
Some Guidance for Praying Together Apart 

 

If you are able please join in prayer at 10am on Sunday, when I 

hope many across the Benefice will do so, but if you can’t don’t 

worry, anytime is fine, it’s the prayer and offering the time to 

God which is the most important part. 

 

It is worth printing off the service in advance of Sunday. 

 

I have included all readings and prayers with in the text but you 

might want to light a candle, find some suitable music, or even 

sing a hymn. Virtually every hymn can be found on “You Tube” if 

you have access and you can then feel that you are joining with 

a  choir as you sing the lyrics. But the service is fine to use as it is 

with no other accompaniments.  

 

If you are able, then do join with others in your household, via 

skype or even the phone or just remember that you are in the 

company of the whole communion of saints wherever you are. 

 

 

 

 

Praying Together Apart 
 

 
 

Passion Sunday Service 
Lent 5 March 29th 2020 

 
 
 

 
Opening Responses 
 
In winter and springtime 
In summer and Harvest 
God speaks to us 
 
In struggle and suffering 
In death and resurrection 
God speaks to us 
 
In word and action 
In prayer and promise 
God speaks to us 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 
Jesus says; “Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden,  
and I will give you rest.” So let us bring our burdens to the Lord and 
lay them at the foot of His cross. 
 
Most merciful God,  
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been,  



help us to amend what we are,  
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, 
our God. Amen. 
 
May God who is both power and love, 
forgive and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
The Collect 
 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
Bible Reading : Jeremiah 31:31-34  
 
 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
    “when I will make a new covenant 
with the people of Israel 
    and with the people of Judah. 
 It will not be like the covenant 
    I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand 
    to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, 
    though I was a husband to[a] them,[b]” 
declares the LORD. 
 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 
    after that time,” declares the LORD. 

“I will put my law in their minds 
    and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, 
    and they will be my people. 
No longer will they teach their neighbour, 
    or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ 
because they will all know me, 
    from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the LORD. 
“For I will forgive their wickedness 
    and will remember their sins no more.” 
 
 
Psalm 130 
 
Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice; ♦ 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
 
If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, ♦ 
O Lord, who could stand? 
 
But there is forgiveness with you, ♦ 
so that you shall be feared. 
 
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; ♦ 
in his word is my hope. 
 
My soul waits for the Lord, 
more than the night watch for the morning, ♦ 
more than the night watch for the morning. 
 
O Israel, wait for the Lord, ♦ 
for with the Lord there is mercy; 
 
With him is plenteous redemption ♦ 
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 



Gospel Reading from Mark 10:32-34  
 

Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time 
 
They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, 
and the disciples were astonished, while those who followed were 
afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told them what was going 
to happen to him. “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the 
Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand 
him over to the Gentiles,  who will mock him and spit on him, flog 
him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” 
 
Reflection on Passiontide by Rev Janet Stewart 
 
At the time of Jesus all roads would lead to Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover. A special time of remembrance and re-enacting 
together the great escape from Jewish bondage in Egypt all those 
years ago. 
 
Now Jesus and his twelve disciples were making their way to the 
crowded city. Many other travellers would be accompanying them 
too; groups and families, friends and neighbours all walking together. 
But Jesus may have been strangely quiet. What was he thinking? 
As Zealots, Judas and Simon may have been excited and expectant 
that maybe at last Jesus was going to show his true colours as 
Messiah and get rid of the Roman rule. 
 
The others maybe had a foreboding and were anxious to protect 
their leader. Jerusalem would have been a very dangerous place for 
him. The temple police would have already been alerted. Perhaps 
Jesus had one of his ongoing temptations ‘save yourself’. It was not 
going to be easy! Jesus had previously warned his disciples to ‘take 
up their cross’ and follow him. 
 
For centuries the idea for Christians of ‘taking up your cross’ has 
been taken as suffering or struggle through difficult times. Not so for 

Jesus’ listeners! There was only one person who took up their cross. 
It was the condemned slave or criminal who had to carry their 
crossbeam to the place of execution. No one took up their cross 
unless they were going to die.  But each time Jesus predicted his 
death he spoke of rising again. On this Passion Sunday we have the 
huge advantage of knowing the Easter story! 
 
With all the coronavirus restrictions around us, it will not be easy for 
any of us. But one of my favourite texts is Jesus’ words saying that 
he will be with us always to the end of time.  A line from a chorus 
also says ‘he walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow 
way’.  
 
He still does. Courage! 
 
Extract from “He will Walk” a Lenten Meditation by the Iona 
Community) 
 
He will walk  
A little in front of us 
Towards Jerusalem 
 
He will not be scared 
Though we are apprehensive. 
 
If we try to discourage him,  
He will recognise the devil in our voice,  
And he will tell us as much 
In no uncertain terms. 
 
The he will go on again,  
In faith,  
Towards Jerusalem 
 
He will walk 
A little in front of us 
Into controversy. 



 
He will not be scared 
Though we are apprehensive. 
 
He will argue with the intelligent,  
Stop in their tracks, the self-assured,  
Touch the scabby,  
Upset bank balances 
By his outlandish behaviour in the sanctuary,  
And weep in public. 
 
The he will go on again,  
In faith,  
Towards Jerusalem. 
 
Prayers  (some suggested petitions, you may wish to add your own) 
 
Let us pray for those who will be born today and bless them in Jesus’ 
name. 
 
Let us pray for those who must work today, especially those working 
to keep us safe and provide for our needs, and bless them in Jesus’ 
name 
 
Let us pray for those who must travel today and Bless them in Jesus’ 
name 
Let us pray for those who are self-isolating today and bless them in 
Jesus’ name. 
 
Let us pray for all who are ill today, and all who care for them and 
bless them in Jesus’ name. 
 
Let us pray for all who will die today, and all who mourn, and Bless 
them in Jesus name. 
 
Let us pray for ourselves, our families and our friends today and ask 
Jesus to Bless them and us in His name. Amen. 

The Lords Prayer 
 
Our Father,  
Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name;  
Thy kingdom come;  
Thy will be done; 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Unless a single grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it 
remains a single grain: but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. 
John 12; 24 
 
Blessing 
 
May Christ who died for us on the cross,   
draw us to himself, 
to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, 
and the assurance that all our sins are forgiven; 
and may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon us  and remain with us always. 
Amen. 


