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COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic 
As many of you may have already heard, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
have issued a press release regarding the COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic. 
 
This release, in short, states that with immediate effect all regular Public Worship is 
suspended. 
 
In summary, we, and all Church of England Parishes, are not open for any Sunday or 
weekday worship, and until further notice all church services, events and meetings are 
cancelled/postponed.  (At this time, we are waiting for guidelines to be issued in 
regard to Weddings and Funerals). 
 

The Archbishops’ letter states that this decision “does not mean that the Church of 
England has to shut up shop. Far from it.” They suggest that we need to “look at new 
ways of serving everyone.”  In order to do this we will be arranging things to ensure 
that the two churches and the clergy are available as much as possible. 
 

Unless officially advised otherwise, St Stephen’s will be open every Sunday morning 
between the hours of 10.00am to 12 noon to allow anyone who wishes to come 
into church to pray or to sit and enjoy being in God’s house.  Likewise it is intended 
that, unless officially advised otherwise, St Michael and All Angels will be “open” on 
Sunday mornings from 10.30am to 12 noon. 
 

It may be possible that “video casting” can be used.   Clergy will be available at St 
Michael & All Angels as often as possible; perhaps daily 9.00am to10.00am.   If the 
‘Church Open’ banner is on show outside the church, that means there is someone 
inside and everyone is very welcome to come in to sit or pray. 

It is however important to ask anyone coming into church to use the hand sanitiser 
gel or the handwashing facilities in the church, as they both enter and leave the 
building.  To keep yourself and others safe, please try and respect this time as a place 
for private prayer and not a public meeting; maintaining a safe distance of at least two 
metres away from others in the building. 
 
Pastoral Care for One Another  
 

We are aware that this news may leave some people feeling very isolated, and that in 
the coming days and weeks many in our Parish will enter self-isolation considering 
Government guidelines. We want to be able to offer Christian help and support to 
anyone affected. If you find that you are struggling with adjusting, or if you have to 
self-isolate, we can offer support – whether just a phone call, or shopping, or offering 
prayers, or picking up a prescription or something else.  Please let us know if you need 
us. 

(contact information over page)                                                                      
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For St Stephen’s Church  
In the first instance, please call Claire on 01889 881409 or  
email daveandclaire1964@tiscali.co.uk or contact us via email (see inside cover of 
Contact) or via Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/StStephens.GreatHaywood/ 
 
For Colwich Church: 
In the first instance, please call Jane on 01889 881368 or email  jemcol@hotmail.co.uk 
or contact us via email (see inside cover of Contact) or via Facebook at 
https://facebook.com/ColwichParishChurch/  
 

Or access www.achurchnearyou.com  
 

We will do all we can to help.  (Please note, we will not be able to visit any household 
where there are COVID-19 symptoms, but will try and assist in other ways where we can, 
most likely by phone or email). 

 

Administration arrangements for the Parishes 

 
 

Enquiries to arrange a wedding at St. Stephen’s Church please contact 
Revd. Simon Davis 01283 840242. 
 

Enquiries to arrange a Baptism, Funeral, or Memorial Headstone at      
St. Stephen’s Church please contact Claire Hunt 01889 881409. 
 

Enquiries for Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals and Memorial Stones at      
St. Michael & All Angels’, Colwich, please contact Malcolm Ford 
01889 801962. 

 

Thank you.  We will do all we can to assist you. 

Pastoral Care Co-ordinators 
 

Colwich:  Jane Maingay (Tel: 01889 881368) 
St Stephen’s:  Claire Hunt (Tel: 01889 881409) 

Pastoral Care: St Stephen’s Church 
 

If you know of anyone who is in need of prayer or a visit, St Stephen’s has a 
dedicated Pastoral Care team.  The team visit those who are unable to get to 
church for one reason or another but they need to know the names and contact 
details of people, who would appreciate this help.  If any one knows of anyone, 
(they do not have to be church members), who might need a visit or prayer 
please contact: 
 

Claire 881409,  Jenny 882874,  Janice 881349,  Maggie 882430 or 
Sheila 01889 623953 
We will do our best to help.  Thank you.  

mailto:jemcol@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/ColwichParishChurch
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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How’s it going?  The self- denial, I mean.  
Have you done it this year, have you given something up for Lent?  
If you have, are you really missing it, or was it something you weren’t bothered 
about anyway?  
When I asked the school children what they had given up, one lad said, 
“homework” (I don’t really think that’s the idea at all!)  
And if you have, why have you?  
After the pancakes, was it just tradition or an effort to lose the unwanted 
pounds that you put on at Christmas, that made you sign up to it?  
Whatever we do it for, it is a really useful tool, to get up close and personal with 
our Saviour.  
In these weeks of Lent, every time we miss that cake, biscuit, chocolate or bag of 
crisps, we remember Him and it reminds us of the sacrifice that He made for us 
on the cross at Easter.  
And it gives us the nudge to pray to Him there and then, to repent the mistakes 
we have made, and continue to make, and to ask for His forgiveness.  
If you are unsure that you are forgiven, buy a packet of party balloons, each 
with a light inside. Blow up the balloon and imagine that your every breath is a 
mistake you have made and ask to be forgiven.  
When it is blown up, tie it off and stick a pin in it.  
You are left only with the light, with Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  
What more could any of us want, but to know for sure that all our sins are  
forgiven?  
Wishing you all a very Happy, Special and Blessed Easter.  
Pam. 

Editors’ Spot 
 

Everybody in the UK has been asked to stop non-essential contact with 
other people and avoid all unnecessary travel.  Unfortunately, this means 
that all of the local activities and social events have been cancelled for 
the foreseeable future. 
All we can do is hope that the situation will improve as quickly as 
possible and we can all return to our usual busy lives. 
Keep safe and keep well.                                             Russell & Peter 
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St George's Day used to be a national holiday in England. It is now an observance that is 
celebrated with parades, dancing and other activities. Flags with the image of St George's 
cross are flown on some buildings, especially pubs, and a few people wear a red rose on 
their lapel. Church services on the Sunday closest to April 23 often include the hymn 
'Jerusalem', written by the poet William Blake. The words describe a supposed visit to 
Glastonbury, England, by Jesus Christ during his youth. 
 

About St George's Day 
St George was born sometime around the year 280 in what is now Turkey. He was a 
soldier and rose up through the ranks of the Roman army, eventually becoming a 
personal guard to the Emperor Diocletian. He was executed for being a Christian on 
April 23, 303, and is buried in the town of Lod in Israel. 
 

St George is most widely known for slaying a dragon. According to legend, the only well 
in the town of Silene was guarded by a dragon. In order to get water, the inhabitants of 
the town had to offer a human sacrifice every day to the dragon. The person to be 
sacrificed was chosen by lots. On the day that St George was visiting, a princess had 
been selected to be sacrificed. However, he killed the dragon, saved the princess and 
gave the people of Silene access to water. In gratitude, they converted to Christianity. It is 
thought that the dragon represents a certain type of pagan belief that included the 
sacrifice of human beings. 
 

St George's Day was once celebrated as widely as Christmas. But the celebrations waned 
by the end of the 18th century after England had united with Scotland on May 1, 
1707. In recent times, there has been a push, involving campaigns and petitions, to 
make the day a public holiday in England. 
 

St George is the patron saint of a number of other places, such as Bulgaria, Ethiopia, 
Georgia, Greece, Portugal and Russia. Around the world, a number of days are devoted 
to St George, including April 23 and dates in November and 
December of the Gregorian calendar. 
 

Symbols 
 

The most widely recognized symbol of St George's Day is  
St George's cross. This is a red cross on a white background, 
which is often displayed as a flag. It is used as England's 
national flag, forming part of the Union Flag, the national flag 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  

Celebrate  
St George's Day 

 

THURSDAY 
APRIL 23   

2020 
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From the Church Registers 2020 
 

2 February  Angela Baker 
Following a funeral at Colwich Church: 
Interment of Ashes at Stile Cop Cemetery, Rugeley 
 

12 February   Barbara Jean Geheb 
Interment of Ashes at Colwich Parish “1924 Churchyard” 
 

20 February David Roberts 
Funeral service and Committal at Stafford Crematorium 
 

Jesus said,  “My Father’s house has many rooms; … And if I go and  
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am.”  (John 14. 2-3) 
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Like everyone looking forward now all the “In Bloomers” are eagerly 
looking forward to the SPRING, we had a small taste of blue skies and 
the sun at the end of February, so we all say “bring it on”. 
 

Summertime begins on the 29th March and Easter follows on, so 
Colwich Parish In Bloom are entering Great Haywood into the R.H.S. 
Small Parish Section and the Friends of Marlborough Meadow; Friends 
of Cliff Road; Friends of Mill Lane; and Friends of Mill Close are to 
enter the “It’s Your Neighbourhood” part of the competition. 
 

This is a good time to say a heartfelt “thank you” to our founder 
member and Chairman Amyas Stafford Northcote, the support he has 
given us has been tremendous.  We also thank Janet and Tom Wain for 
their fundraiser and practical help and hope they will stay with us. 
 

Our new Chairman is Alan Doehren and our Vice Chairman is Jim 
Sarjant.  
 

We are lucky to be living in such a community based part of 
Staffordshire - The Haywoods. 
 

Unfortunately, we do get some vandalism at the back of the Jubilee 
Playing Field (the culprits are caught on camera), and some stupid 
young people ride bicycles at night without lights. 
 

The Haywood “In Bloomers” are always happy to welcome new 
members, our committee meetings are usually on Wednesday evenings, 
why not look on our website www. colwichparishinbloom.uk and make 
yourself known. 
 

Anne Clendon B.E.M. Tel 01889 808214 arclendon@gmail.com 
 

Material can be considered for inclusion in the May issue if it is received by 

one of the co-editors no later than Tuesday 10 April but preferably well 
ahead of this deadline.  

 

We reserve the right to edit or omit submitted items.    

Any views or opinions expressed in Contact are not necessarily those  
of either of the above churches or their PCCs. 

 

The dialling code for telephone numbers shown without one is 01889. 
 

Readers: Please remember to mention Contact when patronising  
any of our  advertisers. 
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Clubs and Societies 
For information on whether these meetings will be going ahead,  

please get in touch with the main contact for each group. 
 

The Haywood Society 
 

“Standing up for the character and 
amenity of the area”  

All monthly meetings at 8.00pm in SSC 
 
 

Wednesday 22 April 
Andy Holt: 
‘Kingfishers’ 

 

Contact: Jane Maingay (881368)  
 
 

Phoenix Group for over 50s 

 

Weekly - Monday Exercise Class 
 

Wednesdays at 2.00pm  
Bridge, Crafts, Art, Scrabble 

 

Every third Thursday in month 
Walk and lunch 

Meet in VH 
 

Contact: Margaret Hassell (881616) 
 

Great Haywood  
Women’s Institute 

 

Monthly second Thursday in MH 
7.30pm 

 

Thursday 9 April 
Members Evening 

Team Quiz 
 

Contact:  Christine Hill (808194)  
 

VENUES 
 

VH = Colwich & L Haywood Village Hall 
MH = Memorial Hall, G Haywood 

SSC = Sports & Social Club G Haywood 

 

The Haywoods Permanent Way 
 

Club for Rail enthusiasts 
All meetings in SSC 

 

Meetings all cancelled  
until September 

 

 
Contact: wesley.till@hotmail.co.uk 

www.haywoods-permanent-way.co.uk  

 
 

Wednesday Club 
 

Games & social activities for  
people over 50 

2.00pm — 4.00pm in MH 
 

Wednesday 1 April 
Wednesday 15 April 
Wednesday 29 April 

 

Contact: Cys Dyble (882467) or 
Dorothy Rose (881963)  

 

Hardy Plant Society 
 

Friday 17 April 
 

Neil Timm: 
‘The World of Ferns’ 

 
 

Meet in VH 
 
 

 
Haywood Bowling Club 

 
Weekly Tuesday 2.00pm in VH 

 
Contact: Pat Checketts (881860) 
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The Haywood Society 
has published 

 

A HEARSAY HISTORY of 
THE HAYWOODS AND COLWICH  

Part II 1939-1945 
Part I (1900 – 1939) 

 

NOW REPRINTED and available 

Based on the memories of people who lived in the villages during 
that time. 

 

£4.00.(+ 75p P&P) from 01889 881368 

The Yew tree at Shugborough 
 

One of the most remarkable yew trees in England is growing at 
Shugborough, near Stafford, the seat of the Earl of Lichfield. It is 
noteworthy, not only for its form and the extraordinary spread of its 
branches, but for the manner in which they have taken root and for the 
rapid growth of young shoots after rooting.  

The largest yew tree in the UK as 
defined by its spread; it now covers 
nearly an acre of the garden to NE 
of the house. The yew is likely to 
have been planted in the 17th 
century and so is a relict of the  
pre-Anson landscape.  

It is thought to be over 350 years old and once had a tunnel running 
through it. Patrick Lichfield’s grandfather would host charity garden parties 
on the lawn beside the tree and charge an entrance fee to the yew tunnel 
in order to raise further funds for his worthy causes. Sadly, the tunnel has 
long since grown over and visitors are unable to access the interior.  

The tree is a haven for wildlife and in winter plays home to three muntjac 
deer and in spring a large community of firecrests happily fly amongst its 
branches. In fact, it is always teeming with all manner of mammals, birds 
and insects. 
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VOLUNTARY TRANSPORT SCHEME (VTS) 

A REGISTERED CHARITY SERVING COLWICH AND THE HAYWOODS 
 

HERE TO HELP OUR NEIGHBOURS,  
FRIENDS AND FELLOW VILLAGERS   

    
Latest update on the local Colwich & Haywood Voluntary Transport Scheme 

 

Early in March two of our drivers resigned, which we are sad about.  They have both 
been most helpful in taking people to the hospital and GP appointments but 
unfortunately at this time they cannot continue their volunteering.  Without a doubt we 
will miss them very much.  However, the VTS seems always to land on its feet and when 
a driver or a co-ordinator resigns, we often find that someone has been thinking about 
joining us and decides to call us.  I wonder if this time, it will be YOU! 
 

Maybe you have seen our advert before and you have been challenged.  Well, we need 
you now as there is a little hole in our manpower and like a car cannot run without 
petrol, so the VTS cannot get our clients to their hospital, GP and dental appointments 
etc. without our dedicated team of drivers.  And of course we rely so much on our team 
of co-ordinators too who listen to client’s messages and spend time calling our drivers 
to see who is free.         
 

If you think you can help us by volunteering as a driver or co-ordinator, please call the 
VTS number – 07938 725066 and leave a message.  We will reply to you as soon as 
possible.  Alternatively, call Linda directly on 01889 801962 or Geraldine on 
802358.  Thank you.   
 

Here is a description of how the Scheme works: 
 

We take people without their own transport to local hospitals, GPs, opticians, 
chiropodists, local shopping, hairdressers etc.  
 

DRIVERS 
• Do not need to have any qualifications to be a driver, just a current driving licence.   

• They are not obliged to do every drive that is requested of so they are not expected 
to be ready for action from 9 to 5, Monday to Friday.  They choose which drives are 
convenient for them.  A mileage allowance is given  

 

CO-ORDINATORS  
• Co-ordinators take telephone calls from their own home so no travelling involved.   
• They take it in turns, a week at a time, approximately on a 6 week cycle.   
• Each day they listen to the recorded telephone calls and call the drivers in their own 

time, so they are free to manage their day to suit themselves.  Any age group 
welcome and all expenses paid for.  

Stop press -  due to the coronavirus and the Government’s directives for self-isolating, 
the VTS is currently running with fewer drivers than usual.  

We will try to meet all our client’s needs but there is a possibility we may not be able to  
-  as always, we will do our best! 
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A VARIETY OF TOP QUALITY BLINDS 
AT DISCOUNTED PRICES 

Free Estimates!  Free Fitting! 
Fast Local Service 

Phone your “local Blind Man” 
NOW!! 

on Weston (01889) 270638 

IAN DOWSON (BLINDS) 

Mobile 

07850297154 
Telephone Stafford 

01785 664860 

Our friendly shop is open every Tuesday to 
Saturday except Bank Holidays. 

No appointments necessary. 

£7.00 

Please 

mention 

‘Contact’ 
magazine 

when 

supporting 

our 

advertisers 
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The Roving Canal Traders Association 
are excited to announce they are again holding an  

 

EASTER FLOATING 

MARKET 
 on the towpath of the  

Trent & Mersey canal,  

in Great Haywood 
 

 Friday 10 to Monday 13 April 2020 
10.00am — 5.00pm daily 

 

There will be lots of trading boats with interesting crafts on 

sale showing amazing talent and a range of 

fantastic unique items available for you to buy. 
 

See our website for more details: www.rcta.org.uk 

Please be aware that this is a changing situation and we may cancel 
meetings and events at short notice. Please therefore always check our 

social media or website before travelling.  

 

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE  
COLWICH & HAYWOODS SUPPORT GROUP 

 

The Colwich & Haywoods Support Group already has plans 
in hand for this year’s events to raise funds for Katharine House Hospice. 
 

The ever popular Open Gardens Day is being held on Sunday, 5 July.  This is 
the group’s major fundraising event of the year, when many gardens of all 
sizes and designs are opened, providing residents and visitors with a very 
pleasant day in wonderful surroundings.   
 

Further information about the gardens opening will be available shortly, but if 
you would like to open your garden please contact Ann Jones on 01889 
621372. 
 

Further information on the group’s fundraising events will be published over 
the coming months, but in the meantime have a look at the website – 
colwichkhhospicesupport.com 
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HATE OVEN CLEANING? 
 

We are a local independent firm specialising in oven cleaning 

We clean  
Domestic ovens, 

cookers, Agas, Ranges, 
Extractors &  
Microwaves 

Call us today for a free over-
the-phone  
quotation. 

Minimum disruption 
Low odour Excellent results 

OVENGEM-Tel: 07816 344173 (01889 582005) 
 www.oven-cleaning-staffordshire-co.uk 

 t.tilsley@btconnect.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Tree surgery - Felling & dismantling - Pruning & shaping 
Hedge & conifer reduction - Logs & woodchip for sale 

Grass cutting - Stump removal 

Fully qualified & insured : Free quotations 
 

 
 

 65 Seedcroft Lane, Abbotts Bromley WS15 3DS 

Tel : 01283 840763 - Mob : 07970 707473 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

 

Would you 

like  

to advertise 

YOUR  

business  

in this  

magazine? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

See the contact  

details on 

page 2 

Rowley Park, Nr Hoar Cross, Staffordshire 
T: 01889 504163  M: 07989427411 

W: www.timothywarr.co.uk  
E: enquiries@timothywarr.co.uk 

FREE QUOTATIONS, COLLECTION & DELIVERY  

Antiques restored with care, knowledge  
and craftsmanship. 

• Traditional & modern upholstery 
• Traditional French polishing 
• Modern Finishes 
• Removal of heat & water marks 
• Furniture repairs 
• Flood damage 
• Cane & Rush Seating 
• Quality antiques for sale 

mailto:t.tilsley@btconnect.com


15 

 

TWINNING ASSOCIATION – BRIEF HISTORY  Part1 
 

The idea of a Twinning arrangement was the brainchild of a German Gentleman, 
Herr Kleinert, whose sister lived in the Stafford area. He had a holiday home in 
Cliff Road, Great Haywood, in the house now lived in by Irene & Lloyd Dulson, 
an omen for the future as they were to become keen members of our 
Association, and indeed, Lloyd was our Chairman for over 15 years. 
 

Herr Kleinert floated the idea of a twinning link with the Haywoods and the 
Rimbach area where he lived in Germany. 
 

The outcome was a dialogue between the Colwich Parish Council and the 
Burgermeister (Mayor) and Council of Rimbach in the Odenwald area of 
Germany. The resulting Charter was first signed in Germany in the Spring of 
1983 by officials of the Rimbach Council and the Colwich Parish Council and 
witnessed by interested members of both communities. This signing of the 
Charter was reciprocated at a ceremony in Shugborough Hall on 8th October, 
1983. The Rimbach delegation was led by their Burgermeister, Herr Knaut and 
Colwich Parish Council was led by the Chairman, Cllr Monica Moreton, who 
signed the Charter, and was witnessed by interested villagers. This ceremony 
completed the formalities that officially set up the Twinning arrangement. The 
Charter, written on velum by a Nun from St. Mary’s Convent, now hangs in the 
Parish Office. 
 

The running and management of the Twinning arrangement was delegated by 
the Parish Council to the “Colwich & Haywoods Twinning Association”. A 
“Constitution” was written to regulate the running of the Twinning Association. 
Lord Lichfield added his support by allowing the Association to use a family 
shield as their badge. This is used in our letterhead as above, together with the 
Village badge. 
 

In Rimbach the running and management of the Twinning arrangement is 
delegated to the “Partnerschaftsverein Rimbach” (abbreviated to PaRi). This 
organisation also administers a Twinning with the French town of Thourotte now 
not fully active. 
 

We also became members of the Stafford Twinning Association and received 
funding from the Borough Council. This funding stopped a few years ago and 
eventually led to the disbanding of the Stafford Twinning Association. 
 

(To be continued in the next issue) 
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Easter joy and happiness 
 

I wonder what you associate with Easter?  Is it those lovely chocolate eggs that 
have been adorning the shelves in the supermarkets for what seems ages now.  
I’m convinced that the supermarkets - whatever their name is - get their Easter 
egg supplies in even before the New Year begins.  For someone who has a 
passion for chocolate, I’m sure my eyes open up very wide as I pass the Easter 
egg shelf at the back of the store we shop in and I am hoping that I will get that 
special chocolate egg that I like so much and ask for every year.   
 

So, back to what we associate with Easter.  Certain things come to my mind such 
as two days off from work (if you are still working that is).  I am now retired but 
when I was working, I looked forward very much to having some extra days at 
home with my family and a shorter working week.  Perhaps we like to see family 
and friends at Easter as it gives us extra time to spend with them.  I think too 
that we all hope for some good weather at Easter so that we can enjoy ourselves 
outdoors or perhaps in the garden relaxing or doing some odd jobs after the 
gloomy winter months.  Also associated with Easter are bunnies – special Easter 
bunnies - and new life with sweet little chicks popping into the world through a 
cracked egg shell.    
 

Malcolm and I sometimes remind our children of what Easter was like for us 
when we were young.  We were both 1946 babies so we have the same 
memories and experiences.  Easter Sunday for me was a day for wearing my best 
dress, usually one that my mum had newly made for me and going by train from 
Battersea to visit my Uncle Ted and Aunty Rene who lived at Twickenham.   
 

Now, a serious question, did you, dear reader, male or female, have new sandals 
at Easter?  Oh, I heard a resounding ‘yes’ right over from Great Haywood to 
Colwich and all of you lovely people in Coley Lane could be heard saying ‘yes’ 
too.   I’m sure that WGI whose extraordinary 
memories and writings of the past, published 
regularly in the Contact had new sandals at Easter 
time when he was a boy!  The sandals that my 
hubby and I remember came in colours of brown, 
blue and red.  They had a T bar fastening and 
crepe soles. My children, though now grown up, 
cringe at the thought of them.  Especially when I 
reminded them that they too had the same sandals when they were small 
children, resulting in more painful and cringing faces, especially from my two 
sons - ha-ha..   
I think a long time ago Malcolm and I concluded that we both had the brown 
coloured sandals which I believe were what most children had but the blue and 
red ones I think were ‘a bit special’.   
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So many thoughts around Easter time and if I could have a face to face 
conversation with all you lovely people reading this, you would have your own 
memories and thoughts of Easter and what it means to you.  
I’m just stepping back 2 or 3 months and it is often said at Christmas time that if 
Jesus had never been born and come to live on earth for 33 years, we wouldn’t 
celebrate Christmas at all – we’d have no Christmas carols to sing, no Christmas 
cards to send, no tinsel and twinkling lights in the house, no Christmas pudding 
to eat and no crib service (there probably wouldn’t be any churches either).   
 

This can also be said of Easter for had Jesus not come to earth and died a cruel 
death on the cross there would be no joy and happiness on Easter Sunday when 
we rejoice that our Lord Jesus, who died that we might be forgiven, was brought 
back to life by God, His Father.  Because of Easter we can ask Jesus to come into 
our lives, and know Him as our Saviour.   Jesus is not associated with Easter - He 
is the reason we have joy and happiness and chocolate eggs at Easter time and 
we can praise Him for ever.  
 

John 3, verse 16 
God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life. 
 

Linda Ford 

 

Prayer for Serenity 
 
God, grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference. 
Living one day at a time, 
enjoying one moment at a time; 
accepting hardship as a pathway to peace; 
taking, as Jesus did, 
this sinful world as it is, 
not as I would have it; 
trusting that You will make all things right 
if I surrender to Your will; 
so that I may be reasonably happy in this life 
and supremely happy with You forever in the next. 

Amen 
                                    
Reinhold Niebuhr 
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Memories and Musings…“Cadbury Certificated in Eternal Greece 

and Uncle Tom” 

“It’ll be in ‘Eternal Greece’”.  This was invariably the response of my mother on 
being asked where some important document, such as a certificate, might be. When 
I started applying for jobs and needed my “O” and “A” Level certificates, it was to 
the huge over-sized book simply called “Eternal Greece” (with its photographs of 
Greek marble statues seemingly near life-size!) and kept on the top shelf of my 
father’s six feet tall bookcase, I was drawn.  Taking it down was tricky without  
making all the other books on the shelf crash on to the old Decca TV in its big 
wooden box with a V-shaped aerial on top.  Once opened Eternal Greece revealed 
not just the said certificates but numerous fading and folded newspaper cuttings 
which my mother preserved for whatever reason and other incredibly important 
certificates including the indubitably impressive one certifying my having gained  
the laudable achievement of... 3rd place at my Primary School Sports’ Day, 1956, in 
the Egg and Spoon Race!   I think I gained 1st in the sack-race!  Then there was a 
lovely colour document certifying my having passed my Cycling Proficiency Test, 
which was presented along with a metal disc with the Proficiency Triangle on a 
bracket for fixing on a bike’s handlebars, in a position such that one’s chin could 
easily come into contact with it, if braking suddenly. I never fixed my disc to my 
bike.  My brother had a fabric pennant for attachment to the front mudguard, but I 
think, the powers that be eventually decided they were inherently too dangerous 
so came up with the idea of an anodised disc; not unlike a miniature bacon-slicer! 
 

But, as usual, I digress.  Preserved within “Eternal Greece” … the pun became a  
family joke which might more realistically refer to an old greasy chip tucked away 
in the dark recesses of the grill in the cooker… were several other certificates  
awarded by Cadbury Ltd., in the days when it was a British-owned company. The 
certificates arrived at our primary school, accompanied by a box of Cadbury  
Neapolitans which were miniature bars of Dairy Milk. You could even buy a little 
vending machine to put them in, which also doubled as a money box. And there 
were Creme eggs too but I never liked them and still don’t!  It was always in the 
weeks before Easter, in April, that we school pupils were told that we were again 
entering Cadbury’s Writing Competition. We had no choice! 
 

I seem to recollect that we had to write a story which somehow included an  
account of how Cadbury’s chocolate is made from bean to foil- enveloped Easter 
egg.   We had to submit our stories in our best handwriting using the Osmiroid 65 
or Platignum fountain pen we may have had the previous Christmas.     
American made automatic ink-filling fountain pens were also all the rage.  They 
worked by capillary-action and merely required the nib being dipped into the ink 
bottle so that it began to draw up the liquid as if my magic.  The trouble was that 
they didn’t absorb much ink so they quickly ran dry in usage. They weren't so very 



19 

 

different from old-fashioned dip pens.  I didn’t necessarily have the most elegant 
or consistent handwriting, cloned as it was from the ubiquitous Marion Richard-
son cursory-style of the 1950s but I did find that I nearly always won one of the 
prizes, resulting in the certificate and the box of  mini-choc bars, or Creme eggs. 
Miss Richardson’s influence is  still evident in my handwriting.  My letter “z” 
which looks a bit like a number “3” below the line frequently confused my pupils. 
 

Thinking about competitions for children to enter and usually involving some 
aspect of handwriting, there was for many years a local weekly newspaper called 
“The Rugeley Times” which emanated from its offices in Bow Street in Rugeley.   
Tucked away in the pages was a Children’s Corner, conducted by someone  
masquerading as “Uncle Tom” … in reality, and not surprisingly, I gather he was 
the newspaper’s editor.  Uncle Tom wrote an article maybe on some aspect of 
nature and wildlife and there was always a competition which might or might not 
be based on the article.  There was usually a set of questions which had to be 
answered on a post card in our “best handwriting” and posted to the offices in 
Rugeley.  The prize-winners’ names (and addresses...no GDPR)  in three age 
groups were published in the following week’s newspaper, so it was a good sales’ 
tactic. It was a wonderful to see one’s name printed in the ‘paper.  Even more 
wonderful was the expectation of the arrival of the Postman (or woman) during 
the following week bringing the envelope addressed to “Master ….” containing, 
yes, a Postal Order (do they still exist?) for five shillings (1st prize) or half-a-
crown (Runner up). Five shillings would be 25p today, but in 1958, worth about 
£7 in today’s money. To a seven year old it was a windfall! Taking the Postal  
Order to the village Post Office for it to be cashed was a wonderfully exciting 
experience as the official-looking piece of paper with a crown in its corner, was 
stamped and redeemed (there’s a sermon there!) for one or two big half-crown 
coins (12 & 1/2p) which were handed over.  With the coin(s) clutched in one’s 
clammy fist, one’s legs seemed to work even faster in the mad dash home longing 
to hear the coin(s) go clunk in the money box.  Mine was a toy safe made of tin 
and finished in crackle-finish green paint. It had sharp edges and  two  
combination dials.  It would not get past any toy-safety (CE) standards today. 
 

In the 1950s unofficial “uncles” and “aunties” were common.  Our parents’ 
friends and even cousins, were always called Uncle This or Auntie That.  We  
never used an adult’s Christian name without the quasi-kinship appellation.  My 
Godmother was my real auntie Muriel, but my Godfathers, Uncle Ben and Uncle 
Herbert were respectively: a particular Army friend of my father and a customer 
from Currys!  Uncle Herbert was a Latvian (Lutheran by Denomination) and my 
father who was working at Currys at the time, sold a radio to him. Dad got talking 
to him and invited him to Sunday dinner; he became a good family friend. We 
borrowed “Uncle” Herbert’s Vauxhall for a very wet holiday in Barmouth in 1956. 
Herbert and his wife Lottie later ran a poultry farm on Etching Hill.      Years later 
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in1976, a boy (aged 11) I was teaching came up to me after the first lesson 
and proudly informed me that he thought we had a “mutual Godfather”. We 
did! 
Some may remember the wireless (okay if you, insist, radio) programme called 
“Children’s Favourites” on Saturday mornings on the BBC Light Programme, 
hosted by “Uncle Mac”  (Derek McCulloch1897–1967 who was also the 
voice of Larry the Lamb in Toy Town) whose signing-off words, even in the 
morning, were always, “Goodnight, children… everywhere.”  My brother and I 
wrote time and again  to Uncle Mac requesting our “favourites”: J. Strauss II’s 
“Thunder and Lightning Polka” or J. Clarke’s “Trumpet Voluntary” but they were 
never played.  There were also requests for songs like “Tubby the Tuba” but 
pop-music then took over and Uncle Mac retired. Announcing “She loves you, 
Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!” wasn’t exactly his ‘thing’ in his slightly Scottish brogue;  
although he was born in Bristol. 
 

And so the nation’s number one Choc-fest of the year, approaches; namely 
Easter.  As I said, I never much liked Creme Eggs with their bright yellow  
fondant “yokes” but it was different with other types.  Sometimes my brother 
and I received a fantastic Kunzle egg each, or one of the cardboard variety 
which contained toffees.  I particularly loved the boxes in which Easter eggs 
came.  I could make them into “TV screens” , tiny Theatres or even cars with 
Meccano wheels.; using the last of the rolls of Sellotape I had for Christmas! 
 

Today, there is a plethora of Easter egg confectionary all got up to attract atten-
tion and money.  Last year I think it was “Frozen” film-themed eggs; I wonder 
what it is this year?  There are some called “The Real Easter Egg”; on sale in a 
few supermarkets. Made by the Meaningful Chocolate Company they include a 
little book which tells the real story of Holy Week and Easter.   Sadly we hear of  
children (hopefully not from our schools!) who think that Easter Day is the 
birthday of the “Easter Bunny”…  and seem to know nothing of the events in 
Jesus’ life on earth, without whom there would be no Easter.  Some years ago, 
during a churches’ open-air service of hymns and readings on Good Friday in 
Rugeley, a woman was overheard saying to her friend, “Fancy picking today of 
all days, for all this. Don’t they know we’ve got all this shopping to do for  
Easter?” Hey-ho!  Even longer ago a friend and I made an audio and slide 
show for a Stafford Council of Churches’ Good Friday event in what is now the 
Gatehouse Theatre.  We had bowled up to people in the streets to record and 
photograph them, asking them why Jesus died and what Easter meant to them.  
A dad and mum said Jesus’ death “gave Him more credence,” (discuss?) some 
young men said it “meant an ‘oliday”(sic). One man said, “Jesus died for our 
sins...that’s all I know”  (at least he knew!) and a lovely old lady, who said she 
had “lost two babies”, said, “I’ve great faith, that Jesus did die for us… I’ve great 
faith…have you?” WGI 
(I wonder what happened to Eternal Greece?) 
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12, High Chase Rise, Little Haywood, Stafford. ST18 0TY 

Heating Services Ltd 

Andy McDonald 
Mob: 07817 544808 
Tel: 01889 801097 

Email: haywoodheating@gmail.com 

.co.uk 

“Mobile Foot Care” 
Jane Knight BSc, RGN, MCFHP, MAFHP 

 

• Corns 

• Verrucae 

• Calluses 

• In growing toe nails 

• Nail trimming and filing 

• Reduction of thickened nails 

• Treatment of fungal nail infections 

• Consultations and advice 
 

01889 590114  07791 625378 
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CONSERVATORY ROOFING REPAIRS / CLEANING AVAILABLE 

Also fit new windows, doors, conservatories, fascias, soffits,  
guttering, rubberised roofs and wheelchair ramps. 

Why not upgrade your existing windows with ‘A’ Rated Glass 

Are your double glazed units misted? 
Have you got a broken sealed unit? 
Tired of your old double glazing? 

DON’T BUY A NEW WINDOW! CHANGE THE GLASS 
UNITS 

I also replace Handles, Locking Systems and Hinges  
for Doors and Windows. 

For a FREE no obligation quote, supplied and fitted. 

DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS REPLACED 

Call Alan Baxter 01889 800732 / 07906 519899 
www.replacementsealedunits.co.uk 

9, Hazeldene, Great Haywood, Staffs. ST18 0SG 

 

Great Haywood 
Family Dental 

Practice 
Peter Nadin BDS 

 

New & Nervous  
patients made welcome 

 

Adults & Children 
 

Tel: 01889 882873 
 

“Personal One-to-One 
Dental Care” 

Your local carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist 

Our family business for over 25 years 

www.crownffc.co.uk 
crownfloorandfabric@outlook.com 

01543 326844 

 

 

Eco Friendly 
All safe and 
non toxic 
Fully Insured  

Carpet and fabric 
protection 
Leather and curtain 
cleaning 
Rapid drying 

 

 

Thank you 
for 

supporting 
the  

Advertisers 

http://www.crownffc.co.uk
http://www.iconarchive.com/show/simple-rounded-social-icons-by-graphics-vibe/twitter-icon.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjpvqmMpOfaAhWjDcAKHaA1CeEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://chittagongit.com/icon/facebook-icon-hd-18.html&psig=AOvVaw3unxALG3DXs3TT5KWxmO9_&ust=1525359234167238
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Please 

mention 

‘Contact’ 

magazine 

when 

supporting 

the  

advertisers 

Physiotherapy 
 

Sports Injury 

Pain Relief 
 

Massage 

Tarmacadam Contractor, Est. 1972 
Concreting, Paviors. 

Industrial, Commercial & Domestic. 
Roads, Drives, Car Parks, etc. 

We will be happy to give experienced advice 
and a no obligation quotation. 

 

Director: James Bagnall 
 
 

Tel: 01889 881196  Mobile: 07870 664562 

DRAYCOTT CLIFF HOUSE 
6 LANES END 

DRAYCOTT-IN-THE-CLAY 
DERBYSHIRE DE6 5HB 

Call Oli on 07795 180 493 

Green Central Heating 
& 

Electrical Services 
 

CORGI Registered Contractor 
Plumbing & Electrics 

 

Part 1. Energy Efficiency 
Domestic Oil Installations 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact A GREEN: 
Tel: 07792 759 417 

www.greencentralheating.co.uk 
Email:  

ash@greencentralheating.co.uk 
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Copies of  

Contact  

Magazine 

are available to  

purchase from 

the Canalside 

Farm Shop 

and  

Great Haywood 

Social Club 

 
 
 

Ridgeway 
Plumbing 
& Heating 

        Limited 
CARL MURPHY, PLUMBING &  HEATING ENGINEER 

 

16 Ridgeway, Hixon, 
Stafford ST18 0NZ 

 

carlmurphy1@btinternet.com 
TEL: 01889 270630 
MOB: 07973 519908 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Major brands of Wood Burning  
&  

Multifuel Stoves supplied and fitted 

All stainless steel flexible liners fitted.  
Twin wall systems fitted (where no conventional flue is in situ.) 

Bespoke installation service. Free, no obligation quotes. 
   Yarlet Bank. Stafford, ST18 9SD        Tel: 01889 508790 

                     Situated on the A34 between Stone and Stafford 

                  Open: Wednesday & Thursday 10am-4pm 
                             Friday & Saturday           9am-5pm 
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 UPVC & Conservatory 
Roof Cleaning 

Call Liam : 

07983 516814 

10 Main Road Little Haywood 
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Crossword 178 
 

Hospice Care 
 

 
We are very fortunate 
to have not one but 

two excellent 
hospices nearby: 
Katharine House  

and 
St Giles 

 
If you feel YOU would 
like to help, please get 

in touch: 
 

Katharine House 
01785 254645 

 

St Giles 
01543 432031 

 

Answers to crossword 177 
ACROSS: 1. DOMINION 7. DIRGE 8. MAGDALENE 10,9 . DEAD SEA 11. ADVENT 13.CRETAN 
14. JORDAN 17. ANYONE 18. HOLY 20. LOS 22. ORDAINING 23. SIDON 24. ASSUAGES 
DOWN:1. DOMED 2. MIGRATE 3. NOAH 4. OVERDO 5. TRUST 6. LEBANON  
7. DEVELOPM12. BABYLON 13. CELLIST 16. ANODES 17. ASIDE 19. YOGIS 21. SITU 

CLUES ACROSS 
1. CORNER (5) 
4. WISE MAN (7) 
8. ACTOR OF STAGE AND SCREEN (7) 
9. ADDITIONAL (5) 
10. TYPE OF GUN (5)  
11. EGYPTIAN LEADER (7) 
13. PAIN (4) 
15. PUZZLE (6) 
17. MUSICAL  INSTRUCTION (6) 
20. LAND SURROUNDED BY WATER (4) 
22. IMPORTANT (7) 
24. SMALL PIECE OF EARTH (5) 
26. GROUP OF EIGHT (5) 
27. ANIMAL (7) 
28. AREA IN LONDON (7) 
29. CELEBRITIES (5) 

CLUES DOWN 
1. FOLLOWER OF JESUS (7) 
2. PROFITS (5)  
3.  WITTY REMARK (7) 
4. HEAVENLY BODY (6) 
5. BATH ACCESSORY (5) 
6. GAME WITH TILES (7) 
7. COMPASS POINT (5) 
12. CURE (4) 
14. ABLE’S BROTHER (4) 
16. SILLY (7) 
18. MINUSES (7) 
19. HYDROCARBONS FOUND IN    
 PETROL (7) 
21. FLOOR OF A BUILDING (6) 
22. ----- POWELL (5) 
23. CONSUMED (5) 
25. STRINGED INSTRUMENT (5) 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

             

8        9     

             

10      11 12      

    13 14        

15  16     17 18    19 

     20 21       

22    23    24  25   

             

26      27       

             

28        29     
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An ‘Aladdin’s Cave’ of everything under one roof with facilities 
such as Café and Toilets.  Disabled friendly and on-site parking. 

 

A great place to shop for everyday items, including  
Cards, Menswear, Hardware, Homeware, Vaping and Smoking.   

We also provide services including Vacuum repair & sales, 
IT sales & diagnostics, Mobile repairs & accessories 

and also our very own hairdressers. 
 

For that special something check out our Jewellery, Gift and Perfume 
shops.  We have specialist shops for Retro Games, Art Deco, Knitting,  
Records & Vinyl, Clothing alterations, Shabby Chic and much more!! 

 

 

Colwich Parish Council  
Please note that the Parish Office and the Jubilee Playing Fields will be 

closed for the foreseeable future, so as to protect visitors and staff. Also, 
all public Council meetings are cancelled until further notice.  

Counselling & Psychotherapy 
 

Lindsay Tonks MA, MBACP (Accred.) 

Registered & accredited Counsellor and 
Psychotherapist in Little Haywood, with 

extensive experience of working with  
individuals, couples and young people,  

covering a wide range of issues.  
 

07946 761582 

www.lindsaytonkscounselling.co.uk 

e: support@lindsaytonkscounselling.co.uk 

http://www.lindsaytonkscounselling.co.uk/
mailto:support@lindsaytonkscounselling.co.uk
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Local Contacts 

Beavers ............................................................................................................................. Hayley McCarroll 272723 
Colwich Community Centre (Booking) .................................................... Tracey Amos 881287 
      Before & After School Club ......................... Sue Hall 07890 737978 or 808495 
      Holiday Club ................................................................ Sue Hall 07890 737978 or 808495 
Colwich & Little Haywood Village Hall ..................................................... Bryan Symes 883943 
Colwich P C Clerk ................................................................................................... Michael Lennon 882665 
Cubs.......................................................... Amanda Greene... Email: cubs7thstafford@yahoo.com 
Doctors ........................................................................................................................... Hazeldene House 881206 
Great Haywood Memorial Hall (Booking) ................................................ Lindy Jarrett 881611 
Great Haywood Sports & Social Club ............................................................................................ 882712 
Scouts..............................................................Chelsea Jones... Email: chelsea.jonesy42@gmail.com 
All guiding groups, Rainbow, Brownie, Guides .......... Alison Flower 07753304583 
Twinning Association .................................................................................................. Christine Hill 808194 
Voluntary Transport Scheme ..................................................................................................07938725066  
Ranger Guides...................................................Bernie Norbury...Email: gg.rugeley.dc@gmail.com 
Colwich Parish In Bloom ................................................................... Karen Harper 07950 627271 
Stafford Borough Council……………………………………………………………………….01785 619000 

 
 

 
To access daily services online - www.churchofengland.org 

www.achurchnearyou.com/colwich-st-michael-all-angels 
www.achurchnearyou.com/great-haywood-st-stephen 

A Christian presence in every community  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/colwich-st-michael-all-angels
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/great-haywood-st-stephen

