
 
 
 

4.  Peter denies Jesus 
 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
Mark 14:72 
At that moment the cock crowed for the second time.  Then Peter remembered that 
Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.’ 
And he broke down and wept. 
 
Meditation 
He’d been so sure of himself and yet Jesus had known better, known him better.  
How could he have done it, how could he have been so weak?  He loved his Lord 
and yet with his own mouth he had denied him, cut himself off from him, left him 
isolated and alone.  Where was that certainty that had led him to declare that he 
alone would never leave him.  He had meant it then, truly he had, but that was then 
and this is now; a world of difference in only a few hours.  What was worse, what 
was infinitely worse was that he still believed, even now, that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God but even so he, Peter, had turned his back on 
him; claimed that he did not know him.  If he hadn’t believed it would have been 
bad enough betraying a friend; but he did believe and, even so, had betrayed his 
Lord.  His heart broke and he wept but all the tears in the world could never wash 
away his pain, the pain of letting Jesus down, the pain failing the one person who 
had never failed him.  Would he ever feel whole again? 
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, as Peter betrayed you, you experienced the double agony of love 
rejected and friendship denied: be with those who know no friends and are rejected 
by society.  You understood the fear within Peter:  help us to understand the 
anxieties of those who fear for their future.  To you, Jesus, who gazed with sadness 
at your lost friend, be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever. 
Amen. 
 


