
 
 
 

3.  Jesus condemned by the Sanhedrin 
 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
Mark 14:55-64 
Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to 
death; but they found none.  For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did 
not agree.  Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, ‘We heard him say, “I 
will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made 
with hands”.’  But even on this point their testimony did not agree.  Then the high priest stood up 
before them and asked Jesus, ‘Have you no answer?  What is it that they testify against you?’  But 
he was silent and did not answer.  Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Messiah, the Son 
of the Blessed One?’  Jesus said, ‘I am; and “you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand 
of the Power”, and “coming with the clouds of heaven”.’  Then the high priest tore his clothes and 
said, ‘Why do we still need witnesses?  You have heard his blasphemy!  What is your decision?’  
All of them condemned him as deserving death. 
 
Meditation 
Everything is closing in, the voices bearing down, question after question, mutterings, 
accusations……………He stands in silence …………They lean in, poring over the stories, looking for a 
way out, a way to end it all, be done with him…………He stands in silence ………… They quote his 
own words to him, out of context, making him out to be a terrorist, a blasphemer……………He 
stands in silence ………… At times it feels like the walls themselves are closing in, whispering 
against him, lying, misquoting, hating ………He stands in silence ………… Eventually the high priest 
has had enough and asks him straight: ‘Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?’  ‘I am’ 
he replies; the name of God used to identify God’s Son.  They sit up, they close further in.  Most 
have given up hope of him ever speaking!  But he knows the law, he speaks, he tells the truth, 
and now they have him!  As far as they are concerned, it’s over.  All they need is the Roman 
stamp of approval. 
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, you were the victim of religious bigotry: be with those who are persecuted by small-
minded authority.  You faced the condemnation of fearful hearts: deepen the understanding of 
those who shut themselves off from the experience and wisdom of others.  To you, Jesus, unjustly 
judged victim, be honour and glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 


