathill &
Loughton
CHURCHWARDENS
Carole Smith: 01746-712474
Mark Smith: 01746-712394

St Michael & All Angels, Aston
Botterell
CHURCHWARDEN
Anne Preece: 01746-787237

St Giles, Chetton
CHURCHWARDENS
Sheila Millington: 01746-789443
June Preece: 01746-789211

All Saints, Neenton
CHURCHWARDENS
Bobbie Jarvis: 01746-787093
Sue Hale: 01746-787650

SS Peter & Paul, Cleobury North
CHURCHWARDENS
Mike Bradbury: 01746-787676
Jane Bufton: 01746-787298

April Services – Brown Clee Churches
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.

These Easter services
cannot therefore take
place, but are shown
here so that the dates
are known, and for
private prayer
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Brown Clee Group News
Brown Clee Walkers
There is only one walk to report this month as the 18th February Aston on Clun walk over Hopesay Hill was
cancelled, unfortunately, due to the adverse wet weather conditions. However there was better luck on
Sunday 1st March as the following report from Pat Holbourn Williams testifies:
The first day of spring was celebrated by 4 members and 2 dogs, meeting on Long Mountain, south of
Welshpool, for a 6 mile walk. It was the first time in the group's history (25 years) we have walked on this
hill. Half of the walk was on inevitably muddy bridle paths around the Beacon (the site of an Iron Age
camp), and through fields. The last part was on very quiet lanes including the Roman road running along
the ridge. After weeks of wind and rain, we were lucky to have a typical mixed spring day; grey cloud, sun
showing up towering white cumulus, ending with a vicious hail storm and snow lasting 5 minutes. The views
of the snow covered Berwyns backed the flooded Severn Valley were to the north and turning south, we
looked over the flooded Marton Pool Valley to the familiar Corndon Hill, Stiperstones and The Wrekin. We
were surprised by the lack of spring flowers - just a few celandines and the odd bunch of snowdrops.
Our next walks are on
•
•
•

Saturday 4th April - Mucklewick, Stiperstones
Wednesday 15th April – a hill walk in the Corndon area; and
Friday 24th April – our first evening walk, probably local to Ditton Priors.

Please contact Pam or Ian on 01746 785553 for updated information re
walks and coronavirus.

Burwarton & District Wives Group
In March members had a very enjoyable talk with slides entitled ‘The Swinging Sixties’ by In The Sticks
Talks which created lots of memories and much reminiscing.
The April meeting, which would have been a visit to Bridgnorth Museum, and the May meeting, which
would have been a craft evening of Folk Art, are both postponed.
New members are always welcome and for further information about the Group contact Debbie Jones on
01746 712421.
Copy date for Brown Clee and Ditton Priors News
Please send copy for Ditton Priors section of the Wheatland News by 15th of the month to:
Jutta Langham, telephone 01746 712 551 email: rll.langham@btinternet.com

Benefice Website
Don't forget to look at the Benefice website to see what is
going on in all the parishes too.
www.browncleechurches.org.uk
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Ditton Priors News
April rota

Refreshments

Sunday 5th April
Sunday 12th April
Sunday 19th April
Sunday 26th April
Sunday 3rd May

None, until services recommence

Cleaning
Mrs Shirley Wall & Mrs Anita Casswell
Mrs Jutta Langham & Mrs Rita Griffiths
Mr & Mrs Tony Brown
Mrs Jennifer Lowe & Mrs Debbie Jones
Mrs Carole Smith & Mrs Maureen Lloyd

Marjorie Jones writes:

Denise Riley
It is with sadness that we report the death of Denise Riley. Many of you will remember her at the
Residential Homes and as a neighbour. Her funeral took place on 14th March. Our prayers go to George
and all the Family.

Lent
The season of Lent is moving apace and the Lent Study Course ‘The Seven Sorrows of Mary’ has been
well attended and appreciated, but further sessions are now postponed.

Easter Lilies
If anyone would like to make a donation towards the Easter Lilies in memory of a loved one please let the
Vicar or one of the Churchwardens, Mrs Carole Smith or Mr Mark Smith, have your donation. Thank you.

Local business support to the community Please read the section on pages 6 – 8 about how our wonderful local businesses are supporting the
community during the coronavirus crisis, enabling us to stay home and keep away from other people. Reg
May, Butcher, is the first from Ditton to tell us about how their business is helping us.

Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting
The Church of England has taken legal measures to extend the deadline for APCMs until the end of
October. The meeting scheduled for 23rd April is therefore cancelled, and will be rearranged when
conditions permit.

The Churchyards
As we move into spring the mowing and strimming will start again. If you have a family grave or just like to
see the churchyards looking neat and tidy, we are very grateful for donations towards the considerable cost
of this work. These can be given to our Rector or to the Churchwardens. Thank you.

Ditton Priors Playing Fields Association Lottery Club
Very many thanks to all who joined our lottery for 2019/20. We had 101 members and raised £700 for our
funds. This pays mostly for the cost of mowing the field. The new lottery year for 2020/21 is just beginning
and costs only £1 per month. Please consider joining and contact Marjorie on 712423. We have a very
small committee and struggle to do all that we know could be done with more help. We are obtaining
quotes for the repair of the storeroom door at the end of the Pavilion and the footpath improvements await
much drier weather before work can begin. I feel the field and Pavilion are a great asset to our community.
Please help us to preserve it.
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Skittles, Supper and Social Evening
A Skittles, Supper and Social Evening planned for Friday 24th April at The Boyne Arms is now cancelled.

May Fayre
The May Fayre planned for Saturday 16th May in and around the Church is now cancelled.

First-Saturday-in-the-month Coffee Morning
These coffee mornings are cancelled until further notice.

Friends of St John the Baptist Church, Ditton Priors
Thanks to everyone who supported the Friends of the Church during 2019 as we help to keep our church in
good order.
We are postponing the AGM which was due to take place on 20th April and the Quiz on 22nd May. We
shall reschedule for later in the year.

St John the Baptist 100 Club results for March 2020
•
•

£ 20
£ 10

•

£ 5 each to:

George Parker
Roy Brown
Linda Clarke, Molly Casswell, and Catherine Price.

The 100 Club starts its 32nd year in May 2020. If you wish to take part, please contact a Churchwarden or
Mrs Shirley Wall – 07530-089808.

Aston Botterell News
There will be no Church Services until further notice.
Our best wishes go to Mrs Shirley Hill. We wish her a speedy
recovery from her recent illness.

Local business support to the community Please read the section on pages 6 - 8 about how our wonderful
local businesses are supporting the community during the
coronavirus crisis, enabling us to stay home and keep away from
other people.

Congratulations to our lucky March Prize Draw winners
•
•
•

£20: Iris Meredith
£10: Ian and Janet Preece
£5 each: Brian Price, John and Linda Hughes, Barbara Howells (Heath Farm), Jan and Paul Doyle

Cheyenne tours
For all enquiries relating to Cheyenne Tours, please contact Anne Preece on 0796-6459806
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Burwarton & Cleobury North News
There will be no Church Services until further notice.
If you can help to clean the Church and provide flowers please call Jane on 787298.

Local business support to the community Please read the section on pages 6 - 8 about how our wonderful local businesses are supporting the
community during the coronavirus crisis, enabling us to stay home and keep away from other people. Both
the Boyne Arms and Cleobury North Village Shop have put very helpful ‘distance shopping’ services in
place.

Burwarton & District WI
We meet at Cleobury North Village Hall on the second Tuesday of the month at 2.30pm. Contact Helen
Groves on 01746 712466 for more information. Our next meetings for April and May are postponed.

Cleobury North Village Hall
Would all users please note that CNVH is now CLOSED until further notice. Please contact the Booking
Clerk for updates.
CNVH bookings
The Booking Clerk for CNVH can be contacted on 07800-883830, or by email at
CleoburyNorthDistrictVH@gmail.com

Wheathill and Loughton News
There will be no Services at either Wheathill or Loughton until further notice.

Local business support to the community
Please read the section on pages 6 – 8 about how our wonderful local businesses are supporting the
community during the coronavirus crisis, enabling us to stay home and keep away from other people.

Lottery winners - March
•

No. 155: Jan Hadoke, No. 265: Steve Howells, No.230: Izzy Barnard, No.212: Gill Rollings, No.6:
Miss A. Lee

th

Please send information for the May WN to Alison Greenan by 18 April.
Email greenan6qx@btinternet.com - telephone 01746-787032
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Chetton News
Services
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.
It will be a difficult time for some of us but please don’t hesitate to contact Sheila or June if help is needed
in any way.

Local business support to the community Please read the section on pages 6 - 8 about how our wonderful local businesses are supporting the
community during the coronavirus crisis, enabling us to stay home and keep away from other people.

100 Club winners
•
•

£15 – Peter Gill, No 25
£10 – Andrew Rutherford, No 37

Flowers and Cleaning
Zena and Moira

Events cancelled
All our social events are cancelled.

But some good news too!
On a brighter note, repairs have been ongoing at St Giles. We suffered roof damage during the gales in
February & thanks to Lisa’s organisation, our builder had the tiles back in place within a few days.
Thanks also to Jason & Caroline Massey who braved a cold Saturday morning to make level our Church
gates, thankyou both!
Keep well, everyone!

Chetton Village Hall
We are closing Chetton Village Hall until further notice.
However, as we go to press, the plant sale will take place on Sunday 17th May – see next page.
Thank you to Sarah Crawford Clarke, for arranging the Band, chilli, beer, gin evening at the hall, and the
huge amount of work that went into making the event such a success. We made over £700, so many
thanks to Chris and the team who helped.

Benefice website
Don't forget to look at the Benefice website to see what is going on in all the parishes too.
www.browncleechurches.org.uk

Please send items for this page for May WN to Pam Downing, pamdowning61@gmail.com
th
to arrive before the 18 of April
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Plant Sale
To be held on the car park at Chetton
Village Hall
Sunday 17th May
10.00 am until Noon
For further details please telephone Sue Bayliss on 789239

Neenton News
Coronavirus
We know friends and family members are worried about loss of jobs and business in this unprecedented
time and also many of our parishioners are falling into the over 70 age bracket and are, therefore, finding
themselves confined to their homes. It is important for us all, young and old to, in addition to the support
being given by the Government, actively watch what is going on locally within the community – in the shops
and pubs and to support the initiatives eg take away food, to ensure we all survive this crisis.
An informal WhatsApp page is being created so that those with mobile phones can keep in touch and seek
help if needed or just share their feelings.
A quote from a Food bank in the Diocese “ In this terrible crisis the really uplifting thing is good people
pulling out all the stops and helping one another – after it’s all over we might live in a kinder world”

Local business support to the community
Please read the section on pages 6 - 8 about how our wonderful local businesses are supporting the
community during the coronavirus crisis, enabling us to stay home and keep away from other people.
The Pheasant at Neenton
‘Flying Pheasant’ now preparing Take Away meals on a daily basis with a set menu each day.
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Pre order the day before between 12noon and 4pm
Details will be posted on Facebook and Instagram
Order can be picked up at the Pheasant or delivered in Neenton village
Food can be consumed on the day or frozen – details on preparing food are given with the order.

Please see page 6 for full details of how to order and receive your takeaway
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Neenton Events postponed
Annual Duck Race & Fete has been postponed until later in the year.
Annual Parochial Church Meeting – postponed until later date of 31st October 2020 by which time they
must be held and elections undertaken. This may change if social distance continues for longer than
expected.

I’ve got a bag of pasta and tomatoes in a tin
An extra pack of loo rolls the ultimate new sin
I can’t get any hand wash, baked beans are rare as gold
And everyone is worried as we protect our old
We watch out for the symptoms, a sore throat and a cough
And we avoid the handshakes, life now is getting tough
We’re following the guidelines and up and down the land
We’re singing Happy Birthday as we lather up our hands.
And if we are out shopping to see what’s left in town.
If we see someone sneezing we step away and frown.
Schools might soon be closing, Parents buy up gin
Weeks and weeks of boredom, the future’s looking grim.
Many will be worried that they can’t earn any money
And for those little businesses this time is far from funny.
But stop and look around you there is blossom on the trees
The birds haven’t stopped singing, we have butterflies and bees.
Use this latest crisis to step back from the strife
The pressures of your workplace and reassess your life,
Spring is round the corner feel that gentle breeze,
And when we have no paper there’ll be plenty of dock leaves!
Thanks to Jan Milward of Little Missenden WI

Bobbie Jarvis 01746 787093 - Susan Hale 01746 787650
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Severn Valley Group of Parishes
Rector: Revd Mike Harris

Revd David Poyner, Curate

The Rectory, Highley,
Day off – THURSDAY

St Mary, Billingsley
CHURCHWARDEN
Vacant

Tel 01562 68638 (home) or 0121 204 3997 (work);
email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
St Peter, Chelmarsh
CHURCHWARDEN
Derek Arnold: 07956-844854

St Bartholomew, Glazeley
CHURCHWARDENS
Vacant

April Services – Severn Valley Benefice
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.

Chelmarsh News
Eleanor Haddon writes:

Easter Services
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.

From the Registers
4th March 2020 - Memorial Service and Thanksgiving for the life of Mary Shelley, organist of St Peters
church for over 30 years, sharing her musical gifts with young and old alike. Our sincere sympathies go to
her family at this difficult time.
8th March 2020 – Baptism - Harry Patrick Michael Tranter. We welcome him into the St Peter’s Church
family.

Annual Parish Church Meeting
The Church of England has taken legal measures to extend the deadline for APCMs until the end of
October. The meeting planned for Tuesday 14th April will therefore not take place.

Gate Replacement
The PCC is most grateful to Charles Cadwallader who has generously replaced the small gate opposite
Church Cottage. It has been unusable for some months, but now is perfectly functional. Thank you,
Charles, for your thoughtfulness.

Church Cleaning
Tuesday 22nd April at 2.30 approx.

Local business support to the community
Please read the section on pages 6 - 8 about how our wonderful local businesses are supporting the
community during the coronavirus crisis, enabling us to stay home and keep away from other people.
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Chelmarsh Friends
Contact Jenny Green on 01746 862191 or Eleanor Haddon on 01746 862884 – for details. All welcome.

Chelmarsh Walking for Health
Every Monday (except Bank Holidays) from Chelmarsh Parish Hall at 10 am. Two levels of walks
available. Contact Eleanor Haddon on 01746 862884 for details.

Billingsley News
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.
Rev David Poyner wrote – prior to the restrictions imposed for coronavirus:
As I write this, we are preparing for the first of our 6.00pm monthly Sunday evening services in 2020. This
will be a service based on compline. Compline originated in monasteries; it is the last service of the day
and after saying it the monks would immediately go to their cells to go to bed. By the time this article
appears, it will have taken place, but if you have never heard of the service, I would encourage you to listen
to one of the many recordings you can find on the internet. Sung compline combines said prayers and
readings with haunting plainsong; I still vividly remember the impact it had on me when I attended my first
service, forty years ago. At Billingsley we have less plainsong (although I hope we managed some in our
service) but we do sing a number of hymns that hopefully catch the mood. At the March service, we also
welcome a new preacher to the church, Canon Rose Lawley, who has retired as a vicar from Kidderminster
to live in Highley.
The next evening service will be on 19th April; we are moving this back a week from its usual time as the
12th is Easter Day, when we will have a 9.00am Holy Communion service in the church instead. On the 19th
April, the theme will be “Creation; a scientist speaks…”, when we will look at what we mean by this word in
the light of modern scientific insights into evolution and the natural world. I am the scientist who will be
speaking…. It also fits with a new project we are launching this year, to enhance the value of the
churchyard as a space for nature.
We also have 8.00am communion services, for early-risers throughout the entire benefice… These are
scheduled for the 22nd March and 12th April.
David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley Benefice. Tel 01562 68638/ 0121 204 3997; email
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/ or our websites,
www.st-marys-billingsley.org.uk , https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/

Glazeley with Deuxhill News
Marion Corfield writes:

April Service
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of
England churches are suspended until further notice.
And a message from Marion to everyone – keep fit and stay safe.
Marion Corfield - 01746-764585

marion.corfield@talktalk.net
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The Stottesdon Group of Parishes
Rector: Revd Mark Daborn
The Rectory, Stottesdon, Shropshire, DY14 8UE
Telephone 01746-718127. Email mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk
Day off – THURSDAY

April Message

‘Peace be with you!’
(John 20:19)

It has been difficult over the long weeks of March to think beyond precautions against Covid-19. In
the churches we set about making things as safe as possible for the elderly and the vulnerable to
continue to come to services, until, as you know, in the middle of the month the Archbishops
directed that services be suspended. This gave new emphasis to our acknowledgement that some
people may prefer -for the time being- to avoid gatherings of any kind, and we assured those who
feel this way that they will be in our prayers.
Gatherings have suffered at this time of uncertainty: even the new bishop of Hereford has been
enthroned by video-link, and the service at the Cathedral cancelled. The Open the Book teams
were advised not to go into local schools from mid-March. These are sensible precautions to help
us look after those who need looking after, without getting hysterical or panicking. Hysteria and
panic are the enemies of good sense and sound judgement.
It seems a shame that so much of the media focus has been on things to be frightened about,
rather than just straight reporting of what is happening. But the media are in mutual competition,
so they need all to be offering the dramatic – and if dramatic means taking things a stage beyond
reality – well, there it is… What is ‘reality’ in these ‘post-truth’ days?
When we come out to the other side of the virus outbreak, as we will in due course, there may be
important lessons to be learned. Not least, that what is communicated quickly and easily around
our ‘global village’ is not all beneficial. And if there are good things to be learned about our
relationship among ourselves and between us and the rest of the world, there will be good coming
out of suffering.
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And that, if you like, is the point of the Easter message: after the storm there will be peace. So
when we celebrate Easter this year, however far on we are with dealing with Covid-19, we have
much to think about in terms of new beginnings and fresh opportunities.

This is the prayer that has been published by the National Church for those affected in any way by
this virus:

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort knowing that nothing
can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

And, when it’s all over, let’s look forward to a grand celebratory service for all the things we’ve been unable
to celebrate meanwhile.

Mark Daborn

Pastoral visits
If you, or someone you know, is in need of prayer or a visit or Communion at home or elsewhere,
then please contact Mark direct, or ask your churchwardens to help to arrange this.

The Stottesdon Group of Churches – COVID-19
The Archbishops sent round instructions on 17th March suspending all church services until
further notice. Services noted below* will take place only if that suspension is lifted.
Morning and Evening Prayer will continue to be read around the churches as the Daily Office,
but not as public worship.

All our churches will be open during the day for private prayer or quiet time.
Please do not hesitate to contact the Rector or Churchwardens if you feel that the Church
could help you, or someone you know about, during this time of uncertainly. If we can’t provide
the help ourselves, we will do our best to put you in touch with somebody who can.
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Stottesdon Benefice Group News
St Mary, Stottesdon
CHURCHWARDEN
Clare Tibbits: 01746-718007

St Giles, Farlow
CHURCHWARDENS
Joan Evans (01746-718619)
Nigel Savage-Bailey (07989-308599)

Holy Trinity, Sidbury
CHURCHWARDENS
Roz Jones (07837-609229)
Jo Laybourne (01746-718525)

St Mary, Cleeton St Mary
CHURCHWARDENS
Sue Dolphin: 01584 890583
Gill Jordan: 01584 891082

St John, Middleton Scriven
CHURCHWARDEN
vacant – so for now your contact is
Rev Mark Daborn (01746-718127)

St Michael, Silvington
CHURCHWARDENS
George Millichamp: 01584-891030
Annette Metcalfe: 01584 890161

Lectionary for April 2020
Sunday 5th

Sunday 12th

Sunday 19th

Sunday 26th

Palm Sunday

Easter Day

Second of Easter

Third of Easter

Red

White

White

White

Jeremiah 31:1-6
Psalm 118:19-24

Psalm 118:14-24

Matthew 21:1-11

Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18

Exodus 14:10-end, &
15:20-21
Psalm 16
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
John 20:19-end

Zephaniah 3:14-end
Psalm 116:1-7
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Luke 24:13-35

Local business support to the community
Please read the section on pages 6 – 8 about how our wonderful local businesses are supporting the
community during the coronavirus crisis, enabling us to stay home and keep away from other people.

Food supplies delivery
As featured on the Stottesdon Benefice Facebook page, “Katerfresh” (also known as
Cleobury Mortimer Freezer Centre) are a good local alternative to the more distant
supermarkets and their scarce on-line delivery slots. They are understandably on the lookout
for extra customers as they generally only supply to local pubs/ restaurants.
There is an extensive list of supplies (including tinned and dry goods as well as frozen
products); they will accept orders and card payment over the telephone, or cash on delivery,
and they would be willing to deliver to Stottesdon. Collections may also be possible
through church volunteers (the contact is Alex Daborn 01746 718127).
As they are catering suppliers, minimum quantities are larger than in other shops; however,
people could combine to put together and share an order?
Katerfresh, Unit 6, New House Farm, Tenbury Road [just by the Vets and Brewery]:
phone: 01299 271345 or email: katerfresh@yahoo.co.uk
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Silvington News
Annette Metcalfe writes:
In these days of uncertainty, we hold on to the sure knowledge of Our Saviour’s loving presence in our daily
lives. We are so privileged to live in our caring communities, amongst considerate and thoughtful friends
and neighbours. With less “social contact”, (how quickly we pick up the jargon!) we shall endeavour to keep
in touch with each other by all the means open to us; not least through the pages of the Wheatland News.

Greetings to all from St Michael’s, Silvington and our best wishes for your health and happiness in the
weeks ahead.

Services for April
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.

100 Club
Apologies for the delay. The results of the first draw will be published next month.

Cleeton St Mary News
Gill Jordan writes:

Our services for April
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.

100 Club Results
February
•
•
•
•

£20 Sue Breakwell No 55
£10 Harry Downes No 40
£10 Jack Condliffe No 84
£5 David Bowen No 26

March
•
•
•
•

£20 Sandra Harris No 9
£10 William Gibbon No 20
£10 Pam & George Downes No 64
£5 Chris & Sam Howells No 82

Farlow News
Pam Phillips writes ….

St Giles Services in April ….
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.

Easter Coffee Morning
It is with the greatest reluctance that we have decided to cancel the coffee morning on Saturday 4th April.
Whilst the current virus is presenting a threat to the vulnerable in our community, we feel it is a sensible
precaution not to have a gathering of people in the church at this time, where there will be inevitable
moving around and mixing.
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Winners of the March Hundred Club Draw were:
•
•
•

£20
£10
£5

Anne Karlson-Jones (25)
Maggie Beddoe (69) and Hazel Scott (59)
Margaret Turner (13) and John Derricutt (18)

Ruth Downes writes:
I am afraid to say that due to the uncertainty of all things the only thing to say from Melville is that sadly all
services and activities from Melville are suspended until further notice.
We ask that people keep up to date with our Facebook page as we hope to look at other ways we can help
the community, for now as a Church family we uphold everyone in our prayers.

Sidbury News
Jo Laybourne writes:

April services
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.

Sew and socialise…
Please contact Roz Jones on 01746 718285 for news of this month’s gathering.

Middleton Scriven News
Ann Constable writes:

Forthcoming Church services
Please note that in the light of the COVID-19 virus, all services in Church of England churches are
suspended until further notice.

Community Coffee Mornings – now in their 17th year! - and Events
All are currently suspended do to the Covid-19 outbreak …. However:
Just to let you know we want to reach out with our prayers, friendship and fellowship to all those in our
benefice and to those in the rural wider communities around us. We may not be able to travel, share
worship and meals with each other but we are in each other’s thoughts as we all try to find a way through
the unknown.
Finding something positive each day is so very important, and a friend of mine, living alone and now in self
isolation, has already started her ”positive book” where she jots down those good things. She goes back to
read her book when she’s feeling more negative or gloomy. This may not be the answer for everyone, but it
works for her.
Stay safe and virus free, and keep helping each other in whatever way you can.
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Stottesdon Church Parish Notices and News
From The Stottesdon Registers
28th February – Stottesdon & Middleton Scriven – Funeral Office for Henry Yates - RIP

Clare Tibbits writes:
There is no Refreshment Rota this month – our coffee and cake services remain suspended whilst COVID19 precautions are in force.
The Easter Flowers are being arranged by Diana Marsh.

Midweek Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer is usually read at 08.30 on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays – but please check the
weekly ‘pew sheet’ for variations.

St Mary’s 100 Club - congratulations to our lucky winners:
March: John Kingston, John & Linda Phillips, and Rachael Allen.
For all the latest news - please find Stottesdon Benefice on Facebook, keep an ‘internet eye’ on
www.stottesdonbenefice.co.uk or visit the Church of England’s website ‘a church near you’ - and then contact the
Churchwardens (see previous page) with any queries.

Deadline for the May edition (for Stottesdon Benefice and Parishes contributors) is to get copy to Chris
by first thing on Wednesday 18th April – Thanks!
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Stottesdon Community Diary 2020
This listing will be periodically updated. Any extra/altered dates will be underlined so that these can be
easily spotted…and please check with organisers to confirm details, including any likely impact of the
Coronavirus Restrictions.
APRIL:
Annual Parochial Meeting in Church – open to all
to hear about plans and activities in St Mary’s and
the Parish for the year ahead. New date yet to
be confirmed.

JULY:

(date t.b.a. look out for posters) annual
Churchyard/Church Spring-Cleaning morning

Sunday 5th Stottesdon Village Open Gardens (for
NGS Charities) 2-6pm and featuring
Refreshments provided at St Mary’s Church
together with special timed, guided tours of the
Heritage Church and Bell Tower. Details from
Clare 718007.

MAY:

Friday 10th or 17th (t.b.c.) Community Summer
Fete, Stottesdon School field.

Friday 8th from 7pm, ‘Ringing out for Peace’ as St
Mary’s Bellringers join others in towers all around
the country to commemorate Victory in Europe
(‘V.E’) Day
Sunday 10th Special Service marking 75 years
since the end of WW2 in 1945. We hope to stage
an exhibition of mementos and memorabilia from
those days – like those displayed for the
centenary of the 1918 Armistice.
More on this in the next edition; meanwhile, do let
us know if you have anything you’d like to loan for
the proposed exhibition in the church.

AUGUST:
a quiet month for rest/recuperation, or Holidays,
or a busy Harvest?
SEPTEMBER:
Sunday 6th St Mary’s Patronal Festival – special
services and activities ……
Saturday 12th annual Ride & Stride fundraiser for
Shrops Historic Churches Trust
(details of the Stottesdon Benefice Pilgrimage on
or about that date to follow later)

JUNE:
Sunday 7th - Annual Cricket Match, Stottesdon
.v. Kinlet at Kinlet Hall
Wednesday 17th 7.30pm – Climate Change –
“Science Fact or Fake News?”
– a keynote presentation from Phil Evans (Ops
Director, The Met Office) who is back, at the
invitation of the WI, to share his insights on the
global climate crisis.
Phil, well-known to many locally from his
childhood days here, is a hugely entertaining,
world-class speaker – this is one Church event
not to be missed!

OCTOBER:
Friday 2nd Harvest Festival Service at 18.30,
followed by Harvest Supper in church
NOVEMBER:
Sunday 22nd is “Stir-up Sunday” (come along to
Church at 10.30 to learn more!)
DECEMBER:
Christingle, the Parish Carol Service, the
Christmas Festival, Christmas Day ………
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Stottesdon Community Noticeboard
With Coronavirus Restrictions
continuing, please check events direct
with the organisers before attempting to
attend!
Stottesdon & District WI
Will NOT be meeting this month. Hopefully, the programme resumes in May.

Chorley Film Club
Film Club Members enjoy monthly big-screen films at 7.30pm on the
‘third Thursday’ in Chorley Village Hall and have free use of the DVD
Library too. Membership is £7pa –full details from Joe Bubb (01746
718693). For details of the April film and future programme, please
check with Joe!

Stottesdon’s Café and Village Shop
News of the permanent closure of the Shop and Café was breaking as Wheatland News went to press.
The facility will be greatly missed by the small band of loyal regulars – however the hard truth was that they
simply weren’t numerous enough for the enterprise to be viable! The space is expected to revert to its
former use as a Function Room.
Excellent alternative local shops continue to thrive “just up the road” at Heath Farm Meats, Bagginswood;
The Village Stores and Post Office, Cleobury North; and The Co-operative Stores, at both Highley and
Cleobury Mortimer.

The Fighting Cocks Inn
Is offering an amazing Takeaway beer and food menu Tuesdays to Saturdays 6-8pm whilst the
normal opening is not possible.
– for details please refer to the Facebook page or call Bre on 01746 718270

Cleobury Country Easter Farmers Market
… may be ‘under and around the spire’ at St Mary’s Church, Cleobury Mortimer for seasonal sales from
9.30am to 12.30pm on Saturday 18th April.

Compassionate Communities “CoCo”
The “CoCo” scheme run by Brown Clee Medical Practice, is working well in the Ditton Priors area, and is
being extended to the Chorley and Stottesdon areas with the objective of providing better support to people
who may be in danger of becoming socially isolated. Our local co-ordinator Beverley Montague (01746
718742) has all the details.
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U s e fu l C o m m u n ity C o n ta c ts
Brown Clee Walkers
Burwarton & District WI
Little Explorers Pre-School, Ditton
Priors
Burwarton & District Garden Club
Burwarton & District Wives Group
Chelmarsh Crown Green Bowling
Club
Chelmarsh Indoor Short Mat
Bowling
Chelmarsh Parish Hall
Chelmarsh Jubilee Club
Chelmarsh Walking for Health

Meeting Place for walks - Ditton Priors Church. 01746 712662
Meets in Cleobury North Village Hall. The 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2.30pm Contact
01746-712466
Open Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm. Contact Wendy Lloyd 01746 712506 / 787549
Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 8.00 pm. Contact 01584 823723 for details of
topic and venue
Meeting 8pm 1st Wednesday of the month. Contact Debbie Jones 01746 712421or Gill Severn
01746 712231
Welcomes old and new members. Contact Sue Jackman 01746 862850
Welcomes old and new members. The sessions are every Tuesday evening from 7.30-10.00pm.
Further details Sue Jackman 01746 862850
Available for hire - booking@chelmarsh parishhall.co.uk
Parish Hall 01746 86525 Jean Davis
Monday 10.00am except Bank Holidays. Parish Hall. Eleanor Haddon 01746 862884. 2 levels of
walking available

Chelmarsh Friends

Meet every 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Jenny Green 01746 862191

Cleobury North Village Hall

Booking Clerk 07800-883830 CleoburyNorthDistrictVH@gmail.com
Chelmarsh Parish Hall Tuesday evening. Suitable for children & Adults. Neil Morris Thursday
5.45pm 07969-996055
Every Tuesday during term time 9.30 – 11.30 Chelmarsh Parish Hall Contact Pam Baker
07846692323
Meets in Chetton Village Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 7.30pm Sam O’Sullivan
01746-868225
Meets Chetton Village Hall, last Wednesday of month except August Tel. Janice Burton 01584
823802
Available for Hire (fully equipped kitchen, digital projection equipment and large screen)
contact Jenny or Charlie on 01746 718437
Every Monday & Thursday 2.30 – 4.30pm at Cleeton & Silvington Village Hall, October to end of
April. Pam 01584 89261
Zumba - Thursdays 6.30pm 7.30pm all year Ula 01584 890200
Cleobury North Village Hall - low impact fitness programme working the whole body every
Tuesday 10.00 – 11.15am. Contact 01584-823640
Village Hall Wednesday morning (except Christmas) 9.30 – 12.30pm all welcome Various visual
art forms eg Water Colour, Oils & Acrylics. Mrs Denise Davies 01746 712521
Ditton Priors Village Hall Every Tuesday afternoon 2.00 - 4.00pm Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm
except the second Wednesday in the month when it will be Thursday at 8.00 – 10.00pm.
Everyone is welcome - try at no charge. Contact 712157
Meets in Ditton Priors Village Hall on 2nd Wednesday each month at 7.15pm 01746 712473
The Local History Centre, next to the Willows Café, opens 12.00-2.00 on Saturdays, and at
other times by arrangement. Contact 01746 712850
Meet in the Pavilion, Playing Fields, Ditton Priors Thursday 9.30 -11.30 am everyone welcome
for a coffee and play.
Jenny 712665
Second hand sales held every first Saturday of the month, 7.30am – 11am proceeds to
Children’s Football Field 01584 890644
Pre-school, holiday club and wraparound sessions. An integral part of Stottesdon Primary
School, Contact 01746 718769
Meets in various venues on the 3rd Wednesday in each month details from Helena Hale 01746
718012 or Clare Tibbits 01746 718007
Mike 01746712774 Betty 0174677515
Telephone Number 08448044999

Tae kwon-do
Chelmarsh Parent & Toddler
Group
Chetton & Gazeley WI
Chetton Folk Dance Club
Chorley Village Hall
Short Mat Bowling
Cleeton & Silvington V H
Fun & Fitness for 50+
Ditton Priors Art Group

Short Mat Bowling
Ditton Priors WI
Ditton Priors Local History Group
Ditton Priors Parent & Toddlers
Group
Ditton Priors Book Club
Knowle Sports Club
Stottesdon Gateway Nursery
Stottesdon & District W.I.
Stoke St Milborough Dance
Domestic Abuse Hotline

Coronavirus – useful websites
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus2019
For health emergencies, WHO’s worldwide role is to:
•
•
•
•

prepare for emergencies by identifying, mitigating and
managing risks
prevent emergencies and support development of tools
necessary during outbreaks
detect and respond to acute health emergencies
support delivery of essential health services in fragile
settings.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid19-list-of-guidance
PHE’s role, relevant to coronavirus, is:
•

protecting the nation from public health hazards

•

preparing for and responding to public health emergencies

•

improving the health of the whole population by sharing our
information and expertise, and identifying and preparing for
future public health challenges

•

supporting local authorities and the NHS to plan and provide
health and social care services such as immunisation and
screening programmes, and to develop the public health
system and its specialist workforce

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

https://www.hereford.anglican.org

https://www.churchofengland.org

https://www.youtube.com
Just type in ‘Anglican Church Services’ or any appropriate
words, to see a wealth of wonderful services
https://www.churchservices.tv/churches/
There may be many other sites, but we came across this one
and thought we’d pass it on.
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