
ROMANS	 8.	 8-11	 (Shortened	 –	 whole	 reading	
6-11)	Good	News	Bible	
Those	who	obey	their	sinful	nature	cannot	please	
God.		But	you	do	not	live	as	your	sinful	nature	tells	
you	to;	instead,	you	live	as	the	Spirit	tells	you	to	-	
if,	 in	 fact,	God's	 Spirit	 lives	 in	 you.	Whoever	does	
not	 have	 the	 Spirit	 of	 Christ	 does	 not	 belong	 to	
him.	But	 if	 Christ	 lives	 in	 you,	 the	 Spirit	 is	 life	 for	
you	 because	 you	 have	 been	 put	 right	 with	 God,	
even	though	your	bodies	are	going	to	die	because	
of	sin.	 	If	the	Spirit	of	God,	who	raised	Jesus	from	
death,	lives	in	you,	then	he	who	raised	Christ	from	
death	will	 also	 give	 life	 to	 your	mortal	 bodies	 by	
the	presence	of	his	Spirit	in	you.		

JOHN	 11.	 20	 –	 27	 (shortened	 –	 whole	 reading	
1-45)	Good	News	Bible	
When	Martha	 heard	 that	 Jesus	 was	 coming,	 she	
went	 out	 to	 meet	 him,	 but	 Mary	 stayed	 in	 the	
house.		
Martha	said	to	Jesus,	"If	you	had	been	here,	Lord,	
my	brother	would	not	have	died!		
	 But	 I	 know	 that	 even	 now	 God	 will	 give	 you	
whatever	you	ask	him	for."		
"Your	brother	will	rise	to	life,"	Jesus	told	her.		
"I	 know,"	 she	 replied,	 "that	 he	will	 rise	 to	 life	 on	
the	last	day."		
	 Jesus	 said	 to	her,	 "I	 am	 the	 resurrecJon	and	 the	
life.	Those	who	believe	in	me	will	live,	even	though	
they	die;	and	those	who	live	and	believe	in	me	will	
never	die.	Do	you	believe	this?"		
	"Yes,	Lord!"	she	answered.	"I	do	believe	that	you	
are	the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	God,	who	was	to	come	
into	the	world."		

Short	ReflecIon	

We	 all	 need	 to	 find	 inner	 strength	 to	 face	 an	
uncertain	 future.	 Especially	 now.	 This	 Sunday’s	
readings	 could	 help	 us,	 if	 we	 come	 with	 open	
hearts	and	minds.			
‘Those	who	 live	and	believe	 in	me	will	never	die’.	
But	this	 is	not	true	–	 if	you	take	 it	 literally.	We	all	
have	 to	 die.	 But	 when	 Jesus	 says,	 ‘I	 	 am	 the	
resurrecJon	and	the	life.	Those	who	believe	in	me	
will	 live,	 even	 though	 they	 die’,	 then	 it	 makes	
sense.	Jesus	came	to	bring	new	life,	here	and	now.		
‘Life’	is	one	of	the	themes	in	John’s	Gospel:	‘In	him	
was	life,	and	the	life	was	the	light	of	all	people.’	 	‘I	
have	 come	 that	 you	might	 have	 life,	 live	 in	 all	 its	
fulness’.	 	 And	 Paul	 says	 that	 you	 can	 experience	
this	 new	 life	 through	God’s	 Spirit	working	 in	 you.	
And	 in	 his	 leVer	 to	 the	 GalaJans	 Paul	 spells	 out	
what	 this	 means:	 	 it	 is	 the	 Spirit	 that	 produces	
love,	 joy,	 peace,	 paJence,	 kindness,	 goodness,	
faithfulness	and	self	control.		
We	all	desperately	need	to	rediscover	this	new	life	
at	the	moment,	to	help	us	get	through	this	Jme	of	
tesJng	with	the	coronavirus	pandemic.	 	We	don’t	
know	 how	 long	 it	 will	 last.	We	 don’t	 know	 if	 we	
will	 catch	 the	 virus	 ourselves.	 And	 that’s	 the	
hardest	part:	not	knowing.	We	need	to	be	able	to	
say	 with	Martha,	 ‘I	 believe	 you	 are	 the	Messiah,	
the	 Son	 of	 God’.	 May	 God	 help	 us	 all	 to	 live	 by	
trust	 and	 faith,	 and	 discover	 once	 again,	 inner	
strength	for	living	and	loving.	As	Jesus	said	in	John	
4	 “the	water	 that	 I	will	 give	 them	will	 become	 in	
them	 a	 spring	 which	 will	 provide	 them	with	 life-
giving	water	and	give	them	eternal	life.”	
Brian				
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Prayers	
A	prayer	of	thanks	and	praise	
Thank	you,	Lord,	for	your	constant	presence.	
Thank	you	for	holding	us	and	comforJng	us.	
Thank	 you	 for	 crying	 with	 us	 when	 we	 are	
hurJng.	
Thank	 you	 for	 weeping	with	 us	when	we	 are	
broken-hearted.	 Thank	 you,	 Lord,	 that	 you	
never	let	us	down,	
that	you	always	give	us	hope.	Amen.	

A	prayer	for	others	
We	pray	for	all	who	weep	today:	for	those	who	
grieve	and	mourn	for	the	 loss	of	 loved	ones	–	
husbands,	wives,	mothers,	 fathers,	 daughters,	
sons,	brothers,	sisters,	friends...	
We	pray	 for	 those	who	care	 for	people	at	 the	
end	 of	 their	 earthly	 lives:	 chaplains,	 hospice	
workers,	 nurses,	 doctors,	 carers,	 pastors,	
undertakers...	
Give	 them	 strength,	 courage,	 empathy	 and	
love	as	they	walk	with	those	who	weep.	
We	 pray	 for	 situaJons	 where	 there	 seems	 to	
be	no	hope;	
for	 families	 destroyed	 by	 death,	 poverty,	war,	
violence,	or	abuse;	for	those	who	feel	let	down	
by	society;	
and	for	those	who	feel	let	down	by	you	–	may	
all	know	your	presence	in	those	dark	Jmes.	
As	 they	wait	 on	 you,	 comfort	 them,	 Lord,	we	
pray.	Amen.	

A	personal	prayer	
God	of	hope,	
heal	me	and	restore	me,	
that	 I	might	 know	your	 resurrecJon	power	 in	
my	life.	Amen.	
	

News	

Dear customers

I hope you are all keeping well.	
	
As you are aware the Shop is only doing 
grocery orders for collection(deliveries).	
We made this decision at the start of the week 
to protect our customers and the staff.	
	
The process of taking orders and processing 
them ready for collection is a longer process 
than seeing the customers face to face, 
because of this we will need to restock on 
Saturday from 12.30pm until we re-open again 
on Sunday morning, however you are very 
welcome to place email orders but these won’t 
be dealt with until Monday.	
	
On Sunday  morning we will be putting the 
newspapers outside along with the bread and 
milk with the honesty box. however you are 
very welcome to place email orders but these 
won’t be dealt with until Monday.	
	
I hope you understand my situation and your 
co-operation is gratefully appreciated.	
	
I will update the grocery stock photographs on 
the Facebook ’BillesdonCommunity and 
Surrounding area group when the new stock 
arrives’	
	
Kind regards	
Sarah

(We may not be able to access this FaceBook 
page) 
We	hope	some	of	you	may	find	this	helpful.	

Keep	smiling!	

Our	thanks	to	all	at	the	Billesdon	shop	and	to	
Richard	Clowes	and	Mark	Hurley	for	being	
the	‘delivery	boys’.		It	is	very	much	
appreciated.			
Below	is	an	update	leVer	from	Sarah.

Contacts 
Brian: 01858 431 843

Hilary: 0116 259 9752 or 07970718987

Jo: 0116 259 9654


