
 
 
 

2.  Jesus is betrayed and arrested 
 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
Mark 14:43-46 
Immediately, while Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived: and with him 
there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes and the elders.  
Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him 
and lead him away under guard.’  So when he came, he went up to him at once and said. 
‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him.  Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. 
 
Meditation 
A kiss.  The most intimate touch twisted into an act of betrayal!  What was going through 
Judas’ mind?  Was it love or hate?  Regret or disappointment?  Sorrow or indignation?  A 
personal moment of vulnerability overshadowed by a baying crowd of violence and anger!  
Man betrays God with a loving gesture, how many times has that been played out through the 
ages?  Yet Jesus accepted it.  Stood still and embraced his betrayer, welcomed the coming 
kiss, called him ‘friend’, his heart breaking as he whispered it in the ear of Judas.  He accepts 
the betrayal.  He accepts the future, knowing the way ahead makes no sense in the eyes of 
the world.  He is ready …………… Are we ready?  Ready to make choices that the world will not 
understand; ready to resist the instinct to run and hide, ready to resist the desire to fight for 
our own survival, ready to walk with those who betray us, ready to love our enemies and 
embrace those who abuse us; ready to show a different kind of courage to show a different 
kind of humility; ready to follow our call, to walk in his path to love in his way. 
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, you were betrayed by the kiss of a friend: be with those who are betrayed and 
slandered and falsely accused.  You knew the experience of having your love thrown back in 
your face for money: be with families which are torn apart by mistrust or temptation.  To you, 
Jesus, who offered your face to your betrayer, be honour and glory with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
Amen 


