
St. Thomas’ Church Weekly Notices    SUNDAY 22nd March 2020 

 

  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 Welcome to St. Thomas’! 

 

  

 

 



St. Thomas’ Church Weekly Notices    SUNDAY 22nd March 2020 

 

  

 

A very warm welcome to St Thomas’ Church.  

 

This sheet is now also being sent via email! Please contact the office  

on our temporary number of 01543 452785 if you wish to receive an emailed copy.  

 

Please see A Church Near You (www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/) for general 

St. Thomas’ information and also www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/  

 

Rev’s Ramblings 
 

Well, this isn’t where we expected to be a couple of 

weeks ago, is it?  Max & I went to the Peak District in 

the caravan on 9 March and by the time we came back 

10 days later it seemed as if the world had fallen apart!!  

No church, no meetings – still, I was able to get my hair 

cut on Friday – even if there were no carrots at the Farm 

Shop on Saturday!! Small blessings eh?! 

 

This is obviously going to be a difficult time for all of us, and especially those who 

live alone, so I reckon the phone lines and emails are going to be very busy as we 

try to keep in touch with one another.  Of course, the main line of communication 

we need to keep open is with God.  He may well seem far away at the moment, but 

He is there – remember the story of Esther at the last Together service:-   

God was silent, but God was there!!  Just made for this time!! 

 

Look out of the window – see the bulbs coming into flower – hear the birds singing 

and flying to and fro building their nests!  Life is carrying on – we must just trust in 

God to help us through and to bring us out even stronger at the other end.  Blessings 

to you all. 

 

Sue Quibell 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
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___________________________________________________________________ 
 

MISSION FOCUS 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
CORONAVIRUS: THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING 
 
As the shadow of Coronavirus falls, the UK has been placed on lockdown, and 
much of the world with it. Church doors are closing. Worship-as-usual is over, for 
now. Does this mean that church itself has been put on pause? 
 
Well, no. Because church was never just bricks-and-mortar. This crisis could 
actually be a chance for the Church to be at its most Christ-centred – to fulfil its 
mission to serve the most vulnerable and bring hope.  The Church was made for 
times like these. If the Church isn’t relevant to a world in the grip of Coronavirus, it 
isn’t relevant.  Sunday worship is an important part of church, but it’s not the most 
important part. What was it that Jesus said should be the defining characteristic of 
his followers? Love. (John 13:35). 
 
Love is the nature of God himself. Love is our mandate and our mission. The 
essence of church is love. Where there are people committing acts of love and 
kindness, there is church. Tearfund itself grew out of the compassion of the Church 
in the UK, and millions of lives have changed as a result.  So how can the Church 
love the world in the grip of the Coronavirus? 
 
For more than 50 years, Tearfund has helped churches respond to emergencies.  
Earthquakes. Tsunamis. Famines. Conflict. Churches know the needs of their 
communities and how best to respond. They often hold positions of influence and 
come with a ready-made team of volunteers. In times of crisis, the Church is the 
first to arrive and the last to leave. 
 
Thank you for your support 
 
God Bless and stay safe 
 
Janet  
TEARFUND CHURCH REP 
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____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Letter From Mark McIntyre, Acting Rural Dean 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Dear Friends across the Walsall Deanery 
  
We are living in unprecedented and uncertain times, with our lives and society changing beyond 
all recognition. The pace of change is enormous. When we began the season of Lent, we were 
expecting to journey together towards the celebration of the Lord’s passion, death and 
Resurrection. Yet in a space of just over a week we have seen the suspension of public worship 
and now the closure of church buildings completely. Our Easter celebrations are looking very 
different from anything we have known before. 
  
Yet as Easter approaches, we remain an Easter people, who despite everything, seek to live in 
hope. On Sunday 22nd March, the Archbishops called for a time of prayer, and for people to light a 
candle in their window at 7pm. People of all faiths and indeed none, seem to reach out and meet 
this opportunity. We continue to pray to God for our nation and our communities. 
  
Also as Acting Rural Dean, can I make a special plea that you pray for the clergy, who are in very 
new and unchartered waters, some will be feeling overwhelmed by the task ahead, some will also 
be finding new and innovative ways to offer services on the internet. Some will be trying their best 
to keep in touch with parishioners and congregations, again via new technology and telephone. 
For clergy with families and loved ones, it is important that they have quality time with those they 
love.  For clergy who live alone, it is important that you find ways of showing they are loved, as 
well as in your thoughts and prayers. Please pray too, for all those on the front line in our hospitals, 
care homes and indeed, our funeral directors. 
  
Needless to say all Deanery meetings and events are cancelled for the foreseeable future, until the 
present crisis is over. 
 
Please stay safe, stay at home and above all, pray for one another, for our deanery and its 
communities, for your clergy and lay ministers, that we may soon gather again as an Easter people, 
filled with the hope of the Resurrection of Jesus. 
  
With much prayers and every blessing 
May the Lord protect you and keep you in his care. 
  
Fr Mark McIntyre 
Acting Rural Dean 
Walsall 
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___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Digital Resources For Online Worship and Prayer 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

ONLINE WORSHIP FOR FAMILIES: 
Live Family Worship: Join the Drake Family on Wednesday's and Saturday's at 4pm for their live 
Family Worship session.  Nick and Becky Drake are the people behind the songs such as 'Creator 
God', 'City on a Hill' and 'Big Family of God' if you know them.  Their sessions comprise of some 
live acoustic songs, an interactive, family participation story and prayer, lasting about 30 
mins.  Well worth a watch, and the previous videos can be viewed at any time 
at:   https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone/ Hannah Evans 
 
ONLINE WORSHIP OPTIONS FOR EVERYONE: 
Faithlife:  Please use this facility.   
During this time of social isolation we will try and connect you with various ways to still have 
spiritual teaching.  We are reminding people that previous sermons are on line so that you can 
listen to ones you missed or listen again to those that challenged you or that you enjoyed. 
 
If you click on the link below it will take you direct to our sermon site. From there just scroll 
down to the particular sermons you want and click the button on the bottom right of it, it’s blue 
like a tray with an arrow on it. The option then comes up down load audio, or download video. If 
you download video you will get pictures too. 
Any problems let me know and we’ll see what we can do. I’m hoping to expand our options as 
time goes on. God Bless. 
 
1 click on  http://faithlife.com/stthomas 
2 scroll down to choose message or sermon you want 
3 click on blue button on right hand side, looks like a tray with an arrow in to it 
4 choose either download audio or download video from little blue box 
5 wait for it to download then press the play button in middle of screen   
Roger Woodhall 
 
The Church of England Website:  Please look at this website as it provides a variety of helpful 
tools for online worship and prayer.  Please copy or type the following link in your search engine: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches 
Then click Digital Resources (found in the middle/left of your screen).  You should see lots of 
options, such as - apps for prayer, audio services, online streaming and a link to BBC Radio 4 Live 
Lent: Care For God’s Creation. 
 
BBC Radio 4 Daily Services:  Look at their website and will find a selection of audio options to 
choose from within their website. 
If you don’t have access to the internet you can listen to Radio 4 LW at 9.45am tomorrow  
27th March – “Let There Be Darkness”.  You will hear a Bible Reading, prayer and a range of 
Christian music lead by David Walters together with space for spiritual reflection. 
 
There’s lots to keep us all going! 

https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone/
http://faithlife.com/stthomas
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
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____________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICES 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NHS Applause: Please join the whole Country at 8pm tonight, by giving a round of applause to 
our truly amazing NHS Heros!  So open your doors and windows and clap as loudly as you can to 
show our appreciation! 
 
Aldridge Parish Church, Prayer:  Following the new Government guidelines, all Churches must 
now close.   Sadly  Aldridge Parish Church will no longer be able to open for prayer.  Therefore, 
you may find Liz Spires note below helpful as she lists times when we can all pray together as a 
Church in our own homes … 
 
Prayer:  At this time of world crisis when we are not meeting together to worship or pray to the 
Lord we can still do this as individuals (couples or families) at home at the times some of us 
would be meeting together. 
Space to Pray usually meet on Monday evenings from 6.30pm-7.15pm  
Revival Prayer Meeting on Wednesdays from 7.30pm-8.00pm  
Their members will be praying at home so why not set aside these times to join together ‘in 
spirit’ as we ask the Lord to intervene in our world and in our nation.  
We could also pray on Fridays between 12 noon-1.15pm when Jan’s prayer group would be 
meeting and also on Sundays when church would be meeting.   
There is always so much to pray about but even more at this time, so let’s come together in Spirit 
and show the Lord that we are serious in our requests.  Let’s also just keep reminding ourselves 
of God’s promises to us and remember that He is still Sovereign over all. 
Peace of the Lord be with you.  Liz Spires 
 
Thomas Project Closure:  Due to consequences of the Coronavirus The Thomas Project taken the 
decision to close for the immediate future.  Therefore until further notice The Project will no 
longer open on Tuesdays.  The food bank will continue to open during the usual hours on 
Wednesdays and Fridays (hours may change to suit volunteers’ needs).  Karen and Sheree intend 
to be available to receive phone calls.  Sheree, the Deputy Project Manager would like to thank 
everyone for their support during this trying time and if you have any queries please her at the 
Thomas Project on 01922 452213.  God Bless.  Sheree 
 
Thomas Project Funds:  The closure of The Thomas Project has resulted in cancellation of all 
planned fundraising events.  The Team are concerned about meeting regular expenses such as 
rent and bills etc.  Please pray about this. 
 
St Thomas’ Church Office:  Office work is currently being completed at home.  Genette will still 
be working her usual office hours of 9am – 12pm, Monday to Thursday and she will be popping 
into the office periodically to collect post etc.  You can contact her on 01543 452785 or email 
office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk. 
 
 
 

mailto:office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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____________________________________________________________________ 
 

NOTICES 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Rainbows In Windows:  For those of you putting up rainbows in your front windows, or those 
wondering why there are rainbows springing up everywhere, they are intended as an 'I Spy' 
game for children (or anybody really) to spot and count when they go for walks, as a symbol of 
hope and a reminder that God's banner of love and protection is over us.  Please go to our 
website and click Childrens Activities in the Menu, for link where you can pin your rainbow to a 
map 
 
Befriending: At LinkingLivesAldridge we are receiving lots of referrals from Making Connections 
Walsall for people who would like telephone befriending in Aldridge.  We are looking for lots of 
volunteers who would give up a few minutes, 2 or 3 times a week, to give someone a call. Just 
hearing another voice can make such a difference when you are feeling lonely and isolated.  It 
would be great if you could help.  Please contact revbevboden@btinternet.com  or call or text 
me on 07970808819 or message me on Facebook.  Or contact Elaine by email  
Aldridge@linkinglives.uk   Rev Bev Boden, Aldridge Methodist Church 
 
Easter Holiday Club: I am sure it will come as no surprise to you that Backpackers Holiday Club 
will be unable to go ahead as planned in the light of guidelines which have been issued by the 
Government and Church of England with regards to the coronavirus.  After the health crisis has 
passed we will reschedule the Holiday club. For those who had already booked and paid- your 
money will be refunded in full to the card with which you paid. We thank you for your 
understanding and apologise for any inconvenience or disappointment caused.  Hannah Evans, 
Children and Families Worker  
 
Safeguarding:  It is possible that the C0 (Foundation Course) for Safeguarding may not be able to 
take place due to the current Coronavirus situation.  We will keep you informed as the situation 
changes. The training will not be boring, but interactive!  It is for everyone that hasn’t yet done 
this training or those who need an update.  It will also useful for everyone that comes to Church, 
so we encourage you all to do it!  (This was originally planned to take place in Church from 7.30 
pm – 9.30 pm on Thursday 30th April).  Sue Grundy and Kate Mason 
 
Caravan Holiday Bookings:  Please check with Marlene Bradburn to see if she is still taking 
bookings for their static caravan at Dyffryn Seaside Estate, Barmouth for the coming season.  Rob 
now owns the van and is responsible for all arrangements and can be contacted on 07873 
403748 or Marlene at 01922 457790 for more details. Thank you.   
Marlene Bradburn 
 
 

ALL REGULAR WEEKLY GROUPS ARE CURRENTLY SUSPENDED 
  

mailto:revbevboden@btinternet.com
mailto:Aldridge@linkinglives.uk
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 Clergy: Rev Jeremy Bakewell 07790 986575 and Rev Sue Quibell 07889 885545 if you want 
would like to talk please feel free to phone on the numbers above. 

 Church office is open Monday to Thursday from 9 a.m. till 12 p.m. Genette Andrews. 
Telephone (01922) 453942 and there is an answerphone.                                                              
Email: office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk (day off: Friday). 

 Children and Families Worker: Hannah Evans on 07921 387241 or via email 
hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk (days off: Monday and Saturday). 

 Pastoral Care Coordinator: Vera Russell on (01922) 616383 or 07806 519301 or via email 
vjrus@gmail.com  

 Prayer Coordinator: Liz Spiers on (01922) 453944 if you wish to discuss any prayer needs, 
including ongoing prayer ministry and details of the Prayer Circle. 

Wardens 

 Clive Thomas: 07811 341212 or email clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk  
 Sue Grundy: 07772 925069 or email susan.grundy@yahoo.com 

 Andrew Dickson: 07989 143388 or andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com 

 Vera Russell: 07806 519301 or email vjrus@gmail.com 
  

 

Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. If you have concerns about how somebody might be 
treating you or another person, please do not hesitate to contact Sue Grundy (for children) on 
07772 925069 or Sue Quibell (for adults) on 07889 885545 (see poster in church foyer for other 
numbers and information). A copy of our safeguarding policy is available from the church 
foyer and church office.  
 

Fabrics and Health and Safety – Andrew Dickson may be contacted via 07989 143388 or 
andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com directly, if you notice or need help with any such issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper and Jordan School Applications: Parents should be aware that we follow the 
school’s admission policy on attendance and in accordance with Diocesan guidelines ‘regular 
attendance’ at worship constitutes a minimum of at least two services per month. The 
guidelines further suggest that regular attendance should have been for at least two years 
before application. Please see the Welcome Desk to ensure your attendance is recorded. 
New information: Supporting letters are now being done in batches when we receive the 
list of applications from C&J. The letters are then sent directly back to C&J but feel free to 
check with our office that your child’s name features in the list. Thanks, Genette.  

Gift Aid: The Government adds 25% to each ‘Gift Aided’ donation at no cost to you.  If you 

don’t have a regular Gift Aid arrangement, but would nevertheless like to Gift Aid a donation 

today, please use one of the brown Gift Aid envelopes available from the leaflet rack, or do ask 

a Steward to find one for you.  Please see our Treasurer, Ron Heaton for more information if 

needed. 

mailto:office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
mailto:vjruss@gmail.com
mailto:clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:susan.grundy@yahoo.com
mailto:andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com

